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TRINIBAD anp TOBAGO.
No. 6.—1i8§10,
1445 March,

AN ORDINANCE relating to the prevention of accidents
by fire.

IT8.]

GEURGE B. LE HUNTE,

31st March, 1910.

I it enacted by the Governor of Trinidad and Tobago
| with the advice and congent of the Leglslatwe Council
thereof as follows :—

Short $itle, 1. This Ordlnance may be cifed as the Agricultural Fires
Ordinance 1909.

Interpre- 2. In this Ordinance—

tation.
The word “Owner” means, the person having the -
immediate charge or management of any plantation or land.

The word ¢ Crop” means any growing crop, tree,
wood, or underwood, or other produce\of the 3011 whether
cultivated or not.

The word “Trash” means any meg@ss straw, brush-
wood, or other inflammable matter.

The words * Set fire to land” mean the setting fire
to any crop or trash growing or bemg in or upon any land.

The words ““ Crown Lands” mean any lands vested in
Hig Majesty, His Heirs or Successors.
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The words * clear days’ shall be reckoned exclusive of
the day on which any notice shall be given, and of the day
on which any act mentioned in such notice shall be done.

Governor may

It shall be lawful for the Governor, by proclamation goniis
from time to time, to probibit the settlng of fire o land sebting fre
within such parts of ‘he Colony and within such times to
be specified in such proclamation as the Governor may
from time to time seelfit; and any person who, after the
publication of and Wlf;hm the time specified in such
proclamation, shall set fire to any land within any part of
the Colony mentioned in such proclamation, shall, on
conviction thereof before a'3tipendiary Justice of the Peace,
forfeit such sum not exceeding fifty pounds nor less than
five pounds or be imprisoned\ for such term not exceeding
six months, as to such J ustm«lshall seem fit.

etting fire t0 any land shall Notico by

person desiring

4. Any person desirous of
give to the Warden of the rd ‘within which such land toset fire.
may be situate a notice in writing specifying the local
situation extent and abuttals of \such land, and shall cause
an open space of at least twenty-five feet in width to be Trage o be
cleared round the land and all hflammable matter to be
carefully removed from such space.

Upon receiving such notice, stch Warden shall inspect Inspection of
such land and such open spaco)or cause the same o~ ¢
be inspected by a mneighbouring landowner or by some
competent person to be named by steh Warden. Where
the inspection is made by a landowyer, such landowner
shail furnish to the Warden a certificate in writing stating
that he hag inspected such land and sugh open space, and
the result of such inspection.

1f any such certificate shall be false 'n any particular,
the person who makes the same, or any applicant for a
license who tenders, utters or puts off the ys\ame or any other
false certificate shall be guilty of an offence and shall on
conviction thereof before a Stipen&ia,ry Justicq of the Peace
forfert a sum not exceeding £50 nor less than Yive pounds.

On such inspection or certificate the Watden may if G‘lant;ng of
he shall see fit, grant a license to set fire to sugh land, in
which licenso shall be specified the days within which Such

¢ 2
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licendg shall be in force. Provided always that no such day
shall be a day prohibited by any proclamation of the
Governpr. .

Burning 8. Nathing in this Ordinance contained shall apply to

diseased frees, L ; : .
plants, etc. ~ Sebbing fixe to any cocoa or coconut tree for the purpose of

eradicating or preventing the dissemination of any disease
within the ‘meaning of the Agricultural Protection Ordi-
nance No. 17 or any Ordinance amending the same or
extending the provisions thereof, or to setting fire to any
tree, plant §r growth in pursuance of an order of an
Inspector apprinted under Ordinance No. 127.

Notieeto . 8. Every ownwr of land in respect of which a license shall
neighbows.  be granted underphis Ordinance, shall twenty-four hours at
the least before firg shall be set to such land, serve or cause
to be served on the\Officer or Non-commigsioned Officer in
charge of the Congtabulary station nearest to such land,
and on the owners of all lands adjoining the land in respect
of which such license\may be granted, a notice specifying the
days of the week and Month (not exceeding fourteen days ab
the most) within which\it is intended to set fire to such land.

Servioo of 7. Every such notice'‘\may be served on any owner by
' delivering the same to him\in person, or by leaving the same -

at his residence on such ddjoining land with some person

actually residing therein, or\if there be no such residence, or

no person can be found therein, then by affixing such nofice

in some open and conspicuoud place uponsuch adjoining land,

Fires to be 8. It shall be the duty of eery owner whenever fire shall
TS De et to any land under a licenge granted to him under this
Ordinance, o catise such land whether during the continua-
tion or after the expiration of his Neense and so long as any
fire shall be thereon, to be closely watched by some respon-
gible servant or agent to be by such o¥ner appointed for such
purpose, and it shall be the duty of suph owner to use every
endeavourbyhimself hisservantsand agents toextinguishany
fire which may escape or extend from the land on which any
fire shall have been set by him into any Reighbouring lands.

Every owner conbravening the provisions of this section
shall be guilty of an offence against this Ordinance and on
summary conviction shall forfeit and pay any sum nof
gxoeeding Twenty Pounds,
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ball be set to any land without a sufficient Penalty for
license in that\behalf under this Ordinance, or without such ‘s fre
gertificate having been delivered or such notice having been Ticense, &o.
given as hereinbgfore required, the owner shall, on convie-

tion thereof befory a Stipendiary Justice of the Peace forfeit

for every such offehge such sum not exceeding Fifty pounds

nor less than one pnd as to such Justice shall seem fit.

And every person not heing the owner, who shall set fire or

aid or agsist in sebting fire to such land shall on conviction

thereof before a Stipendiary Justice of the Peace, forfeit for

every such offence a sum nob exceeding ten pounds nor less

than one pound.

10. Tf fire shall be set fo apy land at any ‘time other than Setting fre
on the days specified in the license, the owner of the land fimay to
e shall be guilty of an offence afainst this Ordinance and on
S . conviction thereof before a Stigendiary Justice of the Peace
T shall forfeit and pay any sum npt exceeding ten pounds nox

less than one pound.

11. On the trial of any information, or in any proceeding pyoof of
for a summary conviction under this Ordinance, proof of settivg fire.
any-crop or trash growing or beink in or upon any land
having been on fire shall be primd\ focie evidence against
the owner of such land of such fire baving' been set thereto

~ by such-owner or with his authority.

12. It shall not be lawful for any pérson to open or use Charceal pits.
any pit on any land for the making of dharcoal; without the
license of the Warden of the Ward within which such pit
shall be situate; and every such Wardin before granting
any such license shall personally inspedt or cause to be
inspected by some competent person the place in which if
is proposed to open or use such pit, and on yuch inspection,
if he shall be of opinion thal such pit may Re used without
danger of fire, may grant a license for the satge ; and every
such license ghall be and remain in force un¥l the thirty-
first. day of December of the yearin whmh guch license may
be granted.

18. Any person who shall open or use any pit for the tsing eharcoal
making of charcoal without a sufficient license under this fi% withost
Ordinance in that. behalf shall on conviction thereof before
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Yetting fire to
Crown lands
without
suthority.

Warden may
order firing of
Crown lands.

Carrying
Lighted toreh,
ete,

Smoking, &e.,

on plantation.

a S‘uipené\'t&ry Justice of the Peace, forfeit a sum not exceed-
ing Twe nfy Pounds, cor be imprisoned for any ferm not
excéedmg ree months, with or without hard labour, as to
such Justiceshall seem fit.

14. Every pérson who shall wilfully set fire to any Crown
lands except by'\virtue of an order in writing of the Warden
of the Ward within which such lands may be situate, to be
made under the ‘authority of this Ordinance, shall on con-
viction thereof béfore a Stipendiary Justice "of the Peace,
forfeit a sum not exceeding Hifty Pounds nor less than Five
Pounds or be imp;,}ﬁ)ned with or without hard labour for
any term unot exceeding six months, as to the convicting
Justice shall seem fit.

15. Tt shall be lawful\for the Warden of any Ward within
which any Crown lands nay be gituate, by an order in writ-
ihg under his hand, to make order for the setfing of fire to
any such land on any day not being a day prohibited by
any proclamation of the yﬁovarnor and public notice of
such order having been made shall be given by affixing
copies of such Order in some\open and conspicuous part of
the several Constabulary sfations within the several Wards
within which such land or any part thereof may be situate,
at least ten clear days before the first day to be appointed in
or by such order for setting fire to sych land: provided always
that no such order for sefting fire to any Crown lands shall
be made in any case where the Sub-Intendant of Crown
Lands shall prohibit the making thexeof.

16. Every person who shall carry\any lighted torch or
other matter in a state of ignition, not\suiliciently enclosed
so a8 to prevent danger from fire, in or ¥pon any high road
or any Crown/lands, shall on conviction thereof before a
Stipendiary Justice of the Peace, forfeit, for every such
offence a sum not exceeding Hive Pounds.

17. Hvery person who shall smoke upon \any plantation
save and except within a dwelling house, or shall carry any
lighted torch or other mathter i a state of ignition not
sufficiently enclosed so as to prevent danger from fire upon
any plantation, shall on conviction -thereof before any
Stipendiary Justice of the Peace, forfeit for every such
offenice any sum not exceeding Five Pounds.
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land and

which such land is Sltua,te or any of Stinguish fire.
or any Commissioned or Non-Commis-
sioned Officer of ‘Constabulary may if he thinks fif enter
upon the Iand where such fire may be, and upon any land to
which there may be\ reasonable cause of apprehension that
such fire may spread, and do all such matters and things as
such Warden or Offider shall reagsonably deem to be neces-
sary for the purpose o ‘extinguishing such fire or prevent-

ing the growth and spreading thereof.
Such Warden or Officsy may also if necessary call upon Persons
preseny may

and require every male person present at any such fire 60 {;callea wpon
be aiding and assisting in the extinction of such fire ; and bosssist.

any such person who after béjng so required shall refuse or

fail to be aiding or assisting ag he may be directed by such
Warden or Officer ag aforesaid\ghall be guilty of an offence
against this Ordinance, and on ‘\conviction thereof before a
shall be liable to a fine not
exceeding Five Pounds, unless he\shall prove to the satis-
faction of such Justice that at the ¥
under the age of fourteen years or abpve the age of 60 years,
or was prevented by bodily sickness dr infirmity from being
so alding and agsisting.

19. All penalties and forfeitures under Section 17 hereof who may
may be sued for and recovered on the information of the recever
owner of the plantation or land on whidh the offence shall © '
have been commitbed. All other penalfjes or forfeifures
under this Ordiriance may be sued for on mformatmn of
any person. -

20. All penalties and forfeitures recove& under this appropriation.
Ordinance shall be paid into the Colonial Treasury for the
use of His Majesty the King.

21. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 20 of this reward to
Ordinance, one moiety of any penalty or forfeiture recovered nformer
under this Ordinance, shall be payable to the informant.

This Section shall be in force only at such times and
in such Districts as the Governor may from time to time
presoribe by proclamation to be published in the Royal
Gazette,



28

No. 6 \ AGRICULTURAL FIRES. _ 1910
Iprisonment any person shall be convicted of any offence under
;?&'f;f,feﬁ“f Sections\d, 8, 9, 10, 16, 17 or 18 of this Ordinance, and shall
ot penalty.  make defhult in the payment of any penalty or forfeiture
stich conviction, every such person ghall be
imprisoned éither with or without hard labour for any

term not exceéding gix months.
Liability for in, this Ordinance contained shall take away

damage caused

by fire.

Port-of-Spain
and: San
Fernando.

Repeal.

ility of any person for any damage from
fire caused by the act or neglect of such person or his servant.

‘24. Nothing in this Ocdinance contained shall extend to

the town of Port-of-Spaimsor the suburbs thereof, or the

town of San Fernando.

25. The Fire Ordinance Np. 170, the Fire (Amendment) .
Ordinance No. 282 and the F&}re Ordinance 1908 (No. 5 of
1908) are hereby repealed.

Provided that this repeal s}}a,l\l not affect the validity or
inivalidity of any thing done or suffered or any right accrued
or liability incurred before or any‘proceeding pending or
uncompleted at the commencement of\this Ordinance.

Passed in Council this fourteenth\ day of March, in

the year of Our Lord one thousand niné hundred and ten.

HARRY L. KQ GS,
Clerk of the Council.



