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Fourth Session Second Parliament Republic of Trinidad 
and Tobago 

REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Act No. 20 of 1985 

[L.S.] 

AN AcT to amend the Family Law (Guardianship of 
Minors, Domicile and Maintenance) Act, 1981 
(Act 15 of 1981) 

[Assented to 13th June, 1985] 

ENACTED by the Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago as Enactment 

follows: 

1. This Act may be cited as t h e Family Law short tttie 

(Guardianship of Minors, Domicile and Maintenance) 
(Amendment) Act, 1985. 
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Section 2 of the 
Principal Act 
amended 

Section 13 of 
PrinCipal Act 
amended 
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2. Section 2 of the Family Law (Guardianship of 
Minors, Domicile and Maintenance) Act, 1981 (here­
inafter referred to as the "Principal Act") is amended 
by the insertion in subsection (1) of the following defi­
nition in its appropriate alphabetical order: 

"stranger" means a person who, being 
neither the mother nor father of a 
minor, has in the opinion of the court a 
sufficient interest in the minor;". 

3. Section 5 of the Principal Act is repealed and 
replaced as follows : 

:~~n~~of (1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), 
minor the father or mother of a minor or a 

stranger may apply to the High Court to 
change a given name or the surname of 
that minor. 

(2) Where an application is made 
under subsection (1)-

(a) by the mother or father, the con· 
sent of the other parent must 
first be obtained; or 

(b) by the stranger, the consent of 
both parents m u s t first be 
obtained. 

(3) Notwithstandin!! subsection (2), the 
Court may, on an application made under 
subsection (1), dispense with the consent 
of the father or of the mother in the case 
where the mother or father is dead or 
cannot be found or, in any other case, as 
it sees fit to do so. 

4. Section 13 of the Principal Act is amended by 
the deletion of subsection (1) and the substitution of 
the following: 

~~~r; ~!d (1) The court may on the application of 
mainte'!ance the father or mother of a minor (who on apphca· 
tion otf may apply without next friend) or of a 
paren or • 
stranger stranger make such order regardmg-

(a) the legal custody of the minor; 
and 
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(b) the right of access to the minor 
of the applicant or of any other 
person, 

as the court think fit having regard to 
the welfare of the minor and to the con­
duct and wishes of the mother or father 
or of the stranger;". 

5. Section 16 of the Principal Act is amended as sPe!=f:i<?nalisAoctr 
nnc1p follows: is amended 

(a) in subsection (3), line 3, for the word 
"being" substitute the word "been"; 

(b) in subsection (5), line 2, immediately 
after the word "order", insert the word 
"made". 

6. Section 22 of the Principal Act is amended as ~'iic:i~J2;~ 
follows: amended 

(a) in subsection (4), line 4, for the words 
"at last place" substitute the words nat 
his last place"; 

(b) in subsection (4), line 4, for the words 
"served on" substitute the words "seven 
days". 

7. Section 25 of the Principal Act is am Ponded as Se~i~n 25 of 
PrinCipal Act follows: amended 

(a) in subsection (l)(c), line 4, for the words 
"a child" substitute the words "minor 
child"· 

' 
(b) in subsection (l)(d), line 4, the words 

"a minor" substitute the words "minor 
child". 

8. Section 27 of the Principal Act is amended in. the Se~O:fl 27 of 
Principal Act 

following manner that is to say in subsection (4) amended 

line 9, for the ~ord "parent" ;ubstitute the word 
"defendant". 
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Passed in the Senate this 6th day of March, 1985. 

R. L. GRIFFITH 
Clerk of the Senate 

Passed in the House of Representatives this 9th day 
of May, 1985. 

J. E. CARTER 
Clerk of the House 

House of Representatives Amendments agreed to 
by the Senate on the 14th May, 1985. 

J. E. CARTER 
Clerk of the House 
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