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Commence-
ment 

Enactmeni 

Short title. 

No. 18. Antibiotics 1948. 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

NOID 18-1948. 

[L.S.] 

I ASSENT, 

J. v. W. SHAW, 
Governor .. 

19th November, 1948. 

AN ORDINANCE to regulate the importation, storage, 
distribution, sale and use of antibiotics. -

t.sb,qb.12_t y 
[By Notice] . 

E NACTED by the Governor of Trinidad and Toba./Zo with 
the advice and consent of the Legislative Council thereof. 

1. This Ordinance may - be cited _ as the Antlbiotics 
- Ordinance, 1948, and shall come into operation on such day 
as the Governor may d€chre in the Royal Gazette. 
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2. In 'this Ordinance, (( antibiotic" means penicillin, all 
compounds of penicillin and all medicinal preparations contain-
ing penicillin, streptomycin, all compounds of streptomycin and 
all medicinal. preparations containing' streptomycin, and any 
other anti-microbial organic substance produced by living 

· organisms which may be declared by the Governor in Council 
by Order published in the Royal Gazette to be an antibiotic 
which this Ordinance shall apply. 

c.. .' 3. (1) :for the purposes of this a Committee 
be establIshed to be called the AntibIOtlcs Control CommIttee Control 
(hereinafter referred to as (( the Committee") consisting of the Committee. 

Director of Medical Se.rvices, who shall be Chairman of the 
Committee, one member to be appointed by the Council of the 

· Medical Board of Trinidad, two members of the said 
Board and o:ne -other person to be appointed by the Governor, 
and two members to be appointed by the Branch, Council of the 
British Medical Association constituted in the Colony .. 

. (2) The members of the Committee shall appoint one of 
their number to be Vice-Chairman of the Committee. 

(3) Three members of the CQmmittee including the 
Chairman or Vice-Chairman shall form a quorum at meetings 
of the Committee and the Chairman of the meeting shall have. 
an original vote and also,. whenever the votes are equ.al, a 
casting vote. 

(4) The Governor, the Council of the Medical Boar¢r of 
Trinidad or the Branch Council of the British Medical Associa-
tion, as the case may be. may, in the absence' or inability to act 

· 'of any member of the Committee appointed by him or them, 
appoint any other person to act in the place of such member. 

4. No any antibiotic in the Colony 
unless be IS the holder of a licence granted by the Committee antibiotics. 

to 1Jlanufacture such antibiotic. 

5 No person shall import into the Colony any a' nti'bI'otic on '. . . .mportahon of 
other than an antibiotic manufactured by a pharmaceutical antibiotics. . 

firm -approved by the Governor in Council. 

... ,. 6. No shall import. aI).y antibiotic into the 
unless he }S the holder ofa lIcence granted by the CommIttee 
to import isuch antibiotic. 

. . 
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Licences to 7 N 
store antibiotics • 0 person shall store any antibiotic for the purpose of 

sale he is the a . licence granted by the 
CommIttee to store such antIbIOtIc; and no such licence shall 
be granted except on proof to the satisfaction of the Committee 
that the storage facilities of the applicant are adequate, 

Appointment ot 8 Th C 'tt . t fi d LIcensing • e Omnll ee may appom a t an proper person to 
Officer. be Licensing Officer under this Ordinance.. . 

. Form of 9 L' . 
licence. • Icences Issued under this Ordinance shall be in such form 

as Committee may from . time to time approve. 

Cancellation oi 10Th C . . 
licences. • e ommIttee may cancel any licence issued under 

this Ordinance if the holder thereof fails to comply with any of . 
the provisions of this Ordinance or of any regulations made 
under this Ordinance . 

. Restriction of 11. No importer of antibiotics shall sen or transfer any . sale or transier .... .. 
oJ antibiotics. antIbIOtIc to any person other than a person registered as a 

Ch. I2. 
NO.2. 

Ch. 25. 
No. '1. . 

member of the Medical Board of Trinidad (hereinafter referred 
to as a·" medical practitioner") or as a dentist .under the 
Medical Board Ordinance (hereinafter referred to as a 
(( dentist") or as a veterinary surgeon under the Veterinary 
Surgeons (Registration) Ordinance (hereinafter referred to as . 
a (( veterinary surgeon ") unless such person is the holder of a . 
licence to store antibiotics granted under the provisions of this 
Ordinance. 

. 12. person in writing by or on behalf of'tb.e 
CommIttee may at any tIme between the hours of 6 a.m .. and 

or 6 p.m. enter any .premises in which he has reason t?· behev:e 
that any antibiotic is being kept which has been acqUIred 
being kept in ·contravention of any' of the provisimis of thIS 
Ordinance Or of any Regulations hereunder, and may carry 911t 
such inspection of the premises as he may consider necessary} 
and may require the occupier or person in charge pf!he 
premises to furnish him with such information in ·connection. 
with such antibiotic as he may consider necessary. Any' 
antibiotic in respect of which there has been a breach. of allY 
of the provisions of this' Ordinance or of any Regulations 
under may be seized by such person authorised as aforesaId 
and on conviction of the offender shall be forfeited to the . . 

Committee. 
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13. Any person authorised in writing by or on behalf of the Taking. 
• . • c. of antIblOtics. 

CommIttee may reqUIre the holder of a lIcence to store 
antibiotics granted under the provisions of this. Ordinance to 
produce samples of s.nv antibiotic which may be in his posses-

\. sian and, on payment of the current market value of any 
sample, may require that it be delivered to him for purposes of 
assay. If any such sample is found on assay to, have 
deteriorated to an extent or to contain toxic substances in 
amouhts which. in the opinion of the Commit.tee, render it 

. ineffective or unfit for use as a substance, or not to 
c'contain the antibiotic or to contain the antibiotic in a lesser 

degree of potency than it purports to possess, the Committee 
may require to be destroyed the entire stock of the antibiotic 
in the ,possession of the licensee which bears the same hitch 

'. identification number as the sample. . 

14. (1) Subject to the provisions of section 7 of this 
Ordinance, no antibiotic shall be issued to any person 
on .the· prescription of a medical practitioner, dentist or 
veterinary surgeon. . .. 

(2) Every such prescription as is referred to in the last· . 
preceding subsection shall-

(a) be in indelible writing or typescript and be signed' 
by the person giving it with his usual signature in 
indelible writing and be dated by him ; 

(b) specify the address of the person giving it; 
( c) specify the name and· address of the person for whose 

treatment it is given or, if it is given by a veterinary 
surgeon, of the person to whom the medicine is to 
be delivered ; 

(d) have written or typed thereon, if given by a dentist, 
the words "for dental treatment only", and, if 
given by q, veterinary surgeon, the words "for 
animal trea truen t only"; 

.(e) indicate the total quantity of the antibiotic to be 
supplied and instructions for its use. -

-(3) Every person dispensing any such prescription shall 
comply' with the following requirements :-

(a) the prescription shall not be -dispensed otherwise 
than in accordance with the prescription, or more 
than once unless the prescription contains a 
direction in accordance· with the provisions of 
paragraph (b) of this subsection; 
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Administering 
of' antibiotics 
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marks or 
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containers. 
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(b) if the prescription contains a direction that it may 
be dispensed a stated number of times or at stated 
intervals, it shall not be dispensed otherwise than in 
accordance with such direction; 

(c) there must be noted on the prescription, at the time 
of dispensing, immediately above the signature of 
the .person giving the prescription the name and 
address of the person supplying the antibiotic and 
the date on which the prescription is dispensed; 

(d) if the prescription may be again dispensed it shall, 
on the last time of dispensing, be retained for a 
period of two years by the person last dispensing it 
on the premises on which it was last dispensed and 
be made available for inspection by any person 
authorised by or on behalf of the Committee; 

(e) if the prescription may not be dispensed more than 
once it shall be retained for a period of two years 
by the person dispensing it on the premises on which 
it was dispensed and be made available for 
inspection by any person authorised by or on behalf, 
of the Committee. 

15. An antibiotic shall not be administered to any person 
except by or under the direction of a medical practitioner or 
dentist: Provided that in' any case of ernerg'ency it may be 
administered by a nurse who is a state registered nurse in the 
Colony or has passed the final examination for nurses at one 
of the Colonial Hospitals. 

. 16. (1) Every container of an antibiotic shall carry a batch 
identification mark or number and the date of manufacture of 
such antibiotic; and the contents of any .such containers, 
supplied by any person and bearing the same identification 
marks or numbers, shall be deemed to have been manufactured 
at the same time and under identical conditions until the 
contrary is proved. 

(2) No person shan sell, transfer or dispense 
antibiotic after, the date of expiry endorsed. on the contamer 
thereof, except to a medical practitioner, dentist or veterinary 
surgeon, who has been informed in writing of such date by the 
person selling, transferring or dispensing such antibiotic. 



. No. 18. Antibiotics 1948. 53 

11' E h Id f I' . - d th'" 0 d' h 11 k Licence .holder . very 0 er 0 a lcence un er IS r s a eep to keep records. 

records showing-
.' " (a) the quantities of antibiotics which he has imported' 

, into' the Colony and the identification marks or 
numbers of the consignments; . 

(b) the date of importation' into the Colony of any anti-
biotic which he has imported or has in stock ; . 

(c) the names' of the manufacturers of any such 
antibiotic ; 

(d) the names and addresses of the persons' to whom any 
such antibiotic has been issued. by.him and the 
quantity and date of every such issue. 

. . 18 . . Any person authorised in writing by or on behalf of the Examination of 

Committee may, at any time during business hours enter the records. 

premises of any holder of a licence under this Ordinance and 
call for and examine any records required to be kept by such 
holder . 

. 19. It shall be the function of the Committee to submit to the Lists of 
Governor in Council lists of pharmaceutical firms for approval 

manufacmring firms from whom antibiotics may be tical fimls. 
imported into, the Colony; and the na¢es of the firms so 
'approved shall be published in the Royal Gazette. 

, 

,20. The Governor in Council may, on the recommendation yariation of 

of the Committee, add to or delete from the list of approved 
and every such addition or deleti'on shall be published 

In the Royal Gazette. _ . . 

21. The Governor in Council may make regula tions- Regulations. 

(a) defining the powers and duties of the Committee; 
(b) providing for regulating the storage and transport 

of any antibiotic; , . 
(c) controlling or prohibiting any process which may -

affect the potency, sterility or ,toxicity of any 
antibiotic .. 

'.22. 'Any person obstructing any person authorised in writing Offences; 
by or on behalf of the. Committee in the performance of any , 
duty imposed by or under this Ordinance or refusing to give 
any. information lawfully demand.ed by any such authorised' 
person or otherwise contravening any of the provisions of this 
Ordinance !shall be guilty of an offence against this Ordinance. 
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Penalty. 23. Any person guilty of an offence aga,inst this Ordinance 
shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine of four hundred 
and eighty dollars or to imprisonment for six. months, or to 
both such fiD:e and imprisonment. 

Passed in Council this 29th day of October, in the 
year of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and- forty-eight. 

J.L. SUPERVILLE, 
Clerk of the Council. 


