
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 

Copyright. 

No. t' ·· .-1907. 
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II 

27th Febnw1·y. 

AN ORDINANCE to amend the law relating to Copyright. 

12th, 1®07 .. 

BE it enacted by the Governor of Trinidad and Tobago 
with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council 

thereof as follows :-
1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Copyright Ordi- Short Title. 

nance 1907. It shall be read as one with the Copyright 
Ordinance, .No. 75. 

The Copyright Ordinance (No. 75) and this Ordinance 
may together be cited as the Copyright Ordinances. 

2. The author, being a British subject, or resident within Oop:J:rightto 
the British Dominions, of every original painting, dra·wing 
and photograph which shall not have been sold or disposed years after 
of before the commencement of this Ordinance, and his death. 

assigns, shall have the sole and exelusive right of copying, 
reproducing and multiplying such painting or 

drawmg and the design thereof, or such photograph 
the negative thereof by any means and of any 

su-•o, for the term of the natural life of such author, and 
after his death; provided that when any paint-

mg or drawmg, or the negative of any photograph, shall for 
' 'l 
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the first time the commencement of this Ordinance be 
sold or disposed of, or shall be made or executed for or on behalf 
of any other person for a good or a valuable consideration, 
the person so selling or disposing of or making or executing 
the same shall not retain the copyright thereof, unless it be 
expressly reserved to him by agreement in writing, signed, 
at or before the time of such sale or disposition, by the 
vendee or assignee of such painting or drawing, or of such 
negative of a photograph, or by the person fOT or on whose 
behalf the same shall be so made or executed, but the copy-
right shall belong to -Ghe vendee or assignee of such painting 
Ol' drawing, or of such negative of a photograph, or to the 
person for or on whose behalf the same shall have been 
made or executed, nor shall the vendee or assignee thereof 
be entitled to any such copyright, unless at or before the 
time of such sale or disposition an agreement in writing 
signed by the person so selling or disposing of the .same, or 
by his agent duly authorized, shall have been made to 
that effect. 

·Copyright not 3. Nothing herein contained shall prejudice the right of 
to prevent t , ·k ' h' h th ' h 11 b representation any person 0 copy OI USe any WOI Ill W lC ere S a e 
?f sal!le sub- no copyrig·ht or to ·represent any scene or obJ' ect notwith-
3ects m other . ' • , ' 
works. standmg that there may be copyright m some representa-

Assignments, 
licenses, etc., 
to be in 
writing. 

tion of such scene or object. 
ll. All copyright under this Ordinance shall be deemed 

personal estate and shall be assignable, and every assign-
ment thereof, and every license to use or copy by 
any means or process the design or work which shall 
be the subject of such copyright, shall be made by some 
note or memorandum in writing, to be signed by the 
p10prietor of the copyright, or by his agent appointed for 
that purpose in writing. 

l\Iethocl of 5. Copyright in all such works may be registered with the 
registration. Registrar-General in manner provided for the registration of 

copyright under the Copyright Ordinance, No. 75. 
Penalties on 6. If the author of any painting, drawing or photograph 
infringement. in which there be subsisting copyright under this 

Ordinance, after having sold or disposed of such copyright, 
or if any other person, not being the proprietor for the time 
being of copyright in any painting, drawmg, or photograph, 
sha11, without the consent of such proprietor, repeat, copy, 
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colourably imitate, or othenvise multiply, for sale, hire, 
exhibition or distribution, or cnuse or procme to be repeated, 
copied, colomably imitated or otherwise multiplied for sale, 
hire, exhibition or distribution, any such work or the design 
thereof, or, lmowing that any such repetition, copy or other 
imitation has been unlawfully made, shall import into this 
Colony or sell, publish, let to hire, exhibit or distribute, or 
offer for sale, hire, exhibition or distribution, or cause or 
procme to be imported, sold, published, let to hire, distri-
buted, or offered for sale, hire, exhibition or distribution, 
any repetition, copy or imitation of the said work, or of the 
design thereof, made without such consent as aforesaid, such 
person for every such offence shall forfeit to the proprietor 
of the copyright for the time being a sum not exceeding ten 
pounds ; and all such repetitions, copies and imitations, 
made without such consent as a.foresaid, and all negatives of 
photographs nHtde for the purpose of obtaining such copies, 
shall be forfeited to the proprietor of the copyright. 

1907 .. 

7. No person shall do or cause to be done any or either of Penalties 011.. 

tl f 11 ' · t . tl t · t fraudulent 18 0 OWing ac S . la IS 0 say,-
·;;<.,' · and sales. 

(1.) No person shall fraudulently sign or otherwise 
affix or fraudulently to be signed or other-
wise affixed to or upon any painting, drawing or 
photograph, or the negative of a photograph, 
any name, initials or monogram : 

(2.) No person shall fraudulently sell, publish, 
exhibit or dispose of, or offer for sale, exhibition 
or distribution, any painting, drawing or photo-
graph, or negative of a photograph, 
thereon the name, initials or monogram of a 
person who did not execute or make such work: 

(3.) No person shall fraudulently utter, dispose of or 
put off, or cause to be uttered or disposed of, any 
copy. or colomable imitation of any painting, 
drawmg or photograph, or negative qf a photo-
g.eaph, there shall be subsisting copy-
nght therem or not, as having been made or 
executed by the author or maker of the original 
work from which such eopy or imitation shall 
ha. ve been taken. 



No. 

Penalties. 

Hecovery of 
pecuniary 
penalties. 

4 

Oopy1·ight. 1907. 

(4.) Where the author or maker of any painting, 
drawing or photograph, or negative of a photo-
graph, made either before 01' after the commence-
ment of this Ordinance, shall have sold or other-
wise parted with the possession of snch work, if 
any alteration be afterwards made therein by any 
other person, by addition or otherwise, no person 
shall be at liberty, during the life of the author 
or maker of such work, without his consent, to 
make or knowingly to sell or publish, or offer for 
sale, such work or any copies of such wmk so 
altered as aforesaid, or of any part thereof, as or 
for the unaltered work of such author or maker. 

Every offender under this section shall, upon convic-
tion, forfeit to the person aggrieved a sum not exceeding ten 
pounds, or not exceeding double the full price, if any, at 
which all such copies, engnwings, imitations, or altered 
works shall have been sold or offered for sale; and all such 
copies, engravings, imitations or altered works shall be for-
feited to the person, or the assigns or legal representatives 
of the person whose name, initials or monogram shall be so 
fraudulently signed or affixed thereto, or to whom such 
spurious or altered wmk shall be so fraudulently or falsely 
ascribed as aforesaid: Provided always that the penalties 
imposed by this section shall not be incurred li.nless the 
person whose name, initials or monogram shall be so fraudu-
lently signed or affixed, or to svhom. such spurious or altered 
work shall be so fraudulently or falsely ascribed as aforesaid, 
shall have been living at or within twenty years next before 
the time when the offence may have been committed. 

8. All pecuniary penalties which shall be incurred and 
all such unlawful copies, imitations and all other effects and 
things as shall have been forfeited by offenders pursuant to 
this Ordinance, may be recovered by the person hereinbefore 
empowered to recover the same either by the 
Supreme Court or in the manner prescribed by the Summrlirj 
Conviction Offences (Procedure) Ordinance, No 1. 

Court may. , 9. In any proceeding in the Supreme Court fo;r the 
make order for • f . f h · h f · ' 1· 11 b m nngement o any sue copyng t as a oresa1d It s 1a e 

or lawful for the said Court on the application of the Plaintiff 
or Defendant respectively to make such order for an injunc-
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No 
tion, inspection or . :wd. to directions 
respecting such proceedmg, mJunctwn, mspectwn or account 
and the proceedings therein respectively as to the Court shall 
seem fit. 

1907. 

10. All repetitions, copies or imitations of 'paintings, ImJ?ortation of . 1 1 . . t1 a . .h f copies pro-dravvings or photograp 1S, w 1ere111 or 111 1e esign w el'eo hibiterl except 

t1 ' 1 all be subsisting· COl)yrig·ht under thitl Chdinanne by co:ISent of 1el e s 1 . t . . . . c ' proprietor. 
and all repetitions, copJes andnmtatwns of the design of any 
such painting or drawing, or of the negative of any such 
ohotoO'raph, which shall have been made contrary to the 
provisions of . this are hereby absolutely 
hibited to be nnported mto thiS Colony, except by or With 
the consent of the proprietor of the copyright thereof, or his 
auent authorised in writing; and if the proprietor of any 

copyright, or his agent, shall declare that any goods 
so imported are repetitions, copies or imitations of any such 
pEtinting, drawing or photograph, or of the negative of any 
such photograph, and so prohibited as aforesaid, then such 
goods may be detained by any officer of the Customs 
Department: 

11. If .the author of any painting, drawing or photograph, of 
in which tl1ere shall be subsisting copyright, after having 
sold or otherwise disposed of such copyright, or if any other 

0 

person, not being the proprietor for the time being of such 
copyrigl1t, shall, without the consent of such proprietor, 
repeat, copy, colourably imitate or otherwise multiply, or 
eause or procure to be repeated, copied, colourably imitated 
or otherwise multiplied, for sale, hire, exhibition or distri-
bution, any such work or the design thereof, or the negative 
of any such photograph, or shall import or canse to be 
imported into this Colony, or sell, publish, let to hire, exhibit 
or distribute, or offer for sale, hire, exhibition or clistribu-
tion, or cause or procure to be sold, published, let to hire, 
exhibited or distributed, or offered for sale, hire, exhibition 
or distribution, any repetition, copy or imitation of such 
\'ffll'k, or the design thereuf, or the negative of any such 
photograph, made without such consent as aforesaid, then 
e-yery such proprietor in addition to the remedies hereby 
gwen for the recovery of any such penalties, and forfeiture 
of any such things as aforesaid, may recover damages ?Y an action to be brought against the person so offending 
m the Supreme Court, and may in such action recover 
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and enforce the delivery to him of all unlaw£1, lrepetitions', 
copies and imitations, and of ph1 ·iographs, or 
may recover damages for the retention conversion 
thereof : Provided that nothing herein contc ted, nor any 
proceeding, conviction or judgment for act hereby 
forbidden shall affect any remedy whic.r :my person 
aggrieved by sueh act may be entitled to eithe1 law or in 
equit¥. 

Passed in Council this Twenty-seventh ila} 
in the year of Our Lord one thousand nine 
seven. 

Acting Ole1·k of 

j'ebruary, 
ndred and 
' 


