
TRINIDAD .\ND TOBAGO. 

Telephones. 

No. 10.-1903. 
5th October. 

AN ORDINAN:CE to provide for the reconstruction, main-
tenance, extension and improvement of the Telephone 
Systems of the Colony. 

[L.S.] 

ALFRED MOLONEY. 

GOVERNOR. 

20th October, 1903. 

WHEREAS a certain company called the Commercial Preamble. 
Telephone Company Limited and registered under 

the Oompanies Ordinance, 1869, and having its registered 
Office in the Town of Port-of-Spain owns and works a tele-
phone system in the said town and the vicinity thereof and 
has acquired conditionally upon the passing of this Ordi-
nance the telephone systems established in the island of 
Trinidad and owned and workedby the Suburban Telephone 
Oompany, Limited, being a company registered under the 
said Oompany's Ordinance 1869, and having its registered 
office in the said town, and pby Edwin Horatio Rapseyof 
the said town, Merchant, respectively :-

And whereas the posts and lines of the said telephone 
systems were erected on the public highways of the said 
Island without sufficient authority in that behalf and the 
Sf:!,jCl. qompany has applied for permission to Plai:pta.in, i1nq 
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work the said telephone systems and from time to time to 
alter and extend the same: 

And whereas it is expedient that such permission be 
given but this cannot be done without the authority of the 
Governor and the Legislative Council: Be it therefore 
enacted by His Excellency the Governor, with the advice 
and consent of the Legislative Oouncil thereof as follows:--

Short Title. 1. This Ordinance may be cited as '( The Commercial 
Telephone Oompa,ny (Limited) Ordinance, 1903," 

Interpretation. 2. In this Ordinance and in any rule and regulation made 
the provisions thereof, unles5 the context otherwise 

reqmres-
" The company" means and includes the Commercial 

Telephone Company Limited, being a Company incorpo-
rated under the Oompanies Ordinance, 1869, with limited 
liability, and having its registered office in the town of Port-
of-Spain, and the successors, lessees or assigns of the said 
Oompany. 

" Telephone system" means and includes the buildings, 
installations, exchanges, telephone lines, telephone posts, 
mechanical appliances and things of whatever description 
required for the purpose of providing telephonic communi-
cation. 

" Telephone line" means and includes a wire or wires 
used for the purpose of telephonic communication and any 
casing, coating, covering, tube or pipe, or insulator enclosing 
surrounding or supporting the same. 

"Post" means and includes any post, pole, standard, 
bracket, stay, support or other above ground contrivance for 
carrying, suspending or supporting a telephone line. 

(( Work" means any work which the Oompany has 
authority to execute 01' maintain under this Ordinance, 
and includes telephone lines and posts. 

" Street" means a public '''lay situate within the town 
of POTt-of-Spain or any other town or village or between 
lands continuously built upon either side and repaired at 
the public expense or at the expense of any municipal 
local road board, or other local a,uthority, including foot-
paths of such way and any bridge forming part thereof, 
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" Road" means a public highway for carriages not 
being a street, and repaired at the public expense or at the 
expense of any municipal body, local road board or other 
local authority, and includes any bridge forming part thereof, 
and also .any land by the side and forming part of such 
public highway. 

" Oanal" includes navigable rivers and any dock, basin, 
towing-path, wharf work or building connected with a canal. 

" Railway "i includes any station, work, building or land 
connected with a railway. 

" Land" means land not being a street, or road, and 
not being land by the side and forming part of a road, and 
includes land laid out for and proposed by the owner to be 
converted into a street or road. 

"Road Authority" as regards any street or road in 
upon over or across which any work is placed or maintained 
or proposed to be placed or maintained, means the body or 
person having the management and control of such street 
or road. 

"Body" includes the Oolonial Government, a muni,-
cipal corporation, local road board, board, company, or 
society, whether incorporated or not; and any provision refer-
ring to a body applies to a person, as the case may require. 

" Person" includes corporation aggregate or sole. 
" Tree" means any tree, wood, bamboo, underwood, or 

other produce of the soil whether cultivated or not. 
" Owner" as regards Orown lands means the Head of 

the Department of Government under whose management 
or control the said lands are, and as regards other land 
means the person having actual possession of the same. 

" Subscriber" means any body or person who shall 
enter into an agreement or contract with the company for 
the hire or use of any telephone or telephone line., 

" Message" means any communication transmitted or 
intended to be transmitted by a telephone line. 

" Prescribed" means prescribed by this Ordinance or by 
:1ny rule made under the provisions thereof, 
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" Governor in Council" means Governor in Executive 
Council. 

Expressions referring to the construction or main-
tenance of a telephone line along any street, road, land or 
building, mean the placing or maintaining of a telephone 
line over, along or across such street, road, land or building, 
and the placing or maintaining of posts in or upon such 
street, road, land or building, 

Company may 3. Subject to the restrictions and provisions hereinafter 
contained the company shall have the right to execute 
works as follows :-

mg systems. 
(1.) They may place and maintain a telephone line 

under or along any street or road and may alter 
or remove the same; 

(2.) They may for the purposes aforesaid open or 
break up any street or road and alter the position 
thereunder of any pipe (not being a main) for 
the supply of water. 

(3.) They may place and maintain a telephone line 
under or along any land or building, or canal, 
or any estuary or branch of the sea, or the shore 
or bed of any tidal river, and may alter or 
remove the same. 

Provided that the company shall not be deemed to 
acquire any right other than that of user only in the soil of 
any street or road under or along which they may place 
any work. 

Provided also that the company may maintain and 
work the telephone systems established as aforesaid and 
all other telephones systems absolutely acquired by the 
Company within six months from the date of the passing 
of this Ordinance, and that such telephone systems shall 
be subject to the restrictions and provisions of this Ordi-
nance so far as the same are applicable to them. 

Depth, course, 4. Where by virtue of the powers of the company under 
&c., ofd uliuder. this Ordinance, they intend to proceed with the placing of 
groun ne-. h h 
how settled a telephone l111e under a street or road, t e dept course 

and position at and in which the ,same is to be placed shall 
be settled between the company and the road authority; 
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but if such settlement is not come to with the road authority 
the following provisions shall take effect :-

(1.) The company may give to the road authority 
notice specifying the depth, course and position 

. which the company desires. 
(2.) If the road authority does not within fourteen 

days after the giving of such notice give to the 
company a counter notice objecting to the pro-
posal of the company and specifying the depth, 
course and position which the road authority 
desires, they shall be deemed to have agreed to 
the proposal of the company. 

(i1.) In the event of ultimate difference between the 
company and the road authority the depth, course 
and position shall be determined by the Governor 
in Oouncil. 

1903. 

5. In case the road authority or any body or person shall Alteration of 
resolve to widen alter divert or improve any street road 
railway tramway or canal under or along which any work certain cases. 
of the company is placed, the company shall be bound on 
receiving one month's notice of such intended alteration at 
their own expense to remove such work and to replace the 
same in such position and manner in all respects as may 
be required by the road authority or by any such body or 
person: provided that in the event of any difference between 
the road authority or such body or person and the company 
as to the practicability of such removal or replacement, the 
company shall be bound to act in the premises in all respects 
as may be determined by the Governor in Oouncil. 

6. Where the company has before the passing of this Alteration or 
Ordinance placed posts in or upon a street or road and the 
road authority considers the position of any such post to be fO!'ts in cer-
dangerous or inconvenient the following provisions shall am cases. 

have effect :- . 
(1.) The road authority may give to the company a 

notice requiring them to remove or alter the 
position of such post, and specifying tbe grounds 
of such requisition. 

(2.) The company either shall, within fourteen days 
after receipt of such notice, remove or alter the 
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position of the post in accordance with the 
notice; or else, if they do not intend to remove 
or alter the position of the post in accordance 
with the notice, shall, within one week after 
receipt of the notice deliver to the road authority 
a counter notice, specifying their objection to 
such removal or alteration. 

(3,) The difference between the company and the 
road authority shall be settled by the Governor 
in Council, who upon receipt of copies of the 
notice and counter-notice shall make enquiry 
and examination and may direct that the com-
pany shall comply with the notice, wholly or in 
part or subject to any such modifications as the 
Governor in Council prescribes or on condition 
that the road authority shall afford to the com-
pany all reasonable and proper facilities in their 
power for substituting some other work for that 
to which the notice relates, or any such other 
condition as to the Governor in Oouncil seems 
just and expedient, and the expenses incurred in 
respect of such removal or alteration shall be 
borne and paid by the company. 

RESTRICTIONS AS TO THE OPENING OF S'fREETS AND ROADS, 

Conditionsancl 7. Subject to any special stipulations between the com-
as pany and the road authority and to any determinations 

to openmg or d" f h G' '0' '1 f 'd' breaking up of orders or lYectlOl1S 0 t. e overnor-ln- ounCl as a oresal ; 
street or road, h th d t b k t t were e company procee s 0 open or rea up a s ree or 

road, the following provisions shall have effect :-
(1.) The company shall give to the road authority 

notice of their intention to open or break up 
such street or road) specifying the time at which 
they will begin to do so-such notice to be given, 
in the case of underground work, ten days at least, 
and, in the case of above ground work, five days 
at least, before the commencement of the work; 
except in cases of emergency, in which case 
notice of the work pNposfJd shall be given as 
soon as may be after the commencement thereof. 

(2,) The company shall with all convenient speed 
complete the work on account of which they 

r 
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opened or broke up such street or road, and fill 
in' the ground and make good the surface and 
generally restore such street or road to as good 
a condition as that in which it was before being 
opened or broken up. 

(3.) They shall in the meantime cause the place 
where the roadway is opened or broken up to be 
protected and properly lighted at night. 

(4. ) 

(5.) 

They shall not stop or impede traffio in any 
street or road, or into or out of any street or 
road further than is necessary for the proper 
execution of their works. They shall not close 
against traffic more than one-third in width of 
any street or road, or of any way opening into 
any street or road at one time; and in case two-
thirds of suoh street or road are not wide enough 
to allow carriages to pass eaoh other, they shall 
not occupy with their works at one time more 
than fifty yards in length of the one-third 
thereof, except with the special oonsent of the 
road authority. 
If the company make default in complying with 
any of the provisions of this section, they shall, 
in addition to any other compensation which 
they may be liable to make under the provisions 
of this Ordinance, make full compensation to the 
road authority, for any loss or damage which may 
be incurred by reason thereof, and, in addition 
thereto, they shall be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding Five Pounds for every such default; 
and, in the case of a continuing offence, to a 
further penalty not exceeding One Pound for 
every day after the first day during which such 
default continues: Provided that the company 
shall not be subject to any such penalties as 
aforesaid, if the Court having cognizance of the 
case shall be of opinion that the case was one of 
emergency, and that the com.pany complied with 
the requirements of this section so far as was 
reasonable under the circumstances. 

1903. 
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Powers and 8. The road authority or any body or person entitled to 
duties of Com- work any railway or tramway which the company may be pany as to ' 

t empowered to break up for the purposes of this Ordinance 
may if they think fit from time to time serve a notice upon 
the company stating they desire to exercise or dis-

&0. charge all or any part of any of the powers or duties of the 
company as therein specified in relation to the breaking up, 
filling in, reinstating or making good any street or road 
under the control of the road authority or any such railway 
or tramway as aforesaid, and may from time to time 
amend or revoke any such notice by any other notice 
similarly served. Where the road authority or any such 
body or person as aforesaid (in this section referred to 
as "the givers of the notice") have or has given notice 
that they or he desire or desires to exercise or discharge 
any such specified powers and duties of the company, then 
so long as such notice remains in force, the following 
provisions shall have effect, unless otherwise agreed between 
the parties interested :-

(1.) The company shall not be entitled to proceed 
themselves to exercise or discharge any such 
specified powers or duties as aforesaid except 
where they have as hereinafter provided required 
the givers of the notice to exercise or discharge 
such powers or duties, and the givers of the notice 
have refused or neglected to comply with such 
requisition, or except in cases of emergency. 

(2.) In addition to any other notices which they 
may be required to give under the provisions 
of this Ordinance, the company shall, not less 
than two days and not more than four days 
before the exercise or discharge of any such 
powers or duties so specified as aforesaid is 
required to be commenced, serve a requisition 
upon the givers of the notice, stating the time 
when such exercise or discharge is required to 
be commenced, and the manner in which any 
such powers or duties are required to be 
exercised or discharged. 

(3.) Upon receipt of any such requisition as last 
aforesaid, the givers of the notice may proceed to 

r 
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exercise or discharge any such powers or duties 
as required by the company, subject to the like 
restrictiolls and conditions as the company would 
themselves be subject to in such exercise or 
discharge so far as the same may be applicable. 

(4.) If the givers of the notice decline, or, for twenty-
four hours after the time when any such exercise 
or discharge of any powers or duties is by any 
requisition required to be commenced, neglect to 
comply with such requisition, the company may 
thernselves proceed to exercise or discharge the 
powers or duties therein specified in like manner 
as they might have done if such notice as afore-
said had not been given to them by the givers 
of the notice; 

(5.) In case of emergency, the company may them-
selves proceed to at once exercise or discharge 
so much of any specified powers or duties aiS 
aforesaid as may be necessary for the actual 
remedying of any defect from which the emer-
gency arises, without serving any requisition 
on the givers of the nobice; but in such case 
the company shall within twenty-four hours after 
they begin to exercise or discha,rge such powers 
or duties as aforesaid, give information thereof 
in writing to the givers of the notice; 

(6.) If the company exercises or discharges any 
such specified powers or duties, as aforesaid, 
otherwise than in accordance with the provisions 
of this section they shall be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding Five Pounds for every such 
offence, and in the case of a continuing offence, 
to a further penalty not exceeding One Pound 
for every day after the first day during which 
such offence continues: Provided that the com-
pany shall not be subject to any such penalties 
as aforesaid if the Court having cognizance of 
the case shall be of opinion that the case was 
one of emergency and that the company com-
plied with the requirements of this section so far 
as was reasonable under the circumstances. 

1903. 
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(7.) All expenses properlyincurrec1 by tbe givers oft,Le 
notice in complying with any requisition of the 
company under this section shall be repaid to them 
by the company and may be recovered summa,rily 
before a Stipendiary Justice of the Peace who shaH 
have power to determine the amount thereof. 

(8.) The givers of the notice may from time to time, 
if they think fit, require the company to give 
them such security for the repayment to them of 
any expenses incurred or to be incurred by them 
under this section as limy be determined upon 
by agreement or, in case of difference either as 
to the nature of such security or the amount 
thereof, by the Governor in Council. If the 
company fails to give such security within seven 
days after being required so to do, or, in case of 
difference after such difference has been deter-
mined by the Governor in Council, they shall 
not be entitled to serve any further requisition 
upon such givers of the notice requiring them to 
exercise or discharge any powers or duties under 
tl?-is section until such security has been duly 
gIven. 

Provided that nothing in this sectjoll shall affect the right 
of the company to exercise or discharge any powers or duties 
conferred or imposed upon them by this Ordinance in rela-
tion to the execution of any work beyond the actual breaking 
up, filling in, re-instating or making good any such street or 
road, or railway or tramway as in this section mentioned. 

Works on land 9.-(1.) The company shall not place any work by the 
side of any land or building so as to hinder or interfere 

placing. with ingress into or egress from the same; nor shall the 
company place any work under or along any land or building 
except with the previous authority of the owner thereof. 

(2.) The company shall make full cOlnpensation to the 
owner of any land or building under or along which the 
company by virtue of the authority so conferred places a 
telephone line, and which may be shown to be in any 
respect prejudicially affected thereby, the amount of such 
compensation to be fixed by agreement ,Or, in case of 
difference, by arbitration. 
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(3.) If at any time the owner of any land or building 
over which the company has by virtue of the authority so 
conferred placed a telephone line intends to build upon such 
land or to raise or otherwise improve any such building, the 
company shall within fourteen days after receiving from 
such owner a notice of such intention alter the position of 
such telephone line so that it may not hinder or interfere 
with such intended improvement. 

(4.) In case of difference between the company and 
such owner as to his intention, the company shall be bound 
to alter the position of such telephone line, as hereinbefore 
provided, within fourteen days after receiving a certificate 
signed by an Electric Inspector certifying that he is satisfied 
that such owner intends to improve such land or building. 

10.-(1.) In the course of constructing or maintaining Power of COin· 

any work of the company, the company may by their officers 
or by agents duly authorised in writing cut or remove from &0., in 
any land any tree or branch or other parts of a tree growing cases.! 

within 50 feet from any such work and tending to interfere 
with, endanger, or otherwise prejudicially affect such work; 
but no person shall, for this purpose, except with the con-
sent of the occupier, enter any land until after the expira-
tion of seven days from the day on which notice of such 
entry shall have been given to the occupier of such land or 
posted conspicuously thereon. 

(2.) The company shall make full compensation (to be 
determined, in case of difference, by arbitration) for any loss 
occasioned by the cutting or removal of any such tree or 
part thereoL 

FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE GOVERNMENT. 

11.-(1.) The Governor in Council may by order from time Separate tel",· 
to time require the company to erect maintain and provide fho:}e service 
such telephone lines and mechanical appliances as may be 
necessary for securing separate telephonic inter-communi-
cation for the public service of the Colony or for any 
department thereof. 

(2.) In every such order there shall be specified the 
time within which the company shall comply with the same, 
and the manner and extent of the remuneration which shall 

'I 
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be paid to the company for so erecting mainbining and 
providing such telephone lines and mechanical appliances: 
provided that such specified period shall in no case be less 
than six months from the date of the service of such order 
and that such remuneration shall in case of difference 
between the Governor in Council and the Company be 
settled by arbitration. 

(3.) If the company fails to comply with any such order, 
the Governor in Council may cause such lines and appliances· 
to be erected maintained and provided and to be connected 
with any work of the company; and for the purposes of 
this section the Governor in Council shall have and may 
exercise all the powers vested in the company under this or 
any other Ordinance, subject nevertheless to the restrictions 
and provisions contained in every such Ordinance. 

Governor, &c" :12. The Governor, the Colonial Secretary, the Inspector-
of use General of Police, the Director of Public Vlorks, the Post-

of line in cases master-General or anv other head of a department of the 
of emergency. public service 'of Colony for whom the same power 

shall have been previously claimed by order of the Governor 
in Council, shall have power, from time to time, to demand 
the immediate transmission of any message urgently required 
to be delivered for the purposes of such public service; and 
upon such request the company shall cause such public 
message to be transmitted as soon as reasonably may be, 
and shall, if necessary, suspend the transmission of all 
other until such public message shall have been 
transmitted. 

Seizure of com- 13. vVhen in the opinion of the Governor an emergency 
has arisen in which it is expedient for the public service 

mfent incases that the Governor in Council should have control over the 
o emergency, t "f b tl ' t 1 h l' nmsmlSSlOn 0 messages y le company seep one mes, 

the Governor may, by warrant under his hand) direct and 
cause the company's works or any part thereof to be taken 
possession of in the name and on behalf of the Governor 
and to be used for the Government service and subject 
thereto, for such ordinary service as may seem fit; or may 
direct and authorise such person a,s he thinks fit to assume 
the control of the transmission of by the 
pany's telephone lines either wholly or in part and in such 
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manner as such person directs. Any such warrant shall not 
have effect for a longer time than one week from the issuing 
thereof, but the Governor may issue successive warrants 
from week to week as long as in his opinion such emergency 
continues. 

The Receiver-General shall pay to the company as 
compensation for any loss of profit sustained by the com-
pany by reason of the exercise of the powers contained in 
this section, out of money to be provided by the Governor 
and Legislative Council for the purpose, such sum as may 
be settled between the Governor in Council and the com-
pany by agreement, or, in case of difference, by arbitration. 

EXTENSION OF TELEPHONIC COMMUNICATION. 

1903. 

ill!. The company shall not except with the consent of Maintenance 
the Governor in Council cease to maintain telephonic com-
munication with any town or village in respect of which the tion. 
means of such communication exist, whether through the 
works of the company or through any telephone works 
which may be absolutely acquired by the company within 
six months from the date of the passing of this Ordinance. 

15. Upon the petition of not less than one hundred Governor in 
.;] t f t 'II d ft ' t' Council may reSluen S 0 any own or VI age, an a er COlnnlunlCa lng on petition, 

with a,nd taking into consideration any representations exten-, SlOn of tele-
made by the company, the Governor in Council may by 1'hone system. 
order require the company to extend within a period to be 
specified in such order their telephone system to such 
town or village so as to provide telephonic communication 
therewith. 

:16. The company shall establish in every town or village Establishment 
in which they shall construct or maintain a telephone line of call offices. 

except a line maintained at the request of the Governor 
under this Ordinance at least one telephone call office 
which shall be open for the reception, transmission and 
delivery of the messages of all persons alike, without 
favour or preference, on payment of the usual and regular 
charges. 

17. If any person in the employment of the company Punishment of 

(a.) wilfully or negligently omits or delays to trans-
mit or deliver any message received at a tele- certain 9ases, 

phone call office, 
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(b.) or by any wilful or negligent act or omISSIOn 
prevents or delays the transmission of any such 
message, 

C.) or improperly divulges to any person the purport 
of any such message, 

he shall for every such offence be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding Ten Pounds. 

FOR THE BENEFIT OF SUBSCRIBERS. 
18. The charges to be made by the company for providing 

telephonic communication shall not, except with the appro-
val of the Governor and Legislative Council, exceed those 

mUlllca lOn. in that behalf specified in the Schedule to this Ordinance. 

Company to 
maintain 
works in effi-
cient manner. 

Provided that the company may receive any special remu-
neration agreed upon between the company and any sub-
scriber in respect of telephonic communication with any 
building or other place situate without the limits of the 
Town of Port-of-Spain as defined by the Port-of-Spain 
Ordinance No.1 of 1899, and at a greater distance than 
one mile from the nearest telephone exchange maintained 
by the company. 

Provided also that the charges hereby authorised to be 
made shall, after the expiration of five years from the date 
of the passing of this Ordinance be liable to be revised and, 
if thought fit, reduced by the Governor and Legislative 
Council. 

19.-(1.) The company shall maintain their works in an 
efficient manner so as to secure prompt telephonic commu-
nication amongst subscribers at all reasonable times, and if 
there shall be any interruption of such communication the 
company shall without unnecessary delay employ all the 
means within their power to remove the cause of such 
interruption and to restore such communication. 

(2.) If the company shall neglect or refuse to comply 
with the provisions of this section, they shall for every such 
default be liable on conviction to a penalty not exceeding 
Five Pounds and to a further penalty not exceeding Ten 
Shillings for every day after the date of such conviction 
during which such default continues. 

COMPANY'S WORKS PROTECTED. 

or 20. No subscriber except with the permission in writing 
of the company shall connect or suffer to be counecteq 

t 
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directly or indirectly with any telephone work of the com- with com-
pany any telephone line, transmitter, receiver or other 
instrument, apparatus or fitting which is not the property permitted. 
of or supplied by the company; nor shall any subscriber, 
except in case of emergency, disconnect or suffer to be dis-
connected from any telephone line or work of the company, 
any telephone line, transmitter, receiver or other instru-
ment apparatus or fitting, which is the property of or 
supplied by the company, without first having obtained the 
consent of the company to such disconnection; and in any 
case, other than a case of emergency, such connection or 
disconnection shall be made by or under the supervision of 
an officer of the company; and, if any subscriber acts in 
contravention of this section, he shall for each such offence 
be li8,ble to a penalty not exceeding Five Pounds, and the 
company may, in such case, cease to supply telephonic com-
munication to the premises of such subscriber, and the 
company may cut or disconnect and remove any telephone 
line, transmitter, receiver or fitting which is the property of 
the company, from the premises of such subscriber, not-
withstanding any agreement or contract previously existing 
between the company and such subscriber, and without 
prejudice to any other right or remedy for the protection of 
the company. 

21. Any officer appointed by the company may, at all Inspection, 
reasonable times, enter any premises to which a telephone 
line has been supplied by the company, and may inspect, 
test, remove or replace the lines, transmitters, receivers, or 
other instruments, apparatus or fittings placed in, or upon 
such premises and belonging to the company; provided that 
the company shall repair all damage caused by such entry, 
inspection, removal or replacement. 

22. Where any telephone works or lines, transmitters, Company's 
receivers or other instruments, apparatus or fittings, belong- :;;::atus,&c. 
ing to the company, are placed in or upon any premises, not n?t 8uhject to 
b · . th . f th f . h f distress, mng III e pOSSeSSIOn 0 e company or t e purpose 0 execution, &e. 
supplying telephonic communication under the provisions of 
this Ordinance, such telephone works and lines, trans-
mittens, receivers or other instruments, apparatus or fittings, 
shall not be subject to distress or to the landlord's remedy 
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for rent of the premises where the same may be, nor to be 
taken in execution under any process of a Court of Justice 
or under any proceeding in bankruptcy or insolvency against 
the person in whose possession the same may be. 

GOVERNMENT SUPERVISION AND CONTROL, 

Appointment 23.-(1.) The Governor may from time to time appoint 
of Electric . 1 
Inspector by and keep appointed one or more competent and Impartia 
G?vernr.nent- person or persons to be Electric Inspector or Electric HI" dutIes. 

Inspectors under this Ordi11ance. 
(2.) The duties of an Electric Inspector under this 

Ordinance shall be as follows ;--
(Ct.) The inspection and testing, periodically and in 

special cases of the company's works; and 
(0.) Such other duties in relation to the company's 

works as may be required of him under the 
provisions of this Ordinance or of any rules or 
regulations thereunder. 

(3.) In respect of the said duties an Electric Inspector 
shall be entitled to take such fees as may from time to time 
be prescribed; provided that the Governor in Oouncil may, 
if he thinks fit, receive from the company an annual payment 
of such sum as may be agreed upon in lieu of all fees 
otherwise payable by the company under this Ordinance. 

Remuneration 2,;ji. The Governor in Council may pay to every Electric 
of Electric Inspector appointed by him, under this Ordinance such Inspector. 

Oompany to 
give notice of 
accident. 
Inquiry into 
cause of 
accident. 

reasonable remuneration, if any, as may from time to time 
be determined by him with the sanction of the Legislative 
Oouncil, and that remuneration may be in addition to or in 
substitution for any fees directed to be paid to the Electric 
Inspector in respect of his prescribed duties. 

25.-(1.) The company shall send to the Governor in 
Oouncil notice of any accident by explosion, or fire, and 
also of any other accident of such kind as to have caused 
or to be likely to have caused loss of hfe, or personal injury, 
which has occurred in any part of the company's works or 
lines or in connection with their works or Jines, and also 
notice of any loss of life or personal injury occasioned by 
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any such accident. The notice shall be sent by the earliest 
practicable post after the accident oocurs, or, as the case 
may be, after the loss of life or personal injury becomes 
known to the company. 

If the company fails to comply with the provisions of 
this section they shall be liable for each offence to a 
penalty not exceeding Five Pounds. 

(2.) The Governor in Oouncil may, if he deems it 
necessary, appoint any Electric Inspector, or other fit person 
or persons, to inquire into and report as to the cause of any 
accident affecting the safety of the public, which may have 
been occasioned by or in connection with the company's 
vvorks or lines, or as to the manner and extent in and to 
which the provisions of this Ordinance and of any rules 
and regulations made under this Ordinance so far as such 
provisions affect the safety of the public, have been complied 
,vith by the company, and any person appointed under this 
section, not being an Electric Inspector, shall, for the 
purposes of his appointment, have all the powers of an 
Electric Inspector under this Ordinance and the expenses 
of such inquiry and report, to such an amount as the 
Governor in Oouncil by his Order certifies to be due, shall 
be paid by the company. 

1903. 

26. On the occasion of the testing of any works and lines Testing of 
of the company reasonable notice thereof shall be given w?rks by Elec-, trw Inspector. 
to the company by the Electric Inspector, and such testing 
shall be carried out at such suitable hours as, in the opinion 
of the Inspector, will least interfere with the conduct of the 
business of the company, and in such manner as the 
Inspector may think expedient, but except under the provi-
sions of a special order in that behalf, made by the Gover-
nor in Oouncil, he shall not be entitled to have access to or 
to interfere with the works a,ndlines of the company at any 
points other than those at which the company have reserved 
for themselves access to the works and lines ; Provided that 
the company shall not be held responsible for any inter-
ruption in the telephonic communication which may be 
occasioned by or required by such Inspector for the purpose 
of any such testing as aforesaid: Provided also that such 
testil1gs shall not be made in regard to any particular portion 

, i 

, I 
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of the works or lines oftener than once in any three months, 
except in pursuance of a special order in that behalf made 
by the Governor in Oouncil. 

27.-(1.) An Electric Inspector shall at the request of 
any subscriber and on payment of the prescribed fee make 
such inspection of the works of the company upon the pre-
mises of the subscriber as may be necessary for determining 
whether the company has complied with the provisions of 
this Ordinance or with any rule or regulation thereunder. 

(2.) If upon any such inspection the Electric Inspector 
shall find that the company has infringed any of the pro-
visions of this Ordinance, or any rule or regulation there-
under, the Electric Inspector shall, if required so to do by 
the subscriber, certify snch default in writing and may if 

. he thinks fit direct that the company shall refund the 
inspection fee and thereupon such inspection fee shall be 
paid by the company to the subscriber. 

Electric 28. Any Electric Inspector appointed under this Ordi-
nance shall have the right of access at all reasonable hours 
to the premises of the company or of any subscriber for the 
purpose of testing the telephone lines and instruments of 
the company and ascertaining if the same are in order; and 
in case the same are not in order, he may require the com-
pany forthwith to have the same put in order. 

Company may 29. The company may, if they think fit, on each occasion 
of the testing of any telephone line or instrument of the 
company by an Electric Inspector, be represented by some 
officer or agent, but such officer or agent shall not interfere 
with the testing or inspection. 

C.ompaD:Y. 30.-(1.) The company shall afford all facilities for the 
give faCilIties t' f th ' , f thO 0 d· 'th for inspection, proper execu IOn 0 e prOVISIOns 0 IS r Inance WI 
&c. respect to inspection and testing and shall comply with all 

the requirements of this Ordinance in that behalf. 
(2.) If the company make default in complying with 

any of the provisions of this section, they shall be liable in 
respect of each default to a penalty not exceeding One Pound, 
and, in case of a continuing offence, to a further penalty 
not exceeding Five Shillings for every day after the first day 
during which such offence continues. 

Electric 31. Every Electric Inspector shall on the day imme-Inspector to 
repClrt to diately following that on which any testing has been cOlU- I 
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pleted by him under this Ordinance make and deliver a Governor in 
report of the results of his testing to the Governor in Council, Council. 

or to the subscriber as the case may be, by whom he was 
required to make such testing, and also to the company, 
and such report shall be receivable in evidence, 

(2.) If the company or any subscriber is dissatisfied with 
any report of any Electric Inspector, they or he may appeal 
to the Director of Public Works against such report, and 
thereupon he shall inquire into and decide upon the matter 
of any such appeal, and his decision shall be final and 
binding on all parties. 

32. If at any time it appears to the Governor in Council: Govel'l;or in 
(Jouncr! may 

(1.) That the company is maintaining any system 
f t 1 h I· d k t 'fi d . defect,ve or o e ep one Ines an war s no - spem e In da,ngerOl1S 

this Ordinance nor approved by the Governor in wor\t.odbe 
O '1 reme Ie . ounm ; or 

(2.) That any work of the cornpany is defective 
so as not to be in accordance with the provi-
sions of this Ordinance, or of the rules and 
regulations subject to which the company is 
for the time being authorised to maintain lines 
and works under this Ordinance; or 

(3.) That the company's works or communication 
thereby are or is attended with danger to the 
public; 

the Governor in Council may if he thinks fit by order 
require the company to remedy the same so as to comply 
with such order within such period as may be therein 
limited in that behalf, and if the company makes default 
in complying with such order within the time so limited, 
they shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding Five 
Pounds for every day during which such default continues. 

Provided that when the matter so required to be 
remedied is in the opinion of the Governor in Council 
dangerous to the public safety, he may, if he thinks fit by 
any sueh order as aforesaid, forbid the use of such lines or 
works as from such date as may be specified in that behalf 
until the order is complied with) and if the company make 
use of any such line or work while the use thereof is 
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forbidden, they shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
Twenty Pounds for every day during which such user 
continues. 

33.-(1.) If the company shall fail to maintain in efficient 
working order the telephone system or systems which shall 
be subject to the provisions of this Ordinance, the Governor 
in Council may by writing under Seal revoke and determine 
all licenses powers and authorities of the company under 
this Ordinance, and thereupon such licenses powers and 
authorities, and each and every of them, shall absolutely 
cease determine and become void. 

(2.) In case of any such revocation or determination 
the company shall sell and transfer and the Governor in 
Council shall purchase all such plant as was immediately, 
prior to such revocation or determination, in use by the 
company for the purpose of supplying the means of 
telephonic communication. 

(3.) The value of all plant purchased by the Governor 
in Council under this section shall be deemed to be its fair 
market value at the time of such purchase, due regard 
being had to the nature and then condition of such plant 
and to the state of repair thereof and to the circumstance 
that it is in such a position as to be ready for immediate 
working and to its suitabihtyto the purposes of a telephonie 
service; and no addition shall be made to such value in 
respect of compulsory purchase or of good will or of any 
profits which might have been made or be by the 
company from the use of sllch plant. In case of difference 
such value as aforesaid shall be determined by arbitration. 

(4.) In this section the word "plant" includes works 
materials and plant. 

Governor in 3lli.-(1.) After first communicating vvith the Company 
Council may and taking into consideration any representations made by make, repeal, 
&c., rules and them the Governor in Council may make repeal re-enact 
regulations.' .. ' '.. ' or amend rules and regulatIOns respectmg the constructIOn 

and maintenance of the works of the company for 
(a.) the securing the safety of the public from per-

sonal injury or from fire or otherwise, 
(b.) the securing of a regular and efficient telephonic 

communication, 
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(c.) the authorising of inspection and inquiry from 
time to time; and 

(d.) the enforcement of the due performance of the 
duties of the Company under the provisions of 
this Ordinance. 

('2.) All such rules and regulations shall be published 
in the Royal Gazette; and a copy of the Royal Gazette 
containing the same shall be p1"ima facie evidence of such 
rule or regulation having been duly made. 

(3.) Any such rule or regulation may impose reasonable 
penalties for offences against the same or for the failure or 
omission to observe or comply with the provisions of the 
same or any of them, such penalties not to exceed five 
Pounds for each offence with or without further penalties 
for continuing offences not exceeding for any continuing 
offence ten shillings for every day during which such 
offence continues; but all rules and regulations shall be so 
framed as to allow in every case part only of the maximum 
penalty being ordered to be paid. 

1903. 

35. If in any case ,vhere any matter is in this Ordinance Matter.to be 
authorised or directed to be determined by the Governor in by 
Council it to the. Gove::nor. in Council to be expedient, 
for convem8nce of localmvestlgatIOn or for any other reason, h.im to arbitra. 
that the matter should be determined by an arbitrator, the tlOll. 

Governor in Council nmy, notwithstanding anything herein 
contained, and whether the Governor in Council has entered 
on the investigation or not, refer the matter to some 
competent and impartial person as arbitrator; and with 
respect to the matter so referred any such arbitrator shall 
have the like authority and jurisdiction as the Governor in 
Council has under this Ordinance, and his determination 
shall have the same effect as a determination of the 
Governor in Council under this Ordinance. 

COlYllVlENCEJiIlENT OF WORK; DEPOSIT. 

36.-(1.) Before commencing any vvork authorised by Commence· 
this Ordinance (not being the alteration or repair of existinO" ment of Hew 

L b work. 
works) the company shall obta,in the license of the Governor 
in Council in which shall be specified the period within 
which such work shaH be completed, and the company shall Deposit, 
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also deposit with the Receiver-General a sum of money not 
less than 4 per centum of the estimated cost of constructing 
such work (such estimated cost to be approved by the 
Director of Public Works). 

('2.) The sum so deposited together with interest 
thereon at the rate of 3 per centum per annum shall, on the 
certificate of the Director of Public Works, be repaid to the 
company in the manner following, that is to say, one-third 
thereof on the completion of one-third of the said work, 
another third thereof on the completion of two-thirds of the 
said work, and the remaining third thereof on the completion 
of the said work. 

(3.) But if such work shall not be completed within the 
time specified in such license then the sum so deposited or 
such portion thereof as remains in deposit shall on the 
expiration of such specified time be forfeited to His Majesty. 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 

Office of 37. The company shall at all times have an office in the 
company. town of Port-of-Spain. 

Company may 38. The company may purchase lease or otherwise 
land acquire and may sell and convey land and may exercise the 

and powers of the Land Acquisition Ordinance 1898 for 
powers of 1 . 't' f hId th . f' tl Dire?tol',of t 1e acqmsl IOn 0 sue an as ey may reqmre orle 

purposes of their works, and the powers of the Director of 
Public Works under the said Ordinance may be exercised in 

r mance. respect of the acquisition of land by the company. 

Licenses, 39. Except with the consent of the Governor in Council 
powers, &c., the conlpany shall not sell nor absolutely assign transfer or of company 
may not be deliver to any body or person the licenses powers or authori-

ties or any of them conferred upon the company by this 
Ordinance or by virtue of the provisions thereof. 

Council. 
Notices, &c.- ?liO. Notices, orders, and other documents under this 
Form and!'·'",. Ordinance shall be in writing, and where any notice, order or authentica-
tion of. document requires authentication by the company, the sig-

nature thereof by their Manager or Secretary shall be suffi-
cient authentication. 

Notices, &c.- 4i1.-(1.) Any notice, order or document required or 
f:<ervice of. authorised to be served upon any body or person under this 

'r· 
I 
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Ordinance may be served by the same being addressed to 
such body or person, and being left at or transmitted 
through the post to the following addresses respectively: 

(a.) In the case of the Governor in Council the 
office of the Colonial Secretary; 

(b.) In the case of the Postmaster-General, the 
General Post Office; 

(c.) In the case of the Director of Public Works, the 
office of the Director of Public Works; 

(d.) In the case of any local or road authority, the 
office of such local or road authority; 

(e.) In the case of any company having a registered 
office, the registered office of such company; 

(f.) In the case of a company having an office or 
offices, but no registered office, the principal 
office of such company; and 

(g.) In the case of any other person, the usual or last 
known place of abode of such person. 

(2.) Any notice, order, or document by this Ordinance 
required or authorised to be served on the owner or occupier 
of any premises shall be deemed to be properly addressed if 
addressed by the description of the" owner" or " occupier" 
of the premises (naming the premises) without further name 
or description. 

(3.) Any notice, order or document by this Ordinance 
required or authorised to be served on the owner or occupier 
of any premises may be served by delivering the same, or 
a true copy thereof to some person on the premises, or, if 
there is no person on the premises to whom the same can 
with reasonable diligence be delivered, by fixing the notice 
on some conspicuous part of the premises. 

1903. 

2. Subject to the provisions of this Ordinance as to Computation 

cases of, emergency, ,where the interval of time 
the serVlCe of any notlCe or document under the prOVISIOns . 
of this Ordinance and the execution of any works or the 
performance of any duty or act is less than seven days, the 
following days sheJl not be reckoned in the computation of 
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such time, that is to say, Sunda,y, Christmas Day, Good 
Friday, and any public Holiday under and within the 
meaning of The Public Holidays Ordinance, 1872. 

l.I!3. All rules and regulations made under this Ordinance 
and for the time being in force, shall within one month 
after the same, as made or last altered, have come into 
force, be printed at the expense of the company, and true 
copies thereof, certified by or on behalf of the company 
shall be kept by them at their registered office ancl supplied 
to any person demanding the same, at a price not exceeding 
one shilling for each copy. 

lI!4. The right conferred by this Ordinance on the com-
pany to use and to supply telephonic communication shall 
be exercised only in accordance with the rules and regula-
tions, from time to time, made by the Governor in Council, 
under the provisions of this Ordinance, and in every case 
in which so far as the same may be relevant, such rules 
and regulations may be complied with, the company shall 
be deemed to have taken all sufficient, reasonable and 
proper precautions for preventing injurious affection to or 
interference with the electric works and lines of other 
bodies or persons, and the currents therein: Provided that 
nothing in this Ordinance or in such rules and regulations 
shall be held to give to any body or person any right of 
action or cmnplaint against the company in respect of 
a,ny electric works, lines) or apparatus or the currents 
therein, unless in the construction erection maintenance 
and working of such vvorks lines and apparatus all reasonable 
and proper precautions have been taken by such other body 
or person to prevent injurious affection thereto and inter-
ference therewith and with the currents therein by or from 
other electrical currents. 

Company ma,y 45.-(1.) The company may secure the payment of any 
bonds or debentures issued by them by mortgages of their 

. property and works; and they may borrow money on the 
security of such mortgages. 

(2.) The company may in ftnd by any such mortgage 
confer upon the holders of such bonds or debentures, or the 
trustee or trustees under such mortga,ge, for their benefit 
such powers, rights and remeclies as may be deemed 
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desirable, in order to enable the holders of the said bonds 
or debentures, or such trustee or trustees, in its behalf 
to obtain the possession and enjoyment of and title to such 
property and works, or to obtain the value thereof by sale 
or otherwise, in case of default by the company in the per-
formance of the conditions of such mortgage; and the. 
holders of such bonds or debentures or any person claiming 
by, through, or under them, or any purchasers from the said 
trustee or trustees, or under any sale made by order of a. 
Court of competent jurisdiction, or in case they shall 
take possession of the property and works under the provi-
sions of the said mortgage, may organize themselves into a 
domestic or foreign corporation and the provisions of this 
Ordinance, or any Ordinance in amendment thereof, shall 
apply to such corporation and its members, and such corpo-
ration shall be entitled to have and enjoy the powers, privi-
leges and franchises conferred upon the company by this 
Ordinance, or any Ordinance in addition hereto or in amend-
ment hereof, subject to the conditions and provisions of this 
Ordinance and the rules and regulations made hereunder. 

(3.) The holders of the said bonds or debentures, 
whether they shall organize themselves into a corporation 
as herein provided or not or the said trustee or trustees, or 
any persons or corporations claiming by, through or under 
them, or the purchasers under any sale made by a court of 
competent jurisdiction, shall in case they take possession 
of the said property and works under the provisions of said 
mortgage or otherwise be entitled to hold, own and enjoy 
the same as fully and effectually as did the company there-
tofore, and they shall be entitled to hold and enjoy all the 
powers, rights, privileges, franchises and exemptions in 
reference thereto which were held and enjoyed by the com-
pany subject to the provisions hereof or any special or 
general Ordinance in force in the Colony and the rules and 
regulations made hereunder. 

Any foreign corporation or trust company may act as 
trustee under such mortgage. 

(4.) The provisions of the Bills of Sale Ordinance, 1884, 
shall not apply to such mortgage nor to the bonds or deben-
tures issued hereunder, nor to any lien or charge upon the 
property of the company thereby created. 

1 

1903. 

I . ! 
,I 



of 
charges-how 
'Blll[orced" 

injmy to 
or obstruction 
of compa,ny's 
works. 

26 

Telephones, 1903. 

If any body or person to pay any charge 
authorised by this Ordinance or sum due from 

body or person the 111 of the supply 
telephonic communication such or person, the 

after giving seven days' to that effect, 
supply, for that purpose may cut or dis-

and remove any telephone line or other work or 
appliance through' communication 

supplied, iCmd until such charge or other 
sum, together with any expenses . by the company 
in cutting off such supply as aforesaid, is fully pai<\, 
discontinue the supply of telephonic communication to 

body or person notwithstanding any contnwt or 
agreement previously existing between the company 
such or person; [md without prejudice to other 
right or remedy for the protection of the company, or for 
the recovery of such charge the company. 

Every person wilfully 
destroys, removes or dama,ges anything which 

pad of or is or employed in or about 
working telephone line or fo:r the 

transmission of thereby; or 
the sending, tmnsmiSslOn 

communication any 
phone line, 

be guilty of 8,11 offence under this Ordinance and shsJI 
on SUnllllary cOll'Tiction to n penalty of Twenty-

pounds or in default thereof to imprisoned with or 
h2,rdlabonr for six months" 

lPunishment of Everyone vlho wilfully attempts to commit any such 
attempt. in the next preceding section mentioned is guilty 

Saving" 

of ::1011 offence ana. liable, on smumary conviction to a penalty 
not exceeding rren Pounds, or to three months imprison-
ment with or without hard labour. 

l.!!9. Nothing in the two next preceding sections shall 
exempt a person from proceeding for any offence which 
is punishable undef any other provision of this Ordinance, 
or under any other Ordinance, Of at common law, so that 
no person is punished twice for the same offence. 

.. 

J 

I 
I 
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50. Where no other penalty has been prescribed for any Penalty 
contravention of or neglect to comply with the provisions of 
this (other than of ,money) 
contraventIOn or neglect shall subJect the offender to a 
penalty not exceeding Five Pounds: Provided that no body 
having any claim against the company under this Ordinance 
shall in any way be prejudiced in enforcing the same by the 
fact that any penalty or penalties has or have been 
recovered against the company in respect of the same act 
or omission or default out of which the claim aforesaid 
arIses. 

51. All rentals, tolls, charges and penalties payable under Recovery of 
this Ordinance or any rule or regulation made in pursuance 
of this Ordinance may be recovered and enforced in a sum-
mary manner before a Stipendiary Justice of the Peace; 
and the procedure in any such case shall be in accordance 
with the provisions of the Summary Conviction Offences 
(Procedure) Ordinance, 1895, or as near thereto as the cir-
{"lJ]!}stances of the case will permit. 

52. All plant, telephones, batteries, exchanges, mechanical 
I, , t . t d t· 1 f exemptIOn app lances, appara us, eqUlpmen an rna erIa s, 0 every from duties 

kind except lumber, imported into this colony within one of Customs. 
year from the passing of this Ordinance for the construction 
or reconstruction of any work authorised by this Ordinance 
shall be free of all duty whatsoever thereon imposed by 
any Ordinance of this Colony. 

53. The Company shall be answerable for all aocidents, Indemnity 
damages and injuries happening through the act or default 
of the company, or of any person in their employment &0. 
by reason of or in consequence of any of the company's 
works, and shall save harmless all authorities, bodies and 
persons by whom any street is repairable, and all other 
authorities, companies and bodies collectively and indi-
vidually, and their officers and servants, from all damages 

.costs in respect of such accidents, damages and 
ll1JurIes. 

5lJ;. Nothing in this Ordinance shall take away or affect Reservation. 
any power which any body or person may have by Ordi-
nance to widen, alter, divert, or improve any street road, 
railway, tramway, or canal. 

, 

, 
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55. Nothing herein contained shall affect or be deemed 
to affect the rights of His Maj esty the King his heirs or 
successors or any body or person except such as are, 
mentioned or referred to in this Ordinance and those 
claiming from through or under them. 

Passed in Council this 5th day of October, in the year 
of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and three. 

HARRY L. KNAGGS, 
Acting Olerk of the Oowncil. 

/ 

SCHED ULE.-(SECTION 18). 

MaXIMUM CHARGES TO BE MADE BY THE COMPANY FOR 
PROVIDING TELEPHONIC COMMUNICATION. 

£ s. d. 
For each Telephone within the Town of Port-of-Spain as defined 

in the Port-of-Spain Ordinance, 1898, (No.1 for the year 
1899) : 

(a.) To a private residence, per month 
(b.) To an office or other place of business, per month ... 

For each Telephone elsewhere within the Island of Trinidad: 
(a.) To a private residence, per month 
(b.) To an office or other place of business, per month ... 

For a, five minute conversation through a public telephone: 
(a.) Between persons in the Town of Port-of-Spain as 

above defined or within five miles of each other ... 
(b.) Between persons not more than 20 miles distant 

from each other ... 
(c.) Between persons more than 20 miles distant from 

each other 

o 12 6 
o 16 

o 16 8' 
1 o 10 

0 3 

0 0, 6 

0 1 0 
(The period of five minutes is to be computed from the moment when the 

desired connection has been established. Where the conversation extends beyond 
five minutes, an additional charge may be made not exceeding the sum already 
charged for five minutes conversation.) 

1 
" 

I 
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