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No. 29 PTWBATION OF OFFEND!CR8. 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 

No. 29.-l!HL 

AN ORDINANUE to permit the release on probation of 
offenders in certain cases and for other matters 
incidental themto. 

[L.S.J 

GEOHGE H. I,E HUNTE, 

GOVERNOR. 

26th Decen'!>b&r) 1911. 

B E it enacted by the Governor of Trinid.ad and Tobago 
with the advice and consent of the Legislative 

Council thereof as follows :-

I Dll 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Probation of sh,otitle. 
Offenders Ordinance, 1911. 

2. In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise Inte•p·etation 
. " 8 C t " St' a· o£ t"ms. reqmres, ummary our means any rpen mry or 

other Justice of the Peace when sitting in open Court to 
hear and determine all matters within his powers. 

3.-(1.) Where any person is charged before a Summary Power of 
Court wi?h an offence punisha:ble by such Co.urt, an~ ~he ~~.~,;;\:to 
Court thmks that the charge IS proved, but IS of op1mon oonditwnal . . d h j release of that, havmg regar to t e c laracter, antecedents, age, offende,·s. 
health, or mental condition of the person charged, or to 
the. trivial nature of the offence, or to the extenuating 
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circumstan·ces under which the offence was committed, it 
is inexpedient to inflict any punishment or any other than 
a nominal punishment, or that it is expedient to release 
the offender on probation, the Court may, without proceeding 
to conviction, make an order either-

(i.) dismissing the information or charge; or 

(ii.) discharging the offender conditionally on his 
entering into a recognizance, with or without 
sureties, to be of good behaviour and to appear 
for conviction and sentence when called on at 
any time during such period, not exceeding three 
years, as may be specified in the order. 

·(2.) Where any person has been convicted on 
indictment of any offence punishable with imprisonment, 
and the Court is of opinion that, having regard to the 
character, antecedents, age, health, or mental condition of 
the person charged, or to the trivia,] nature of the offence, . 
or to the extenuating circumstances under which the 
offence was committed, it is inexpedient to inflict any 
punishment or any other than a nominal punishment, or 
that it is expedient to release the offender on probation, the 
Court may, in lieu of imposing a sentence of imprisonment, 
make an order discharging the offender 0onditionally on his 
entering into a recognizance, with or without sureties, to 
be of good behaviour and to appear for sentence when 
called on at any time during such period, not exceeding 
three years, as may be specified in the order. 

(3.) The Court may, in addition to any such orcler, order 
)Ghe offender to pay such clamages for injury or compensati,m 
for loss (not exceeding in the case of a Summary Court ten 
pounds, or, if a higher limit is fixed by any enactment 
relating to the offence, that higher limit) and to pay such 
costs of the proceedings as the Court thinks reasonable, 
and, if the offender is under the age of twelve years, the 
Court may under and in accordance with Section 64 
of the Summttry Conviction Offences (Procedure) Ordi­
nance, No. 1, order payment of such damages and costs by 
such parent or guardian. 
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( 4.) Where an order under this section is made by a 
Summar3: Court, the order shall, for the purpose of re-vesting 
or restormg stolen property, and of enabling the Oourt to 
make orders as to the restitution or delivery of property to 
the owner and as to the payment of money upon or in 
connection with euch restitution or delivery, have the like 
effect as a conviction. 

1911 

· IL.-(1.) A recognizance ordered to be entered into under P;·obot;on 

tl ' 0 ~· j Jl "f tl ~ d · · ode>'''nd 11S l'uinance S 1a , 1 16 uourt SO or er, contain a conditio.ns of 

condition that the offender be under the snpervision of '""gobonoes. 

such person as may be named in the order during the 
penod specified in the order and such othflr conditions for 
securing such supervision as may be specified in the order, 
and an order requiring the inserbion of such conditions as 
aforesaid in the recognizance is in this Ordinance referred 
to as a probation order. 

(2.) A recognizance under this Ordinance may contain 
such additional conditions as the Court may, having regard 
to the particular circumstances of the case, order to be 
inserted therein with respect to all or any of the following 
matters:- . 

(a.) For prohibiting the offender from associating 
with thieves and other undesirable persons, or 
from frequenting undesirable places; 

(b.) As to abstention from intoxicating .liquor, where 
the offence was drunkenness or an offence 
committed under the influence of drink ; 

(c.) Generally for securing that the offender should 
lead an honest and industrious life. 

(3.) 'fhe Court by which a probation order is made 
shall furnish to the offender a notice in writing stating in 
simple terms the conditions he is required to observe. 

5.-(1.) There may be appointed as probation officer or ProhaHon 

officers for the district of a Summary Court such person or offioem. 

'jlersons of either sex as the Governor· may determine, and. · 
a probation officer when acting under a probation order shall 
be subject to the control of the Summary Oourt for the 
district for which he is so appointed. 
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(2.) 'l'he person named in any probation order shall,­

(a.) -Where the Court making the order is a Summary 
Court, be selected from amongst the probation 
officers for the district of such Court; or 

(b.) Where the Court making the order is the 
Supreme Court, be selected from amongst the 
probation officers for the district from which 
the person cha,rged was committed for trial : 

Provided that the person so 12amed may, if the Oou;t 
· co11siders it expedient on account of the place of residence 

of the offender, or for any other special re2cson, be a 
probation officer for some other district and ma-y, if the 
Oot1rt considers that the special circumstances of the case 
render it desirable, be a person who has not been appointed 
to be probs.tion officer for any district. 

(3:) The person named in a probation order may at 
any time be relieved of his duties, and, in any such case or 
in case of the c1eath of the person so named, another person 
may be substituted by the Court before which the offender 
is bound by his recognizance to apper,r for conviction cr 
sentence, or, if he be a probation officer for a district, by a 
Court to whose control that officer is sobject. 

6. H shall be the duty of a probation officer, subject to 
the directions of the Court,-

( a.) To visit or receive reports from the perso11 under 
supervision at such reasonable intervals as may 
be specified in the probation order or, subject 
thereto, as the probation officer may think fit ; 

(b.) To see that he observes the conditions of his 
recogmzance ; 

( o.) To report to the Court as _to his behaviour; 

(d.) To advise, assist, and *-mi him, and, when . ·"' _; 
necessary, to endeavour to find him suitable v>..,>. 

employment. ~ 

Pow,,_ to vary- 'l. 'l'he Court before which any person is bound by his 
oond;twns of • a th' 0 a· t f - . 
releaeo. recogmzance un er , IS r mance ·o appear or convwtron 

or sentence may, upon the application of the probation 
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officer, and after notice to the offender, vary the conditions 
of the recognizance and may, on being satisfied that the 
conduct of tha.t person has been such as to make it 
unnecessary that he should remain longer under supervision, 
discharge the recognizance. 

1911 

8.-(1.) If the Court before which an offender is bound Provi•iou in 

b l . . d th' n a· t . ""of offon· y 11s recogmzance un er 1s vr mance o appear lor deddling 

conviction or sentence or any Summary Court is satisfied to ob.'""' 
. . ' cond1btons of 

by mformat10n on oath that the offender htts failed to releaeo. 

observe any of the conditions of his recognizance, it may 
issue a warrant for his apprehension, or may, if it thinks fit; 
instead of issuing s~ warrant in the first instance, issue a 
summons to the offender and his sureties (if any) requiring 
him or them to attend at such Court and at such time as 
may be specified in the summons. 

(2.) The offendeY, when apprehended, shall, if not 
brought forthwith before the Court before which he is 
bound by .his recognizance to appear for conviction or 
sentence, be brought before a Summary Court. 

(3.) The Court before which an offender on apprehension 
is brought, or before which he a,ppes~rs in pnrsua,nce of such 
summons a,s aforesaid, ma,y, if it is not the Court before 
which he is bound by his recogniza,nce to a,ppear for 
conviction or sentence, remand him to custody or on ba,il 
until he crcn be brought beforo the la,st mentioned Court. 

(4.) An offerider so remanded to custody ma,y be 
committed during rema,nd to any prison to which the 
Court ha,ving power to convict or sentence him has power 
to commit prisoners. 

(5.) A Court before which a person is bound by his 
recogniza,nce to a,ppear for conviction and sentence, on 
being satisfied that he has failed to observe any condition 
cif his recognizance, ma,y forthwith, without further proof of 
his guilt, convict and sentence him for the cirigina,l offence 
or, if the case wo,s one in which the. Court in the firit 
instance might under Sections 13 a,nc114 of the Refonna,tory 
Schools Ordina,nce, No .. 29, have ordered .the ofiender to be 
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sent to a Reformatory School, and the offender is still 
apparently under the age of sixteen years, rrmke such an 
order. 

9. The Governvr may make rules for carrying this 
Ordinance into effect, and in particular for prescribing such 
matters incidental to the appointment, resignation, and 
removal of pwbat.ion officers, and the performance of their 
duties, and the reports to be made by them, as may appear 
necessary. 

:HJ. Sections 62 and 103 to 105 (both inclusive) of the 
Summary Conviction Offences (Procedure) Ordinance, 
No. 1, are hereby repealed. -

Passed in Council this Fourth -day of- December, in 
the year of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and 
eleven. 

HARRY L. KNAGGS, 
Clerk of the Council. 


