
Fourth Session Third Parliament Trinidad and Tobago 
24 Elizabeth II 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Act Now 42 of 1975 

[L.S.] 

AN ACT to amend the Fire Service Act, 1965. 

[Assented to 2nd October, 1975J 

BE IT ENACTED by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, Enactment 

by and with the advice and consent of the Senate and 
House of Representatives of Trinidad and Tobago, and by 
the authority of the same, as follows:-

1. This Act may be citEl9. 3;S the FirC2 S~:rvige (Amf:;l:Q.q- ShQrt titlEl 

ment) Act, 1975~ 
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Act. No. 31 of 
1965 amended 
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2. The Fire Service Act, 1965, is amended-
(a) by inserting in section 2 in their appropriate 

alphabetical order the following definitions:-
" "authorised officer" means the Chief 

Fire Officer or any other fire officer 
designated as such by the Chief 
Fire Officer under section 39A; 

"building" includes any structure 
whether temporary or permanent 
but does not inchlde a temporary 
structure which is movable; 

"public premises" means any building 
or part of a building to which the 
public has access either generally or 
conditionally and whether on pay­
ment or otherwise;"; 

(b) by inserting immediately after section 39 the 
following sections:-
"Chief Fire 39A. The Chief Fire Officer may . 
Officer may 
designate in writing designate any fire officer 
authorised to be an authorised officer for the 
officers 

purposes of this Act. 

;~::'i~!d 39B. (1) An authorised officer 
officer to may, on producing if required so to 
enter and do, documentary evidence of his 
inspect 
public authority, enter any public premises 
premises at any time during the day for the 

purpose of determining the condition 
of such premises. 

(2) In furtherance of the 
purpose stated in subsection (1), 
an authorised officer may, upon 
entry-

(a) inspect the whole or 
part of the public 
premises, the water 
supply available there­
in and the means of 
access thereto and exit 
therefrom; 

(b) determine the nature 
of the publio :pr~mifi~E!; 

, 
;- .-j 
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(c) require any person 
(w h e. the row n e r, 
occuPier, manager or 
agent of the premises) 
to give such information 
or assist1'l,nce as may 
enable him to exercise 
any of the powers con­
ferred on him by this 
subsection; 

(b) do any or all such things 
as he considers necessary 
for determining the 
condi~ion of the public 
premIses. 

(3) An authorised officer 
may, in the exercise of his powers 
under subsection (1), take with him 
any person whose assistance he 
considers necessary except that 
where the authorised officer has 
been so designated he shall first 
obtain the approval of the Chief 
Fire Officer. 

(4) Any person who-
(a) wilfully 0 bstructs an 

authorised officer in the 
exercise of his duties 
under this Act; or 

(b) without reasonable 
excuse fails to comply 
with any requirement 
of an authorised officer 
under paragraph (c) of 
subsection (2), 

is guilty of an offence and liable on 
summary conviction to a fine of two 
hundred and fifty dollars or to im­
prisonment for three months or to 
both such fine and imprisonment. 

Chief Fire 390. (1) The Chief Fire Officer 
Officer may. • . •• ' 
require work If he IS satIsfied that the condItIOn 
to be done of any public l)remises constitutes 
on public .t 

premises 0 r i s Ii k ely t 0 con s t i-t ute 
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a fire hazard may, by notice in 
writing served on the occupier, 
require that such work as may be 
specified in the notice be carried out 
within the period therein specified, 
on such premises in order to render 
it safe for public use, except that 
where the work to be carried out is 
of a structural nature, the notice 
shall be served on the owner of the 
premises or if he cannot be found on 
his agent or the occupier thereof. 

(2) The Chief Fire Officer, if 
he is satisfied that the occupancy or 
the nature of the business carried 
on on any public premises constitutes 
or is likely to constitute a fire 
hazard, may by notice in writing 
served on the owner of such premises 
or if he cannot be found on his agent 
or the occupier thereof, require that 
the premises be provided with pro­
tective devices of the nature specified 
in the notice and within the period 
therein specified. 

(3) Notwithstanding the pro­
visions of subsection (2), the Chief 
Fire Officer may, on an application 
in writing by the owner, occupier 
or agent of any premises on whom 
a notice was served pursuant to 
subsection (1) or (2), extend in 
writing the period within which the 
requirements of such notice are to be 
complied with. 

(4) An application under sub­
section (3) must-

(a) state the reason for 
seeking an extension 
of time; and 

(b) give the approximate 
date on which the re­
quirements of the notice 
may be met. 
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Fire Service 1915 

(5) Any person who fails to 
comply with the requirements of a 
notice issued pursuant to subsection 
(1) or (2), including in so far as the 
notice relates to a specified period, 
any extensions of such period under 
subsection (3), is guilty of an offence 
and liable on summary conviction 
to a fine of five hundred dollars or 
to imprisonment for three months 
or to both such fine and imprison­
ment and in the case of a continuing 
offence to a fine of one hundred 
dollars for each day during which 
the offence continues after con­
viction therefor, 

(6) In the exercise of his 
authority under this section, the 
Chief Fire Officer shall consult with 
the Local Authority for the area 
in which the premises are situated. 

(7) For the purposes of this 
section "Local Authority" means-

(a) the Port-of-Spain Cor­
poration established 

Cll. 39. No.1 under the Port-of-Spain 
Corporation Ordinance; 

(b) the San Fernando Cor­
poration est a b Ii she d 

Ch. 59. No.7 under the San Fernando 
Corporation Ordinance; 

(c) the Arima Corporation 
established under the 

Ch. 59. No. 11 Arima Corporation 
Ordinance; and 

:No. 22 of 
1967 

(d) a County Council estab­
lished under the County 
Councils Act, 1967, 

39D. (1) \Vithout prejudice to any 
liability for an offence under section 
390 (5), where a person fails to 
comply with the requirements of a 
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;notice issued pursuant to section 
.390(1) or; (2), the Chief Fire Officer 
may make application to a Court of 
S:umI!1ary I Jurisdiction (hereinafter 
called, "the· Court") having juris-
diction in ,the district in which the 
pUblicpre1Jhises is situate for an 
order Under ,this section. 

(2) The application shall be 
supported by an affidavit setting out 
the p'articulars on which it is alleged 
that the public premises constitutes 
or is likely to constitute a fire hazard 
or that the occupancy or nature of 
the business carried on on any public 
premises constitutes or is likely to 
constitute a fire hazard, as the case 
may be, setting out a copy of the 
notice· served' and alleging the fact 
that the notice has not been com­
plied with. 

i 

I 

(3) In addition to any appli­
cation that may be made under 
subsections (1) and (2), where the 
Chief Fire Officer is satisfied in his 
own deliberate judgment that from 'I 
the nature of the fire hazard con-
stituted by the condition of any 
public premises or the occupancy or 
nature qf any business carried on in 
any public premises, that the danger 
of damage to the public is imminent, 
he may make application to the 
Court for an order under this section 
without first serving any such notice 
as is required under section 390 and 
the Court may proceed upon such 
application in accordance with sub-
sections (4),tb (6). 

(4) Where the Court is 
satisfied as to the·appli,cation it may 
ex parte make an rn:terim order for 
the closure of any public premises 
or . the ,cessation of the occupancy 
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or business carried on on any public 
premises, as the case may be so long 
as the order remains in force. 

(5) The Court shall in a 
summary manner hear and deter­
mine any application made under 
this section, and may if the justice 
of the case so requires make. a 
final order for the closure of the 
public premises or the cessation of 
the occupancy or business carried 
on on any public premises, as the 
case may be. 

(6) A person aggrieved by 
any final order by the Court under 
subsection (4) may, within one 
month of the date of the making of 
the order, appeal to a Judge in 
Chambers who shall make such order 
or other determination in the 
premises as the justice of the case 
requires. 

Owner, 39E, Within fourteen days of ser-
occupier or 
agent may vice of a notice issued pursuant to 
:~~~~t subsection (1) or (2) of section 3ge, 
requirement the person served may appeal to a 
con;ained in Judge in Chambers on the ground 
notIce that the requirements of the Chief 

Fire Officer are unreasonable having 
regard to the condition or the oecu­
pancy of or the nature of the business 
carried on on the premises. 

Rest~iction 39F. It is an offence punishable 
on dlsclosure . . 
of informa- on summary conVICtIOn by a fine of 
tion one thousand five hundred dollars or 

to imprisonment for twelve months 
or to both such fine and imprison­
ment for an authorised officer who, 
pursuant to section 39B, entered any 
factory or work place, to disclose 
to any person any information re­
garding manufacturing processes or 
trade secrets obtained by him in the 
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factory or workplace, unless such 
disclosure was made in the course of 
his duties under this Act." 

3. The enactment specified in the first column of the 
Schedule is amended to the extent specified in the second 
column thereof. 

SCHEDULE 

FmST COLUMN SECOND COLUMN 

Enactment Extent of Amendments 

Public Health Ordi- A. In section 35A as s,mended by the Sixt,h 
nance, Ch. 12. No.4. Schedule to the "Vater and Sewerage 

Act, 1965-

(a) by adding immediately after para­
graph (d) of subsection (1) the 
following paragraph-

"(e) means of escape from flre in 
the case of certfdn buildings;" ; 

(b) by repealing subsection (7) and 
replacing it as follows-

"(7) In the exercise of his 
powers and in the performance of 
his duties under and by virtue of 
this section, the Minister shall 
consult with the National Housing 
Authority, the Water and Sewer­
age Authority, the Chief Drainage 
Engineer and the Chief Fire 
Officer." . 

B. By adding immediately after section 36 
10he following section-

"Duty of 36A. (1) Where in accord­
~~~~~rity ance ·with subsection (2) of 
to consult section 36, plans are deposited 
Chief Fire with a Local Authority in 
Offic~r in connection with the proposed 
certam case' erection of a public building 
before . ' 
passing the Local AuthOrIty shall, 
plans before passing the plans, con­

sult with the Chief Fire 
Officer. 
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FIRST COLUMN 

Enactment 

Publio Health Ordi­
nanoe, Ch. 12. No.4. 
-Oontd. 

Fire Service 1975 

SECOND COLUMN 

Extent of Amendments 

(2) Any person who 
proposes-

(a) to make any exten­
sion or struotural 
alteration to a publio 
building; or 

(b) to oonvert or alter 
any building whioh 
was ereoted for a 
purpose other than a 
publio purpose, into a 
publio building, 

shall deposit with the appro­
priate Looal Authority suoh 
number of plans as the Looal 
Authority may require; the 
plans must oontain all informa­
tion whioh the looal Author­
ity may oonsider neoessary. 

(3) Before a oomple­
tion oertificate is issued in 
respect of any works carried 
out on a publio building 
pursuant to any plans passed 
by a Looal Authority, the 
Local Authority shall oonsult 
the Chief Fire Offioer in order 
to ensure that the work is 
oompleted in conformity with 
the speoifications approved in 
the plan. 

(4) In this seotion 
"public building" means a 
building to whioh the publio 
has aooess either generally or 
oonditionally and whether on 
payment or otherwise.". 

C. By substituting for paragraph (f) of sub­
section (2) of seotion 37) the following 
paragraph-

"(f) any other ground which in the 
opinion of the Local Authority 
would be detrimental to publio health 
or to publio oonvenienoe or is likely 
"liQ oonstitute a :fir~ 4a~&r(1,.", 
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Passed in the House of Representatives this 19th 
day of September, 1975. 

J. E. CARTER 
Olerk of the House 

Passed in the Senate this 23rd day of September, 1975. 

R. GRIFFITH 
Olerk of the Senate 

GOVERNMENT PRINTERY, TRINIDAD, TRINIDAD AND TOBAGo-1975 


