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'fRINIDAD AND 'l'OBAGO. 

No, 19.-1911. 

31st May. 

AN ORDINANCE relating to the laying of pipes for the 
purpose of conveying oil. 
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GEORGE R. LE HUNTE, 

GOVERNOR, 

. 12th Juno, 1911. 
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i • /IJ.j , d ~ 1}.// BE it enacted by the Governor of Trinidad and Tobago 

l'/{V~. 
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./i · I ); ./ with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council 
i · /JI!'I ;. 11 thereof as follows :- ~ 
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Short title. 

Repeal. 

Interpre­
tation. 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Petroleum (pipe­
lines) Ordinance, 1911. 

2. The Petroleum (pipe-lines) Ordinance, 1910 (15-· 1910) 
is hereby repealed. ·· 

8. In this Ordinance t~e term "person"· includes a· 
corporation, whether aggregate or sole. . . 

Permimrron ,o 4. It shall not be)~wful for. ainy j)ersonto use or to lay 
lay pipe-i.ne' and connect on an.yli'tnd in this Colony' (whethe. r such land ;p_eoessary. 

is or is not the property of any such person) any pipes for 
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the purpose of or capable of being used for conveying oil 
(hereinafter called pipe-lines) without permission :first had 
and obtained. 

Every person desirous of obtaining permission to use 
or to lay and connect any such pipe-.Jine shall petition the 
Governor in Executive Council for leave to do so. 

Such petition shall be accompanied by a plan of the 
lands showing, as nearly as may be, the names of the 
owners and occupiers thereof, and eJso the course and 
direction of the pipe-line and the position of any pumping 
stations, tanks or otber works in connection with such 
pipe-line. 

The Governor in Executive Council may thereupon, in 
his absolute discretion and upon such terms and conditions 
as he may think fit, grant permission to such petitioner-

( a.) To use any pipe-line; 
(b.) To lay and connect any pipe-line over such 

lands as may be the property of the petitioner or 
over which he may have obtained way leave, 
and as to such lands, if any, as are not his 
property or over which he has not obtained way 
leave, to proceed under Section 8 hereof. 

1911 

5. I£ an:r pipe-line shall. be used or la:id and connected in li\::~~n~~t 
contraventwn of the prov1s10ns of Sectwn 4 hereof,. 1t shall p;pe-line 

b 1 f I f th G · U' t · C '] b · Ja;d wWwub e aw u or e overnor 1n Bxeou 1ve ounm y not1ce permission. 

in writing to be served upon the owner or occupier of any 
lands whereon such pipe-line may be laid or through which 
it may pass, to require that such pipe-line be immediately 
disconnected and rendered useless for the purpose of con-
veying oil. 

In any case in which the owner or occupier of a.ny 
such land is not known or .cannot be found, such notice 
may be served by affixing the. same in some conspicuous 
place in such lands. · 

Sbou1d the requireri1ents · o'f any such notice not be 
complied with within forty-eight hours of the service or 
affixing thereof, it shall be lawful for ·apy person authorized 
in writing by the Governor in Execut~e Council with such 
workmen and assistants as may be n<q'\iBssary to enter upon 
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any land and carry out the requirements of such notice, 
and thereafter to re-enter from time to time to enforce 
and keep enforced such requirements without other or 
further authorit•y. 

Production of such written authority shall be sufficient 
evidence of the issue thereof, and no proof of the signatures 
thereon shall be necessary. · 

Any person obstructing the execution by any person 
so authorised, his workmen or assistants of anything 
required to be done to give effect to the requirements of 
any such notice so long as the same shall be in operation is ·· . 
on conviction before any Stipendiary Justice of the Peace 
liable to a fine not exceeding twenty pounds. 

6. If any person shall, after any pipe-line has been 
disconnected in accordance with the provisions of the last 
preceding section, reconnect the same, without having 
petitioned and received permission under Section 4 hereof, 
such person shall be liable to a penalty of fifty pounds, and 
to a further penalty of ten pounds for each day during 
which such pipe-line continues so re-connected. 

7. All penalties under the last preceding section shall be 
sued for and recovered by action of debt as between subject 
and subject in any competent Court of civil jurisdiction in 
the name of the Attorney-General. 

Notioo to ond 3. Every person desirous of laying pipe-lines on the lands 
:.t:,i:~ ~~Joy of other persons who has obtained permission to proceed as 
pipe-line. mentioned in (b) of Section 4 hereof, shall give notice in 

Assent to 
proposal. 

writing to the owners of such lands of his desire to lay 
down such pipe-lines, and of his intention after the 
expiration of fourteen days from the date of such notice on 
a specified day to enter upon such lands for the purpose of . 
fixing the location of such pipe-lines, and within fourteen 
days of such entry shall serve .Jlach of such owners with a 
statement in writing eontaining full particulars of the 
description and proposed location of such pipe-lines. 

. . . ··~· 

9. Any such owner \after receipt of such notipe and 
statement of particulaJ'll:orhay by deed assent to th.e lftjling. 
down of such pipe-lines~p~ payment of such compe1is~tiq:r,t 
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as may be agreed upon, and any assent so given shall be 
binding on all parties having any estate or interest in the 
land, subject to the following provisions :-

(1.) that any arrangement entered into by any owner 
under any disability or incapacity, or not having 
power to give such assent except under the 
provisions of this Ordinance, shall not be valid 
unless the same is approved by two valuers, one 
of whom is to be nominated by the person giving 
notioe and the other by the owner; and each of 
such valuers, if they approve of the arrangement, 
shall annex to the document containing the 
same a declaration to that effect snbscribed 
by them; 

(2.) that any compensation to be paid by the person 
giving notice to the owner, in cases where such 
owner is under any disability or incapacity or 
has not power to assent to such application, 
except under the provisions of this Ordinance, 
shall be applied in manner in which the 
compensation coming to parties having limited 
interests or prevented from trea.ting and not 
making title is applicable under the Land 

· Acquisition Ordinance No. 42; 
(3.) that any occupier or person other than the 

owner interested in the lands shall be entitled 
to compensation for any injury he may sustain 
by the laying of such pipe-lines, so that the 
claim therefor be made within twelve months 
after the laying of such pipe-lines, the amount of 
such compensation to be determined in the 
case of dispute in the manner in which disputed 
compensation for land is required to be 
determined by .the Land Acquisition Ordinance 
No. 42. .,, .. _. 

1911 

10. An owner shall be deemed to have dissented from Dissentfmm 

tl1e proposal to lay pipe-lines on his land if he fail to pmposa!. 

expres~!" his assent thereto within, one month after the 
ser;vjc_e of the notice on him undet,S.eotion 8 hereof; and in 

· th.e event of such dissent the~~ llihall be decided by the 
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Stipendiary Justice of the Peace of the district on the 
application of the person desiring to lay pipe-lines, unless 
such owner require the same within such period of one 
month to be decided by arbitration, the questions following; 
that is to say :-

(1.) whether the proposed pipe-lines will cause any 
injury to such owner, or to the occupier or other 
person interested in the lands ; 

(2.) whether any injury that may be caused is or 
is not of a nature to admit of being fully 
compensated for by money. 

The result of any such decision shall be as follows, 
that is to say:-

(a.) if the decision is that no injury will be caused 
to the owner occupier or other parties interested 
in the lands, the person giving notice may 

(b.) 

(c.) 

proceed forthwith to lay the pipe-line ; 

if the decision is that injury will be caused to 
the owner occupier or other party interested in 
the la,nds, but that such injury is of ·a nature 
to admit of being fully compemated by money, 
the Stipendiary Justice of the Peace or 
'1rbitrators shall proceed to aRsess such 
compensation and to apportion the same 
amongst the pe,rties in his or their judgment 
entitled thereto subject to the provisions 
contained in Section 12 hereof; and on payment 
of the sum so assessed the person giving notice 
may proceed to lay the proposed pipe-line; 
if the decision is that i11jury will be caused to 
the owner occupier or other party interested in 
the land, and that such injury is not of a 
nature to admit of being fully compensated by 
money, the person giviug notice shall not be 
entitled to lay the prqpr;\,sed pipe-line. 

- '~-~--~·· . . 
Prooedme. H. Where any ;,pplicatiori '•t£ made under the last 

preceding section, the Stipendiary Justice of the 'Peace· 
may summon the partie$ -to appear before hii!;\ a.t a( time 
and place to be named, in the summons, arid uport, ,the, 

;.-. 
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appearance of such parties, or in the absence of any of 
them, upon proof of the due service of the summons, 
it shall be lawful for such Justice to hear and determine 
the question and amount of the compensation and. for that 
purpose to examine such parties or Pony of them and their 
witnesses upon oath, and the cost of every such enquiry shr,ll 
be at his discretion and he shall settle the Romount thereof. 
Such costs shall be recoverable in manner pmvidec1 by 
Sections 45 and 46 of the Ordinance No. 9-1911 or any 
Ordinance repealing or amending the same. 

1911 

12. Where the compensation assessed by the Stipendiary Oom""""tiou 

Justice of the Peace or arbitrators under the last preceding ;;nd'.:;nm·e 
section is payable to any owner or other person who is at,.bility. 

under any disability or incap8.city, or is not entitled to 
receive the same for his own benefit, or is absent from the 
Colony, snch compensation shall be applied in the mtmner 
in whi<Jl1 the compensation coming to p8xties having limited 
interests or prevented from treating and not making title is 
applicable nnder the Land Acqnisition Ordinance, No. 42. 

13. If any difficulty or question shall arise as to the Whs" title 

pArson entitled to the compensation nnder this Ordinance, d"putsd. 

the Stipendiary J nstice of the Peace shall deposit the 
compensation payable in such case in the name and with 
the privity of the Registrar of the Supreme Court with the 
Receiver-General, to be plaqed to the credit of the persons 
interested. · 

Hi. Upon the application by petition of any person Money . 

k. l . t a 't a a t' 1 t depoe.tecl to ina mg c arm o any moneys epoSI e un er . ne as be paid out 

preceding section, the Supreme Court may in a summary~~;:~~ of 

way at the cost of the person giving notice under Section 8 Court. 

hereof, and after such notice as the Oonrt may deem fit 
and to such person or persons as the Oonrt shall direct, 
order distribution and payment of such moneys according 
to the respective rights :Jo114. interests of the persons making 
claim to snch inoneys .1Jf'iny part thereof and may make 
such other order in the .;premises as to the Court shall 
seem fit.· · 

; . .. , . . . , . , Power to enter 
15;> ·After prpe-lmes have been lard 111 accordance With the land toi~speot 

provisions of this Ordinance, it shall be lawful for the owner ~~P~~·.spau· 
,£ ·. . . •'iif"i:· . . 
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or person in charge of such pipe-lines or any person authorized 
in writing by either of them from time to time as it 
becomes necessary, to enter upon the lands through which 
such pipe-lines have been laid for the purpose of inspecting 
and with such assistance as may be necessary repairing the 
same, or in case such pipe-lines shall no longer be required, 
for the purpose of removing the same. Where pipe-lines 
are removed, the surface of the land shall forthwith be 
restored to its former condition. In default thereof such 
restoration may be carried out by the owner of the land, 
and the costs thereof shall be recoverable from the person 
liable therefor in the Petty Civil Court of the district 
without limit of amount. 

Obetrncting :16. Any person hindering, obstructing or interfering with 
own"' of th . b . h f . 1' pipe-lines aid e exermse y any owner or person m c arge o a pipe- Ine,· 
?1hm· pomons or by any other person . or by the servants or agents duly lUterested, , 

authorised in writing of any such owner or person of any 
right of entry upon lands conferred by this Ordinance for 
the purpose of laying and connecting or repairing, inspecting 
or removing any pipe-line is ou conviction before any Sti­
pendiary Justice of the Peace liable to a fine not exceeding 
twenty pounds. 

Liability of 17. The provisions of this Ordinance shall not relieve 
t~,~~k~ pipes any owner of a pipe-line of the liability to make com pen­
compensation sation to the owner or occupier of the land or the agents 
for damage, , 

workmen or servants of such owner or occupier for any 
damage or injury done or caused by the exercise or use of 
any power or authority hereby conferred or by any 
irregularity trespass or other wrongful proceeding in the 
execution of this Ordinance, or by the breaking or bursting 
of any pipe, or by reason of any defect in any pipe : 
Provided that if before action brought in respect thereof 
such owner of pipe-lines make tender of sufficient amends 
to the party injured, such last mentioned party shall not 
recover in any action. . .. 

ownemofpipe 18. It shall be lawfnl for the Governor in .Executive 
line to be 0 '1 a l h common ounci to ec are t at any pipe-line or system· of pipe-lines 
caniers. shall be deemed to be and -be common carriers;, and from 

and after the publication of such deClaration irf the Royal 
Gazette the owners or operators of every such pipecline or 

·~ ·~ .. ·:· 
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system of pipe-lines shall at all times in accordance with 
such rules and regulations as may from time to time be 
made by the Governor in Executive Council and pub­
lishea in the Royal Gazette make full ana aaequate pro­
vision in regard to the carriage of cruae oil, as such 
common carriers, ana shall if required so to ao by the 
Governor in Executive Council incre:1,se the carrying capa­
city of s,ny such pipe-line or system of pipe-lines and the 
capacity of their pumping stations, tanks and other 
appliances. 

Proviaed always that such owner~ or operators shall 
not be bound to increase the capacity of their pipe-lines, 
tanks, pumping stations and other appliances save upon 
the requisition of producers of crude oil, who have given 
guarantees satisfactory to the Governor in Executive 
Council of the permanence of the supply of crude oil to 
be carried by such owners or operators, and that such 
owners or operators shall not be bound to carry crude oil 
below a flash point which may from time to time be fixed 
by the Governor in Executive Council, or otherwise 
than in accordance with rules and regulations to be made 
as aforesaid. 

Provided also that such owners or operators shall not 
be obliged to place at any one time at the disposal of the 
public more than twenty per cent. of the full carrying 
capaeity of their pipes-line as then constituted. 

1911 

19. The rules · and regulations in the last preceding au!" "nd 

section mentioned may among other things fix a limit to the rognlatwns. 

rates which the owners or operators of pipe-lines may 
charge for the carriage of oil, and the terms and conditions 
upon which such owners or operators shall be bound to 
carry oil, and may attach a penalty not exceeding twenty 
pounds to the breach by such owners or operators of any 
such rule or regulation, and provide a method for deciding 
all questions as to the performance of their obligations 
towards the pl"lblic;' including questions as to the damages 
payable by BUcli owners or operators or other their liabilities 
for failure. to perform such obligations. Such owners and 
operators 1lhall execute in favour of the Colonial Secretary Bond. 

and.his ~uccessors a bond with .t:wo or more sufficient sure-

::: Q 2 
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ties, to be approved by the Governor, in the sum of one 
thousand pounds, conditioned for the payment by them of 
any penalty or payment of any BUm to which they may 
have become liable under such rules or regulations and 
for compliance with any such deci.sion as aforesaid . 

. Passed in Council this Thirty-first day of May, in 
the year of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and eleven. 

ALFRED TAITT, 
Aotinq Clerk of the Council. 
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