
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 

No. 36-1925. 
( • 
-

I ASSENT, 

[L.S.·J 
H. A. BYATT, 

Govemqr, 

18th June, 1925. 

AN ORDINANCE to consolidate and amend the law 
relating to Agricultural Contracts. 

[18th ]m~, 1925.] 

BE it enacted by the Governor of Trinidad anq. Tobago 
with the advice and consent of the Legislative 

Council thereof as follows :-
1. This Ordinance rna y be cited as the Agricultural Sbort title. 

Contracts Ordinance, 1925. 
2. In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise l

1
nterpreta· 

· t.on. reqUlres-
(1 Agricultural Contract " and "Contract " mean an 

agreement whereby a person called a contractor is let into 
possession of a parcel of land by the owner thereof for the 
purpose of brin~ing such parcel of land into cultivation or 
for the bonU. f1de purpose of extending the cultivation 
thereon in accordance with the terms of such agreement, 
and includes all contracts whether entered into before 
or after the commencement of this Ordinance, and whether 
registered or unregistered, but shall not include any 
agreement relating to the cultivation of sugar-cane. 

[Price 1/3.] 

1 ' I 



No. 36. 

2 
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" Bailiff " means the Bailiff attached to the Court 
and includes his assistants ; 

"Claim" means any action, suit, or other proceeding 
brought or taken under t l1 is Ordinance : 

" Clerk " means the Clerk of the Pea ce or Assistant 
Clerk of the Peace att ached to the Petty Civil Court ; 

"Court " means the Court in which any claim is 
brought or is being prosecuted ; and includes the Judge, 
or, in the case of the Supreme Court, a Judge of such Court ; 

"Cultivate" mrcms d earing, sowing, planting, draining, 
cleaning, weeding, or any agricultural work whatsoever 
done upon lands under contract ; 

" Defendant " means any person against whom relief 
of any sort is claimed under this Ordinance ; 

" Functionary " includes any Magistrate, Justice, 
\Varden, Assistant \Varden, and any public officer duly 
appointed by the Governor to be a functionary under 
thts Ordinance ; 

" Judge" means t he Judge of the Petty Civil 
Court of the district in which the lands under contract or 
any port ion thereof are situate ; 

" Judgment" and "Order" mean any judgment, 
decision, direction, ruling, finding, or order made by 
the Court; 

"Owner" means the proprietor of any land given out 
or part of which is given out under a contract to be 
culttvated by a contractor, or the duly authorized agent or 
manager for the time being of such ow1Jer, or the person 
in whom such lands shall from time to time be vested, or 
his duly authorized agent or manager for the·time being; 

" Plaintiff" means .any person cJaiming relief of any 
sort against a defendant under this Ordinance ; 

" Registered " meant; registered under the provisions of 
this Ordinance ; 

·~Registered cont ractor" means a contractor whose 
contract is registered ; 

"Unregistered contractor" means a contractor whose 
contract is not registered. 
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Agriwltural Contracts-Ge11.eralty. 

3. Nothing contained in the Masters and Servants :\gricultuml 
Ordinance, No. 66, shall (l.ffect any contract falling within Contracts. 

the provisions of this Ordinance. 

4. - (1) A contract, ·whether entered into before or after Rights ot 
the commencemtnt of thi-, Ordinance, shall not be deemed or contmctor. 

be construed to be or to create an interest in land ; but a 
contractor shall, subject to the provisions hereinafter 
contained, be entitled as against the O\o\'ller to the 
possession of the parcel of land in respect of which he has 
a contract, although such parcel of land may be subject 
to the provisions of the Real Property Ordinance, No. 60. 
and although a note of such contract shall not Ita ve been 
endorsed on the Crown grant or certificate of title evidencing 
title to such land. 

(2) The contractor's right to possession shall include 
the right to reap and apply to his own use the provisjons 
on the land under contract, and the right to reap in the 
ormnary course of husbandry and to apply to his o·wn use, 
unless prohibited by the terms of his contract, the produce 
of the trees on such land. 

(3) The contractor shall, subject to the proviSion~ 
hereinafter contail\ed , be entitled to r<:tain possc.ssion 
until he has been paid all moneys payable to lum by the 
owner in respect of his contract or in pursuance of any 
judgment or order founded on such contract or the 
provisions of this Ordinance. 

(4) Nothing herein contained shall in any wise 
prejumce or affect debts due to the Crown or any right of 
the Crown. 

5. Where a contractor remains in possession after the Duties of 

expiration. or terminati?n of his contract, the contr.a7tor ~~~:~~r 
sha ll contmue to be subJect to all the terms and conditions pas:~ession. 
of such contract in like manner as if such contract had 
not expired or had not terminated. 
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6. Notwithstan ding the occupa tion by the contractor 
of an y land under contract, and notwithstanding his right 
of possession , all such trees, plants, or vegetable productions 
as may be upon it a1. the time such contract is entered 
into, or which may, during the continuance of the contract, 
be sown or planted by the contractor to be delivered over 
to and be for the benefit of the owner at the termination of 
the contract, shall, during such occupation , and subject to 
the provisions of this Ordinance, be and be held to be 
the property of the O\vner for all purposes both civil and 
criminal. 

7. lf any animal, whether the propl:rty of i.he contractor 
or not, strays and damages the tn:es. plants, or vegetable 
productions belonging to the owner, whc::ther such damage 
be done on the land held under contract or not, it shall 
be lawful for the owner to impound the said animal, and 
the provi.sio11s of the Pound Orclinance, No. 12, shall 
apply to all such cases. 

Liauilily for 8. On the aliC'nation or devolution of own ership of 
~~~:;t~~tson an allotment or of any estate when:on land may be. held by 
sale or a contractor, the incoming owner of such allotment or 
devolution estate shall, sub]'ect to the provisions hereinafter contained, of est.'lte. 

be bound by all contracts existing at the t ime of such 
alienatic.n or devolutio11, and such incoming owner shall be 
liable for t he pcrforn1ance of all unfulfilled pmis of 
such contracts in the same manner and to the same extent 
as, bnt for such alienation or devolution, the former owner 
would have been liable. 

Contrnc~ 9.- (1) The owner of any Janel subject to a mortgage 
entered mto 1 ll t · . · 1 th · 
subscqucntlvs 1a not en er 1nto m1y contract save Wlt 1 e 'vr1tten 
to a mort· · consent of the mortgagee. Any person contravening the 
~~~~ct~n the p:-ov:ision of this sub-section shall be liable to a penalty of 

twenty pounds; Provided tJmt no such contravention 
shall affect tbe validity of the contract. 

(2) A contract made sub!:>equently to a mortgage 
shall bind the mortgagee and any person claiming through 
him: Provided that such mortgagee or other person shall 
not be liable to pay for any tree 'vvhich was planted prior to 
the date of the contract and which was at such date two 
years old or more, and suclJ mortgagee or other person 



5 

No. 36. Agricultural con tracts. 

shall not be liable to pay more than hall the stipulated 
price (which price shall not exceed the price ordiJl?.rily 
paid in the district) for trees whkh were pJantcu priur to 
the date of the contract and which were at such date 
less than two years old. The onus of proving the age 
of any tree planted bdore the date of the contract shall 
be on the contractor. 

192S. 

(3) Such mortgagee or other person shall be ent itled Mortgngcr 

ff I h h h. . . d mnv p~v ucr to pay o· sue 1 contractor w et er 1s contract IS reg1stere cn,iLruc:t..,,·. 
or not and to recover possession of the land under cont ract 
upon giving notice to the contractor at any time \vithin 
three mon ths after taking possession of the allotment or 
·estate of which the land subject to such contract forms 
part, although the term of such contract shall not have 
expired. 

(4) Any additional payment to which the contractor 
shall be entit led under the terms of his contract shall be 
recoverable from the mortgagor, or any other person who 
may be liable. 

(5) Evl!ry contract entered into in respect of land 
subject to a mortgage shall be registered by the mortgagor 
within one year of the entry into possession by the 
contractor under such contrart : Provided that where a 
mortgage is subsisting at the commencement of this 
Ordinance such contract shall be registered vY ithin ( ne 
year [rom such commencement. 

Any person fai ling to comply wilb the requirements o f 
this sub-~ec tinn ~hall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
twenty pounr.l::; : Provided that no Sll rh contravention 
shall affect the validity of 1 be contract. 

10. If in any contract there shall be any provision mesal 
directly or indirectly respecting the place where or the s tipulations. 

manner in which or the person or persons with whom the 
whole or any part of the earnings due or to become due to 
any contractor shall be laid out or expended, such provision 
shall be and is hereby declared illegal, null Md void : 
Provided that this section shall not apply to moneys 
advanced by the owner to the contractor to be expended 
upon the cultivation of the land under contract. 

', I 
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--------------------------- - ---
11. Nobvithstanding any provLc;ion to the cont rary in 

the cont ract contained, tile O\·vner shnll pay a ll rates, taxes, 
and other moneys due to t he Crown in respect of any parcel 
of land held under contract f10m him, and also in respect 
of any buildings erected thereon. 

12. In the case of continued disability of the contractor 
arising from illness, injury, or other reasonable cause to 
main tain his con b·act in proper order or to provide 
for sn <.:h ma intenance, the owner may, but shaU not lx~ 
obliged to, do any necessary work which should have been 
done by the contractor under the terms of his contract, 
and it shall be lawful for the owner to deduct from. 
moneys to come to the co ntractor the actual cost n f 
such work exclusive of that of supervision. 

<:t,~l trac tor 13. Where a contractor dies intestate and without next 
dylll@: f k" h l lJ • I . • h f intestate nnd o ' 111, t e owner s 1a , \>VItLnn two mont s rom the da1 e 
~~~~~o:rtkin. of such death, cause a valuation of such contlact to be 

made, and such owner shall, after deducting any sum owing 
to him by such contractor, deposit in the Post Office 
Savings Bank such sum as may be found by such valuation 
to be due to the deceased contractor, and such deposit shall 
discharge such owner P1'0 tanto from any claim or demand 
respecting such contract, and all such moneys shall be 
received at the said Bank tmder the name of the contractor 
with the addit ion of t he words " contracto r, deceased," and 
may be drawn from the said Bank in the maTtner provided 

(22- 1918) by the Savings Bank Ordinance, 1918. 

Inspection of 14. The owner and any person or persons appointed by 
'·•ncl. him, and any person or persons appointed by the Court, 

may enter upon the land under contract at any reasonable 
times to inspect or to value the same, and any contractor 
obstructing or molesting any such person in ~o doing ·-. 
shall be liable, on summary conviction before a Magistrate, 
tc a penalty not exceeding five pounds. 

Erection d 
buildings. 

15. The contractor may, with the consent in writing o·f 
the owner, and upon such part of the land under contract 
as the ovmer may point out to him, erect buildings -upon 
the said lands. 
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Registered Contracts. 

16.-(1) A contract in writing signed by the parties Hegis~tion . . . f d or wnttco 
thereto, ln duplicate, m the presence 0 an attested by a contracts. 

functionary as a witness, shall be registered under tlili 
Ordinance. 

(2) Before the contract is signed as aforesaid, the 
functionary before whom it is signed shall explain or cause 
to be explained the terms and conditions thereof to the 
pa1tics thereto, and shall satisfy himself that the said 
parties understand the terms and conditions thereof. 

17. There shall be paid on the signing and attestation Fees. 

of enclt duplicate as aforesaid the fee set forth in the Second 
Schedule to this Ordinance. The said fee shall be paid by 
the owner. 

18.-{ l) Where the contract is not signed before the Co~t;racts in 

J udge, it shall be the duty of the functionary before whom;~~~!~ be! 

it is signed forthwith to forward both duplicates to the and iiled. 

J udge. 
(2) Where the contract is signed before t he Judge, or 

where any c~.mtract shall have been forwarded to him under 
t he last preceding sub-sect ion, the Judge shall cause one 
of the duplicates to be securely and safely fiJed in his office. 
and shall forthwith transmit the other to t he Registrar­
General who shall register t he same. 

19. Upon receipt by the Registrar-General of a contra('t Registration 
duly signed and attested as aforesaid, such cont1 act shall vr contr.l:: ts. 

be deemed to be registered under the provisions of thig 
Ordinance. 

20.-{1) The Registrar-General shall keep a book, to be Rcgistcr or 
called the Register Book of Agricultural Contracts, in which contracts. 

all such contracts received by him as aforesaid shall be 
properly recorded. 

(2) All persons shall be at liberty to search thP. Re::gister Searches. 
Book, or the file in the office of the Judge, on payment of 
the sum of one shilling, and no mult iplication of books 
shall increase the fee. 
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21. On t he payment of a fee of one shilling, any person 
shall be entitled to be supplied with a copy of a contract 
filed in the office of the Judge or registered at the office of 
U1c Registrar-General and of the endorsements thereon, 
duly certified under the hand of the Judge or his Clerk 01 

of the Registrar-General. 

22. - {1) A contractoT with the consent in writing of the 
owner , may assign his interest in a registered cont ract at 
any time to any person or persons. 

(2) After such assignment the assignee shaU have the 
same rights and be subject to the same liabilities under the 
cont ract as his assignor had and was subject to . 

23.-(1) A registered contract may be discharged or 
voluntari1y cancelled by a receipt or memorandum signed 
in the presence of and attested by a functionary. 

(2) \Vhere the functionary is not the Judge, he shalJ 
forthwith forward such receipt or memorandum to the 
Judge, who shall cause the same to be filed in his office. 

24..-(1) A note of every assignment made with the 
written consent of the owner, and of every discharge or c 

cancellation of a contract , and of every judgment or order 
111ade in pursuance of tJ1is Ordinance, shall be endorsed on 
the duplicate Iiled with the Judge, and such note shall be 
signed by the Judge. 

(2) The Judge shall fort hwith transmit a note of every 
such assignment, discharge, cancellation, judgment , or order 
to the Registrar-General, who shall cause the same to be 
endorsed on the contract affected thereby, and such 
endorsation shall be signed by tl1e Registrar-General. 

Cla1:ms in. respect of Registered Contracts. 

25. In any of the following cases :-

(I) vVhere a registered contractor transfers or 
mortgages or su blets his contract without having 
previously obtained the consent in wtiting of 
the owner to do so ; or 
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(2) When the term or interest of a registered 
contractor in the contract has expired, eith<>r 
under the terms of the contract or upon expira­
tion of a notice to quit when necessary; or 

(3) Where a registered con tractor neglects the 
cultivation of the land under contract, or his 
cultivation of the same is gr-ossly defective, or 
where a contractor breaks or evades any of the 
terms and conditions of the co'ntract ; or 

(·I) vVherc a registered contractor receives mon~::ys 
from the 0\\ner to be expended upon tl1t: 

cultivation of the land and does not so expend 
them; or 

(5) Where by the terms of a registered contract. tl.c 
owne1· is entitled to ba ve the same cancelled ; t1r 

1925. 

(6) vVhere a registered contractor has been convicted 
of larceny or o( any offence under the Sale of 
Pr~du.ce Ordin~ce, 1921 , or of conveying or (54_1921> 
bemg m possessiOn of produce suspected to ha vc 
been stolen or unlawfully obtained; or 

(7) \Vhere the owner disputes the validity of any 
registered contract ; or 

(8) \Vhere notice has been given under section 9 (3) 
of this Ordinance, 

the owner 0 1 mortgagee as the case may be, may bring 
a claim 

(a) to recover possession of the land under 
contract, or 

(b) to obtain cancellation of the contract. 

26. Upon the determination of a registered contract, or in Rights of 
any case in which the owner· brings a claim for possession parties ,00 

11 · f · d . dotormLDa-
Of for cance at1on o a regtstere contract, or at any tune tio11 ot 
during the continuance of such contract when either pa1iy cuntmct. 

to it breaks or evades any of the terms or cond1tions 
thereof, the party aggrieved may bring a claim against the 
other party thereto for any moneys, whether on balance of 
account or otherwise, and whether sounding in damages or 
not, which the plaintiff may allege are due and ow.ing lo 
him under or by virtue of the terms and stip~ations in such 
contract contained or as damages for the breach thereof. 

. ' ;) 
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27. The defendant in any action may, by way of set­
off or cotmterclaim, bdng any claim ag(\inst the plaintiff i.o 
which he may be entit led, whether for possession or for 
cancellation of such contract, or for moneys, whether upon 
balance of account or not, and whether sounding in damages 
or not, which he may allege are due and owing to him by 
the plaintiff under or by virtue of the terms and st ipulations 
in such contTact contained or as damages for the breach 
thereof. 

28. The plaintiff or defendant in any action or counter­
claim may join every claim to which he may be entitled in 
respect of a registered contract. 

29.- (1) Upon the hearing of any such claim and 
counterclaim, if any, the Court may, according to the 
nature of the relief asked for, do all or any of the following 
things, namely, order the contractor to deliver possession of 
t be laud under contract, or cancel the contract, or award 
to the plaintiff or to the defendant such sum as it shall think 
just, as money payahle to him under the terms of the said 
contract or as damages for the breach of any oJ the term:; 
and stipulations thereof. 

(2} Provided always that when the Court makes an 
order for possession or for the cancellation of a contract, the 
Court shall have power, although there shall not have been 
any claim by the contractor in that behalf, to order the 
owner to pay to the contractor such sum, if any, as it shall 
consider a just compensation for the work and laboru done 
011 the land under con tract, regard being had to the terms 
of the contract, including the value of unreaped provision~. 
to the benefit to be derived by the owner by reason of 
such work and labour, to any damages suffered by the 
o'vvner by reason of any breach by the contractor of any 
of the t erms and stipulations in such contract, to any 
advances made to the contractor, and to the provisions 
of section 9 (2) of this Ordinance. 

30. If, in any case in which the defendant brings a 
set-off or counterclaim. the claim of the pJaintiff is stayed, 
discontinued , or dismissed, the set-off or counterclaim may 
nevertheless be proceeded with. 
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31. Where any claim is brought by the owner against a Court may 
registered contractor, and the owner shall prove his case rrao\ time 
to the satisfaction of the Court, it shall be lawful for the :a~~ incoo­

Court in its discretion, instead of ordering the contract to order. 

be cancelled, or instead of awarding to the owner pecuniary 
compensation, to order and direct that the contractor shall 
have such reasonable time allowed to him as the Court shall 
see fit to make good any defaults or to remedy any breaches 
of contract committed or suffered by the contractor, and 
the Court may adjourn the case until the expiration of the 
time so allowed, and if at such adjourned hearing the 
contractor fails to bring evidence to prove to the satisfaction 
of the Court that he has made good the said defaults or 
breaches of contract, the Court may proceed to decide the 
claim as if such adjournment had not taken place. 

82. Where pecuniary compensation is awarded to Payment o r 
· Co if · eomvcnsn· an owner agamst a contractor, the urt may, · tt tlon tldayoo. 

thinks fit, direct the said compensation instead of being 
paid at once to be deducted from such moneys as may 
become payable by the owner to the contractor at the 
termination or cancellation of the contract. 

38. In aU Cowi:s and in all proceedings whatever with Ev~dence of 
reference to any rea1c:tered contract regiSte red b- contrRcb. 

(1) The contract filed in the office of the Judge or 
registered at the office of the Registrar-General 
shall be conclusive evidence of the terms therein 
contained; 

(2) The signatures of the parties to such contract 
and of the attesting witness and also the 
signatures to any endorsements thereon and to 
any documents filed therewith shall be presumed 
to be genuine ; and it shall not be necessary t• ' 
prove the said signatures, but the production of 
the said contracts and documents coming from 
the proper custody shall be sufficient proof of 
the contract and of any endorsements thereon 
and of any such documents as aforesaid; 

(3) Every fact contained in an endorsement shall be 
presumed to be true until the contrary is proved; 

., . 
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(4) The production of a certified copy of a contract 
filed in the office of the Judge or registered at 
the office of the Registrar-General, or of the 
duplicate filed in the office of the J udge, shall 
be proof of the registration of such contract ; 

(5) A certified copy of a contract filed in the office 
of the Judge or registered at the office C'f the 
Registrar-General shall be primQ. facie proof of 
the terms of such contract, and of the several 
endorsements thereon, and of every fact which 
would be evidenced by the production of the 
contract from the proper custody. 

f1nregistered Contracts. 
Unregistered 84.--(1) Where a person claims to be in possession or to 
contncts. be entitled to the possession of a parcel of land as an 

unregistered contractor, the owner of such land or the 
alleged contractor may, respectively, bring a claim against 
the other party for the recovery of possession of the said 
parcel of land, or for work and labour done as a contractor, 
as the case may be. 

(2) If it shall appear that such person is entitled to 
possession of such parcel of land by virtue of an unreg~­
tered contract, and such owner and contractor do not 
consent to sign and register a contract under the provisions 
of this Ordinance, or are unable to agree to the terms 
of such contract, the Court shall make an order for the 
delivery of possession of such parcel of Land to such owner, 
and shall award to the contractor such sum, if any, as the 
Court shall consider a just compensation for the work and 
labour done on the said parcel of land, regard being ba4 
to the terms of the contract, if in writing, and if not in 
writing, to the terms customary in registered contracts in 
the district, to the benefit to be derived by the owner by 
reason of such work and labour, to any damages the owner 
may have suffered by reason of any default or neglect on 
the part of the contractor, to any advances made to the 
contractor, and to the provisions contained in section 9 (2) 
of this Ordinance. 

(3) If it shall appear that no valid contract exists, 
or that the contractor by reason of his negligent and 
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defective cultivation is not entitled to any compensation, 
the Court shall make an order for the delivery o( possession 
of such parcel of land to the owner. 

Proced-ure and General Provisions . 

1925. 

85.- (1) \Vhere an order for delivery of possession of any wanants of 
parcel of land has been made under the provisions of this possession. 
Ordinance, the Judge may, on the application of the owner, 
at any time after such order, or at any time after payment 
of all moneys which the owne1 may have bee:n ordered to 
pay to the contractor where such order has been made, 
ISsue a warrant under his hand to the bailiff, commanding 
him within a period to be therein named, being not less than 
three clear days nor more than two months from 
the date of the warrant, to enter by force, if necessary, into 
the premises and give possession 'of the same to the said 
owner. 

(2) Provided that entry under any such warrant 
shall not be made on a Sunday, Good Friday .. Christmas 
Day, nor on any day appointed by law to be kept as a 
public holiday. nor at any time except between the hours of 
sbc in the morning and sbc in the afternoon. 

(3) Provided also, that nothing herein contained shaH 
be deemed to protect any person on whose application and 
to whom any such warrant shall be granted from any 
action which may be brought against him by any such 
contractor fqr or in respect of such entry and taking 
possession, where sur.h person had not, at the time of 
granting tht samr, lawful right to the possession of the 
premise". 

(4) An application under this section may be made in 
Chambers to the Judge of tbe Court which made the 
order, without formality and ex parte: Pro\'ided that 
where an order has been made for the payment of any 
moneys to the contractor, the application for the issue of a 
warrant shc:-ll be supported by an affidavit verifying the 
full payment and satjsfaction of all moneys so ordered to be 
paid; and if such applicC~tion is not made wtthin one month 
from the date of the order for possession, such Judge may, 
in his discretion, adjourn the hearing of the application 
into Court and require notice of any such applicat1on to be 
served upon the contractor. 
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(5) In this section the expression " Judge " shall 
include a Judge of the Supreme Court, where the order for 
delivery of possession has been made by such Court. 

36. It shall not be lawful to bring any action or 
prosecution against the Judge by whom any such warrant 
as aforesaid shall have been issued, or agatnst any bailiff 
by whom such warrant may be executed for issuing such 
warrant or executing the same respectively by reason that 
the person on whose application the same shall have been 
granted had not lawful right to the possession of the land 
under contract. 

Action for 3'"' I h h t } · f 1 · irregularity ' . n any case w ere t e owner a t 1e tnne o · app ymg 
in obta!nJng for such warrant as aforesaid had lawful right to the 
rossasston. possession of the land mentioned in the warrant, neither 

the said owner nor his agent nor any other person acting 
in his behalf shall be deemed to be a trespasser by reason 
merely of any irregularity or informality in the mode of 
proceeding for obtaining possession under this Ordinance, 
but the party aggrieved may, if he thjnk fit, bring an action 
for such irregular ity or informality in which the! damage 
alleged to be sustained thereby shall be specially laid, and 
may recover full satisfaction for such damage with the costs 
of the action : Provided that if the damage· so laid be not 
proved, the defendant shall be entitled to judgment, or if 
damages are not proved at any sum exceeding one 
pound, the plaintiff shall recover no more costs than 
damages, unless the J udge of the Court in which the trial 
shall have been held shall certify his opinion that full costs 
ought to be allowed. 

~~~~~~~on 38. Where any person shall be liable to pay any money 
s (4). to a contractor bv virtue of section 9 (4) of this Ordinance, 

such person may ·be made a co-defendant in any action by 
an owner or contractor, and the Court may, if such person 
is not made a co-defendant, require such person to be made 
a defendant and to be served with a copy of the swnmons 
and a statement showing briefly the facts and circum­
stances whereon such liability rests, and the Court shall 
adjudicate and make such order between the parties in 
accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance as the 
justice of the case requires. 
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39.-(1) When any claim arising out of a contract is Court may 
brought before the Court, il shall be lawful forth~ Judge to apvolnt 

· · h land d . persons to 
Vl.:ilt t e un er contract or he may appomt one or report. 
more skilled persons to go upon the said land and report to 
him as to the state of cultivation of the same and a lso as 
to any circnmstances upon which he may desire information. 

(2) The person or persons so appointed shall make a 
report in writing to the Court and shall attend at the 
hearing of the claim or at any adjournment thereof to be 
examined as a witness ; and such report shall be read and 
may be referred back !or further consideration. 

(3) Such reports or amended reports, as the case may 
be, shall form part of t he evidence in the case, and any fees 
to be paid to the person or persons appointed as aforesaid 
shall be paid by such party to the claim as the Judge sha 11 
order. 

40. The Judge shall have jurisdiction to hear and jurisdiction 

determine all claims arising out of a contract or under the c~v~c1~11 , 1 _ 
provisions of this Ordinance, provided such claim is not · 
for, and does not include a claim for, a sum which exceeds 
one hundred pounds. 

41. All claims arising out of a contract which the Judge Applicution 
shall have jurisdiction to hear and determine and all or th r P.-rt" 

applications and proceedings incidental to any such claim ~~~~~~~~~il 
shall be deemed to be and the same are hereby declared to 
be actions and proceedings unde! the Petty Civil Courts 
Ordinance, l9 11, and, subject to the provisions of this (9-1911) 

Ordinance and so far as the same shall be applicable, the 
provisions of the Petty Civil Courts Ordinance , 1911, and 
any rules made thereunder, shall apply to all such claims 
and proceedings ; and all judgments and orders made by 
the Judge in pursuance of this Ordinance shall be deemed 
to be judgments and orders made under the Petty Civil 
Courts Ordinance, 1911, and shall be enforceable as such. 

42.- (1) In any case where a claim is brought before P:tymont 
the Judge under the provisiCJns of this Ordinance, 'the Into Court. 

deftmdant may deposit with the Judge any sum to which 
he admits the plaintiff is entitled, and the Clerk shall 
forthwith give notice of such deposit t o the plaintiff or 
his solicitor. 
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(2) The plaintiff may accept the said sum in h1ll 
satisfaction of his claim, and thereupon the Judge shall pay 
it over to him and take his receipt" accordingly, and the 
Judge may allow him his costs up to the date of the 
said depos1t. 

(3) In case the plaintiff elects to proceed with his 
claim and the Judge finds that the stm1 so deposited was 
sufficient, the plaintill shall not ]?e ent itled tu any costs 
incurred a'fter the date of the said deposit unless the J udgl! 
shall otherwise order. 

43. Where ·a claim is brought before the Judge which 
he has no jurisdiction to try, he shall order snch claim to 
be struck out, and he shall have power to award costs tu 
the same extent and recoverable in the same manner as if 
he had jurisdiction to try such claim. 

44. No judgment or order of the Judge acting under 
the powers contained in this Ordinance shall b(' brought 
before the Supreme Court for review, save and except under 
section 32 of the Judicature Ordinance, No. 34, or save and 
except in the manner and according to the provisions hereo f. 

45. In all cases the Judge shall have power if he thinks 
fit at any time within three months from the date of his 
judgment to rehear any matter by way of new trial or 
otherwise upon such terms as he shall think reasonable, 
and in the· meantime to stay proceedings. 

46.-(1) Any party who may be aggrieved by the 
judgment or order of t he Judge may appeal from the same 
to the Full Court , upon giving security for the costs of the 
appeal to the satisfaction of the Jndge in such sum (if any) 
as the Judge shall. direct. 

(2) Notwithstanding such party has not given the 
security 1·equjred by the Judge, he may, by leave of a Judge 
of the Supreme Court, upou good cause she·wn to t he 
satisfaction of such Judge and upon such terms as suclJ 
Judge shall in his discretion impose, appeal to the l~ull 
Court from such judgment or order. 

(3) Application for leave to appeal under tbe last 
preceding sub-section shall be made in Chambers within 
one month from tlte giving of the judgment or order. 
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(4) The rules of practice and procedure governing 
appeals to the Full Court in civil matters shall apply to 
appeals under this Ordinance. 

47. At the trial or hearing of any claim tried by the N<?tes of 

J udgc under the provisions of this Ordinance he shall take evidence. 

a note of the evidence adduced therein, and he shall, at the 
request of either party, make a note of any question of law 
raised before him and of the facts in evidence in relat ion 
thereto and of his decision thereon, and of his decision of 
t he claim. 

48. The manager, overseer, or other person in charge of Powers of 

any allotment or estate may sim contracts for and on mnnag<'l'~. b &c. 
behalf uf the owner thereof, and may appear and prosecute 
or defend on his behalf before a Judge any cla1m by or 
against the owner of such allotment or ~tate. 

49.-(1) The awarding of costs of any proceedings under Costs. 

thi.;; Ordinance before the Judge shall be in the di.;cretion 
of the Judge. He may order any party to such proceed-
ings to pay such costs, including the costs of the summon-
ing and the attendance of necessary witnesses as he may 
think best, regard being had to the scale set out in 
the Thlrd Schedule to this Ordinance. 

(2) In all proceedings under this Ordinance before the 
Judge he may in his discretion allow in resJ>eCt of the 
ser vices of solicitor or counsel the costs set forth m the Third 
Schedule to this Ordinance or any less amounts that he 
may think fit. 

50. Nothing in this Ordinance contained shall in any Jurisdiction 

way affect the jmisdiction of the Supreme Court or any c~~~~reme 
Judge thereof. 

51.- (1) Where, in any action brought in the Supreml! Re'?itting 
Court upon any contract tmder this Ordinance, the claim ~~~~~:o bo 
endorsed on the writ is either to recover possession of land inferior 

held under the terms of t he said contract, or where such Court. 

claim does not exceed one hundred .Pounds, or in any case 
where such claim although it ongi.nally exceeded one 
hundred pounds is reduced by payment, an admitted set-off, 
or otherwise, to a sum not exceeding one_ hundred pounds, 
it shall be lawful for the defendant in the action within four-
teen rlays Irom the clay upon which the writ shall have 

' a • I 
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been served upon him, if the whole or part of the demand 
of the plaintiff be contested, to apply to a Judge of the 
Supreme Court in Chambers for a summons to the plaintiff 
to show cause why such action should not be tried before the 
Judge of the Petty Civil Court. 

(2) On the hearing of such summons, the; Judge shall, 
unless there be good cause to the contrary, order such 
action to be tried accordingly, and thereupon the plaintiff 
shall lodge the original writ and the order with the Judge 
of the Petty Civil Court, who shall appoint a day for the 
hearing of the claim, notice whereof thP Clerk shall send to 
both parties or their solicitors. and the cla.im and all pro­
ceedings therein shall be he::~.rd before the Judge of the 
Petty Civil Court as if it had been originally commenced 
before him. 

(3) The costs of the parties in respect of proceedings 
subsequent to the order of the said Judge in Chambers 
shall be allowed according to the scale of costs in proceedings 
under this Ordinance before the J udge of the Petty Civil 
Court, and the costs of the proceedings previously had in 
the Supreme Court shall be allowed according to the scale 
in use m such Court. 

52. Where any claim under this Ordiuance is 'brought 
before the Judge, the defendant may, within foU1teen days 
after the service of the summons upon him, apply to a 
Judge of the Supreme Court in Chambers for a summons 
to the plaintiff to show cause why the proceedings therein 
should not be transferred to the Supreme Court, anC.: 
such Judge may, jf he shall see good cause to do so, 
either on the ground that some important point of law is 
involved or that the claim is one which ought to be tried 
in the Supreme Court, order the said proceedings to be 
transferred accordingly upon such terms as to giving 
security for costs or otherwise as he may see fit, and there­
upon the said claim shall be tried by the Supreme Court or 
a Judge thereof, who shall have and exercise all the powers 
which such Court or a Judge thereof would have had ,if the 
claim had been an action commenced by a writ of summons 
in the Supreme Court. 
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63. If in any action upon any contract under this Ordi- Costs. 

nance brought in the Supreme Court, the plaintiff shall 
recover a sum not exceeding forty pounds whether 
by judgment, verdict, or on demurrer or otherwise, he shall 
not be entitled to any costs of suit unless the Judge before 
whom the action is tried certilies on the proceedings that 
there was suifiden t reason for bringing such action in the 
Supreme Court. 

64.-(1) It shall be lawful for any person against whom an Security Cor 
act ion is brought in the Supreme Court upon any contract costs. 

or alleged contract, to make an affidavit that the plaintiff 
has no visible means of paying the costs of the defendant 
should judgment not go for the plaintiff, and thereupon a 
Judge of the Supreme Court in Chambet-s shall have power 
to make an order that unless the plaintiH shall, within a 
time to be therein mentioned, give full security for the 
defendant's costs to the satisfaction of the Registrar of 
the Supreme Court or satisfy such Judge that he has a 
cause of action fit to be prosecuted in the Supreme Cow-t, 
all proceedings in the action shall be stayed, and the cause 
shall be remitted for trial before the Judge of the Petty 
Civil Court. 

(2) Where the cause is ordered to be remitted to the 
Judge of the Petty Civil Court the Registrar shall send the 
order to such Judge, who shall appoint a day for the bearing 
of the claim, notice whereof shall be sent by the Clerk to 
both parties or their solicitors; and such Judge shall have 
all the same powers and jurisdiction as if the claim had been 
commenced before him under the provisions oi this 
Ordinance. 

(3) The fees and costs of the pcuiies in respect of tbe Scnlcofcoet.. 

proceedings subsequent to the order of the said Judge in 
Chambet-s shall be regulated by section 49 of th is 
Ordinance, and the costs of the proceedings in the Supren :c 
Court sha.ll be allowed according to the scale in use iu 
such Court. 

Seruice of Process and Fees, <S-c. 
66.-(1) When a contractor cannot be found, it shall be Service of 

sufficient service on him to affix a summons or other process s:mmons, 
in some conspicuous position upon the land under contract. e. 

' 



No. 36. 

20 

Agricultural contracts. 1925. 

(2) It shall be sufficient service on an owner to serve 
the summons or other process on the person in charge of 
the allotment or estate upon which the contract exists or 
is alleged to exist. 

(3) In any case where it sees fit so to do, the Court 
may give speCial directions as to the mode in which service 
of any summons or process is to be effected. 

Fees. 66.-(1) The fees set fo1th in the Second Schedule to this 
Ordinance shall be payable in respect of the several matters 
therein mentioned. 

Paupers. (2) In any case in which it is made to appear to the 
satisfaction of the Judge that any person claiming relief 
under this Ordinance is a pauper and has, in the opinion of 
the Judge, a good ground for claiming such relief, the 
Judge may in his discretion either remit the payment of 
any fees or ·costs by such person or may suspend their 
payment until the claim is decided. 

(3) All fees received by any person under this Ordinance 
shall be paid by him into the Treasury unless otherwise 
provided fOT. 

67.-(1) All offences against this Ordinance may be 
prosecuted heard and de termined before a Magistrate and 
the procedure in respect of such offences and all matters 
incidental to or arising out of the prosecution of such 
offences sha 11 be such as is laid down in the Summary 
Conviction Offences (procedure) Ordinance, 1918. 

(2) Proceedings in respect o'f offences against this 
Ordinance may be commenced at any time within two years 
from the date on which the cause of complaint arose. 

Forms. 58. The forms set forth in the First Schedule to this 
Ordinance so far as the same are applicable, and with 
such variations as circumstances may require, may be 
used in a ll proceedings under this Ordinance. 

Repeal. 69.-(1) The Agricultural Contracts Ordinance (No. 67) 
(S-1912) and the Agricultural Contracts (Amendment) Ordinance, 

1912, are hereby repealed. 
Existing (2) All contracts subsisting at the commencement of 
contracts. this Ordinance and registered under any previous enact­

ment relating to Agricultural Contracts, shall be deemed to 
have been registered w1der this Ordinance. 
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FIRST SCHEDULE. 

Form I. 

Srmmwtts to Defemlaul. 

11~ the malter of " The Agricultural Co11/racts Ordimw ce. •· 

t N THa 
No. 

Between P laintiff, 
and 

Do fondant, 
You a rc hereby summoned to appear at the Petty Civil Court of 

on the day of 19 , nt the hour 
o f in the noon to answer the Plaintiff In on action 
lor (here state the nnture ol the claim, e.g.- Possession of a parcel of land hold by 
the defendant under BgTicultural contract, or cancellnlion o f t he defendant':~ contract, 
or damascs for brench of an agricultural contract, or money due on a regi.qtered 
contract 110d for dlllllages !or depriving the plaintilJ or the beneiit of hili cont ract , or 
compensation for work and labour done under an unregistered agricultural contract, 
or as the case mny be) 
the p:ut:iculars of claim are hereunto annexed. 

Dated this day of 19 

f. s. d. 
Debt or Claim 
Cost of Summons 
Solicitor's Fcc 

f. 

You arc lo produce all letters, ::~ccounts, biUs. memoranda, documents, pass· 
t.ooks o.nd p.tpcrs In your possession relating to tl,i.q action. II you do not appear 
on the above·nnnh:d day, judgTOent will be given against you In default for the 
whole amount clnimed. 

TAK!l NoTica that pnyment o f the amount sued for herein will be accepted by 
instalments or payaulc on the 

Pla ir~lifl 

rw Plair~tiffs Solicitor. 

To the Defendant. 
SoUcitor to PlaJntiH is Mr. 

of 
If you haw n oountcr-cla.im you should give notice of it to the plaintiff or his 

SoUcitor, together with the particulars of your claim in the same way u if you were 
bringing an original action. 

1925. 

' I 
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Il you have any special defence, you sllould give the plaintiU notice of it, e.g., 
under Section 9 (I) of the Ordinance, payment. or illegality of contract, &c. 

1! you confess the plaintiU's claim you should sign a confession thereon in the 
presence of the chief clerk or one of the clerks at nny tjme before the action is cRUed 
on for trial. subject to the payment of any further costs which MY delay by you may 
have caused the plaintiff to incur. 

U you admit part only of the cJajm, you may by paying into the chlef clerk's 
office the amount so admitted, two clear days before the day o f triRI, together with 
costs, avoid further costs, unless the plaintiff at tho trial proves at the trial an 
amount exceeding your payment. 

Summonses Cor witnesses and for the production of documents by them will be 
Issued upon application at tho chleJ clerk's office, upon payment of the proper Ceo. 

Bring this SIIIIIPIIOIIS with yo•• wlum you come lo the Oo11rt or to the chief derlt's 
office for any purpose connected with tflis actio11. 

[ l11dorse-me1Jl 011 copy of ordinary swnmous after service.] 

This summons was served on the above-named Defendant 
by leaving the same 

d ~~ ~~ 

day of , 19 at o'clock of tho noon. 

Bailiff. 

Form U. 

It~ the matter of " The Agrlcultttral Co?Jtracts OrditJance." 

Particulars of Olaim. 

NoTE.-All such facts should be stated in the particulars as are necessary to correctly 
inform the other side of t he nature of the case to be met. 

(a) Particulars where possession or cat~eellatlol~ is claimed muler a 
Registered Co"tract, a11t'l damages. 

I. The Defendant is a ContTactor on the 
Plaintiff's land) situate at 
No. !or the year 

Estate (or on the 
by virtue o f a registered contract 

2. The term of the said contract has expired, or 
The Defendant (date ) assigned the snld contract to 

without the written consent of tbe owner, or 
On the day of the Defendant was convicted of 
the larceny of cocoa, or 

The Contractor bas neglected to cultivate the land under contract in a proper 
and husbandlike manner, and his cultivation of the same bas been and is grossly 
defective, or 

The said contract was entered into subsequently to a certaJD deed of mortgage 
dated and made betweCD and 
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Tho plaintiff bcc:nmo owner o f the said estate by Deed dated 
and on the day of entered into possession 
of the said CJSt:r.te on the day of 
the plnlntHf gave due notice in writing to the defendant of his intention to pay 
off the defendant and to take possession of the parcel of land mentioned in the 
said contract, 
or as the case may be. 

3. The dofcndnnt hns not planted the whole of the land under cont ract , or 
The defendant has not cutlasscd the land under contract for 

and hM allowed the !and to be overgrown in bush, or 
T he defendant has planted rice or more than one crop of corn, &c., contrary to 

clnuso of the s;lid contract, as the case may be. 
4. If tho provi~ion~ of section 9 ( I) of the Ordinance nrc applicable, t he plnlntiff 's 

title should bu shown, ami t be date of the deed of mortgage through which he clnim11 
should bo given, and the number of trees alleged to be pl.anted before the date of the 
contract should be stated. 

(b) Particulars of claim by a Registered Ooutraclor. 

I. Same as (1) in Form. 
2. The term of the said contract has expired. The value of the said contract 

is . T he plaintiU acknowledges having received oo account the sum 
o f • or 
t ho defendant by himself atld or his agents unlawfully interfered with the plaintiff's 
rigbt to possession of the parcel of land mentioned in tho snid contract, 
(date ) and prevented the plllintlff from reaping 
his provisions and tho produce from the trees on said land, or as tho case may be. 

(c) Particulars of Owner's claim m&der section 34. 

I. The defendant claims to be (or is) in possession ol a parcel of land situate 
nt and comprising and abutting 
in pursuance of an unregistered contract. 

2. The defendant was not Jet into possession under an agricultural contract 
by the plaintiff, nor by nny person having authority so to do, or 
t ho nlloged contract IH not a bona f ide contract under the Agricultural Contruct,s 
Ordinance, or 
the defendant was lot Into possession of the said parcel of lllnd by 
as a contractor, but such contract is unregistered. 

3. Tbo pla intiff ~ the owner of the said parcel of Land. 
(If the provisions of section 9 ( I ) of the Ordinance are appllcal>lu, the pla inti ff 's 

title should be shown, and the date of t he deed ol mortgage t hrough which he clnltns 
should l>e given; also the number of trees alleged to have been planted before tho 
date or t he contract.) 

(d) Particul~rs of Oonlractor's claim tmder sectio11 34. 

I. The plaintiff is In possession of a parcel of land comprising 
acres and forming part of the Estate situate nt 
atld abutting on the North, &c. 
in pursuance of an Agricultural Contract entered into between the plaintiff and 

sometime in the year 

2. The said contract is not registered. 

1925. 
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Form m. 
In tile M attel' of "The A.gl'icttltural Contracts Ordl11tutce." 

Notice of Payment i11to Court. 

lo the Court of 
A.B. us. O.D . 

TAKa NoTJCK that the De fendant 
action t he s um o f 

has paid into Court to the credit of this 
and says that that s um is sufficient to 

salis!y the Plainti!J's claim. 

To A. B . or K . L. hi'! Solicitor. 

Form IV. 
TRI NIDAD. 

In the MaUer of " T!Je Agricultural O<n1lracls Ordi11a11ce." 

WRBRBAS (set out t he order for possession) 
I t he said Magistrate, do in virtue of the 
powers vested In me by "The Agricultural Contracts Ordinance." authorize and 
command you on any day alter the expiration Q! days and within 
two months from the date hereof {exr.ept on Sunday, Good Friday. Cbristmns Day, 
or any day appointed by law to be kept as a Public Holiday), between the hours of 
six in t he forenoon and six in the afternoon to enter, by force if needful, 1\nd with 
or without the nid o f 
(the owner or agent or mnnaser, as the case may be) or any other person or persons 
whom you may thJnk requisite to caU lo your assi!,tance, into and upon tho lands 

and to eject any person out of the said lands a nd foil and pcacenble possession to 
deliver to the snid 
(the owner or manager or agent). 

ANn I do hereby command and order all Constables to be aiding and assisting 
you in the execution of this my Warrant. 

at 
Given under my hand this day of 19 

jud~e of lite PtUy Ciuil Cor~rl. 

To the Bailill. Assistant Bailif1s and to a ll Constables acting for the 
District. 
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Form V. 

I" the Matter of" The Agricultural Colllracls Ordinance." 

Co1:tract. 

STATUTORY CoNTRACT made this dar of 19 
between o f 
(hereinafter called the Owner) and 
of {hereina fter called the Ccmtrnctor) for extending 
the cultivation or tbe J::St.atc in the Ward 
of in Uu~ Island of 

WltltRI:.~s the ConlmC'tor was on or about tlu: ld iulo 
ponos:~ ion of acres of land or thcrcnhouls, ooundcd on 
the North by l•n the South by 
on the East by and on the West by 
bt:'lng pnrt of the said L::stn lc, on ngrccmcn t 
with the Owner o{ the said Estate to plant the same in • but the snid agreement 
Wil.!l nol nl the time reduced to writing; And whorcil.!llbe Owner nml Contractor are 
desirous of l:'egistcring the said existing Contract undcT the provisions of the Agri­
cultural Contracts Ordinance, 1925 ; 

It is now agreed as follO\\'S :-
1. The Contractor sb:ill cultivate tbe said parcel of land in in a 

regular and husbandlike manner. 
2. The Contractor:' sllaU plant the trees feel by feet. 
3. The Contractor shall plant Anauca lmmortclle (or shade trees] 

at feet by feet t'ach shade tree to be plnnlcd exactly In tho 
ceo trc of four trees. 

4. TI1c Contractor sb:ill keop and maintnin the whole of the trees 
heretofore and henceforth to bt: planted in a good and hus bandlike stale of 
eullivnllon. 

S. The Contractor sh:ill within 11ix rnontlls from U1c dato hereof have the whole 
of the said parcel of ln.nd regularly planted with nnd trees, 
and thoroughly covered with ground sh;ute. 

1! , T he Contractor shall not plnn t any ri.cc o r more than one crop of Com on 
the Mai1l parcel of land without the written pem1lssion of the owner. 

7. The Contractor shall not rcm,ve any plnnts, timber or grnsli from or bum 
charcoal on the sn.id parcel of la nd. 

8. The Owner lthall dig all milin cJrnins at his own cost ; but lhc Contractor 
shnll within days niter the same have been dug s prend the earth ami 
keep lhc snid drains clean. 

9. The Contmetor sh all dig s mall drains in. by ln. between every 
rows of trees ns Indicated by tbc Owner and shall within 

da)'ll after such drains have been dug spread the earth and aba.ll keep such small 
drain' clean. 

10. The Contrnctor s hall not pick his Cocoa, [Coconuts, CoUee] without notifying 
t he person in charge o f the Estate at least twenty-four hours before picking. 

II . The Contractor shall not allow any foreign tn-es to ~w on his contrnct 
such ns Bois Lormc, Corkwood, Hog Plum, Trumpet Wood, or nny stumps, but 
ahnll cut down all such trees and stumps. 

12. The Contractor shaU not trim or prune his trees except under the direction 
of the Owner or \vtth his written consent. 

13. T~ Owner or any person authorized by hlm may order oU the land any 
per.~on other than the Contra.c:tor's wife and children. 

1925. 

~ I 
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14. At the termination of the Contract the Owner shall have to pay to lbe 
Contractor for each healthy full bearing tree the sum o f 
cents, for each young healthy tree ln Hower, and which shall not be less than 
years old the sum of cents, :tnd for henltl1y supplies planted not less 
than three months previously cents. 

15. The Contractor shall pny to the Owner the sum of cents fo r 
each missing tree and the sum of cents for each 
missing shade tree. 

I.G. At the termination of the Contract, t ho Contractor s hall ucUver up the 
said parcel of land with all drnins clean a nd of the proper deplh a nd widt h, all 

and shade trees trimmed and tho Contract clean and free from grass 
or weeds. 

17. The Owner may at any time, a nd from time lo time, a fter the expiration 
of years !rom th e date o( this Contract, take over t he whole or part or pa.rts 
of the Contract as tllc Owner shall lh ink fit. On taking over the said Contract or 
such part." as aforesaid the Owner sltaU pay to the Contractor at the rate specified 
in claus., 14 with such deductions as arc mentioned in clause 15. 

18. This Contract sllal l cont iuue for n term of years from 
the dale hereof. 

N.B.- The foregoing may be altered nnd extended to suit Ut" rcquirt'ments of 
each C"asc. 

Ln Witness Whereof the said parties have hereunto set their hands the day 
and year first above written. 

,! .B., 

C. D .. 

lo the presence of 
E. F ., 

FrmclicmaYy. 

SECOND SCHEDULE. 

Fee~>. 

PETTY C tVI t. COUI<T FEES. 

When a cla.im is lor recowry o l pt~~~··:.~i<ln of n p~rcul of Land 
held or allC"gcd to IX' held und•·r au unregistered contract. 
or includes or is for a ~o u111 excel ding !20 

In rt<Spcct o£ any ot11er claim 

OrnER FKES 

(I) On the signing and nttCl:ltation of a contract under 
section 16-in ~-pect of eaeb duplicate 

The above fee is to be paid by stamps affixed to the 
contract. 

(2) For searching tht' Register Bc.uk. e> r lilc i.u t he o fflcc of the 
Judge 

(3) For a certified copy of a reci:.turcd contract 

Oo11Jrador. 

Owner. 

£ s. d. 

0 8 0 
0 4 0 

0 1 0 

0 I II 

0 1 0 
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No. 36. Agricultural coutracts. 

THIRD SCHEDULE. 

Costs. 
In o~ctions for money payallle loa contractor uouc.- the wrms uf his conlract­
(n) Where the amount recov('red does not exceed £10 or tl1e claim dut·~ nn t 

exceo.:cl £10 nnd the defendant outocin~ judgment- f. ~. d . 
A sum not exceeding I I 0 

(b) Where t he nmount recovered exceeds £10 but docs not 
exceed £25 or t he claim exco.:cds f. I 0 a nd does not exceed £25 nod 
lhc defundant obta ins j11dgment -

A 11um not exceeding 3 3 U 
ln ucLions under suction 'l 13) anrl section 34, whl! rc tltc amount 

u f compensation awarded to the cunln•cto r does not exceed £25, or 
t he clnlm docs not exceed £25, and the defenda nt !lbtains judgment-

A IIUtn not exceeding 5 5 0 
In uctlon11 for the recovery o f poS!>ession of land s ubject to a 

.:untrnct, o r for the cancellation o f a con tract, where t he valnc o f 
thu contrac t does not exceed !25-

A sum not exceeding 3 3 0 
In nctions for damages where the a mount recovered docs not 

exceed £'l5, or where the amount claimed does not exceed £25 and 
the defendan t obtains judgment-

A sum not exceeding 3 3 0 
In all otl:er actions-A !lllm not exceeding 10 10 0 

In respect of a ll applications or proceedings not mentioned 
a )Jove, which are not u pnrtt, and in respect of any adjournment-

A sum not exceeding 0 
For visiting and reporting on lands under contTact-

A sum not exceeding F ive Guinea.-: per day. 

Passed in Council this twelfth day of June, in the 
year of Our Lord one thousand nme hundred and 
twenty-five. 

E. F . AANENSEN, 
Acting CJMk of the Cormc1J. 

1925. 

... 



OBmCTS AND REASONS. 

THIS Bill consolidates and amends the law relating to Agricultural 
Contracts. 

Three important changes are proposed. 
J-·Judgl!s uf Petty Civil Courts are given jurisdiction over unregis­

tered ~on tracts (clause 34). The matters in dispute between owners and 
unregtstered c:o~trac tors are similar to .the .dispu tes arising betweeu 
owners and reg~stered contractors and 1t wtll be a great benefit to 
owners and ~:on tractors to have their differences settled without having 
recourse to the Supreme Court. The Judge is given power to determine 
whether an unregistered contract does or does not in fact exist. 

II-Cont.racts made subsequently to a mortgage shall bind the 
mortgagee. (clause 9). This alteration is based upon elementary 
principles of justice. It is unjust that a mortgagee or a purchaser from 
him should be able to oust a contractor without paying him. The 
contractor has in fact by his work and labour added to the value of the 
mortgagee's security, and the moneys payable to him seldom , if ever. 
amount to one half of this increased value. The mortgagee is protected 
against having to pay for trees which were planted prior to the date of thl' 
contract unless they were Less than two year!. old, in which case he will 
only be liable to pay half price. The mortgagee is also given the right 
to pay off any such contractor. 

III.-The jurisdiction of the Petty Civil Court is increased from 
£50 to £200-(clausc 40) . Precisely the same questions arise whether 
the claim is for £5 or for £200. 

Minor alterations are proposed. 
(a) TI1e true nature of a contract and the right:; aud duties of a 

contractor are de!ined-(clauses 4 and 5). 
(b) The procedure under the Petty Ci vil Courts Ordinance has 

been made applicable lo claims under the Bill (dau:;t> ·H ) and this ha!i 
made it urutecessary to re-enact :-eveml !'1•ctiun~ of Ordinance Nu. 07. 

(c) TI1e discharge or vulun tary cane ella tion uf a registered contract 
may now be filed (dan~u 23) and the proof of the term!> of a registered 
contract is greatly faciHtated (clause 33) . 

(d) The same costs are to be allowed whether a party ib r~presen ted 
by Counsel or Solicitor (clause 49), the maximum bein~ raised on 
account of the increased jurisdiction . 

(e) The Judge is given a wider discretion. 


