
No. 18. 

[L.S.] 

49 

Registers of Births, Deaths and Marriages. 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 

Published as a Supplement to the Gazette Extraordinary, 
issued on the 31st day of December, 1940. 

No. 18-1940. 

I ASSENT, 

HUBERT YOUNG, 
Gove1•nor. 

1940. 

28th December, 1940. 

AN ORDINANCE to provide for the copying of registers of 
births, deaths and marriages and to declare the legal 
force and effect of such copies. 

[31st December, 1940.] 

LINACTED by the Governor of Trinidad and Tobago 
Dwith the advice and consent of the Legis ative Council 
thereof. 

Commencement. 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Registers of short title. 
Births, Deaths and Marriages Ordinance, 1940. 
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Interpretation. 2. In this Ordinance-

No. 29 of Hl351 

Powers of 
Registrar-
General to 
inspect _and 
take posses-
sion of 
registers. 

(( entry ,-means an entry in a register, or in a copy 
of a register or part of a register prepared under 
this Ordinance, relating to any one birth, 
death or marriage ; 

" register " does not include any register of marriages 
for which provision is made in the Muslim 
Marriage and Divorce Registration Ordinance , 
1935, or for which provision is, or was, made 
in any law now or heretofore in force in the 
Colony relating to immigrants, but, subject 
thereto, means a register of births, deaths or 
marriages for which provision is, or was, made 
in any law now or heretofore in force in the 
Colony, and includes any such regi£ter in the 
custody of the which 
consists of cop1es or duplicates of original 
entries. 

3. It shall be lawful for the Registrar-General--
(a) to inspect, without payment of fee, any register 

in the custody of any other person in order to 
ascertain its condition, 

(b) to take temporary possession of any such 
register for the purpose of exercising the powers 
and performing the duties conferred and 
imposed upon him by this Ordinance. 

Preparation of 4. (1) \Vhenever, in the opinion of the Registrar-General, 
the whole or any part of any register, is, or is likely to 
become, unserviceable by reason of its age or of damage 
or otherwise, the Registrar-General, with the approval 
of the Governor in Council, n1ay cause a copy of such 
register or part thereof, as the case may be, to be prepared. 

(2) If any entry, or part of an entry, in the register 
is illegible the copy shall be completed, as far as possible, 
from any corresponding entry in any other register. 

(3) All copies prepared under this section shall be 
checked by such persons and in such manner as the 
Reg·islrar-General shall direct, •. 
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5. It shall be lawful for the Registrar-General, with the Pow.ers of 

permission of the Governor in Council- · 
(a) to destroy the whole or any part of any register to . . · . . . reg1sters an 

wh1ch, m the opmwn of the Registrar-General, copies. 
is unserviceable ; · 

(b) to cause any copy prepared in accordance with 
the preceding section to be bound as a new 
register, or to be substituted in an existing 
register for any part thereof which he is 
authorised in accordance with this section 
to destroy. 

6. (1) Whenever, in accordance with the provisions of of. 
this Ordinance, copies of a register, or of any part thereof, 
have been prepared checked and bound as a new register, 
the Registrar-General shall endorse in such new register 
a certificate substantially in form A in the Schedule to 
this Ordinance. 

(2) Whenever, in accordance with the provisions 
of this Ordinance copies of any part of a register have 
been prepared checked and substituted in·. such register, 
the Registrar-General shall endorse in such register a 
certificate substantially in form B in the· Schedule . to 
this Ordinance. ·' · 2 .:' 

(3) The Registrar-General shall sign an'd date every 
certificate endorsed by him under this section. 

i 

I 7. (1) yYith effect from the of any ?f 
the Registrar-General endorsed m a rtew register m General's 
accordance with the . preceding section, such new. re-gister certificate. 

shall have the same force and effect for all purposes, 
including the purposes of this Ordinance, as if it were the 
register, pr part of a register, of which it is a copy, and such 

. register or part of a register, as the case may be, shan· cease 
to have any force m: effect. 

(2) With effect from the date of any certificate of 
the Registrar-General endorsed in an existing register in 
accordance with the preceding section, the entries to which 
it relates shall have the same force and effect for all 
pg.rposes, including the . purposes of this Ordinance, as 
if ·they were the entries for which they have been 
substituted and the latter entries shall, cease to have any 
force or · 

I 
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(3) When a certificate of the Registrar-General has 
been endorsed in accordance with the preceding section 
it shall be presumed unless the contrary is proved that 
all the provisions of this Ordinance have been complied 
with in respect of the new register or the entries to which 
it relates. 

pro-. 8. (1) If it shall appear to the Registrar-General that 
v1s10n relatmg · · h b d 1 · d · h · f to maniage any marnage as een u y regrstere m t e regrster o 
registers. the officer or person by whom the marriage was 

solemnised (which officer or person is in this section 
referred to as "the Marriage Officer") but has not. been 
registered in the corresponding register in the custody of 
the Registrar-General, it shall be lawful for the Registrar-
General, with the approval of the Governor in Council, 
to cause a copy to be pre,pared of the entry relating to such 
marriage in the register of the Marriage Officer and to 
insert such copy in the appropriate register in the custody 
of the Registrar-GeneraL · 

(2) Every such copy shall, before being so inserted, 
be checked by such person and in such manner cts the. 

shall · 
. (3) The Registrar"'General shall endorse on· every 

such copy a. certificate substantially in form C in the 
Schedule to this Ordinance and shall sign such certificate 
and shall date such certificate as of the date on which it 
is inserted in the register. 

(4) Every such copy, on being inserted in. the 
Registrar-General's register and certified in the manner 
provided in this section, shall be of the same force a,nd 
effect for all purposes, including the purposes of this 
Ordinance, as if it were an entry in such register made in 
accordance with the provisions of law (other tha.n this 
Ordinance) which are, or were, applicable to the 
registration of the marriage. 

Incidence of . 9. All expenses incurred in giving effect to the provisiqns 
0:ut of this Ordinance shall be defrayed out of the public 

the Ordinance. revenues of the Colony. . 
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THE SCHEDULE. 
FORM A. 

I hereby certify that this register has been prepared in accordance with 
the provisions of the Registers of Births, Deaths and Marriages 
Ordinance, 1940. 

Dated ................................... . 

Registrar-General. 

FORM B. 

I hereby certify that the following entries, namely, ...... ; ................... . 
.. .. .. ... .. .... .. .. ........... ...... , have been substituted in this register in 
accordance with the provisions of t'he Registers of Births, Deaths and 
Marriages Ordinance, 1940. 
Dated ...... : .................... ,,'; ...... . . ....................................... ,,,,,,,,·. 

Registrar-General. 

FORM C. 

I hereby certify that this entry has been inserted in accordance with 
the provisions of section 8 of the ·Registers of Births, Deaths and Marriages 
Ordinance, 1940. · 

Dated ................................... . 
. . 

I Ill I I I Ill I I I I Ill I It I I I I I I I Itt I II It It I I I I I I I •••• 

Registrar-:- General. 

· in Council t]J_is twentieth day of December,· 
in the year of Our Lora·-one thousand nine hun-dred and 

, forty. 

W. J. BOOS, 
Clerk of the Council. 

' ...... 


