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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 

No. 29.-1895. 
1st . 

. AN ORDINANCE to consolidate and amend the Law 
relating to Petroleum. 

[L.S.] 

C. C. KNOLLYS, 

ACTING GOVERNOR. 

4th Septembe1', 1895. 

BE it enacted by the Governor of Trinidad and Tobago 
with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council 

thereof as follows ;-

PART I. 
1. This Ordinance may be cited for all purposes as Shorb title. 

"The Petroleum Ordinance, 1895." 

2. In this Ordinance the term :-

"Justice" means Stipenc1iary Justice of the Peace. 

" Licensee" means a person licensed to sell or keep 
for sale Petroleum pursuant to this Ordinance. 

" Licensed" means licensed pursuant to this Ol'dimtnce, 

Interpretation. 
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includes the Chief Offker of 
Police in each District of this Island, 

H Petl'oleum" means and includes any product 01 
Petroleum, Rock oil, Hangoon oil, BUl'lnah oil, ;md 
any product of them and any oil made from Petroleum, 
coal, schist, shale, peat, or other bituminous substance, oj' 
any p1'oduet of them, and which when tested in manner 
prescribed by this Ordinance do not give forth an 
mabIe vapour at a temperature of 95 degree8 Fahrenheit. 

"Dangerous petroleum "means petroleum which 
when tested in manner prescribed by l'eglliations under 
this Ordinance give8 forth an inflammable vapour at a 
temperature below 95 degrees Fahrenheit, 

" :Place" means and include8 any house, storehouse, 
shop, cellar, yard, or wharf, 

VCRBals having , Every vessel carrying a cargo consisliing wholly 01' 
Pct.l'Olelllll all , f P I -1 . h I:I b f P f' 11Onl'd lobe In par!, 0 - __ : etl'O enm anc cmtel'lllg t -elar our 0 -_ 
11100,.8<1 III S· C) ]-' 1 I -FI -b . l' 1 . pIH"" men- pmn or I:Jan ..I er11a11Cto, or any ot ler _ ar our WIt 11n t 11S 
t,iOlwd ill Q 

IlIlioIlH issued Island, sh(,,11 COliform to such regulatIOns 111 respect to the by HarlJo\1l' __ 

!lIaBlel. place at whiell she is to be moored as may from time to 
time be issued by the Harbour Master. 

If any vessel is moored in any place in contravention 
of such regulation::;, the owner or master of such vessel shall 
incur a, penalty not exceeding Twenty Pounds for each day 
during which the vessel remains moored; and it shall be 
lawful for the Harbour Master or any other person acting 
under his orders to cause such vessel to be removed at the 
expense of the owner or master thereof to such place as 
may be prescribed by the said regulatiolls, nnc1 all expenses 
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incurred ill such removal may bc recovcred in I;he samo 
manller as ponaltie8 are hereinafter made rccoverablc. 

. It shall be bwful for the Governor from time to Powel' to Go 
( 'veruol' to 

time as occasion may require, by P l'oclamation llud(J,1· his 
hand and the scal of the Oolony to appoint propel' places Petl'oleum. 

for the storage of Petroleum, and to make all such 
regulations respecting the landing, receiving, depositing, 
guarding, delivering and removing such Petroleum as 
to him shall from time to time seem fit, and also to 
appoint some fit and proper person 01' persons to have the 
charge and custody of such Petroleum, 

. No Petroleum shall be delivered from anv snch l)lace Delivel'Y fl'Oll! 
. .; IVarehouse. 

so appointed except between the hours of seven in the 
forenoon and fOlll' in tl18 afternoon of any day, 

. ]'rom and after the commencernellt of [,his Ordinance Hcguln,(,ioIlH a< 
(,0 sale of Po· 

llO Petrolenm shall be sold 01' .kept fo1' sale wit.hiu the limitl:! tl'Oicmu. 

of the '{'owns of San Fernando alld Al'imn., 
except in pursuance of the lieense giveu by a .Justiee, 
who is hereby anthOl'izec1 in bis discretion to grant the 
same; and not more than one hundred imperial gallons 
of Petroleum shall be kept at one time iu any place 
although duly 

All Petroleum kept for sale in allY place so licensed 
shall be kepi; in a tank 01' othel' vessel made of iron, zinc, 
tin j 01' other uninHammable materiaL 

Prom and after the commencement of this Ordinance i\[ol'e than ten 
gallons of 

no quantity of Petroleum exceediuu' ten illll)erial gallons l'ctroleum,not 
0 to be kept III 

shall be kept ill any unlicensed plaee ill any of the towns 
aforesaid. 
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or R. If any unlicensed person shaH sell or keep or 
kcepmg CXCCRR 
of expose for sale in any place any Petrolenm, and if 
Hnd keepIng In 
inflmnnutblc in any l)lace whether licensed or not licensed there shall 
receptacles. 

be any excess of Petroleum over the quantity permitted 
by this Ordinance to .be kept in that place, the whole of 
the Petroleum in that place shall be forfeited to Her 
lVIajesty, and the person occupying or using the place shall 
be guilty of an offence against this Section. 

If in any licensed place Petroleum is found in a 
receptacle not being uninflammable as prescribed by Section 
6 of this Ordinance, such receptacle and its contents shall 
be forfeited to Her Majesty, and the person occupying or 
using the place in which the Petroleum is found shall be 
guilty of an offence against this Section. 

Any person guilty of an offence against this Section 
shall on summary conviction before a Justice forfeit and 
pay any sum not exceeding Twenty Pounds for every day 
on which the offence was committed, and in default of 
payment shall be imprisoned either with or without hard 
labour for any term not exceeding six months. 

of deli- 9. No Petroleum shall be delivered from any place 
vcry of Petro-
leum. licensed under this Ordinance except between the hoUl's of . 

seven in the forenoon and six in the afternoon. 

If any Petroleum shall be delivered contrary to this 
Section the Licensee in respect of such place shall be guilty 
of an' offence under this Ordinance; and on conviction 
before a Justice shall forfeit and pay any sum not exceed. 
ing Five Pounds, and in default of payment shall be 
imprisoned with or without lund bbour for any term not 
exceeding three months. 
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O. Licenses granted in pUl'smmce of this Ordinance License to "I'"' 
• . ' • '. cify place of 

be SIgned bv the J ustlCe [l'l'antmo' the same, and keeping 
t! 0 is lenUl 

shall specify the place in which Petl'oleurn shall be kept 
nnder such license, and the time during which such 
license shaH be in force, 

rrhel'e may be annexed to any such license any con w 

(litions as to renewal 01' othel'wise which the Justice 
O:1(1.Y think necessary for diminishing the risk from 
explosion Ot' nre .. 

Any Licensee viohtting any condition of h1s license 
shall be de(:)med to be an unlicensed persoll, and shall be 
liable on conviction to the penalties by this Ordinance 
prescribed for offences committed by unlicensed persons, 

11, If on application for ::'t license under this Ol'dinanne IIIagisLmte to 
, • certify 

such hcense shall be refused, or If granted sha.ll be granted 0,£ refusal of license. 
on conditions with which the applicant is c1issatiBfied, lihe 
JLdice granting or refusing the same shall if required. 
by the applicant certify the grounds or conditions 
upon which he refused. the license 01' annexed con= 
ditions to the granL thereof, and shall deliver Lhe 
certificate to the applicant, who may thereupon 
within ten days but not later from the time of 
the delivery thereof to him transmit the same to the 
Governor with a memorial praying' that notwithstanding 
such refusal a license may be granted, or that such con= 
ditions may not be imposed, 01' that the Rame may be 
altered or modified in such manner anclto such extent as 
may be set forth in such memorial. 

It shaH be lawful for the Governor if he thinks fit, GOY(Jl'llOl' mlt,l' 

f 
'c1' fl' 1 1 ' . graut licellse 

H tor COnSl . eratlOl1 o· sue 1 memol'1a ane certIfIcate, to grant by 
, ,.' lIIaglsLmLc, 

the hcenGo pra.yed 1:01' mthel' absolutely 01' fJubject to such 
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conditions as he may deem fit, or to alter or modify the 
conditions imposed by the Justice; and the license so 
granted or altered and modified as the case may be when 
certified under the hand of the Governor shall be to all 
intents valid, as if granted by such Justice. 

l2. It shall be lawful for any Justice on reasonable 
cause assigned npon oath to issue a warrant under 
his hand for searchilJg' in the day time any house, 
storehouse, warehouse, shop, cellar, yard, wharf, or other 
place in which Petroleum or dangerous Petroleum is 
suspected to be kept contrary to the provisions of this 
Ol'cllnance. 

All Petroleum found to be kept contrary to this Ordi-
nance and also the vessels or receptacles hl which the 
Sml1G shall be kept shall be immediately seized by the 
seal'cher, who shall with all convenient speed after the. 
seizure remove such Petroleum and the vessels or recep-
tacles containing such Petroleum to some place appointed by 
the Governor for the storage of Petroleum and may detain 
such Petroleum and such vessels or receptacles till it 
shall be adjudged on a hearing before a Justice 
whether the same shall be forfeited; and such searcher 
or seizer shall not be liable to any action for such 
detainer or for any loss of or damage which may happen 
to s11ch Petroleum 01' vessels or receptacles other than by 
his wilful act or neglect. 

The owner. or occupier of any house, storehouse, 
warehouse, shop, cellar, yard, wharf, or other place on 
whose premises dangerous Petroleum shall be found upon 
search under this Section shall Le deemed guilty of an 
offence against the provisic1ns of Section 20 of this Ordi .. 
nancc) and shall be dealt with accordingly. 
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, Frhe Inspecliol'-General of Police 01' any person Execntion of 
\ • 'Varmnt of authorised in writing by him may at any time between Search. 

tbe hours of eight in the forenoon and six in the afternoon 
enter any place used or occupied by any Licensee 01' 

any place in which he may iutVe reasonable cause to 
suspect that dangerous Petroleum is kept contrary to this 
Oretina,nce, and he may in any such planes respectively 
examine any receptacle containing oil or other liquid 
material (capable of being used for illumination 01' com-
bustion), am1 may take a smllple not exceeding twelve fluid 
ounces from each such receptacle. 

A Licensee or snch other person whose premises may 
be searched for dangerous Pej'l'olenm. shall give the lnspec-
tor·"General 01' other person authorised by him as aforesaid 
every assistance and facility. 

If any Licensee or other person us afol'esaid sha.ll fail 
to give the Inspedol'ooG-eneral or other person authorised 
as aforesaid while acting under this Sectibn every assistance 
and facility to search, or shall in any manner obshuct the 

or other person authorised by him as 
aforesaid while acting under this Section, every such 
Liccmsee or person as aforesaid shall be guilty of an offence 

, against this Ordinance, and on conviction thereof before 
any Justice shall forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding 
Twenty Pounds, and in default of payment shall be im= 
prisoned either with or without hard labour for allY term 
not exceeding six months. 

. ,Where it appears to the Governor that any machine Goverllor may 
.r:' th f: t f f' P t I' t t I license ma-101' . e manu. ac nre o· gas rom e ,1'0 eum IS so cons ruc 'ec chines for 
tl: LI f P 1 l' ,. d manufacturing ,Jat G 1e use 0 etroeum 101' such manufacture IS unattencle gaS from Pe-

'j J • I . 1 1 1 1 l' d I' tl'Oleum. WI: 1 matel'1a 1'18 ( or Clanger anct t lEd; a lCense un er t 11S 

i 
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Ordinance in respect of such machine may be granted 
consistently with public safety, it shaH be lawful for the 
Governor if he sees fit to grant a license under his hand 
authorizing the Licensee to have and use upon the premises 
to be specified in the license for the purpose of manufac-
turing gas by such machine as aforesaid any quantity of 
Petroleum not exceeding a limit to be specified in such 
license. 

In 5. In any proceedings under this Ordinance against 
nnder Sec. 1<1 l' l' 1 S . 14 fl' quantity of fmy person lavmg a lcense unc er ectlOn 0 t llH 
l'ctrolcnm in 
machine llotto Ordinance, in computing the quantity of Petroleum which 
be computed. by such license the Licensee is authorised to have and use 

upon his premises the quantity contained in the machine 
in respect of which the license is granted shall be excluded 
from the computation. 

Provided that if. the quantity of Petroleum contained 
in any such machine exceeds the limits specified in the 
license such license shall be of no effect. 

'rime of exccn- 16. The Inspector-General of Police or any person 
tillg warrant of .• • •• • 
sBarch in authOrIsed 111 wntmg by hun whether generally or 1Tl any 
Tcganl to 
(Ihines. particular case may at any time between seven o'clock 

in the forenoon and six o'olock in the afternoon enter 
any premises in respect of which a license under Section 
14 of this Ordinance has been granted, for the purpose 
of ascertaining the dimensions of any machine in respect of 
which a lie-ense under Section 14 aforesaid has been 
granted and the quantity of Petroleum contained or capable 
of' being contained therein. 

The Licensee shall give to the Inspector-General 01' 

other person authorised by him as aforesaid every assis-
!;a.llce and facility. 
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If any person assaults or obstructs the Inspector-Gene- PenaltY,for 
. 'f' '1 h'l '1 obstructmg. 1'a1 or any perSOll authorIsed as a oreSaIC w I stm t leexecu-

tion of his or their duty under this Section, such person shan 
be guilty of an offence against this Ordinance, and on convic-
tion before 3, J:l1stice shall forfeit and pay any sum not 
exceedillg 'rwenty Pounds, and in default of payment 
shaH be imprisoned either with or without hard labour 
for any term not exceeding six months, Ol' such person 
may in the discretion of the Justice, and without the 
option of a fine, be imprisoned either with or without 
hard labour for any term not exceeding three months, 

lr7. All Rules and Regulations made by the Governor Rules under 
• . • this Ordinance 

under the authonty of thIS Orchnance shall have legal force to have the force of Law. 
and effect, in the same manner and to all intents and pur-
poses as if such Regulations had been enacted by and 
formed part of this Ordinance, 

PART II. 
DANGEROUS PETROLEUM. 

l S. It shall be lawful for the Governor by Proclamation Power of Go-
absolu tely to prohibit the importation into the Colony of 

tlOn of dan-
da119'el'OUS Petroleum from and after a date to be specified gerons Petro-
• 0 leum. 
In such Proclamation; and fro111 allc1 after such date all aUfl 
every the provisions of "The Customs Ordinance, 1880," 
relating to goods absolutely prohibited to be imported shall 
apply to dangerous Petroleum as effectually aR if such 
dangerous Petroleum were included in the Table of Pl'ohi-
bitions and Restrictions contained in Section 8 of "The 
Oustoms Ordinance, 1880." 

Provided that the Governor may from time to time by 
notice published in the Royal Gc(ze#e exempt from such 

"ii 

I 
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prohibition any products of Petroleum 01' any inHammable 
liquid not to be used for illuminating purposes which to 
him may seem fit. 

l'owel' of Go- 18. It shall be lawful for the Govel'l1ol' to make Regu-
vemol' to make, • 
Rcglllat,iolls for lations for the l)l'opel' testiylP' and exammation of all 
exanlinillg' and 0 
,testing Petro- Petroleum iml)ol'ted into this Island, and to al)l)oint lenm and to '. 

IJetent examiners of the same, and by such ile12:ulations to exnnuuers. LJ 

Pl'ohibit-ion of 
of dan-

gerous Petro· 
lenm. 

fix the fees to be paid on the testing or examination of the 
same. 

"Vhen alq fiuch appointed examiner shall certify that 
any Petroleum brought into this Island is dangerons 
Petroleum, such certificate shall be lJ1'imc2 facie 8\Tic1ence 
in all Courts of Justice that the Petroleum therein 
mentioned is dangerous within the meaning of this 
Ordinance, and in the absence of proof that such certificate 
is wrong, the cost of examining such imported Petroleum, 
and ill respect of which such certificate shall have been 
given, shall be bome by the importer thereof and may be 
recovered in any Court of competent jurisdiction by -the 
Receivero·Genend or by any person authorised by him to 
sue for the same, for the use of Her Majesty the Queen, and 
shall be applied as the Govornor may direct. 

20. From and after the 1st day of January, 18B6, it 
shall not be lawful to sell 01' keep 01' expose lor sale or 
have in possession in this Island any cbllgel'Ol1S Petroleum> 
and any person thereafter selling such Petroleum 01' 

keeping or exposing the same for sale or having the same 
in his possession shall be guilty of an offence against this 
Ordinance, anel on conviction thereof before any Justice 
shall forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding Twenty 
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Pounds, and in default of payment shall be imprisoned 
either with or without hard labour for any term not 
exceeding six months. 

PART rIf. 
PROCEDURE, &c. 

21. In any proceeding before any Justice under In proceedings 
th ' () d' 1 J "f . 1 d b h undel' this . IS r InanCe SUC 1 ustICe, 1 reqUll'ee SO to 0 Y t e Ordinance " Justice may 
person III whose posseSSlOn any Petroleum may be found, cause samj{le . to be tested. 
shall cause a sample of the same to be tested 111 manner 
prescribed by this Ordinance by some person having 
competent chemical knowledge, who shaH give evidence 
as to the result of sueh test. 

It shall be lawful for such Justice to direct payment Justice to 
f 1 f 1 b 1 h £ 1 direct payment o t Ie sum 0 One Poune to e mac e to suc person lor t Ie to be ,made to 

1 . f 1 1 ' f ,. tl exammer, ma n11g 0 suc 1 test; ane 111 case 0 conVICtIOn 1e person 
convicted shall pay the cost of such test, and in case of 
acquittal such cost shall be paid from the Public Funds 

·01' the Oolony. 

22. Any forfeiture or l)enalty for an offence under PIt' ena les 
this Ordinance may be enforced U1)011 Summary Oonviction this Ordmance 
before any Justice and according to the l)rocedure Justice may ( be enforcell 

, " ·,'b d b h 0 ,d' N 5 f 1868 't't 1 1 uponSummal'.l' ple"Cll e y tel Inance o. 0 , In 1 u ec Conyiction, 
"An Ordinance respecting the Summary Administration 
of Justice," or according to the procedure of any future 
Ordinance regulating such Summary Administration 
of Justice. 

One moiety of the forfeitme or penalty shall be paid 
into the Treasury for the use and benefit of Her Majesty 
the Queen and the other moiety to the informer. 
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Provided that if the informer Lethe servant of the 
person informed against, then and in such case the moiety 
of the forfeiture or penalty which would otherwise belong 
to such informer shalluot be paid to him but shall be paid 
into the Treasury for the use of Her Majesty the Queen. 

Any porso11 who shall contravene any 
tion or any B.egulation made under the authority of this 
Ordinance 01' who shall be guilty of any breach of the 
provisions of this Ordinance for which no penalty 
fled shall be guilty of an offence against this Ordinance 
and 011 conviction Lefore any Justice shall forfeit and pay 
any sum not exceeding Ten Pounds and in default of 
payment shall be imprisoned with or without hard labour 
for any term not exceeding 1,h1'ee monthso 

24. The Ordinances specified in the Schedule to this 
Ol'dina1Jce are hereby l'epealed to the extent mentioned in 
the tlJil'c1 column of snch Schedule. 

Provided that this repeal shan not affect the validity 
or invalidity of anything done or suffered or any right 
aecl'l1ed 01' liability incUl'red Lefort the commencement of 
this Ordinance or any proceeding pending at the com", 
meucement of this Ordinance. 

5. 'This Ordinance shall not apply to Tobago. 

Passed in Council this :It'irst day of July, in the year 
of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ninety-five, 

CHAR J. BOOKS, 
Actg. Oled,; of the Om(ncil. 
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No. of 
Ordinance. 

6 of 1872 ... 

13 of 1874 ... 

32 of 1875 ... 

13 

1895, 

THE SOHEDULE. 

Short Title. 
Extent of 

Repeal. 

An Ordinance for the prevention of danger The whole 
from Petroleum. 

An Ordinance to amend " The Petroleum The whole 
Ordinance, 1872." 

An Ordinance to amend "The Petroleum The whole. 
Ordinances, 1872. and 1874." 


