
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 

Port-oj-Spain Suburban Building. 

No. /.-1893. 
9th January. 

AN ORDINANOE for the laying out of New 
Streets and the con.s:truction of Buildings in the 
Suburbs of 

WHEREAS it is expedient to make provision for regu- Preamble. 

lating the laying out of New Streets, and the con-
struction of BuildingBl in the Suburbs of Port-of-Spain : Be 
it enacted by the Governor of Trinidad and Tobago with 
the and consent of the Legislative Council thereof 
as follows :-

1. In the construction of this Ordinance the following Interpretation 
oftermB. 

terms shaH have the respective meanings hereinafter assigned 
to them, that is to say, 

The words "Port-of-Spain" shall mean the 'rown of 
Port-of-Spain as defined by the Ordinance No. 10 
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of 1853, intituled "An Ordinance for the Regula-
"tion of Municipal Corporations in this Island." 

The word "premises" shall extend to all messuages, 
lands or tenements whether open or enclosed, 
whether built on or not, and whether public or 
private. 

The word "dwelling-house" shall extend to any store 
or warehouse or other building not being a kitchen, 
stable or out-house. 

The word-" builder" shall apply to and include the 
builder or other person employed to execute or 
who actually executes any work upon any build-
mg. 

The words "Director of Public W arks" shall include 
any assistant of such Director of Public Works or 
other person acting under his authority in writing. 

The word "owner" shall apply to every person in 
possession of or in the receipt either of the whole 
or of any part of the rents or profits of any land. 
or tenement, or in the occupation of such land 
or tenement other than as a tenant from year to 
year, or for any less term, or as a tenant at will:. 

The word "person" and words applying to any per-: 
son or individual shall apply to and ineludJ\ 
Corporations. \ 

The word "Street" includes any highway and any \ 
public bridge, and any road, lane, footway, square, 
court, alley or passage whether a thoroughfare 
or not. 

The word H suburbs" shan mean the area delineated 
in a plan signeLl by the Hon'ble John Edward 
Tanner, Director of Public Works, and deposited 
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in the office of the Engineer in Oharge of Surveys 
on the 19th day of December, 1892, that is to 
say, all the area bounded by the following lines 
on the said plan: 

On the East-a straight line drawn due North 
from the Sea through the Southeast corner of 
the Powder Magazine till it meets the Belmont 
Va1ley Road. 

On the N orth-a line drawn in a Westerly di. 
rection from the Northern termination of the 
Eastern boundary all the Belmont Valley Road 
along the North side of the said Belmont Valley 
Road till it meets the Belmont Circular Road, and 
thence along the North side of the Belmont Oir-
cular ,Road over the Concrete Bridge till it meets 
the Circular Road, and thence along the North 
side of the Circular Road till it meets the turn 
to Marava1, and thence along the North side of 
the Saddle Road. till it reaches the Bridge over 
the Maraval River: 

On the West - a line drawn in a Southerly di-
rection from the Western termination ofthe North 
boundary at the Bridge over the Maraval River 
along the bed of the Maraval Hiver to the Sea. 

On the South-the Sea. 
Save and except the area described as comprised 

within the TOivn of Port-of-Spain by the aforesaid Ordi-
nance No. 10 of 1853. 

NEW STREETS. 
2. It shall not be lawful for any owner of lands to lay Directorof 

• Public Works to 
out any new Street III the Suburbs without having fl. rst benotiliedof the laytng out 

, tId th' t' , , . d h' of any new gl ven WO ca en ar man s no ICe In wntmg un e1' IS Street. 

hand to the Director of Public Works. 
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3. Every owner of lands desiring to layout any New 
Street shall deposit in the office of the Director of Public 

Public Works. Works a map or plan, on a scale of one inch to every fifty Director of 

Size of new 
lots. 

feet, sbowing the direction and width of such proposed 
street, the extent of such lands, and the number, area and 
form of the several parcels into which it is proposed to 
divide the same; and the Director of Public Works shall, 
within fifteen days after the day on which such map or 
plan shall have been so deposited, visit and inspect such 
lands, and may require any alterations which he shall see 
fit to be made in the direction of any such street; and the 
Director of Public Works shall, at the foot or on the back 
of such map or plan so deposited with him, or of a new 
map or plan altered as to the direction of the street in 
such manner as he may require, certify under his hand his 
allowance of the same, and deliver such map or plan to the 
owner of such lands; and a duplicate of such map or plan, 
signed by such owner, shall be registered in the office of 
the Directur of Public Works. 

4. All lands comprised in such map or plan shall be 
set out in lots having a frontage on the street on which the 
same shall front of not less than fifty feet, and a 
of not less than one hundred feet measured I 
from sllch street; and every such lot shall be distinguished}. 
in such map or plan by a particular and distinguishin 
nnmber; and it shall not be lawful to sell, demise or devise 
or to purchase or to take on lease any such lands not being 
a lot marked on such map or plan, or whereof the front-
age, extent 01' depth shall vary in any particular from the 
frontage, extent or depth of such lot as shown by such map 
or plan; and the Registrar-General shall not in any case 
register any deed whereby any such lands, not being a lot 

I 

I 
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or part of a lot marked on such map or plan, or varying in 
frontage, extent, or depth from such map or plan, shall be 
sold or demised. 

5. Every New Street shall have a roadway of thirty Asto roadways and footways 

feet at the least between the side drains or gutters of such of new Streets. 

street, and a footway of not less than eight feet in width 
on each side of such street, with gutters between the road-
way and the footways sufficient to carry off the storm 
waters from such street, and from the lands fronting on 
such street; and such streets, footways and gutters shall be 
formed and levelled to the satisfaction of the Director of 
Public Works; the expense of forming and levelling the 
same shall be borne and paid by the owner of such lands; 
and the charg8 of keeping the same in repair and good 
order after the same shaH have been so formed and levelled, 
shall be borne by the Government. 

6. In every New Street provision shall be made for Director of Public Works 

the drainage or sewerage of the parcels of land abutting on 
I h ·.c t' f th D' f P bl' of the drainage, SUC 1 street to t e satisiac IOn 0 e lrector a u IC &c., of the parcels of land 

Works who shall grant a Certificate under his hand to be abnttingon any , new Street 

bl ' h d' th R l G f th t h . . . f h' before building pU IS e In e oya aze te, ate reqUIsItIOns 0 t IS operations are commenced. 

Ordinance in respect of such drainage or sewerage have 
been complied with; and it shall not be lawful for any 
person to commence erecting any building on any parcel 
of lands comprised in such map or plan until such Cer-
tificate as hereinbefore provided shall have been published 
in the Royal Gazette. 

7. Where any street within the suburbs or any carriage- Powertocompel draining, &c., of 
way, footway, or any other part of such street is not private Streets. 

drained, surface sewered, levelled, channelled and made 
good to the satisfaction of the Director of Public Works, 



Building when 
deemed to be 
new. 

Rebniiding 
old buildings. 
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the Director of Public Works N oiice addressed to 
the respective owners or occupiers premises fronting, 
adjoining or abutting on such thereof as may require 
to be drained, surface sewered, levelled, or channelled, 
require them to drain, surface sevv'er, level, channel or 
make good the same within a to specified in such 
Notice, 

If such notice is not complied 
Public "Works if he thinks 
mentioned or referred to 
summary manner the 
doing from the owners 
frontage their respective 
as is settled 
of dispu te) by a 

the Director· of 
execute the works 

recover In a 
him in so 

according to the 

or (in case 

Provided always that the Section shall 
not extend any street of which there been continuous 
user by the for a of fi VB years next previuus 

the commencement of n or to any street 
next preceding such which for space of three 

commencement has been the expense. 

NEW BUILDINGS. 

The following Rules and Regulations shall be observed 
with regard to Buildings ;-

8. A Building shall be deemed to be new whenever 
the external thereof have not been carried higher 
than footings previously to the first day of January. 
one 

to an extent 
half to be measured 

taken down 
one half of such building, such 

cubic feet, the rebuilding thereof 
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shall be deemed to be the erection of a new building, and 
every portion of such old building that is not in conform-
ity with the regulations of this Ordinance shaH be forth-
with taken down. 

10. In every dwelling-house the following Rules and Rulesa,stp new buildings. 

Regulations shall be observed, (that is to say) : 

(a) The external or party walls shall be con-
structed of brick, brick-nogging, stone, 
concrete, concrete-nogging, or such other 
material as the Director of Public Works, 
in his discretion, may approve, and the 
roof or flat shall be covered with slates, 
tiles or metal. Every gutter, dormer and 
other work constructed in connection with 
any building, except doors, 
windows and window-frames of such dor-
mers or other works or constructions, shall be 
framed of or covered with uninflammable 
material to be approved by the Director of 
Public W OTks : Provided that the walls of 
any dwelling house or other building not 
being a kitchen may be of wood unless such 
dwelling house or other building abuts upon 
or is within fifteen feet of an adjoining lot 
not belonging to the same owner. 

(6) Every balcony, verandah, balustrade, or 
other projection shall be constructed of 
uninflal1:nnable materials to the satisfaction 
of the Director of Public Works, but the 
flooring may be of wood, and the pillars or 
other supports may be of hard wood. 
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ll. Where it appears to tha Supreme Oourt that any 
building is dangerous on account of its liability to take 
fire, and that the same ought, for the protection of the 
inhabitants of the suburbs of Port-of-Spain, to be wholly 
or partly removed or altered, such Oourt may, on the 
application of the Director of Public Works, authorise 
such Director of Public Works to remove such building 
either wholly or partly, or to alter the same in any man-
ner which to the Oourt seems proper, and may authorise the 
Director of Public Works to do such act as aforesaid either 
immediately or in default of the same being done and 
completed within a limited time by the owner. 

An application under this Section may be made by 
motion in a summary way. 

Upon any such motion the Oourt may require notice 
to be given to any person or may make a peremptory or a 
conditional order, and may at any time discharge, suspend 
or vary such order upon such terms, if any, as the Oourt 
deems proper, and may make such order as to costs as it 
deems just. 

Costs ordered to be paid under this Section may be 
recoyered in the same manner as costs ordered to be paid 
upon any proceeding in the Supreme Court. 

For the purposes of this Section any Judge or Judges 
of the Supreme Oourt, at any time and place, shall be 
sufficient to constitute the Court, but a single Judge shall 
not, except where he is satisfied that the case is one of 
urgency, make a final order under this Section. Any 
order made by a single Judge may be reviewed by a full 
Oourt. 

Any expenses incurred by the Director of Public 
Works in executing any work authorised under this 
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11. Where it appears to tha Supreme Court that any 
building is dangerous on account of its liability to take 
fire, and that the same ought, for the protection of the 
inhabitants of the suburbs of Port-of-Spain, to be wholly 
or partly :removed or altered, such Court may, on the 
application of the Director of Public Works, authorise 
such Director of Public Works to remove such building 
either wholly or partly, or to alter the same in any man-
ner which to the Court seems proper, and may authorise the 
Director of Public Warks to do such act as aforesaid either 
immediately or in default of the same being done and 
completed within a limited time by the owner. 

An application under this Section may be made by 
motion in a summary way. 

Upon any such motion the Court may require notice 
to be- given to any person or may make a peremptory or a 
conditional order, and may at any time discharge, suspend 
or vary such order upon such terms; if any, as the Court 
deems proper, and may make such order as to costs as it 
deems just, 

Costs ordered to be paid under this Section may be 
recovered in the same mauner as costs ordered to be paid 
upon any proceeding in the Supreme Court. 

For the purposes of this Section any Judge or Judges 
of the Supreme Court, at any time and place, shall be 
sufficient to constitute the Court, but a single Judge shall 
not, except where he is satisfied that the case is one of 
urgency make a final order under this Section. Any 
order made by a sing1e Judge may be reviewed by a full 
Court. 

Any expenses incurred by the Director of Public 
Works in executing any work authorised under this 





p 

No. Port.(j-Spain Suburban Building. 1893. 

Section shall be recoverable in the same manner as expenses 
which, by the 42nd of this Ordinance are ordered 
to be borne and paid by the owner, are recoverable. 

12. In every dwelling-hollse the floor of the lower AstoeleV'ation of of 

basement story shall be not less than four feet abJve the basement story. 

level of the string line or bottom of the gutter of the 
street on which such house shall front. 

1 S. In every house every habitable room shall be III As to height ann arAa of 

every part at least nine feet in height fro.n the floor to 
the plate, and of an area not less than one hundred and 
forty-four square feet. 

14. The roof of every kitchen shall be covere 1 with As to eonstrnc-tion of kitchens. 

slates, tiles, or other uninflammable material, and the side 
against which the fire place and chimney are erected shall 
be built of stone, brick, concrete or tapia, and the floor of 
same shall be constructed of or protected by uninflammable 
materials to the satisfaction of the Director of Public Works. 

15. All premises shall be fenced off from every street Enclo.sureof . preIUlses. 

upon which the same may abut by a sufficient wall or 
fence, of stone, brick, concrete, iron or wood, or live fence, 
to the satisfaction of the Director of Public Works. 

PREMISES ALREADY BUILT UPON, AND ADDITIONS, ALTERATIONS 

AND REPAIRS TO ALL BUILDINGS NOT BEING NEW BUILDINGS. 

16. The following Rules and Regulatinns shall be Rules as to 

observed with respect to an premises already' built uI)on, up U, and re-

and all buildings and additions, alterations and repairs of 
or to all buildings not being new buildings within the 
meaning of this Ordinance. 

17. It shall not be lawful to make any alteration or As to the alter-
dd't' ation of or addi-

S. 1 lOn of or to any building already built with any 
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materials which it would not be lawful under this Ordi. 
nance to use for the erection of such building if the same 
were a new building within the meaning of this Ordinance. 

As to the repair 1 S. It shall not be lawful to repair the covering of of the covering 
of the roof. the roof of any building, of of any dormer-light or other 

erection thereon, except with slates, tiles, metal or other 
uninflammable material. 

As to the repair 19. It shall not be lawful to make any repairs to 
ofexternalwaJls hIll "d f b 'ld' h h of buildings t e externa wa s or Sl es 0 any Ul mg were suc 
within the sub-

the repairs shall extend to a space of one-half of the whole 

Yards to be 
filled up. 

surface of such external walls or sides, with any materials 
which it would not be lawful under this Ordinance to use 
for the erection of such building, if the same were a new 
building within the meaning of this Ordinance. 

20. The yards of all premises shall, within two years 
after the commencement of this Ordinance, be filled up so 
as to have a fall sufficient to the satisfaction of the Direc-
tor of Public Works to drain and carry off all storm waters 
from such premises, into the side gutter of any street on 
which the same may abut . 

..lstothecon- 21. All privies in any district not provided with un-
Btl'nction of 
privies. derground sewerage shall, within six Oalendar months 

Construction of 

after the commencement of this Ordinance, be constructed, 
altered or arranged in such manner and with such mate-
rials, and shall be thereafter kept in such repair to the 
satisfaction of the Sanitary Inspector as to prevent leakage 
or effluvium therefrom. 

22. Where the Governor in Executive Oouncil shall 
Bide drains. SO direct, l>roper and sufficient side drains or gutters shall 

be formed and laid in stone or other suffieient material in 
such streets as are already opened and in which such 
gutters have not already been completed; and the 
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penses thereby incurred shall be paid from the Colonial 
Treasury on the Certificate of the Director of Public Works. 

23. It shall be lawful for the owner of any premiseR Paving offoot. ways. 

to pave the footway of any street within the suburbs on 
which such premises shall abut, with such materials and 
in such manner as the Director of Public Works shall 
approve, and one-half of the expenses incurred in such 
paving, to be allowed by Certificate in writing of the 
Director of Public Works, shall be paid to such owner 
from the Colonial Treasury within one Calendar month 
after the signing of such Certificate. 

24. For the purpose of defraying the expenses of the Improvement 
rate. 

works mentioned in the two foregoing Sections, it shall be 
lawful for the Governor in Executive Council to levy a 
rate, to be called "The Suburbs Improvement Rate," on 
all houses and land occupied therewith or appurtenant 
thereto within the area specified in Section One of this 
Ordinance of threepence in the pound on the amount of 
the rental or annual value of all such houses, and such rate 
shall be a charge upon such houses and lands and shall be 
payable and assessed in the same ma,nner as the Land and 
House Tax and shall be collected together-with the Land 
and House Tax, and if not paid, may be recovered in the 
same manner as the Land and House Tax is recoverable. 

25. The Director of Public Works shall on or before Director of 
th fi d fF b f h ' . Public Works to erst ay 0 e ruary 0 eac year make out and pubbsb publish annual statement of 

a Statement in writing, certified under his hand, of all 
k . d b h' d S . 2 . provisionBof wor s carne out y 1m un er ectIOns 2 and 23 of thIS this Ordinance. 

Ordinance during the year ending on the thirty-first day Receiver·Gene. 
f D b· . . ral to publish o ecem er next precedmg; and the ReceIver-General annual State. 
h went of amount 

S all likewise publish a Statement showing the amount 
of the Rates applicable to the payment of such works of such 

;,!'I 
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which may have been paid during the year ending on the 
thirty-first day of December next preceding. 

26. When and so-soon as the rates so received shall 
be suffil-ient to defray the expenses of such works, together 
with interest and costs, if any, which may have been paid 
into the Colonial Treasury, such" Suburbs Improvement 

When "Suburbs 
Improvement 
Rate" shall 
ceaH0. 

Survey to be 
made of dan· 
gerOUS struc-
tures, and Di .. 
rer,tor of Public 
Works to make 
order for their 
demolition or 
otherwise. 

RateJ> shall cease. 
DANGEROUS BUILDINGS. 

27. Whenever it shall be made known to the Director 
of Public Works that any structure (including in such 
expreAsion any building, wall, fence or other structure) is 
in a dangerous state, the Director of Public Works shall 
survey the same or cause the same to be surveyed by some 
competent person to be named by such Director of Public 
Works; and if such Director of Public Works, on his own 
survey, or on the report of the person appoint8d by him 
to survey the same, shall be satisfied that such structure 
is in a dangerous state to passengers or to any person 
who may reside on the premises, the Director of Public 
Warks shan cause the same to be shored up or otherwise 
secured, and a proper boarding or fence to be put up for 
the protection of passengers, and shall cause notice in 
writing to be given to the owner or occupier of such 
structure, requiring him forthwith to take down, secure or 
repair the same, as the case may require, within a reason-
able time to be specified in such notice. 

On uon_compli. 28. If the owner or occupier to whom notice is given 
as last aforesaid shan fail to comply, within the time limited 

mon owner, &c., by such notice, with the requisition of such notice, the 
reqnisition. Director of Public Work:::: may make complaint thereof 

before a Justice of the Peace, and it shall be lawful for 
,Such Justice to order the owner, or on his default, the 
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occupier of any such structure to take down, repair or 
otherwise secure, to the satisfaction of the Director of Pub-
lic Works, such structure, or such part thereof as appears 
to him to be in a dangerous state, within a time to be fixed 
by such Justice; and in case the same is not taken down, 
repaired or otherwise secured within the time so limited, 
the Director of Public Works may, with all convenient 
speed, cause all or so much of such structure as is in a dan-
gerous condition to be taken down, repaired or otherwise 
secured, in such manner as may be requisite; and all 
expenses incurred by the Director of Public Works in 
respect of any dangerous structure shall be paid by the 
owner of such structure, but without prejudice to his right 
to recover the same from any lessee or other person liable 
to the expenses of repairs: and if not paid, may be sued 
for and recovered with full costs of suit by the Director 
of Public Works in any competent Court. 

GENERAL REGULATIONS FOR BUILDING. 

29. Every building and work done to, in, or upon Director of 
• • • • • Public Works to 

any bUIldmg shall be sublect to the superVIsIOn of the h.ave fBupervi-tJ Slon 0 every 

Director of Public Works two days before the following 
any building, 

acts or events that is to say before any building shall a!"d notice to be , . ' • gIven to hun by 

be begun to be built; and also before any addition or al-
teration which by this Ordinance is placed under the 
supervision of the Director of Public Works shall be made 
to any building; and also before any external wall shall 
be begun to be built, pulled down, rebuilt, cut into or al-
tered; and also before any other matter or thing be done 
which by this Ordinance is placed under the supervision 
of the Director of Public Workss except as hereinafter is 

f provided; also if the progress of such building or work is, 
r after the commencement thereof, suspended for any period 
.e exceeding three months, then two days before such build-
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ing or work is Tesumed; and also if during the progress 
of any such building or work, the builder employed there-
on is changed, then two days be'.ore any new builder enters 
upon the continuance of such building or work, it shall be 
the duty of the builder engaged in building or rebuilding 
such building, or executing such work, or in continuing 
such building or work, to give to the Director of Public 
Works notice in writing stating the situation, area and 
height, and intended use of the building or buildings about 
to be commenced, or to, in, or upon which any work is to 
be done, and the number of such buildings, if more than 
one, and also the particulars of any such proposed work, 
and stating also his name and address; but any works to, 
in, or upon the same building that are in progress at the 
same time may be included in one notice. 

Director of 30. The Director of Public Works shall, upon the 
Publio WOlks to receipt of any such notice as aforesaid, and also upon any 
to be observed. work affected by the Rules of this Ordinance, but in respect 

Notice to be 
evidence of in· 
tended works. 

of which no notice has been given, being observed by, or 
made known to him, and also from time to time, during 
the progress of any work, affected by the Rules and Direc-
tions of this Ordinance as often as may be necessary for 
securing the due observance of such Rules, survey any 
building or work hereby placed under his supervision, and 
cause all the Rules of this Ordinance to be duly observed. 

31. Every notice to build or repair given in pursu-
ance of tbis Ordinance shall be deemed, in any question 
relative to any building or work, to be prima, facie evidence 
as against such builder of the nature of the building or 
work proposed to be built or done. 

p
uil
e?a

d
lty on 1 32. If any builder shall neglect to give notice in any 

b er neg ect· of the cases aforesaid, or shall execute any work, of which 
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he is hereby required to give notice, before giving the 
same, or, having given due notice of any work, shall 
execute the same before the expiration of two days from 
the time of giving such notice, such builder shall, for every 
such offence, incur a penalty not exceeding Twenty Pounds 
to be recovered before a Justice of the Peace. 

33. At all reasonable times, during the progress of Director of 

k ft d b h' 0 d' . h 11 Public Works any building or wor auecte y t IS r Inance, It s a !'layenttber.aldnd lnspec Ul • 
be lawful for the Director of Public Works to enter and 
inspect such building or work, and if any person shall re-
fuse to admit such Director of Public Works to enter and 
inspect such work, or refuse or neglect to afford such 
Director of Public Works all reasonable assistance in such 
inspection, in every such case the offender shall incur a 
penalty not exceeding Twenty Pounds to be recovered 
before a Justice of the Peace. 

34. Any person intending to erect any structure Director of 
Public Works 

abutting on a.ny street (including in such expression any 
building, wall, fence or other structure) shall, before 

tmg on any 
shall begin to erect such structure, give notice of his in-
tention to the Director of Public Works, who shall there-
upon inspect the premises and ascertain and lay down the 
alignment of the street or footway on which such pre-
mises may abut. 

35. If the Director of Public Warks shall find that Director of 
Public Works to any such structure to be erected after the commencement order removal of •. nynew f th ' 0 U' h .!.' structure which o IS 1 mance encroac es on any street or lootway, the is found to en. 

D· lrector of Public Works shall give notice in writing to street. 

the owner of the premises, requiring such owner within 
forty-eight hours from the date of such notice to cause 
Inch structure to be removed. 
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Noticaby Di. 30 If' . t' b 'l;YO· '1 . 1 rector of Public . v, - 1 111 erec Ing any Ul Cllng, or In C omg any war {. 
Works ill case. b '11' h" d 
of irregularity. to, 111, or upon any Ul Cllug, anyt mg IS one contrary to 

OnnOllocom .. 
pliance wi1h 
noticB j Justice 
to summon 
builder to com. .. 
ply with requio 
sHion .. 

any of the Rules of this Ordinance, or anything required 
by this Ordinance is omitted to be done, or, in cases 
where due notice has not been given, if the Director of 
Public Works on surveying qr inspecting any building or 
work, shall find that the same is so far advanced that he 
cannot ascertain whether anything has bee11: done con-
trary to the Rules of this Ordinance, or whether anything 
required by the Rules of thi8 Ordinance has been omitted 
to be done, in every such case tbo Director of Public 
Works shall give to the builder engaged in erecting such 
building, or in doing such work, notice in writing re= 
quiring such builder, within forty.eight hours from the 
date of such notice, to cause anything done contrary to 
the Rules of this Ordinance to be amended, or to do any-
thing required to be done by this Ordinance, but which 
shall have been omitted to be done, or to cause so muc;h 
of any building or work as shall prevent the Director of 
Public Works from ascertaining whether anything has 
been done or omitted to be done as aforesaid, to be, to a 
sufficient extent, cut into, laid open or pulled downo 

37. If the builder, to whom such notice shall be given, 
shall make default in complying with the requisition 
thereof within such period of forty-eight hours, the Director 
of Public Warks may cause complaint of such 
pJiance to be made before a Justice of the Peace, and 
Justice shall thereuron issue a summons, requiring 
bnilder so in default to appear before him, and if upon 
appearance, or in his absence upon proof of the 
of such summons, it shall appear to such Justiye tbat 
requisi.tions made by such notice or any of them 
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authorised by this Ordinance, he shall make an order on 
such builder, commanding him to comply with the requi d 

sition of such notice, or any of such requisitions that may, 
in his opinion be authorised by this Ordinance, within a 
time to be named in such ordero 

38. If such order is not complied with, the builder, Penalty on non. 
compliance with 

on whom it is made, shall incur a penalty not exceeding order of Justice. 

Five Pounds a day, to be recovered before a Justice of the 
Peace, during every day of the continuance of such non-
compliance; and in addition thereto, the Director of Public 
Works may, if he shall think fit, proceed with a sufficient 
number of workmen to enter upon the premises ana. do all 
such things as may be necessary for enforcing the requi-
sitions of such notice, and for bringing any building or 
work into conformity with the Rules of this Ordinance; 
and all expenses incurred by him in so doing, and in any 
such proceedings as aforesaid, may be recovered from the 
builder, on whom such order was made, in a summary 
manner b8fore a Justice of the Peace, or may be recovered 
from the owner of the premises in the same manner in 
wl1ich expenses incurred in respect of any work are here-
inafter directed to be recovered from any owner. 

38. If any workman, labourer, servant or other Penalty on 
, d' b b ·ld· 11· 1 workmen, &c" person emplOve _ m or a out any Ul mg sha wIlfn Iy doingauything 

'. contrary to 

without the privity or consent of the person causing 
work to be done, do anything in or about such build-

contrary to the Rules of this Ordinance, he shall, for 
offence, incur a penaH)" not exceeding Fifty Shillings, 
recovered in a summary manner before a Justice of 

Peace. 

Where any building shall belong to Her Maoo Expenses in. 
1. curred under 

tile Queen any work or thing by this t.b. i.S Ordin!'uce '" , . . 1 . . 1U the repan', &0'1 
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nance required to be made, done and performed by the 
owner of such building, shall be made, done and performed 
by the Director of Public Yi arks, and the expenses thereof 
shall be paid by the Receiver-General on the warrant of 
the Governor, 

;!;,O 41, Where any premises shall be held or occupied by 
the Colonial Government for public purposes under lease, 

Government 
nnder lease, any work, matter or thing by this Ordinance required to 

be made, done or performed by the ovvner of such 
mises, may, if the Governor shall so direct, be made, dODe 
or performed by the Director of Public Works, and the 
costs and expenses of and attending the making, doing or 
performing of such work, matter or thing shall be paid 
by the on the warral1:t of the Governor, 
and the amount so paid shall be retained by the Receiver= 
General from and out of any rent due to or to become due 
to the owner of such premises, either in qne sum or in 
such sums from time to time as the Governor may direct 

Where work to 42. 'Where any work required by this Ordinance to be 
be done under 

done by the owner of any premises sh<111 not be completed 
completed with. "1" tl t" 1" 't d .{' 0 tl t " th D" 0 in prescribed wli11n 1e Ime Iml e 101 1a pUlpOSe, e nector Oi 

time, Public Works may, if he shall think fit, with a 

Repayment of 
expenses by 
owner. 

number of workmen, enter upon the premises and do and 
complete all such work in conformity with the Rules of 
this Ordinance; and aU expenses thereby incurred by the 
Directur of Public Works shall be borne and paid by the 
owner, by whom the work ought to have been done. 

43. The Director of Public Works shall, within one 
month after the completion of any work, the expenses of 
which are to be borne by the owner of any premises, 
deliver to the owner of such premises an account in writing 

r .• · 
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of the expense of the work, and every such work shall be 
estimated at fair average rates and prices according to the 
nature of the work, and the locality, and the market price 
of materials and labour at the time. 

44. At any time within one month after the delivery Objections to be 

f} h f tl . b· t t referred to ar· o sue 1 account, t e owner a 1e premIses may 0 0 bitmt,ion. How 
arbitrators are 

such account by a notice in writing addressed to the to be appointed. 

Director of Public' Works, in which notice objections 
to such account shall be specified; and upon such notice 
being given, such objections shall be referred to such 
person as the Director of Public Works and the person 
making such objection may concur in appointing, or if 
they shall not so concur, then they shall each appoint an 
arbitrator, and the two arbitrators so appointed shall name 
an umpire, and such one person or such arbitrators or 
umpire or any two of them shall determine such objec-
tions, and the award of such person or of such arbitrators 
or umpire or any two of them shall be conclusive, and 
shall not be questioned in any Court 

45. If any partv. makina' anv such oblection makes Inyase of J ., b J J ' deiault III nam" 
I !' It 0 " bOt ' .r ). 1 ft I I 11 ing arbiLrator C elau In nammg an ar 1 fa-GOr lor cays a e1' 1e s 1H by par.ty mak. 

have given the notice making such objection, the Director 
of Public Works may make the appointment in the place 
of the party so making default, 

mg obJectlOD, 

46. The costs incurred in obtaining any such award Payment of 
costs inc11rred in 

as aforesaid shall be lJaid b, y the Director of Public ,IV arks olJtaiDing award 1: T of arbltrators. 

or by the party making the objection, as the person or 
persons making such award may determine, 

47. If the party receiving such account does not When account 

k b· t' t th . b· th . d f shall be deemed ma e any 0 aec IOn 0 . e same, WIt .. 111 e peno a one to be accepted. 

month from the deliveTY of such account as aforesaid, he 
shaH be deemed to have accepted the same, 

« I 
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48. In all cases, where the owner of any premises is 
unknown or cannot be found, it shall be lawful for the 
Director of Public Works to cause a notice to be inserted 
in the stating the particular situation of the 
premises in TeRped of which such expenses have been 
incurred, and the amount of such expenses, and that unless 
the owner of such premises do, within three Oalendar 
months from the publication of such notice, pay the 
amount of such expenses, or make objection in writing to 
such account, such premises will be sold under the pro-
visions of this Ordinance. 

Authorises the 4"" -f h f 1 b 'd' 1 . sale ofjJremises C'J 0 1 t e amount 0 suc 1 expenses e not pal WIt nn 
ln certaln cases. 

four Calendar months from the day on which the owner 
shall be deemed to have accept,ed the account of such 
expenses as hereinbefore mentioned, or in case of any 
objection being made to such account, then within one 
Calendar month from the day of the publication of the 
award determining such objections, or in case where the 
owner is unknown or cannot be found, then within three 
Calendar months from the day of the publication of such 
notice as hereinbefore mentioned, the Director of Public 
vYorks shall cause such premises to be sold at Public 
Auction, by fiuch person, and at such time and place as 
he shall see fit; and two Calendar months' notice of the 
time and place of such sale shall be pll.blished in the 
Royal Gazette, and unless the amount of such expenses, 
together with a furiher sum at the rate of ten per cent on 
the amount of such expenses be paid to the Director of 
Public Warks before the day of such sale, such premises 
shan be sold to the highest bidder for the same, who shall 
forthwith pay down the amount of the purchase money 
10 the l)erson by whom snell shall be conductedp and 
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the Director of Public Works shall, on the request and at 
the cost of such purchaser, convey the same to such pur-
chaser, and every such conveyance may be according to 
the form in the Schedule to this Ordinance, and such 
purchaser shall hold the premises so conveyed, free and 
abs01utely discharged from all estates, charges and incum-
brances, whether of Her Majesty the Queen or of any other 
person. 

50. The balance of such purchase money after deduct- Howhbalanee of pure asemoney 
. h d t h 11 b 'd b th after payment mg sue expenses an percen age, s a e pal y e of expenses is 

" to be disposed 
Director of Pubhc Works mto the Supreme Oourt to an of, 

account to be entitled "In the matter of the Ordinance 
"entitled (stating the title of this Ordinance) and of the 
" premises (specifying their local situation) sold under the 
"provisions of the said Ordinance;" and the Supreme 
Oourt or any Judge thereof may, on the petition of any 
person entitled or claiming to be entitled to such moneys, 
or any part of the same, make order for the payment 
of such moneys or any part of the same to the person or 
persons entitled thereto, and in the meantime and until 
the same can be so paid, may make order for the invest-
ment of such moneys or any part thereof at such interest 
and on such security as the Oourt may see fit. 

5l. Any notice or order under this Ordinance, may be How notices are 

d th f . b d l' , th to be served, serve on e owner 0 any premIses y e Ivermg e 
______ same to him, or leaving the same at his usual place of 

with some person actually residing thereat with him 
or by registered letter through the post, if he shall be resid-
ing within the Oolony, or if not so residing, then by leav-
ing the same with the occupier of such premises or any 
part thereof, . 01' with any inmate of the abode, or servant 
of such occupier, or if there is no occupier, then by putting 



22 
No. Port-of-Spain Suburban Building. 1893. 

up such notice or order on a conspicuous part of the pre-
mises to which the same relates, and any notice under this 
Ordinance, may be served on the Director of Pu blic Works 
by leaving the same at his office. 

52. No action shall be commenced against any Direc-
tor of Public Works or other person for anything done or 
mtended to be done under the provisions of this Ordinance or other person • 

s r nance. . until the expiration of one month next after notice in writ-
ing has been delivered to him, or left at his office or usual 
place of abode, stating the cause of action and the name and 
place of abode of the intended plaintiff and of his Solicitor 
in the cause; and upon the trial of any such action the 
plaintiff shall not be permitted to go into evidence of any 
cause of action which is not stated in such last mentioned 
notice, and unless such notice is proved, the Jury shan 
find for the defendant; and every such action sLall be 
brought or commenced within six months next after the . 
accrual of the cause of action, and the defendant shall be 
at liberty to plead the general issue, and give this Ordi-
nance and all special matter in evidence thereunder. 

Passed in Council this Ninth day of January, m 
the of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-three. 

Clerk of the Council. 

, 
1 
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SCHEDULE. 

This Deed made this day of in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and ninety- between J. E. T., 
Director of Public Works of the Island of Trinidad, of the one part 
and of the other part, Witnesseth, that the 
said Director of Public Works, in pursuance of the powers vested in 
him by the Ordinance (state title of 01'dinance) and in consideration 
of the sum of to the said Director of Public Works by 
the said well and truly paid at or immediately 
before the execution of these presents, the receipt whereof is hereby 
acknowledged, Doth by these presents sell and convey unto the said 

and his heirs, all and singular (desC1'ibe 
the p?'emises.) 

To Hold the same with the appurtenances unto and to the use of 
the said his heirs and assigns for ever freed 
and absolutely discharged from all estates, charges and incumbrances 
whether of Her Majesty the Queen or of any other person. 

In Witness whereof the Director of Public Works hath hereunto 
set his hand at Port-of-Spain, in the Island of Trinidad, the day and 
year first herein written. 

Signed and delivered by the } 
Director of Public Works 
in the presence of 


