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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 

No. 17.-1919. 

I ASSENT, 
[L.S.] 

W. M. GORDON, 
Acting 

11th June, 1919. 

AN ORDINANCE to amend the Public Health 
Ordinance, 1915. 

[On Proclamation.] 

BE it enacted by the Governor of Trinidad and Tobago 
with the advice consent of the Legislative Council 

·. 1 thereof as follows:-

Short Title. 1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Public Health 
(Amendment) Ordinance, 1919. 

Interpretation. 2. In this Ordinance "Principal Ordinance ,, means the 
Public Health Ordinance, 1915. 

3. The following shall be inserted as Part IXA of the 
principal Ordinance :-
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PART IXA. 
UNSOUND FooD. 

85A.-(1 ) An Inspector may at all reasonable times Inspecti?n and ' , . destructiOn of 
enter any premises and inspect and examine, and may 111 unsound food. 
any street or other public place inspect and examine : 

(a.) any article whether solid or liquid, intended 
for the food of man and sold or exposed. for sale 

· qr deposited in any place or in course of trans-
mission for the purpose of sale or of preparation 
for sale ; or · 

(b.) any live animal or dead animal or part thereof 
intended for the food of man which is sold or 
exposed for sale or deposited in any place or is 
in course of transmission for the purpose of sale 
or of preparation for sale. 

(2.) The proof that any article or live animal or dead 
animal or part thereof was not sold or exposed or deposited 
or in course of transmission for any purpose in the last 
preceding sub-section mentioned or was not intended for 
the food of man shall rest upon the person alleging the same. 

(3.) If any such article or live animal or dead animal or 
part thereof as aforesaid appears to the Inspector to be 
diseased or unsound or unwholesome or unfit :for the food of 
man, he may seize and carry away the same himself or by 
his assistants, and may cause the same to be destroyed or 
may order the same OJ.' any part thereof to be kept apart and 
dealt with according to his directions. 

Provided that if the Inspector be not a Medical Prac-
titioner or Veterinary Surgeon he shall have no power to 
order the destruction of any such article or live animal or 
dead animal or part thereof. 

(4.) The expenses incurred in destroying any such 
article or live animal or dead animal or part thereof as 
aforesaid or in having the same kept apart and dealt with 
according to the directions of the Inspector shall be a debt 
due by the owner and may be recovered on the information 
of the Inspector in a summary manner from the owner or 
from the person who is in possession of such article or live 
animal or dead animal or parb. 
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(5.) If it appears to a Magistrate that any article or 
live animal or dead Emimal or part thereof which has been 
seized or is liable to be seized under this section is diseased 
or unsound or unwholesome or unfit for the food of man, 
the person to whom the same lJelongs or did belong at the 
time of sale or exposure for sale, or deposit or transmission 
for the purpose of sale or of preparation for sale, or in 
whose possession or on whose premises the same was 
found, shall be liable on summary conviction to a penalty 
not exceeding £50 for every such article or live animal 
or dead animal or part, or if the article consists of fruit;' 
vegetables, corn, bread or flour, for every parcel thereof. 

(6.) ·where it is shown that any article or live animal 
or dead animal or part thereof liable to be seized under this 
section and found in the possession of any person was 
purchased by him or consigned to him from another person 
for the food of man, and when so purchased or consigned 
was in such a condition as to b.:J liable to be seized under 
this section, the person who su ·. 'ld the same shall be liable 
to the fine above mentioned, unless he proves that at the 
time he sold or consigned the said article or live animal·or 
dead animal or part he did 11ot know and had no reason to 
believe that it was in such a condition. 

(7.) Where a person convicted of an offence under this / 
section has been within twelve months previously convicted 
of an offence under this section, the Court may, if it thinks 
fit, and finds that he knowingly and wilfully committed such 
offences, order that a notice of the facts be affixed, in such 
form and manner and for such period not exceeding 
one days as the Court may order, to any business premises 
or to any stall in any market occupied by that person, and 
that the person do pay the cost of such affixing ; and if any 
person obstructs the affixing of such notice or removes; 
defaces or conceals the notice affixed during the said period, 
or assaults, obstructs or resists any person duly authorised 
to affix such notice, he shall be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding £5. 

(8.) If any person licensed to sell meat within the 
limits of the City of or of any Borough, oi:' 
any butcher or seller of meat in any public market, or 
any person licensed under Part XVIc of this Ordinance 
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is convicted o£ an offence under this section, the Court 
convicting him may cancel his license for the sale of meat, 
or suspend the same for such time as the Court may deem 
:fit, and in the case of butchers and sellers of mea,t in the 
public markets, may order that such butcher or seller of meat 
shall be disqualified from selling meat in Emy public market. 

If any person after cancellation of his licence or 
disqualification as last aforesaid shall sell or keep or expose 
for sale any meat, such person shall be liable to imprisonment 
with or· without hrwd labour for any term not exceedii1g 
six months. 

(9.) Where a person has in his possession any article 
which is diseased or unsound or unwholesome or unfit for 
the food of man, he may, by written notice to the local 
authority, specifying such article and containing a sufficient 
identification of it, request its removal, and the local 
authority shall cause it to be removed; and such person 
shall pay to the local authority a reasonable sum for su,ch 
removal. 

(10.) Any person who refuses or ·fails to allow an 
Inspector to enter any premises or place for the purpose of 
making an inspection or examination under this section is 
liable on summary conviction to a penalty not exceeding 
£10; and the provisions of Sections 158 and 159 of this 
Ordinance shall apply to an Inspector as if he had been 
expressly named in those sections. 

(11.) In this section "Inspector" includes a Medical 
Officer of Health and a Sanitary Inspector appointed under 
the principal Ordinance, and1w Inspector of Meat appointed 
under the Port-of-Spain Corporation Ordinance, 1914. 

tli. The following shall be inserted as Part IXB of the 
Principal Ordinance:-

PART IXB. 
IMPORTATION oF FooD AND DRINK. 

1919 

85B.-(1.) The BmHd may make regulations authorising Importation of 
b t k f · l t' f d , , food and measures to e a en or t 1e preven ·wn o' anger ansmg drink. 

to public health from the importl1tion into )ohe Colony of 
articles of food c.md drink (other than drugs or water) 
intended for sale for human consumption. 
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('2.) There may be attached to the breach of any such 
:egulations a penalty not exceeding P50, to be recoverable 
In a summary manner. 

(3.) :B'or the purposes of regulations made under this 
section, articles commonly used for the food and drink of 
man shall be deemed to be intended for· sale for human 
consumption unless the contrary is proved. 

(4.) No compensation shall be payable to any person 
in respect of ::my article of food or drink destroyed under 
any regula,tion made under this section, nor shall any person 
acting under the authority of any such regulation be liable 
to any action at law in respect of such destruction. 

5. The following shall be inserted as Part IXo of the 
Principal Ordinance:-

PART IXo. 
SALE OF OYSTERS AND OTHER SHELL FISH. 

Sale o£ oysters 86o. No person shall, except with the licence of the 
and other 
shell fish. local authority, sell oysters and other shell fish in any urban 

• Fi:oteLq, 
,· .. rest<J.urants, 
: .· 11-nd shops. 

· district. 
The Local Authority may make bye-laws with regard 

to the issue of such licenses, with regard to the places from 
which oysters or other shell fish may be collected and with 
regard to the sale thereof. 

Any person contravening the provisions of this section 
or of any bye-law made thereunder shall be liable on 
su.mmary conviction to a penalty not exceeding £10. 

6. Part XV of the Principal Ordinance is hereby 
repealed, and the following shall be inserted in lieu 
thereof:-

PART XV. 
HOTELS, RESTAURANTS, AND SHOPS WHERE FooD IS SOLD 

BY RETAIL. 

165. A Local Authority may make bye-laws for all or. 
any of the following matters, that is to say :-
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The inspection of hotels, restaurants, retail shops 
and places where any article, cooked or uncooked, 
and intended for human consumption, is solc1, 
exposed or offered for sale, or deposited for the 
purpose of sale or of preparation for. sale ; 

(b.) .The cleanliness and disinfection of the premises, 
and of all instruments, appliances, furniture, 
utensils,· fixtures, and accessories used in con-
nection with the business carried on in any · 

(c.) 

(e.) 

(f.) 

hotel, restaurant, retail shop or other such place; 
The protection from contamination by dust, 
·flies and otherwise of all articles i1itended, 
exposed · or offered for sale for human 
consumption in such hotels, restaurants, retail 
shops and other places ; 
The precautions to be taken against the spread 
of infection or communication of disease from, 
to or amongst persons on f3UCh premises, 
whether occupiers, employees, employers, guests 
or uustomers ; 
The painting, varnishing, distempering or lime-· 
washing of the inner and outer walls, and of 
all fixtures, counters, shelves, doors, windows, 
and partitions of such hotels, restaurants, retail 
shops and other places ; 
The duties of owners and occupiers with regard 
to the removal and disposal of all refuse and 
waste matters from such hotels, restaurants, 
retail shops and other places. 

HucKSTERs. 

1919 

155A. A Loca] Authority may make bye-laws for the Hucksters. 
protection from contamination by dust, or flies or otherwise 
of all foodstuffs, cakes, pastry, and other confectionery 
kept, sold, or offered for saJe, outside of building, or in 
any street, square, or other public place. . 

7. fhe following shall be inserted as Part XVIA of the 
principal Ordinance:-
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PART XVIA. 
BARBERS' A.ND SIMILAR SHOPS. 

156A.-(l.) A local authority may make bye-laws as to 
all or any of the following matters relating to shops, that is 
to say:-

(a.) the cleanliness and disinfection of the premises 
and of all ·instruments, appliances, furniture, 
utensils, fixtures and accessories used in or in 
connection with the business carried on in such 
pre1mses ; 

(b.) precautions against the spread of infection or 
communication of disease from, to or amongst 
persons on such premises, whether occupiers, . 
employers, employees or customers; 

(c.) the entry on and examinabion of such premises 
by the local authority; 

('2.) In this section the. term " shop " includes 
"barber's shop" and any room in any shop used for the 
purpose of carrying on the business of a barber, and also 
any other shop or room or class of shop or room which by 
proclamation in the Royc[l Gc[zette the (i overnor in Executive 
Council may declare to be included in such term. 

8. The following shall be inserted as Parb XVIB of the 
principal Ordinance :-

PART XVIB. 
SLAUGHTER-HOUSEs. 

156B.-(l.) The local authority of any mban district 
may, if they think fit, provide one or more slaughter-houses 
in such district, and from and after the provision of any 
such slaughter-house, it shall not be lawful for any person 

. to slaughter any animal intended for the food of man in 
any place vYithin the district except in any such slaughter-

. house, and any person acting in contravention of the 
provisions of this section is liable to a penalty not exceeding 
£10 for each animal slaughtered, 
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(2.) In this section the term "animal " means any 
bull, cow, ox, steer, bullock, heifer, calf, sheep, lamb, pig or 
goat and sJn:y other a.nimal which by proclamation in the 
Royal the Governor in Executive Council may 
declare to be included 1vithin such term. 

(3.) Any such local authority as aforesaid may make 
bye-la1vs for regulating the use of any slaughter-houses 
provided by them, and of all buildings, stalls, pens, 
slaughtering places, or other parts thereof, and the 
approaches thereto and any pastures attached thereto, and 
specifically for all or any of the following purposes, 
namely:-

( a.) For fixing the tolls, rents and other charges to 
be paid thereat, and for regulating the· rights 
and liabilities of owners of any animals brought 
therein and the right of access to such 
slaughter-houses and appurtenant grounds or 

(b.) 

(c.) 

(d.) 

any part thereof ; · 
For regulating the manner of occupying and 
using such slaughter-houses, and the inspection 
and slaughtering of animals therein ; 
vVith respect to the licensing of slaughter-men 
and the suspell8ion, revocation and cancellation 
of such licenses ; 
For fixing the hours at which such slaughter-
houses shall be opened and closed; 

(e.) For fixing the hours when, and prescribing the 
conditions and requirements under and subject 
to which, animals are t.o be slaughtered therein; 

(f.) 

(g.) 

For fixing the times whmi and prescribing the 
conditions and requirements under and subject 
to 1vhich carcases and other parts of any animals 
slaughtered in such slaughter-houses shall be 
removeCJ therefrom; 
For prescribing the description and make of the 
carts to be provided by the owners of carcases 
of animals slaughtered in such slaughter-houses 
for the removal of such carca.ses therefrc m; 

1919 
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(h.) For dealing with any aninml which may be 
found to be diseased; 

(i.J For regulating the feeding and -vvatering of 
animals brought therein and for preventing 
cruelty therein ; 

(J'.) For regulating the landing of animals intended 
to be taken direct from the landing place to 
any such slaughter-house, and prescribing the 
precautions to be observed by the owners of 
such animals in bringing such animals into the 
slaughter-house or any part thereof; 

(k.) For regulating and £xing the chr1rges for the use 
of any scales provided by the local authority; 

(l.) For preventing nuisances and obstructions in 
any such slaughter-houses or any part thereof, 
or the approaches thereto or the grounds 
around the slaughter-house buildings, and for 
the summary ejection from such slaughter-
houses, approaches or grounds of any person 
or persons found fighting. or behaving in a 
disorderly or riotous manner or creating any 
disturbance therein. 

Defaultoof (4.) Where any owner makes default in complying with owners m b l .:J , tl o o o o , t coomplying any ye- ttW maue uncter llS sectiOn llTipOSlllg any CLU y Oil 
With bye-laws. him with respect to any animal belonging to him, it shall 

Default in payment of expenses, 

be lawful for the local authority, without prejua_ice to their 
right to iHPotitute summary proceedings for the breach of 
such bye-law, to undertake the execution of such duty, and 
the expel!ses incurred. for the purpose shall be a debt due 
from such owner to the local authority. 

(5.) Where default is made by any owner in payment 
of any expenses due to the local authority under this Part 
of this Ordinance or under any bye-la-vvs made thereunder, 
it shall be lawful for the local authority to recover the 
expenses due by summary proceedings before the Magistrate 
or by sale of any animal of the owner then in the slaughter-
house. 
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(6.) Any sale under this section shall be by public sale · f d . h f A proceects auctwn, a tor seven ays advertiSement t ereo . nd the thereof. 
local authority shall apply the proeeeds of such sale in or 
towa.rds the payment of the costs and expenses of such sale 
·and secondly in or towards payment of the sums due by the 
owner to the local authority; and the surplus, if any, shall 
be paid to the person entered as the owner of the animal in 
the books of the local authority. 

9. The following shall be inserted as Part XVIc of the 
principal Ordinance :-

PART XVIc. 
SALE OF FRESH MEAT IN PROCLAIMED AREAS. 

156c.-(L) The Governor in Executive Council may 
from time to time by proclams.tion declare any area, to be 
defined in such proclamation, (hereinafter referred to as a 
"defined area"), being outside the limits of the City of 
Port-of-Spain, the Boroughs of San· Fernando and Arirna 
and of Princes Town as defined in Ordinance No. 44. of 
1917, to be an area in which fresh meat shall not be sold 
except in premi::;es or places approved and by persons 
licensed for the purpose by the loeal authority. 

(2.) On the coming into operation of any such pro-
clamation it shall be lawful for the local authority of the 
district in which a defined area is situate from time to time 
to approve premises or plaoes in such area in which fresh 
meat may be solcl or offered. or exposed for sale, and to 
grant to auy person or persons licenses to sell or offer or 
expose for sale fresh meat in such premises or places. 

(3.) Every such lieense shall be issued free of charge to 
the applic;mt, shall (unless cancelled under Sub-section (5) 
of this seetion or under Sub-section (8) of Section 85Et 
of this Ordinance) expire on the succeeding thirty-first day of 
December and shall be granted on such terms and conditions 
as the local authority may from time to time determine. 

(4.) No license under this section shail be granted to £L 
person suffering fron1 any communicable or infectious disease, 
or to any person whose state of health is1 in the opinion of 

:g2 

1919 
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the Medical Officer of HeQ,lth, such as to render him unfit 
to be eoncerned in the sale of meat. 

(5.) The loeal authority may cancel any license on a 
breach of any of the terms and conditions thereof, and shall 
caneel any such license if the holder thereof is found to be 
suffering from any communicable or infectious disease or 
·whose state of health is in the opinion of the Medical Officer 
of Health such as to unfit him to be concerned in th8 sale 
o£ meat. 

( 6.) Any person who sells or offers or exposes for sale 
any fresh meat in a defined area except on premises or in a 
place approved by the local authority or not being the 
holder of an unexpired license gran ted under this section 
shall be liable on conviction to a penalty not exceeding £10. 

(7.) In this section" fresh meat" means fresh meat of 
any bull, cow, ox, steer, bulloek, heifer, calf, sheep, lamb, 
pig, goat or turtle slaughtered for sale, and ineludes 
imported fresh meat. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

10. The Principal Ordinance is hereby amended in the 
followi .. particulars :-

(a.) eetion 15 is hereby repealed, anc1 in lieu thereof 
shall be re d the following :-

15. 1e local authority in tm Urban Sanitary 
and if so required by the 

Boafd, appomt a Medwal Officer of Health, a 

f f) 
j 

Q' t (; 117 ?--I 

Seer tary, such Sanitary Inspeci;ors and other 
office as may from time to time be necessary. 

In ural Sanitary c1istriets, thA District 
Medical fficer shall be the Medical Officer of . 
Health, ar d the other officers of the authority 
shall be by the Governor. (' (' u '-'-'! )-f1 Qualifications 

!) of Sanitary 
Inspectors, 

Provided that a "£anitary Inspector in an Urban 
Sanitary et shall be the holder of a 
eertificate of · uch body as the Board 
may from time to time approve, that he 
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examimttion shown himself competent 
for sucli ...._____ 

Provided also that the Boa1-cl--.m.ay. in such cases as it 
thinks fit dispense with 

1919 

(b.) The following shall be inserted after (b) of sub- Bye.-laws as to 
t . (1)' f t' 17 Samhary SeC lOll 0 SeC lOll :- Inspectors. 

(c.) the regulation of the instruction and examina-
tion of persons desiring to qualify as SEmitary 
Inspectors, and the issue of certificates to 
successful candiClates at such examinations. 

(c.) The penultimate paragraph of section 42 shall be Verbal 
read with the omission of the words " or their" in the of 
eighth line thereof. 

(cl.) In Section 51, in lieu of "whitewashing" and Verbal· 
"whitewash" shall be read "limewashing" and " limewash" of 
respectively. 

(e.) Section 61 is hereby repealed, and in lieu thereof PrivieB, drains 
shall be read the follov;ring :- and ashpits. 

61. A local authority may make bye-laws for the 
vvhole or any part of their district with respect 
to privies, drains, and ashpits, and the proper 
accessories thereof in connection with buildings, 
whether constructed before or after the com-
mencement of this Ordinance. 

(.f.) In Eeu of Sub-section (3) of Section 62 shall be and 
disinfection. read the following:-

(3.)-(ct) the cleansing and disinfection of buildings or 
parts thereof; 

(b) the cleansing and disinfection of privies, 
dustbins and drains ; and 

(c) the collection, removal and disposal of night 
soil · 

upon such charges as the Local Authority may from 
time to time fix. 
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(g.) The following shall be read as Sub-section (5) 
of Section 7'2 :-

(5.) Provided that in the event of immediate action 
becoming in the opinion of the Chairman of the 
local authority necessary to deal with a 
the abatement of which is certified by the Medical 
Officer of Health to be urgent, the Chairman 
of the local authority may take all such steps 
a1id do all such things as the local authority 
is empowered to do for the purpose of abating 
a nuisance under this Part of the Ordinance. 

(h.) Section 83 is hereby amended as follows :-

In Sub-section (1) in the fifth line of paragraph (l), 
in lieu of the word "regulations" shall be read 
the words "bye-laws." 

After paragraph C0 shall be read the following:-

(m) for the cancellation of licenses for breaches 
of bye-laws. 

Sub-section (3) shall be read with the insertion of 
the words " unless cancelled under the provi-
sions hereof" after the word " shall" in the 
second line. 

( i.) The following shall be inserted as sub-section (3) 
of Section 93 :-

(3.) This section shall not apply to any school house 
or building built for the purposes of public enter-
tainment which is situated in a district in which 
there is an adequate pipe-borne water supply. 

(f.) Section 104 is hereby amended as follows:-

In the fifth line of paragraph (b) of sub-section (1), 
after the word " Officer " shall be read the 
words ''of Health." 
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In lieu of the words "to the Surgeon-General and 
to the BmHd" in paragraphs (a) and (b) of 
Sub-section (1) shall be read the words "to the 
Secretary of the Board." 

1919 

(k.)- In Section 109, in the third line of Sub-section (J) Verbal /_ /. , 
"(No.161)" shall be struck out; and after the ,T • /C.., 
"disease" in the ninth line shall be read '( s "or is /;!rj / .... 
" lodged in any common lodgin o· _,, , and the words "and .· ,ify, }6--/11 V:: 
" any person so suff . · · w 10 is lodged in any common v • C-) / · · 
" lodging hm: , 1ay on a like certificate and with the like 6j 
" co Je so removed" shall be struck OU1G. / 

( Z.) In Sub-section (1) of Section 112, after the word Infected 
" disease" in the :second line thereof shall be read the words 
" or who is nursing or attending· on a mtse of infectious ocou-

d. ,, patwns. 
" ISease. 

(m.) Section 113 is hereby amended as follows :- Infected 

I 0 b · · . h ll clothes not to n PU -S8Ctl011 (1) after the WOrd "IDfeCtlOUS "· S a be sent to . 
be rend the words " or communicable." laundry. 

In Sub-section (2) in lieu of the wo1:ds "take or send" 
in the first line shall be reacl the words " take 
:send or deliver ; " after the words " laundry or" 
shall be read the word "give" and after the 
worc1 " infectious " shall be read the words " or 
communicable.'' 

(n.) In the last line of the second IJaragmnh of section amend· . . 1 mmn of 115, m hen of the words " at the cost of the local Section 115. 
authority " shall be read the words " at the cost of ::mch 
owner or occupier." 

(o.) Tbe following st.1b-section shall be added to 
Section 118 : book. 

( 6.) In this section the term " book" includes news-
papers, magazines and other periodicals. 

(p.) In Section 122, after the word " vehicle " in the Disinfectinn o£ 
first line shall be read the words "other than a hearse." publiovehicles. 

(q.) In paragraph (g) of Section 140, in lieu of the Bye-lnwsfor 
words "white-vvashing or colour-washing" shall be read barracks, &c. 

the words "or limewashing." 

·>:: 
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(r.) In Section 15'2, in lieu of the -vvord "contagious " 
shall be read the word "communicable." 

11. The following shall be read as Section 19a 6£ the 
Principal Ordinance : · ··· · 

19A. It shall be la\vful for tJ1e Medical Inspector of 
Health, with the written authority of the Board, to enter 
any premises at any _ _;reasonable time for the purpose of 
making enquirie§jn·felation to matters connected with the 
public hea_lth""'or with respect to which the sanction, 
approy.a1r0r consent of the Board is required under this 

...Ord'iD.a nee. 
12. Sections 1, '2, 3, 18, '2'2, 35 and 36 of the Food and 

Drugs Ordinance (No. 162), the Importation of Food 
Ordinance, 1906 (18 of 1906) and sections 252, 269 (1), '271, 
and 272 of the Port-of-Spain Corporation Ordinance, 1914, 
Sections 32 and 34 of the Port-of-Spain Corporation 
(Amendment) Ordinance, 1918, all the words after the 
words "Bayed Gazette " in Section 163 of the Public 
Health Ordinance, 1915, and the Public Health (Regulations 
as to Food) Ordinance, No. 4.0 of 1917 are hereby repealed. 

13. This Ordinance shall commence on a day to be fixed 
by the Governor by proclamation in the Gazette. 

Passed in Council this Thirtieth day of May, in 
the year of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and 
nineteen . 

J. M. FARFAN, 
Acting Ole1·k of the 


