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B E it enacted by the Governor of rrrinidad and 'I'obago 
. with .the advice and consent of the Legislative Council· 

-thereof as follows :-· · 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the ~Medical Service Short title. 

·Ordinance, 1921. 

2. In this Ordinance the expression "Medical PractitionerP Interpretation • 

. means any person qualifiecl, by the laws of Great Britain: and 

.freland and of this Colony to practise Medicine and Surgery. 

3. It _shall be lawful for the Gove~nor froin. time to .. t~me :n:~~~J~t 
to appomt such person as he may thmk fit, bemg a medical General. 

practitioner, to be Surgeon-General for the Colony of 

.[ P1·ice 3d. J 

;::. 
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Duties of 
Surgeon· 
General. 

Idem. 
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Trinidad and Tobago, and every such person so appointed 
shall hold office during the pleasure of the Governor. 

4. The Surgeon-General shall ei officio be_ a member of the 
Medical Board of Trinidad a,nd shall have tfie general super­
intendence and direction of the public Medical "Service of the 

· Colony and of the several hospitals and .medica..l establish­
ments supported by the Government, and ''shall perform 
such other duties as the Governor may frbrri tim.e.to time 
direct. He shall at least once in every year· -'Plake a ~eport 
in writing to the Governor as to the state and -con9j,~ion 
of such hospitals and medical. establishments~; .i1il:a -,all 
requisitions for medicines, instruments, stores a,nd:-~iip]2~_ies 
of all kinds required for the use of ·any such hos'p:itia;Lor 
medical establishment shall be subniitted to the Su.rgeoli­
General, and no expenditure shall be incurred without ·his:· 
knowledge and sanction. 

5. The Surgeon-General rllhall :be the senior Consulting 
Surgeon of all Colonial Hospitals and medical eetablish'­
ments supported by the G9:vwn:r:r,:te11t an,d is hereby 
authorised to visit and inspect at all times, all hospitals, 
infirmaries, asylums, alms-houses, prisons, reformatories. 
and industria.l schools and all other medical institutions 
which shall in any way receive public aid, pecuniary or 
otherwise, also all immigrant and estate hospitals established 
under the Immigration Ordinances. 

Idem. 6. The Surgeon-General shall be authorised and required 
tojnveBt,igatc all complaints .against any officer of the 
Medica] Service or reflecting upon the order, discipline or 
mam1gement, of . any hosp':l.tal or medical establishment 
supported by the Government, and to enquire into and 
inyestiga_te .all complaints of ill-treatment received by any 
inmate or inmates within any such institution, alsq to. 
enquire into all breaches of the rules and regulations made 
an9- saJ;J.otioned.from. time to time for the management and 
go:ver:p,m.ent of any such imipitution. 

Obstructing 7. Any person who shall obstruct the Surgeon-General 
the Surgeon- G t M a· 1 Offi . th a· h f General or any or any OVernmen e lOa •Cer ln e lSC arge 0 any 
Gov~!n!f!..~~r_. ·duty imposed upon him by this or any other Ordinance 
li'Iedraal •-'· ·· · . . . , . · 
o:m~r. '".. ::;hall ·be. liable on summary convwtwn before a. magistrate 

to a penalty not exceeding :five pounds. 
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8. It shall be lawful for the Governor to appoint from .Appointment 
. . h h th' k :fit b . of Government t1me to tune suo pe·rsons as e may 1n , e1ng Medical 

Medical Practitioners, to be Government Medical Officers of Officers. 

the ·Colony. Such Government Medical OfficerS shall hold 
office during the Governor's pleasure·. 

9. It shall be the duty of Government Medical Officers Dutie~ of 

to give wit46ut further remuneration medical attendance ~ili:ient 
and aid at public hospitals, infirmaries ·and asylums and to Officers. 

the Constabulary, prisoners, paupers and indentured. immi-
grants, in.aocordance with such Tegulatiomi or instructions 
as tha· Governor may from time to time approve, and to act· 
as District and Port Hef1lth Officers, and to perform such 
o~hEJr. medical duties as the Governor may from tiine to 
tiJ;Be direct. · 

10. 'Govei"nment Medical·· Officers shall be district Idem. 

vaccinators ·under the V £19oination ·,'Ordinance,· shall be 
Medici:>" I ·Officers ·under· the· Immigration Ordinance, shall 
view; examine ·and make post· mortem examinations and 
reports under the Coroners Ordinance, shall examine and 
certify lunatics under the Lunatics ·Ordinance, and shall 
give ·professional evidence in all cases ·of felo~y tmd misde­
meanour in all courts of th'e Colony whenever required so 
to do, ana· for these services shall be allowed such fees, if. 
any, as may from tir:ne to time· .be authorised by Ordinance 
or by regulation made by the Governor in Executive 
Council and approved by the ·Legislative Council. 

11_. It sl~all ~e lawful £or ·the Gov~~?or by ·proola:mation M:!~~~~. 
pubhshed m the Royal Gazette to d1v1de such portwns of 
the Colony as he may_ see fit ·into medical districts, and 
from time to time by like ··proclamation to ·abolish and 
reconstitute such districts ·and to alter or change the' 
boundaries thereof. 

12. It shall. be lawful for the Governor from time to time Governor may 

to assign to any G~vernment Medical Officet' the performance ~~~~~.special> 
of any special duties authorised by this· Or_qinanoe, or the · 
performance of the ,duties of .any public medioa,l appointment 
or of any medioaJ distriop c'onstitute'd under this· Ordinanc(3 
and· to relieve him fr;>m :the ·performance ·Of ··any cW the 
aforesaid duties· or tol:remcive· ·any such OffiCer· 'from onti 
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Government 
Medical 
Officers 
attached to 
hospitals. 

medical appointment or district to another when in the 
interests of the public service he m!:Ly s.ee jit. 

18. Government Medical Officers attached to public 
hospitals and a-sylums solely for duties connected therewith 
shall reside at their respective institutions and shall not 
engage in private practice or in any occupation or under­
taking that can in any way interfere with their public 
duties without the special authority in ,;writing of the. 
Governor, which authority the Governor may withdraw at 
any time. Any Officer offending against the provisions of 
this section shall be liable to removal from .the . public 
serviCe. 

Hi. Government Medical Officers while in charge of 
Medica,l Districts shall reside within the limits of their . 
respective districts at such places as the Governor may 

Residence and 
private 
practice of 
District 
Medical 
Officers. - approve, and shall, unless debarred therefrow by the terms 

of appointment, be alloyy~d private practice, provided it 
does not interfere with t~e .due performance of their public 
duties, _and may'be required by regulation or official iostruc­
tion to render professional .. aid to all sick persons within 
their respective .. districts, . and. in emergencies .beyond the 
limits of their respectiv8\districts,_ and for such professional 
services shall be entitled to .receive or to recover such fees 
as may be authori$ed for the time being by any regu­
lation or tariff made :under the f!,uthority of this Ordinance. 

Redguja~fl'·ons f 15. It shall be lawful for the Governor to make· any 
.an tari s 0 • • d b th" 0 a· h t fees. regulatwns reqUire y· IS r mance or t a may seem 

advisable for regul~ting the duties of Government Medical 
Officers or for the benefit of the_public Medical Service, a.nd 
it shall in like mann~r be lawful for the Governor to frame 
a tariff of fees for any. special professional services required 
l;>y this Ordinance or. by. any regulations made under. the. 
authority of this Ordinance. 

All regulations and tariffs ma<le or framed under the 
authority of this Ordinance shall be laid before the Legislative 
Council for approval, and when approved shall be published · 
in the Royal GazeUe. · 

Prod11.c;;tior,t o_f a copy of. the.Royal Gazette containing_ 
regulations . and. t_11riffs purporting to have been mad.e under .. 
the provisions o_f thi~ Ordinanq~ shall . be pr~md . fa.eie. 

( 
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evidence in all Courts and for all purposes whatever of the 
due making and tenor of such regulations and tariffs. 

1921. 

16. The Medical Service Ordinance, No. 195, and the Repeal. 

Medical Service (Amendment) Ordinance, 1913, are hereby 
repealed. · 

Passed in Council this :first day of April, in the 
year of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-one. 


