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CHAPTER 16. No.3. 

MOTOR VEHICLES AND ROAD TR.AFFIC. 

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO MOTOR VEHICLES 
AND. ROAD TRAFFIC. 

[1st January, 1935.J· 

Ordinances. 
Ch.16. No.3-

1940. 
No. 28-1944 .. 

24-1945 .. 
13-1946 .. 

" 40-1946. 
" 2-1948. 
" 33-1948 .. 
" 10-1949. 
" 37-1949. 

Commence- . 
ment. 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Motor Vehicles Short title. 

and Road Traffic Ordinance .. 

PART 1. 

GENERAL. 

2. In this Ordinance- Interpre. 
. ,tatiou. 

" agricultural tractor" means a tractor used exclu- Ord.3-1948, 

sively for agricultural purposes under the authority . s.2. 

of a licence issued by the Licensing Authority under 
. this Ordinance; 

" agricultural trailer" means a trailer used· exclu­
sively for agricultural purposes under the authority of 
a licence issued by the Licensing Authority under this 
Ordinance; 

"at night" means from half an hour after sunset 
until half an hour before sunrise; 

" Board" means the Trinidad Transport Board; 
" driver" includes any person actually driving a 

motor vehicle at any given time and any person in 
charge thereof for the purpose of driving whenever 
the same is stationary on any road; 

" freight ·passenger vehicle" means a motor vehicle 
constructed for the purpose of carrying both passengers 
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and goods and which is approved by the Licensing 
Authority as suitable for that purpose; 

"goods vehicle" means a motor vehicle which is 
used or intended to be used for, or which is so con­
structed as to show that its primary purpose is the 
carriage or haulage of goods, merchandise or other 
loads; 

"hiring car" or "taxi" means a public service 
vehicle having seating accommodation for not less 
than. six passengers and which is of a type approved 
by the Licensing Authority as suitable for the ordinary 
purposes of a taxi; 

"indivisible load" means a load which cannot 
without undue expense or risk of damage be divided 
into two or more loads for the purpose of conveyance 
on a road; 

" Inspector" means any person appointed under 
the provisions of· this Ordinance to examine motor 

. vehicles or for other purposes of this Ordinance; 
"Licensing Authority" means the aLlthority ap~ 

pointed in accordance with the provisions of section 4 
for the registration, licensing and control of motor 
vehicles;·' .. .. 

" maximum gross weight " or U M.G.W." in reference. 
to a goods vehicle means the tare together with the· 
load including the weight of the driver and loaders, 
and in rderence to a motor omnibus means the tate 
together with the weight of the driver,conductor and 
number of passengers for which the vehicle is licensed. 
For the purposes of this definition the .weight of a 
driver, loader, conductor or passenger shall be taken 
as 126 Ibs; .-

"motor cycle" means a motor vehicle with less 
than four wheels and the weight of which unladen 
does not exceed 800 lbs; . . 

"motor lorry" means a goods vehicle which is~ 
itself, constructed to carry goods, merchandise or 
other loads; 

"motor omnibus" means a public service vehicle 
_other than one licensed as a " hiring car," and includes 
a light motor omnibus having seating accommodation 
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for not more than ten passengers, an ordinary motor 
omnibus having seating accommodation for more than 
ten passengers, and a freight passenger vehicle; 

" motor vehicle" means any mechanically propelled 
vehicle intended or adapted for use on roads and 
includes a trolley vehicle, but does not include vehicles 

c;~~~i~u~t;~~;:~ce~S~~!~sfor use on rails or other ;>'/c,:;~!~"~ 
. ,i overtaking" includes passing or attempti.ng to 
pass any other vehicle proceeding in the same direction; 

. ' " owner" in the case of a motor vehicle' that is' 
registered mea,ns the person in whose name the vehicle ". -.-
is registered:j Provided that in the case of a motor 
vehicle which is the subject of a hire purchase agree-
ment it means the person in possession of the vehicle 
under that agreement: Provided further that whenever 
the registered owner d a motor vehicle is absent from 
the Colony, the !'cTSOD. in actual charge or possession 
of the vehicle in the Colony shall be deemed to be the 
owner thercof; 

"parking place" IT:.eanS a place where motor 
vehicles, or motor vehi.C!es. of any particular class or 
descrl·ptl·O-.. ". ""'-,-'T """,;-c . - . 

~~." --l.c-.I V~ w. ....... , 

" pole trailer" means a trailer so designed that an 
.indivisible load placed thereon will be supported at 
its front end -;:.y the body or chassis of the towing 
vehicle and a:: its rea' end by the body or chassis of 
the trailer; . 

"private motor car "m'cans any motor vehicle,'";' 
other than a goods vehicle thc: weight of which unladen ;.' 
exceeds 800 Ibs. and which dOes not fall within the I 

definition of a public service vehicle; 
"public service vehicle" means a motor vehicle 

used for carrying passengers for hire or reward, whether 
at separate and distinct fares l'or their respective places 
or not; . . 

"rented car" UJe~;l-nS a motor vehicle of a type 
app~oved by the +iC~!lSiDg. Authority ~nd having 
seatmg accommodauo:n roT not more than eIght persons 
including the driver, which is privately hired from the 

T.-II. 53 
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owner and which is not to be used as a public s~r';:;;e 
vehicle; 

" road" means any street, road or open Sp2,t:~ to 
which the public are granted access and any bd("E:e 
over which a road passes, and includes any pri"iai,ely 
owned street, road or open space to which the p1.o1ic 
are granted access either generally or conditionLi; y; 

" semi-trailer" means any trailer which .s so 
designed that when operated the"1orward part of its' 
body or chassis rests upon the body or chassis c)f the 
towing vehicle; 

" tare" means the actual weight of a motor vehicle 
when unladen but inclusive of the body, accumulators, 
loose tools, spare wheels and other usual equipmeIlt and 
a full supply of water and fuel used for the purposes 
of propulsion; 

( " tractor" means any motor vehicle constructed for 
the purpose of hauling trailers whether or not' it is 

- itself capable 9t ,c;ar,rying passengers or goods but does 
not ipslt),de.a,~t4&t.FY-SO constructed except when 
sucht:tt..eW-'-l~£'Y·is hauling a trailer; 

" trailer" means any vehicle which has no indepen­
dent motor power of it's ownand'i,hich is, attached to 
a tractor or other motor vehicle, but does not include 
a side-car attached to a motor cycle; 

" traffic" I'ncludes bicycles h',,'eln~ ~,,')+r';'" )fP'ioides ) "_ ....... ...,-y __ ~"-'.-''-'" .,. __ "~ '".~"" "_-_.l.. { 

tramcars, vehicles of every description, pedestrians,.' 
and all animals being ridden, 'd~civeJ,l C1: led; 

" tgI}" means the Imperial ton ·,)f 2,240 Ibs; 
" vehicle" includes tramcars" carriages, ,'wagons, 

carts, motor vehicles, bicyCles, tricycles, vaLS, hand' 
carts, sledges, trucks, barrows and another machines 
for the portage of goods or persons. 

3. (1) There shall be established a bod,y to be C8.lledthe 
Trinidad Transport Board (hereinafter referred to as t.he 
Board) consisting of the Director of 'vVorks and HyaI8.uhcs , 
as Chairman, the Commissioner of PcEce, a member of the 
Trinidad Automobile Association and seven other members 
to be appointed by the Governor after consultation with 
such representatives or bodies, representatives of the 
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following interests, as the Governor may think fit, that is 
to say, local government, commerce, industry, agriculture 
and labour. The Governor may appoint any person to 
act in the place of the' Chairman or any other member of 
the Board in the case of his absence or inability to act as 
such Chairman or other member. The Board may act by 
any five of their members and may so act notwithstanding 
any vacancy in the number of members constituting the 
'3oard. The Board shall have the power to regulate their 
r)rocedure. 

(2) The Board shall act in an advisory capacity and 
shall advise the Governor o~_.;ill matters appertaining to . 

. . road/and rCiilwayttansport a:gs:l,itraffic and in particular as " 
. to the following matters:- . 

(a) transport, rates, fares, tons, dues or other 
charges; . " \ 

(b) licence duties and fees in respect of motor and 
other vehicles; 

(c) 'customs and excise duties in respect of transport 
vehicles and fuel therefor; 

(d) the needs of areas as a whole in relation to traffic 
(including the provision of adequate suitable and' 
efficient services and the elimination of unnecessary· 
or unremunerative services) and the co-ordination of 
all forms of passenger and goods transport, including 
transport by rail and sea; '. '. 

(e) the regulation and control of traffic; 
(f)' the construction and maintenance of roads and 

the cost thereof; and 
(g) any other matter affecting traffic or transport 

that the Governor may refer to the Board. 

(3) The Board shall hear and determine any appeal 
submitted by any aggrieved person against any order or 
decision of the Licensing Authority, Dr of a Licensing 
Officer, and the Board's decision thereon shall be final and 
conclusive. 

(4) The Board shall perform such other duties as are 
assi§'ued to them by this Ordinance and the regulations 
maile hereunder or by any order of the Governor in Council. 

53 (2) 
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4. (1) The Commissioner of Police or such officer as the 
Governor may appoint, shall be the Licensing Authority 
for the registration and licensing of all motor vehicles in 
whom shall be vested the administration of this Ordinance 
and who may, subject to the approval of the Governor, 
appoint such Licensing Officers and Inspectors as may be 
necessary in certain localities for the due carrying out of 
the provisions of tI-Iis Ordinance and of the regulations 
made thereunder. ' 

(2) All such Licensing Officers and Inspectors shall be 
under the direction of the Licensing Authority. 

(3) All licences and certificates of registration shall be 
issued by such Licensing Officers on behalf of the Licensing 
Authority. ' , 

PART II. 

REGISTRATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES: 

Motorvehic!e 5. (1) The Licensing Aut,hority shall keep registers of 
registers. 

Registration 
of motor 
vehicles. 

motor vehicles in the prescribed forms and separate registers 
shall be kept by the Licensing Officer in any locality as 
directed by the Licensing Authority. 

,(2) Every Licensipg Officer shall forward to the 
Licensing Authority a copy of every entry made ill his 
local register. 

(3) The Licensing Authority· shall supply to any 
person applying for a copy of the entries relating :to any' 

,specified vehicle a copy of these entries on payment of a, ' 
prescribed fee, provided that he shows that hehas a reason-
able cause for requiring such a copy. ' 

6. (1) Save as hereinafter provided, no person shall drive, ~"­
or, being the owner, shall permit any other person to drive 
a motor vehicle on a road unless' such vehicle, 'and any 
trailer 'drawn by such vehicle, is registered under this' 
Ordinance, and has affixed thereto in the prescribed manner 
the prescribed identification mark: 

Provided that no person shall be liable to a penalty for 
a breach of this section if he proves that he has taken all 
reasonable steps to comply with its requirements, and t~at 
the vehicle is being driven 011 a road for the purpose of bemg 
registered. ' 
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(2) Application for the registration of a motor vehicg/r'" 
shall be made by the owner on the prescribed form, which'­
must be duly completed by the applicant and be accomo· 
, ~~?~:i4c: ~yt~e,p,r,:~c~~r,d, registr~t~?n"!J~ •• t,,,~o;' \: , ,.,' 
~);,!r (3r'The Licensing Officer to whom appJidation is made 
3hall, upon being satisfied that the provisions of this 
Ordinance and the Motor Vehicles Insurance (Third-party 
Risks) Ordinance and regulations respectiveJy made there­
under, have been complied with, forthwith enter particulars 
of the vehicle in the register, and shall assign to the vehicle 
a registered letter or letters and number, which shall 
become the identification mark of such vehicle. 

(4) A certified copy of the entry in the register in the 
prescribed form, shall be given tf) the owner of the vehicle, 
and such certificate of registration shall be regarded as 
prima facie evidence that the vehicle to which it refers has 
been registered. , ~ 

(5) If a motor vehicle does not bear on it an identifi­
cation mark as provided by this section, this fact shall be 
regarded as prima facie evidence that the vehicle has not 
been registered, and any constable may detain such a 
vehicle until enquiries have been made. ' 

(6) The onus of proving that a vehicle, has been 
registered rests upon the owner of the vehicle. 

(7) The owner of a motor vehicle shall notify the 
Licensing Authority of all circumstances or events which 
affect the accuracy of the entries in the register, at the 
same time forwarding his certificate of registration for 
amendment. A Licensing Officer may call upon any owner 
of a motor vehicle at any time to furnish all information 
for the verification of the entries in the register relating to 
such vehicle. 

(8) Whenever the registered owner of a motor vehicle 
is about to absent himself from the Colony leaving his 
registered vehicle in the Colony, he shall notify the Licensing 
Authority in writing of the name and address of the person 
in whose charge or possession the vehicle will be left. 

(9) No person shall be registered as the owner of a 
motor vehicle unless he is at least seventeen years of age. 
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7. (1) Before registering any motor vehicle or trailer the 
Licensing Officer shall verify all the particulars entered in 
the form of application; and may, if he deems it necessary, 
send any vehicle to be examined by an Inspector for the 
purpose of ensuring that it is of such construction and in 
such condition as may be necessary for the purpose for 
which it is sought to register the vehicle. 

(2) Before registering any goods vehicle, freight 
passenger vehicle, motor omnibus or trailer; the Licensing 
Officer shall ascertain, in the manner prescribed, the maxi­
mum gross weight or the maximum number of passengers 
which the vehicle may be authorised to carry, and such 
maximum gross weight or maximum number of passengers 
shall be. entered in the register and in the certificate of 
registration. 

(3) If any owner of a motor vehicle or trailer is 
aggrieved at any .decision of an Inspector, he shall be -
permitted to appeal to the Licensing Authority, who may 
order that the demands of the Inspector are unreasonable, 
or that such demands shall be enforced .. 

8. (1) The registration of a motor vehicle shall remain 
valid so long as the vehicle is kept in use, and shall only' 
be cancelled if the Licensing Authority is satisfied that the 
vehicle has been destroyed or rendered permanently 
unserviceable or permanently removed from the Colony; 
or if it has not been re-licensed for three consecutive years.' 

(2) The owner of any motor vehicle which has been 
destroyed or .rendered permanently -unserviceable or has 
been permanently removed from the. Colony shall notify 
the Licensing Authority of such fact within one month of 
the happening of such event. 

(3) A prosecution for an offence under subsection (2) 
hereof may be instituted at any time within two years -
from the commission of the said offence. .. 

Exemptions 9. (1) The following classes of motor vehicles shall be 
fromneedior t d f th d f . t· t' . registration. exemp e rom e nee or regIs ra lon.-

. (a) new motor vehicles in the possession of manu-
facturers or dealers in motor vehicles, but subject to 
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such provisions as to dealers' general licences as may 
appear hereinafter; 

(b) private motor cars and motor cycles brought 
into the Colony by visitors for their own use for a 
period not exceeding three months subject to such 
conditions as may be prescribed; 

(c) any motor vehicle the property of or used by the 
Governor for his official or personal duties. 
(2) No fee on registration shall be charged in respect Exemption 

f th f II . . from pay-
o e 0 owmg.- ment of regi-

(a) any motor vehicle or trailer which is the property stration fee. , 

of the Government or any City or Borough Council; 
(b) any motor vehicle specially exempted by an 

order of the Governor in Council on account of its 
being owned by a public body or of its being used for 
any charitable, philanthropic or other public purpose: 

Provided that the exemption hereby granted from pay~~""'I'b,L ~. 
ment of the registration fee in respect of a vehicle shall "\0." ,;-,,',2, 

cease whenever the condition justifying such exemption' 
ceases to apply to that ~ehicle." ' .-- ,~ _.~,-. ";, ,,' 7 E~ ~,:. '~-_':'" ,'L'- to ... --~ 

10. (1) On the change of possession of a motor vehicle Tr,,:nsfer.oi , 

th . th b d th regIstration. o eIWlse an y ea - . 
(a)' the motor vehicle shall not be used for more than ' 

seven days after such change of possession unless the. 
new owner is registered as the owner thereof; 

(b) the registered owner and the new OWller shall 
within seven days after such change of possession, 
make application in writing signed by both of them to 
the Licensing Authority giving the name and address 
of the new owner and the date of change of possession 
and such application shall be ,accompanied by the 
certificate of registration and the prescribed fee. The 
Licensing Officer shall thereupon by endorsement of' 
the certificate of registration and entry in the register 
substitute the name of the new owner forthat of the 
registered owner and shall date and initial the substi­
tution and from such date the new owner shall for all 
purposes be deemed to be the registered.owner of thp. 
motor vehicle described in the relevant entry in the 
register and in such certificate of' registration. 
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(2) In the case' of the death of the registered owner 
the legal personal representative of the deceased in the 
Colony shall. be deemed to be the owner for the purposes 
of such transfer, and in the absence of any legal personal 
representative in the Colony the person into whose posses­
sion the motor vehicle shall lawfully come shall, for the 
purposes of such transfer, be deemed to be"t1ie registered 
owner: ProvideeJ. that such personal representative or 
other person as aforesaid shall notify the Licensing Autho­
rity of the death of the registered owner within one month 
of the happening of such event. 

(3) At the discretion of the Licensing Officer a new 
certificate of registration may be issued instead of endorsing 
the original certificate. 

PART III. 

LICENSING, ,OF MOTOR VEHICLES. 

11.(1) Save as is otherwise in thisOrdinance provided, 
jf -, 

(a) the owner of any motor vehicle or trailer keeps 
\ 1m\. use or \illows to be kept for use such vehicle or 

f '. trailer without having obtained, or otherwise fails or 
\ omits to obtain, the relevant licence prescribed in,. 
'respect of that motor vehicle or trailer; or ,--- ", 

(b) any motor vehicle or trailer is used upon any 
road for a purpose which is not, authorised by the 
licence issued in respect thereof or in contravention of ' 
any provisions of this Ordinance; or ' 

(e) any goods vehicle, public service vehicle, rented 
car or trailer is used upon a road being loaded so as to 
iexceed the maximum gross weight or the number of 
passengers respeCtively covered by the licence; .",' 

the owner or the driver or other person in charge of the 
motor vehicle, as the case may be, ,who contravenes any-~,,,. 
of the provisions of the foregoing paragraphs(a), (b) and (cl 
shall be liable to a fine of forty-eight dollars. 

(2) Where the driver of any vehicle is charged With 
an offence under the last preceding subsection, it shall be 
lawful for the Magistrate, to order that a summons, be 
issued against any person alleged by the driver to be the 
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owner of the vehicle, making such alleged ovmer the co­
defendant in the case; and the Magistrate may, after 
hearing the evidence and witnesses of all parties, make 
such order in regard to the payment of any penalty and 
costs as to the Magistrate seems just. 

(3) A person shall not be convicted of an offence 
under this section if he proves that he has not had a reason­
able opportunity of obtaining a licence for the motor 
vehicle or trailer and that such was being driven for the 
purpose of obtaining a licence. 

(4) Every vehicle shall, in all proceedings under this _ 
Ordinance, be deemed to be kept for use, until the contrary 
is proved by the owner of such vehicle. ' 

(5) No motor vehicle shall be used 'as a taxi which 
is not duly licensed as such under this OrdinaLice; and if Ord.13-1946, 

the provisions of this subsection shall be contravened, the s, 2-

owner and the driver of the motor vehicle shall be guilty of 
an offence against this Ordinance: Provided that it shall 
be a defence on the part of the owner to prove that the 
contravention was without his knowledge and that he had 
taken all reasonable steps to avoid such contravention. _ 

- (6) Upon any conviction for· an offence under para-
graph (a) of subsection (1) of this section or subsection (5) _ 
the Magistrate, in addition to any other penalty which may 
be inflicted, shall order the owner of the motor vehicle or 
trailer to pay into court to the credit of the Accountant _ -
General of the Colony the amount of the relevant licence 
duty which would have been payable if such licence had 
been taken out at the proper time, and in default of payment 
of such amount, the owner shall be liable to imprisonment _ 
for three months: Provided that no such order shall be 
made if the Magistrate is satisfied that such licence duty 
has been paid subseq"lfel).t to the cpmmission of the offence. 
'1·1('. '\; .1,,,/, ,-',,0 d -::- -.' ~ . .::: '... " -' . 

llA. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in the Licensmg 

last preceding section, the Licensing Authority may, in his !~~~~'Ztt 
discretion and on payment of the appropriate fee (if any) goods 

specified in the First Schedule to this Ordinance, grant ~~~d~~rt~~e 
permission to enable a goods vehicle, agricultural trailer or conveyance 
trailer to be used for the conveyance, either generally or of persons, --

on particular journeys, of such number and classes of -
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passengers, without hire or reward, and of such number of 
other persons employed' for the purpose of loading or 
unloading the goods, merchandise or other loads carried 
on the goods vehicle, agricultural trailer or trailer as he 
may think fit, subject to such conditions as he may impose. 

(2) Whenever permission is granted under the 
authority of the last preceding subsection a permit under 
the hand of the Licensing Authority in a form to be 
determined by him and containing the conditions subject 
to which such permission has been granted shall be issued 
to the licensee of the goods vehicle, agricultural trailer or 
trailer, as the case may be. . 

(3) No such permit for the conveyance of passengers 
shall be valid for a longer period than six· months from the 
date of issue thereof and no such permit 'ftfrthe conveyance 
of persons employed to load and unload goods, merchandise 
or other loads shall be valid for a longer period than the 

. unexpired portion of the period of validity of the relevant 
licence. 

(4) The Licensing Authority may waive the pay­
ment of any fee in the case of any agricultural trailer used 
for agricultural purposes or of any vehicle licensed as a 
goods vehicle but not primarily constructed for the carriage 
or haulage of goods merchandise or other loads. 

(5) The Licensing Authority may cancel or suspend, 
any permit issued under this section if in his opinion any 
of the conditions attached to the issue of such permit have 
not been complied with by the licensee . 

. (6) The Licensing Authority may issue a duplicate 
permit on p.ayment of the appropriate fee specified in the 
First Schedule to this Ordinance in place of any permit 
proved to his satisfaction to have been lost, defaced, 
mutilated or rendered illegible .. 

12. (1) Save as hereinafter in this section provided- ~ 
(a) no motor vehicle exceeding the maximum gross I~ 

weight of ten tons; 
(b) no trailer exceeding the maximum gross weight 

of eight tons; '", __ 
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(c) no motor vehicle or trailer all the wheels of 
which are not fitted with pneumatic tyres; 

shall be used upon any road, and no licence or permit 
shall be issued in respect thereof. 

(2) The Licensing Authority may, on the recommen­
dation of the Board and with the approval of the Director 
of Works and Hydraulics, by notice published in the 
Royal Gazette authorise the use on roads, subject to such 

. restrictions and conditions and the payment of such licence 
fees as may be specified in the notice, of special types .of 
motor vehicles or trailers which are constructed for special 
purposes or do not comply with the provisions of this 
section or of regulations made under section 77 of this 
Ordinance: 

Provided that nothing contained in this subsection shall 
be deemed to prohibit any authority responsible for the 
maintenance of any road or other person from recovering 
any extraordinary expense incurred in respect of any such 
road by reason of such use. 

(3) The Director of Works and Hydraulics may 
grant a special permit to the owner of a tractor, goods 
vehicle or trailer for conveying an in:divisible load of heavy 
machinery or other articles in excess of the maximum gross 
weight of ten tons in the case of a motor vehicle and of 
eight tons in the case of a trailer, subject to such conditions . 
as may be specified in the permit and on payment of a 
special fee calculated at the rate of twelve cents per mile 
or part thereof to be travelled for each ton or part thereof 
of the gross weight to be transported in excess.of the maxi­
mum gross weight for which such tractor, goods vehicle or 
trailer is licensed. 

(4) The Director of Works and Hydraulics may 
grant a special permit to the owner of any machine used 
for industrial purposes to enable such machine to be moved 
from one place to another, subject to such conditions as 

. may be specified in the permit, and on payment of a special 
fee calculated at the rate of six cents per mile or part thereof 
to be travelled for each ton or part thereof of the gross 
weight to be transported: Provided that the Director of 
Works and Hydraulics may reduce by not more than.fifty 
per cent. the special fee payable under this subsection 

I 

I 
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when the permit is granted in respect of a machine which 
is fitted entirely with pneumatic tyres. 

(5) Notwithstanding the issue of a permit under 
subsection (3) or (4) of this section, no feeshail be payable 
in respect of road roilers, nor in respect of motor vehicles 
using only roads which are not maintained at the public 
expense, nor in any case in which the distance travelled 
along a public road does not exceed one half of a mile. 

(6) Any person to whom a permit has been granted 
under this section who fails to observe any of the conditions 
specified in such permit shall be liable to a fine of forty­
eight dollars, and, in addition, he shall be liable for any 
damages occasioned by his neglect or failure to observe 
any of such conditions. 

13. Application for the licensing of a motor vehicle or 
trailer shall be made on the prescribed: form, and subsequent 
applications for the renewal of a licence shall be made in 
person or by letter; the old licence being at the same time 
returned to the Licensing Officer. 

Conditions to • t14. (1) A Licensing Officer shall not issue a motor 
~:f~~!~~:~ce ¥ehicle or trailer licence until the motor vehicle or trailer 
issued. . has been duly registered or renew a motor vehicle or trailer 

Alterations 
in conditions 
on which 
licence is 
issued. 

licence unless he is satisfied that the motor vehicle Or trailer 
does not differ in any respect from the partiCulars in' the 
register and also that the provisions of the Motor Vehicles 
Insurance (Third-party Risks) 'Ordinance;' and of this 
Ordinance and the regulations .. respectively made there­
under, have been complied with. 

(2) The decision of the Licensmg AuthOrity as regards 
the class or type to which any vehicle conforms or under 
which it should be registered and as regards the licence' 
that may be issued in respect cif any such vehicle shall be 
conclusive. 

15. Where the holder of a motor vehicle or trailer licence 
desires to use the motor vehicle or trailer for a purpose not 
authorised by the licence, he shall apply for a new licence, 
and where after the issue of a licence, a motor vehicle or 

. trailer is 81tered so that a higher duty or a duty of a different 
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class is required, the licence shall become void, and the 
holder shall apply for a new licence. In such cases a new 
licence shall not be issued until the old licence has been 
surrendered, and there shall be deducted from the duty on 

· the new licence a sum equal to the duty which would have 
been payable on the old licence if issued on the same day 
as the new licence, provided that the minimum duty on 
the new licence shall be one dollar and twenty cents: 
Provided also that before issuing the new licence the Licen­
sing Officer shall be satisfied that the provisions of the 
Motor Vehicles Insurance (Third-party Risks) Ordinance, . 
have been complied with in respect of such new purposes. 
Where a new licence is issued in the circumstances referred 
to in this section, the Licensing Officer shall duly amend the 
register and issue a new certificate of registration. 

16. A Licensing Officer may cancel or suspend or refuse Cancellation 
or refusal of 

to issue or renew a motor vehicle or trailer licence if an licences. 

Inspector certifies in writing that the motor vehicle or 
trailer'is so constructed or is in such a condition as to be 
a source of danger to any persons travelling in the vehicle· 

· or to other users of the road, or to be injurious to the roads 
themselves, or which contravenes any provisions of this 
Ordinance or regulations made thereunder: Provided that 
any owner of a motor vehicle or trailer in respect of which 
the licence is so cancelled or suspended or for which the 
issue or renewal of the licence is refused may appeal against 
the decision of the Licensing Officer to the Licensing 

· Authority and the Licensing Authority may; if he thinks" 
fit, direct the Licensing Officer in writing to withhold,grant, 
or issue the licence applied' for. . . 

, . 
'17. On transfer of ownership of a motor vehicle or trailer, 

the Licensing Officer shall, on payment of the prescribed 
fee, duly amend the register, the certificate of registration, 
and the licence, and it shall not be necessary to issue a 

· new licence. 

Transfer of 
ol,vnership. 

':18. If a motor vehicle or trailer licence is lost, defaced, :i?uplicate 
mutilated, or rendered illegible, the Licensing Officer may !Jeences. 

iss,ue a duplicate licence on payment of the prescribed fee: 
. Provided that if any such licence be subsequently found, 

':'i, 
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Licence 
duties. 
1st Schedule. 

Exemptions. 

Ord.33-1948, 
s.5. 

Rebates. 

the holder of the duplicate licence shall forthwith deliver 
up to the Licensing Officer the duplicate licence and any 
person knowingly retaining or having in his possession 
both an original and a duplicate licence shall be guilty of 
an offence under this Ordinance. 

19. (1) Every motor vehicle and trailer licence issued 
shall be in the prescribed form, and the duties to be paid 
on such licences shall be as set out in the First Schedule 
hereto: 

Provided that if the Licensing Officer is satisfied that 
the motor vehicle or trailer had not been used on a road 
previously during the current year, theiollowing percentage 
only of the full annual duty shall be payable, where a licence 
is issued-

(a) in the second quarter of a year, eighty per cent. 
of the duty; 

(b) in the third quarter of a year, sixty per cent. 
of the duty; 

(c) in the last quarter of a year, thirty per cent. of 
the duty. 

(2) No licence duty ,shall be payable in respect of 
any vehicle which is exempt from registration or from pay­
ment of registration fee under section 9 so long as the 
condition justifying such exemption continues. 

(3) The Licensing Authority may exempt from pay" 
mant of licence fees or duties any agricultural tractor used 
solely for the purposes of cultivation excluding haulage, 
and any vehicle which, in the opinion of the Licensing 
Authority,' is so· constructed as to show that its primary. 
purpose is for use in agriculture or industry: Provided that 
any vehicle so exempted shall not be used on roads except 
within the limits of a single property and subject to such 
conditions as may' be specified in the instrument of 
exemption. . 

(4) The Ecensing Authority may in his discretion 
authorise in regard to any motor vehicle or trailer which 
has not been used for a continuous period of at least three 
months in 211V 'lear or 'which has been rendered permanently 
unserviceabli or which' has been permanently removed 
from the ColoEy,a rebate of such proportion of the licence 

.~ 
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duty paid in respect of such vehicle as he thinks fit but not 
exceeding one-twelfth of the annual licence duty for each 
complete month during which such vehicle was not in use, 
and the Accountant General shall on the certificate of the 
Licensing Authority refund to the person named in the 
certificate the amount certified for rebate. 

20. A Licensing Officer may issue to a dealer in, manu- Dealers' 

. facturer or r.epairer of, ~otor vehicles or trai~ers, who ::nakes IT~:::~ 
application In the prescnbed form, a dealers general lIcence 
which, subject to the provisions of sections 21 to 26 inclu-
sive and to any other conditions which may from time to 
time be prescribed, shall authorise the use of any number 
of motor vehicles or trailers the property of the dealer. 

. 21. A dealers' general licence in the prescribed form shall u
d 

sels o~ 
h · h f h' 1 '1 t' t ea ers aut onse t e use 0 any motor ve IC ear tra! er, ne proper y general 

of the dealer, which is being tested by the dealer, or is being licence. 

tested or used for the purpose of effecting a sale. It shall . 
not authorise the carriage of passengers or goods for fee or 
reward, or any passenger not engaged in testing the vehicle, 
or inspecting the vehicle with a view to purchase. 

. 22. Motor vehicles. arid trailers used under the authority Regist", of . 

of a dealers' general licence shall not be registered. iIi the deale~. . 

manner provided by section 6 but the Licensing Officer t~~~~es, 
shall keep a separate register in the prescribed form of all. 
such licences issued by him. 

23. (1) A Licensing Officer may at any time cancel a C~ncellatiq'; 
dealers' general licence for a breach of any of the provisions of dealers' 

of this Ordinance or of any regulations made thereuncl,er. IT~:~~:: 
(2) The Licensing Officer shall give notice of such 

cancellation to the person to whom such licence was issued, 
. and may at his discretion repay to him so much of the 
annual fee paid as is proportionate to the unexpired portiGri 

. of the year in respect of which the fee was paid .. 

(3) Any person whose licence has been "cancelled in 
accordance with the provisions of this section or to whom a 
dealers' general licence has been refused may appeal to the 
Licensing Authority against the decision of the Licensing 

, 
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Dealers' 
general 
licence not 
transferable. 

Dealer to 
accompany 
vehicle 
when used. 

Officer, and the Licensing Authority may order that the 
cancellation shall be confirmed or that the licence be 
restored to the holder. 

24. No dealers' licence shall be used for any purpose not 
provided for in this Ordinance nor shall it be transferred 
or assigned to any other person without the authority of 
the Licensing Officer. 

25. No motor vehicle or trailer shall be used on any road 
under the authority of a dealers' general"licence unless the 
holder of the licence, or a person duly authorised by him 
in writing accompanies such vehicle. 

Rec.ord of 26. (1) The holder of a dealers' generaJ licence shall keep in 
vehIcles used the prescribed form a record of every occasion on which a under . , 
authority of motor vehicle or trailer is used under the authority of such 
;:~~~:~' licence. He shall produce such !ecord for inspection when 
licence. requested by any Gazetted Police Officer or by any sub­

ordinate police officer or constable authorised in writing by 
any Gazetted Police Officer. 

Record of 
bire of rented 
cars. 
Ord.37~1949, 

s.4. 

., 
(2) The owner of a rented car shall keep in the pres­

cribed form a record of every occasion on which a rented 
car is hired out. He shall produce such record for inspection 
when requested by any Gazetted Police Officer or Licensing 
Officer or any police officer authorised in writing by any 
Gazetted Police Officer, or by any Licensing Officer. 

International 27. (1) The owner .of any motor vehicle in respect of ' 
certificates which an international certificate for a motor, vehicle has 
and tempo- ' 
rary licences been issued elsewhere, than iri the Colony in accordance 
~~1~1~~or with the provisions of any International Convention relating 

to the international circulation of motor vehicles which 
shall have been applied to the Colony, shall, whilst such 
celiificate remains valid and subject to such conditions as 
may be prescribed, be exempted from any requirement to 
register such motor vehicle, and be also exempted for 
ninety days (which need not be a consecutive period) in 
any year from any requirement to hold a licence in resRect 
of such motor vehicle. 
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(2) Where a motor vehicle is brought into the Cm-ony 
for the purpose of being used by the owner during a visit, 
and the owner of such motor vehicle does not hold an 
international certificate as aforesaid, the Licensing Auth­
ority may issue a temporary licence to use the motor 
vehicle without registration or payment of any fee for not 
more than three months and subject to such conditions as 
may be prescribed. ', .. 

(3) No motor vehicle in respect of which an inter­
.national certificate or temporary licence has been issued 
.shall be used in this Colony for hire or trade purposes nor 
.unless the owner has complied with the provisions of the 
Motor Vehicles Insurance (Third-party Risks) Ordinance. 

(4) Where a person in this Colony desires to use a 
motor vehicle in any other country which shall have 
. adhered to any International Convention as aforesaid, he 
shall apply to the Licensing Authority in the prescribed . 
manner' for an international certificate in respect of the 
motor vehicle . 

. (5) The Licensing Authority shall have power, sub­
ject . to such conditions as may from time to time. be 
prescribed, to issue international certificates. for. motor 
vehicles in accordance with any International Convention 
as· aforesaid. Before issuing the certificate. the applicant .. 
must satisfy the Licensing Authority that the motor 
vehicle complies with the requirements of the said Con" 
vention, and for such purpose the Licensing Authority may 
require an examining Inspector to examine. the motor' 
vehicle and report thereon. 

(6) The Licensing Authority shall keep a record of 
all international certificates for motor vehicles and tem­
porary licences issued by him,and of all motor vehicles 
being used in the Colony under the authority of international 
certificates issued in other countries. . 

PART IV. 

DRIVING PERMITS . 

. 28. (1) Save as in this section provided no person shall Drhing . 

drive a motor 'vehicle on a road unless he is the holder of without a 

a driving permit, and no person shall employ any person ~:.,,:~.an 
T -II. 54 

... '-~'''''' 

/ 

. i 

'.\ 
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to drive a motor vehicle on a road unless the person $0 

employed is the holder of a driving permit, and if.ilriy 
person acts in contravention of this provision, he shan be 
liable to a fine of two hundred and forty dollars: Provided 
that if the offender has been previously refused a driving • 
permit or is disqualified for holding or obt~lining a driving' 

. permit he may be arrested. forthwith without a \Varrant·· 
and he shall be liable to imprisonm'ent for six months .or 
to a fine of fourhundr~d and eighty dollars. . 

(2) ~For the purpose of learning to drive, a peison" 
(in this section referred to as a " learner") may, though ' .. ; 
he does not hold a driving permit, drive a motor vehicle on 
a road if he holds a written permission to do, so (in this 
section referred to as a " leamer's permit ") granted by the 
Licensing Officer: Provided that if a learner infringes 0:1: • 
fails to comply with any condition or restriction specified 
in the leamer's permit while learning to drive on a E8i!-g; 
he shall be liable to t~e penalty prescribed in subsecticdl;(l)~ • 
of this section as if no leamer's permit had been issue<ito .'. 
him, and the .said permit shall, on conviction, be cancelled, ." 

. . . - ", - ' 

(3) When granting a leamer's permit f.or the purpose 
mentioned in subsection (2) of this section, the Licensing' 
Officer may impose suc;.h conditions and restrictions ashe 
may' deem necessary for the safety of the public and· shall, .. 

.• without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing words,; . 
.... specify-. . '.' . 

(a) that the learIler shall driveu,pcn such road" 
and at such times as maybe mentioned in the permit~i 
and . 

(b) that the learner shall not use a taxi. or a motor 
omnibus. carrying passengers,. for fhe purpose <;rf> .. ' 
learning. to drive; and·· 

(c). tha.t when learning to drive. a motor 
(other than a motor cycle) the learner shall 
sitting next to him; for the purpose of instructing 
a person approved by the Licensing Officer and Ua.l)"'." .• ,! 

in the permit: . . 

. Provided that a learner may appeal to the Board agal:-p.st 
the refusal of a Licensing Officer to grant him a learner's 
penp.itor against .any conditiqn or restriction imposed by 
the Licensing Officer, and, on such appeal being made, the' 

• 



Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic. [Ch.16. No.3. 851 

Board may make such order as they deem just and such 
.order shall be final and conclusive. 

(4) A learner and the person accompanying him for 
the purpose of instruction, shall each be liable for any 
.offence committed against any of'Jhe provisions of this 

. ·Ordinance during the course of such instruction. 

(5) It shall be lawful for any person subject to the Ord.fO-1946 . 

. orders of the Military Authority to dI:ive a motor vehicle 
owned or hired by· the Military Authority whilst such 
vehicle is being used for military purposes so long as he is 
the holder of an identification card in a form approved by 
the Licensing Authority and signed by the COlllmand~r, 
South Caribbean Area or by a military officer authorised 
by him. in that behalf provided that such person is not 
.disqualified by law from holding a driving permit under 
this Ordinance and is on duty and is driving a vehicle of 

. ,the class specified in the identification card. 
, 

29. (1) Driving permits shall be issued· by a Licensing Issue of 

·0f!icer to appli~ants ~n accordance with the provisions of. ~~~~fs . 
• thIS Part of thls Ordmance. . 

(2) On the issue of a .. driving pennit there shall be Fees. 

payable such fee as may from time to time be prescribed. 

30. (1) A Licensing Officer iIi. his discretion may requir~ Driving 

.an applicant for a driving permit to produce a certificate tests; , . 

.of having passed a driving test signed by $uchassodation . 

. as may be approved of by the Licensing Authority. ; 
(2) Driving tests may be condllcted by such exami­

:ners as the Licensing Authority shall frorn tiIUe to time' 
.approve Or appoint for thepurpose.,__ . 

(3) The nature of the driving t;;Srshall be at the. 
,discretion of the Licensing Officer or of such .;xan;tip.er as 
,aforesaid but shall include a test of the applicant's koow­
ledge of the rules of the toad, road signals and roaq: signs: 

Provided that where the applicant' desires perntission to 
<drive an agricultural tractor only such test shall be restricted 
to the driving of an agricultural tractor and to questions 
,affecting such driving' and shall not include questions 
affecting the driving of motor vehicles generally. 

54 (2) 

• 
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Physical 
fitness. 

", (4) If the applicant requires permission to drive a 
, particular class ,of vehicle only or if the applicant is being 
,tested under the provisions of the proviso to the ne)Ct . 
. succeeding 'section, then the, examiner' shall issue a cer!ifi~ 
cate on which any appropriate restrictions are clearly set 
forth, after satisfying himself by means of such testE! as he 

, may deem suitable that the applicant is qualified to drive 
a vehicle or such particular class or of such particuJar 
construction. In such cases, the Licensing Officer shall 

, clearly set forth the restrictions on, the permit itself. " 

31. The Licensing Officer shall notiss-iIe a driving permit, 
" to any person unless he shall have personally satisfied him~ 
, self that the vision, hearing and bodily and mental ,fitness 
, of the' applicant are such as to warrant the issue of a driving 
permit and that the appli-cant is of good character: 

, Provided that if a 'permit is refused' under this section, 
other than on the grounds as to character the applicant 
may claim to be subjected to a test as to his fitness or ability 

, to drive a motor.vehicle, or a motor vehicle, of a particular 
, class or description" or a motor vehicle of a particular form 
, of construction, and if he passes such test, and is fiat other-
wise disqualified the permit shall not be refused by reason 
of the provisions of this ·section. , 

Applications ,32. Applications fat driving permitssha.ll be made to 
~~~~:ng 'the Licenl?il:igOfficer ,on such form as may from tiine to" 

. time be prescribed, and shall be signed by the applicant. ' 

, ClaSses of 
vehicles. 

", 

-.. '," - , . 

'a3.(1) A driving permit shall not be valid for driving 
, ' a ,'riIotoromnibus ulliess expressly stated therein 'bv.t 
, otherWise may be expressed, to be valid fat all cl\lSses of 

vehicles (other than a motor omnibus) or to ,b~ valid only , 
, for the class or classes of vehicles specified therein butIY,lay , 

by endorsement of the permit by a, LicensingOffi~~'tbe ' 
extended to any other class of vehicle. '.-",-

{2}' For the ~purposes of this section .motor vehicles 
"are classified as, follows ;-' 

(a) motor cycles; , 
, (b) motor omnibuses; 

(Q) goods vehicles; 

• 

-'1- ", 
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(d) agricultural tractors; 
. (e) :!TIotor vehicles other than those m classes. (a), 

(b), (c) and (d). 

Ord.33-19+8, 
s.7 • 

34. No driving permit shall be issued or endorsed as Restrictions 

valid for a public service vehicle or for a goods vehicle on cJr:lt1 . 
exceeding the maximum gross weight of five thousand six ~:::'ns or 
hundred pounds to an applicant who is under the age .of vehicles. . . 

. twenty-one years nor for any such goods v~hicle or fora Or~.~~~194S. 
public service vehicle unless the· applicant has driven a 
motor vehicle other than a motorcycle regularly during 
the preceding twelve months:·. - .. .. -. 

- . Provided that the driVing permit of an- applicant who Ord.37-19+9 •. 

}.las previously held a driving permit. endorsed as valid for. s. 5. . 

a goods vehicle or public service vehicle may, in the dis-
cretion of the Licensing Autho~ity and subject to such 
conditions or tests as he may think fit to impose, be endorsed 
as valid for a goods vehicle.:or public serVice vehicle, as the 

. case may be, notwithstanding that the applicant has not 
driven a motor vehicle other than a motor cycle regularly· 
during the preceding twelve months . 

. . ··35; Save as provided in t:he last preceding section, any Age. 

person not being under the age of seventeen years and riot _ .. 
_ being otherwise disqualified shall be qualified to obtain a . 
driving permit. . 

.36. Every person undergoing a driving test under section Driving test 
30 shall pay in respect of such test and certificate of com- fee~. .. 

petency such fee as may from . time to time be prescribed. 
The fee for .examination shall . be paid irrespective of 
what the result of the test may be .. If the examiner bea 
Government Officer, the. fee for examination· shall be 
credited to the public revenue, and if the examiner be not . 
a Govef11lIlent Officer, the fee shall be appropriated to the· 
examiner. The fee for the certificate of competency shall· 
be appropriated to the association. 

37. Driving permits shall be in such form as maybe -Xrirl1' of 

decided by the Licensing Authority and the signature or perrif 
thumb mark of· the holder shall be affixed to the permit . 

• off . 
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and in the case of permits to. drive public service vehicles 
and goods vehicles shall have attached thereto a photograph 
of the holder, such photograph being supplied in duplicat~ 
by'the applicant when applying for the permit . 

. In~eplationa1 38. (1) The holder 6f· an inter:r{ational driving permit 
~=. issued, elsewhere than in the Colony, in acco:rdance with 

. the provisions of any International Convention relating to 

\ 

· the international circulation of motor vehicles which shalll 
... have been applied to the Colony shall, whilst such permit 

remains valid,be exempted from any requirement to hold 
a driving permit under this Ordinance to drive in the Colony:. 
Provided that he shall only be entit.led to drive in the Colony 
a motor vehicle of the class for which he holds an authori­
sation . to drive in the country in which his international . 
driving pern;tit was issued. . . . 

(2) Where a per~on in the Colony desires to drive a ' 
· motor vehicle in any~ other country which shall have 
adhered to any International Convention· as aforesaid, he 

'shall apply to the Licensing Authority in the prescribed 
manner for an international driving permit. The applicant 
must comply with the requirements of the said 'Convention' 
and shall, in addition to' such other particulars as may be 
required by the Licensing Authority, satisfy the latter that 
he holds a valid driving permit issued in the Colony and 
that he is ordinarily resident in the Colony. The Licensing 
Authority shall have power to issue international driving 
Permits in accordance with any International Convention 
as aforeshldand on payment of the prescribed fee, Such 
permits shall, unless suspended by a court, remain in effect 

· for twelve months from the date of issue. 

(3) The Licensing Authority shall keep .a register of' 
all holders· in . the Colony of valid international driving. 
pernuts issued elsewhere than in the Colony,' and of all 
holders of international driving permits issu~d by him., 

. . Productio~ 
. of driving' 
p~rmit. 

39~)The driver of a motor vehicle shall oli being so re­
quired by any constable in uniform, produce his driving 
permit for examination, so as to enable such constable to 
ascertain the name and address 6f the holder of the permit, 
the date of issue, and the Licensing Officer by whom it was 

: ~'- :~ .. 
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issued, ang: if he fails so to do, he shall be liable to a fine of 
twenty-four dollars : 

"Provided that, if within forty-eight hours after the 
production of his permit was so required, the holder produces 
the permit in person at such Police Station as may be. ~ .. _ 
specified by him at the time its production was required, 
he shall not be convicted under this section. 

40. The Licensing Authority shall keep a register of all R~gister of 

driving permits issued showing the name and address of the ~~':fs. ' 
holder, the date of issue, the class of vehicle authorised and 
a record of any convictions ordered by a competent court 
to be endorsed on such permits. 

, 41. Driving permits' shall, unless previously suspended,. P~riod of 

cancelled or revoked by competent authority, expire upon 1;"e';,':f. 
the 31st of Dec~m?er next following the date of issue. , ' 

42. If a driving permit is lost, defaced, mutilated, or Re·isslle of 

rendered illegible the Licensing Authority shall issu.e a new ~:ia~~d 
permit on 'payment of the prescribed fee without further drivmg 

driving test: Provided thjlt there shall be subscribed penrut. 

thereon auy endorsements made in the register in respect 
of such driving permit. 

43. (1) On or after the expiration of a drivingperinit by Restriction~ 
effluxion of time and on application by the holder thereqf 0; the~~ue 
for the issue of a new driving permit, the Licensing Officer ~:~:rmi';­
sha~, su?ject to the. pro;risionsof sec~ion 31 and of ,this ~~~r01xpira-

, "sectIOn, Issue a new permIt to the applicant. former one. 

(2) It shall be lawful Jar the Licensing Authority to 
" refuse to issue a driving permit to an applicant who has, ' 

within the' three years preceding the" application, . been 
convicted· of manslaughter arising out of the use ,of any 
motor vehicle or of any offence under section 45'or section 
46 or of repeated offences under anyone or more of the 
other sections of this Ordinance or of the regulations made 
under this Ordinance. 

(3) Any applicant aggrieved by any aCt,order, or' 
refusal. of the Licensing Autho;rity or ofa Licensing Officer 

.. ' . 
, . 

'\ 
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• -
may appeal to the Trinidad Transport Board whose decision 
shall be final. . 

PART V. 

DRIVING AND OTHER OFFENCES AND GENERAL CONDITIONS 
RELATING TO THE USE OF ROADS . 

. Speed. 44. (1) No' person . shall drive a motor vehicle of such 
. 2nd Schedule class or description as is specified in the Second Schedule 

'.. . .. . hereto at a speed greater than the speed so specified as the 
maximum speed in relation to a vehicle of that class or 
description, on a road or any portion thereof declared by . 
the Trinidad Transport Board to be within a speed limit 

. area in the manner hereinafter proVided, or otherwise than. 
as specified in the said Schedule. ,Any person who acts in 
contravention of this subsection shall be liable to a fine of 
·one hundred and twenty dollars, and to be disqualified for 
holding or obtaining a driving permit for such period asthe 
court shall think fit.· . - . 

L ,; 

(2) A person charged under this section with the 
offence of driving a motor vehicle of such class or description 
on such a road at a speed greater than the maximum speed' 
allowed in the case of a ve.hicle of that class or description; 
shaH not be liable to be 60nvicted of the offence solely on '. 
the eVidenceof'oIie witness to the effeCt that in the opinion 
of the witness the person. charged was driving the vehicle. 
at such greater speed . 

. (3) Any person who aids, abets,. counsels, or procures 
any person who is employed by him to drive a· motor 
vehicle ona road, whether as registered owner or as the 
temporary possessor .of the use of a motor vehicle under a 
hiring agreement, to commit an offence under this section 
shall be guilty of an offence. 

(4) The Director of Works and Hydraulics may, 'by 
.. order under his hand, prohibit the driving of motorvehicles . 

generally or .of : particular classes of motor vehicles over 
any bridge at a speed greater than that specified by him 
in such order. Any such order shill be published in the 
Royal. Gazette, and the limit ,.of speed to be observed shall . 
be indicated on notice boards to be fixed at such bridge .. "''-

(5) The Governor in Council may by regula tion vary: 
amend or revoke any' of the provisions of the_§~Gond 

• . , 
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, Schedule: Provided that a regulation UIider this subsection 
,shall be of no effect unless and until it has been approved 

t>y the Legislative Council, ' 
(6) The Board may by notiCe published in the Royal 

Gazette and in one or more newspapers circulating ill the 
Colony declare any road or any portion thereof to be withill a 
speed limit area: Provided that prior to the publication 
of such notice, the limits of such area shall be designated 
by conspicuous and appropriate signs on or near the road 
both at the commencement and at the termination of such 
area. The Board may vary or revoke any such notice. 

44A. (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of the l~st Sp~ciaJ speed ' 

precedillg section, the Governor in Council may by order ~:t28 1944 
declare a road or any portion thereof to be within a special .:3. - , 

, speed limit area.' . 
.. ' . (2) The Governor in Council may by regulation fiX .' 

the maximum speed at whkhany motor vehic.lemay be 
. driven on a road or any portion thereof included within 
, a special speed limit area and such regulation may specify 
different maxiII\um speeds for different sections of such 
road or portion of road: Provided that a regulation made 
under this subsection shall M of no effect unless' anduntiI 
approved by the Legislative Council. 

. (3) Whenever a regulation made. under subsection 
(2) of this section is in force, it shall be the duty .of the 
Director of Works and Hydraulics to ereCt or cause to be 
erected road signs indicating the sections of road,' and the 

. maximum speed fixed in' relation thereto, mentioned in 
such regulation. . . 
. (4) Whenever any racid or any portion thereof has 
been included in a special speed limit area, such road or _ 

,portion thereof. shall not be declared by the. Board under 
the provisions of subs<:ction (6) of the lastprecedillg section 
to be withill a speed limit area, and if already so declared; . 
such road or portion thereof shall cease to be included in 
<to speed limit area and shall be governed by the provisions 

_ . . of this section. ' 

. (5) No person shall drive a motor vehicle on a 
road or any portion thereof which is.withill a special speed' 
limit area at· a speed greater than that fixed by regulation 

, ,~ . 

.. '\- : 
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made under ,subsection (2) of this section. Any person 
who acts in contravention of this subsection shall be liable 
to a fine of oI).e hundred and twenty dollars, and to be 
disqualified from holding or obtaining a driving permit for' 
such period as the court shall think fit: Provided that it 
shall be a good defence for any person charged With having, 
contravened this subsection to prove that at the time of 
the alleged contravention there was no road sign erected 
as specified in subsection (3) of this sectiQn. . ' 

, (6) Any person who removes, damages, alters or 
in any way interferes with a road sign erected by the 
Director of Works and Hydraulics in compliance with.· 
sllbsection (3) of this section, shall be .liable toa fine of one 
'hundred and twenty dollars or to imprisonment for three 
months. 

Driving , 45. (1) Any person who, whendrivirrg or attempting to, 
,~:n6~~[ drive, or when in ch~ge of a motor vehicle on a road, is 

liquor. under theinfiuence of drink or a drug to suchan extent as 
to be incapable of having proper control of the vehicle, 
shall be liable to a fine of two hundred arid forty dollars or 
to imprisonment for six months' or to bot'h such fine and 
imprisonment; and in the case of a second or subsequent 
conviction either to a, fine of four hundred and eighty , 
dollars or to imprisonment for twelve months or to both ' 
such fine and imprisonment. 

J:?i"qualifica. (2) A person ,convicted of an offence' under, this' 
_:nv!~'::pon section shall, withou~ prejud~ce to .the :powerQf ,the C?urt 
"conviction. to order a longerpenod of dlsqualificatIOn, be disqualified 

, for a period 6f twelve months from the date of the conviction 
for holding or obtaining a driving permit, and on a second 
conviction for a like offence he shall be permanently@;-' 

,qualified for holding or obtaining a driving permit. ' 

Reckless 
driving. ' 

(3) Any cOllstable may arrest without a w~antan'y 
person committing an offence under 1his sect~on.' ,'-' " 

46. (1) Any persoll who drives a motor vehicle on a road, 
recklessly, or at a speed or in a manner which is dangerous 
to, the public, having 'regard to all the circumstances of 
the case, including the nature, condition and use of the 

, road, and the amount of traffic w¥ch is actually ,at the, 

. .; 11'. " 
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time, or which might reasonably be expected to be on the 
road, shall be liable to a fine of two hundred and forty 
dollars or to imprisonment for six months, or to both such 
fine and imprisonment and in the case of a _ second or 
subsequent conviction either to a fine of four hundred and 
eighty dollars or to imprisonment as aforesaid or to both 
such fine and imprisonment. 

(2) A person convicted of -an offence under this 1?isqu~ca­
section shall, without prejudice to the power of the court :'~;~pon 

_ to order a longer period of disqualification, be disqualified conviction. -­
for a period of six months from the date of the conviction -
for holding or obtaining a driving'permit, and on a third. ' 
conviction for a like offence he shall bepermanentIy 

-disqualified for holding or obtaining a driving permit. 

(3) Any constable may arrest without warrant the 
driver of any motor vehicle who commits an offence under 
this section within his view, if he refuses to give his name 
and address, or if the constable has reason to believe that 
the name or address so given is false', or if the mptor vehicle' 
does not bear an identification plate. . 

47. If any person drives aru.otorvehicle on a road with-G,,:re,less 
out due care and attention or without reasonable con- drivmg. 

sideration for other persons using the road he shall be liable . 
to a fine of one hundred arid twenty dollars and to be _ -
disqualified for holding or' obtaining a driving permitfo17 

such period as the court shall think fit: Provided that on 
a second or subsequent conviction for a like offence the 
period of disqualification shall be not less than one lllOnth, 

48. Where a person is prosecuted for an offence under War~,g to .. 
any of the preceding sections relating respectively to. the J:.~~: of 
maximum speed at which motor vehicles may be driven, prosecution. 
to reckless or dangerous driving, and to care1essdriving. . 
he shall not be convicted unless either-

(a) he was warned on the day. the offence was • 
committed that the question of prosecuting him for 
an offence under' some one or other of the sections 
aforesaid would be taken into consideration; or-

(b) within fourteen days of the commission of the 

.. 
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offence a summons for the offence was served on him; 
or, , 

(c) within the saidfcmrteen days a notice' of the 
, intended prosecution specifying the nature of the 
, alleged offence and the time and place where it is 
alleged to have been committed was served on orsent 
by registered post to him or to,the person registered 
as the owner of the vehicle at the time of the com-
mission of the' offence: ' , " ' ,,' 

Provided that failure to comply ~ith this requirem~nt 
shall not be a bar to the conviction of the accused in any: 
case where the court is satisfied that-, ' . ' 

(i) neither the name and address of the accused nor. 
, the name and address of the registered owner of the 
vehicle could with, reasonable diligence have been 
ascertained in time for a summons to be served or for 
a notice to be served or sent as aforesaid; or ' 

" (ii) the accused ,pyhis own conduct contributed to 
the failure: ' ' ' ,. ' , 

Provided 'further that the requirement of this section 
shall in every case be deemed to have been complied with 
unless and until the contraryisproved. ' 

, , 

Taking' 49. (1) If any person uses a vehicle without the consent ," ~~~:t of the owner or other lawful authority, he shall be guilty , 
consent of of an offence: " , ' , 
·oWner. .. . .. 

. Ord.33-1948, Provided that a person shall not be convicted Under this. 
5. 10. section if he proves either- , '" ' ' ,," 

, " '~ .. --

'.; 
'(a) that he had good reason to believe, and did iI).. 

fact believe, that the owner of the vehicle would, had 
he been present, have consented to the vehicle 'being 
used in the manner in which it was used; "or' ,,'.','., 
(b) that he had reasonable cause to believe and did 

in fact believe, that he had lawful authority to',use' 
the vehicle.' , . , 

(2)" If any person is convicted under thi~ section, the, 
Magistrate may~ if he thinks fit, either in, addition to or 
without inflicting any punishment, order that the person 
convicted do pay to the owner of the vehicle either OT both 
qf the folloWing sums, namely- .. 

, (a) such sum as, in the opinion of the Magistrate, 

.' 
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would have been charged if the vehicle had been hired 
by the person convicted; . 

(b) such sum as, in the opinion of the Magistrate, 
represents fair compensation for any damage done to 
and for the use of the vehicle. 
. (3) If on the trial of any indictment for stealing a. 

J vehicle the jury are of opinion that the defendant was not 
guilty of stealing the vehicle but was guilty of an offEmce. 

• under this section, the jury may find him guilty of an offence' 
under this section and thereupon he shall be liable to be 

· punished accordingly. 
. (4) Any constable may arrest without a warrant any 

· person' suspected by him of having committed an offence 
under this section. 

50. Any person who, without the knowledge or permissionI,:terfering . 
of the owner, gets on to or attempts to manipulate any of ~t!c~otor 
the levers, the starter, brakes, or machinery of a motor 

. vehicle, or in any way interferes with or damages a motor 
. vehicle while the vehicle is on a road or parking place shall 

beguilty of an offence: Provided that a person shall.not . 
· be convicted under this seqtion when such motor .vehicle 
is obstrllcting his own or another motor vehicle. 

si. (1) It shall not be lawfu1f~rmore than one person to Restrictiol)S 
be carried on a road on a bicycle not propelled by mechanical b~J';r~~~~d . 

· power unless it is constructed for the carriage of more than on bicycles. , 
one person. 

. . (2) If any person is carried .on· such a bicycle in 
contravention of this'section, each of the persons carried 
shall be liable in the case of a first conviction to a fine of 

. twenty-four dollars and in the case of a second or subsequent 
conviction to a fine of for(y-eight dollars. . .' 

' ........ ' (3) In this section references to a person carried on 
a bicycle shall include reference to a person riding'a bicycle . 

. . ' ",' " .. . . - , .. 
·52. (1) It shall not be lawful for more than two persons !:'~i~i!~:­

.to ride abreast on a road either'upon Il].otor cycles,or riding _ 
bicyCles not propelled by mechanical power, provided that ~~r~f~~~i . 
a person shall not be convicted under this section in respect to other 

. movmg 
vehiCles . 

• 
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. . ' of the overtaking. of two persons so riding and in the absence . 
of other traffic on the road at the point of overtaking. 

(2) It shall not be lawful fQr any person while riding 
a motor cycle, or a bicycle not propelled by mechanical 
power, on a road-

(a) to hold on to any other moving vehicle; or 
(b) to ride such motor cycle or bicycle without at 

least one hand being on the handle bars of such motor 
cycle or bicycle. 

(3) It shall not be lawful for more than one person 
in addition to the driver to be carried on any two-wheeled 
motor cycle, nor shall it be lawful for any such one person 
to be so carried otherwise than sitting astride the motor 
cycle and on a proper seat securely fixed to the motor cycle 
behind the driver's seat. 

(4) If any pezson contravenes the provisions of this 
section he shalLbe liable in the case of a first conviction to 
a fine of ten dolJarsand in the case of a second or subsequent 
conviction to a: fiueof twenty-four dollars. ". 

Duty to stop, 53. (1) Where, owing to the presence of a vehicle on a 

r.;~;::'! ~:.~ road, an accident occu~s whereby injury or .damage . is 
.. d accident. caused to any person, alllmal or property, the 'dnver of such 

vi:)hicle shall immediately stop, and~ .. 
. (a) if any person "has been injured in the accident; 
the driver shall render such person aid, and if the person 
wishes to betaken to hospital or to a doctor, .or is 
unconscious, . convey or cause to be' conveyed the 
injured person without delay to the nearesthospit~ 
orto a doctor; .:,~. 

. (b) if requested by the injured person or by the 
owner of the damaged property or some person on such 
owner's behalf, the driver shall givehisnatne and 
address and particulars of his dl'iving permit and the 
name and address of the owner of the. vehicle; .......:...' 

. (c) .unless a report is made by the driver at thetime '. 
and place of the accident to a member of the Police' .' 

. Force, the person riding in, driving orin charge of the' 
·vehide shall proceed with all proper despatch to the, 
'. nearest Police Station or police constable in' tmifoi'm. 

' .. 
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and shall report the accident, and shall give his name 
and address and the name and address of the owner 
of the vehicle and the names of any persons in the 
. vehicle at the time of the accident. 

(2) Any person who fails to comply with or other­
wise contravenes the provisions of this section shall be 
· guilty of an offence. 

PART VI. 

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS, SUSPENSION, CANCELLATION AND 
. ENDORSEMENT OF DRIVING PERMITS. 

54. Upon the trial of a person who is indicted for man- Power to 
slaughter in connection with the driving of a motor vehicle~~~~~~: 
by him, it shall belawful for the jury, if they are satisfied da.~erous 
that he is guilty of an offence under section 46, to findhim :~~;;::an­
guilty of that offence, whether or not the requirements of slaughter. 
section 48 have been satisfied as respects that offence. 

0,-.-:-,,-

55; Where a person is charged stlmm~rily before a Pow~r to 
· Magistrate with an offence under section 45 or section 46 ~f::i;df::,n 
:and the Magistrate is of the opinion that ·the offence is not ca~eless 

.. proved, then, at any. time du.ring th~ hearing o~ in;med~ately ~=~f . 

. thereafter, the MagIstrate may, WIthout prejUdICe to any charges . 
.other powers possessed by him, direct or allow a cliarge for~~~~ s.45 or 
:an offence under section 47 to. be preferred. forthwith; . 
against the defendant and may thereupon proceed with 
that charge so however that the defendant or his solicitor 

.. or c;ounsel shall be informed of the~new charge and be given . 
an opportunity whether by way ()f--cr,Q~s-examining any 

'. 'witness whose evidence has already been gIYen, against the 
. "."<;lefenda~t orotherwis.e, of ans,,:,"ering the new ~T~ an.d 

theMagIstrate shall, If he consIders that thedefendant.~s 
prejudiced inhis defence by reason of the new charge being 
preferred, ",djourn the hearing. '. 

56.'(1) The court before which a person is co~victed Qf~::;niof' 
:any offence in connection with the driving of a motororde~ diS-. 

yehicle may, in addition to any other penalty provided for fr~~ifiCatiOn 
such .offence, order that the offender be disqualified for a obtaining a 
.stated period or permanently fo:r obtaining a driving permit ~:~:~ and 

· .either generally or limited to the driving .of a motor vehicle to endorse· 
'_ _ . - '. and cance! 

. p.ermits. 

, _'co, 
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of any particular class or description, and if the offender 
holds a driving permit the court shall endorse upo"n the 
permit particulars of the conviction and penalty, and when 
an order of disqualification is made such permit shall be 
forfeited and returned to the Licensing Authority.' . 

~ Power of (2) A person who by virtue ofa conviction or order-
~~!.~v~odis_ under this Ordinance is disqualified for holding or obtaining 
qualification. a licence, may, at any time after the expiration of six months 

from the date of the conviction or order, and from time to 
time apply to the court before which he was convicted or 
by which the cirder was made to remove the disqualification, 
and on any such application the court may, asitthinksproper, . 
having regard to the cha:r:acter of the person disqualified 
and his conduct subsequent to the conviction or order, the-­
nature of the offence, and any other circumstances of the 
case, either by order remove the . disqualification as from 
such date as may be specified in the order or refuse the 

Right of 
appeal. , 

application: . 
" Provided that, where ~m application under this subsection 

is refused, a further application thereunder shall not be 
entertained if made within six months after the date of 
the refusal.. 

If the court order:s a disqualification to be removed,the 
· court shall cause particulars of the order to be endorsed 'on 

the·licence,if any, previously heM by the applicant and the . 
. ' court shall in aliycase have power to order the applicant 
· to pay the whole or any part of the costs of the application .. 

57. A person who by virtue of an order of a court under' '.' . 
· the preceding section is disqualified fotholding or obtaining 
· a driving permit may appeal against the order in the same 
· manner as against a conviction, and the C()urt may, if' it 
thinks fit, pending the appeal, suspend the' operation of" 
the order. 

Prod~~tion 58. Every person who is convicted before any courfof '" 
.. ~~r:.~'f! . an offence in connection with the drivip.g of a motoivehide,' ,_ 

endorsement. shall; if l].e holds. a driving permit, produce such permit ' 
'" within such time as the court may direct for the purpose 

.of endorsement thereon of particulars" of. such con:v4;,tjon, 
and if he is not then the holder of a driving permit,but 
subsequently within six m,mthsof such 'conviction obtains 

o· 

. ' .. ~ 
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a permit, shall within five days after so obtaining the permit 
produce it to the court for the purpose of endorsement. 

59. A court which suspends or cancels a driving permit, Custody of .. 

! or declares a person disqualified for obtaining a driving permitdw~le 
permit shall forthwith send to the Licensing Authority ~:Fc~e~. or 

\ every suspended or cancelled driving permit. At the . 
expiration of the period of suspension, the Licensing 
Authority shall return the permit to the owner on demand: 

Provided that where the disqualification to which a 
person has become subject is limited to the driving of a 
motor vehicle of a particUlar class or description the 
Licensing Authority shall forthwith after the receipt of the 
driving permit indicate on the permit in the usual manner 
the class or description of vehicle which the holder of the 
permit is not thereby authorised to drive, and the permit 
shall then be returned to the holder. At the expiration 
of the period of disqualification, the holder shall again 
forward the permit to the Licensing Authority, who shall' 
thereupon indicate on the permit that the restriction 
imposed during the period of disql;lalification has been 
removed. 

60. A driving permit suspended by a court shall, during Suspended 
the period of suspension, be of no effect, and a person whose P:rmitJo~e 
permit is suspended, or who is declared by the court to be 0 no e e~: . 

disqualified for obtaining a permit, shall during the period . 
of such suspension or disqualification, be disqualified fcrr 
obtaining a driving permit. .. . 

61. (1) If and when any person is charged with inan- Temporary 
slaughter arising out of the use of any motor vehicle or with sllspen,":on 

contravening tb,e provisions of section 45 or section 46 it ~!E;:~e­
shall be lawful for the Licensing Authority to order the termination 
suspension of the driving permit of the person so charged, of charges . 

. pending the determination of the charge. 

(2) Any such permit so suspended shall on demand 
by any constable be surrendered to such constable who 
shall forthwith forward the same to the Clerk of the court 
before which the person so charged is to appear. 
L-~ ~ 

• 
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Fraudulent 
"'pplication 
-for driving 
:permit. 

Particulars 
of endorse­
ment to be 
copied on 
new permit. 

62. If any person who under the provisions of this Part 
of this Ordinance is disqualified for holding or obtaining 
a driving permit applies for or obtains a permit while he 
is so disqualified, orif any person while he is so disqualified 

. drives a motor vehicle or, if the disqualification is limited 
to the driving of a motor vehicle of a particular class or 
description, a motor vehiCle· of that class or description 
on a road, or if any person who has been refused a permit 
applies for or obtains a permit without disclosing such 
refusal, he shall be liable to a fine of two hundred and forty 
dollars or to imprisonment for six mqnths, or to both such 
fine and imprisonment. -

63. On the issue of a new driving permit to any person, 
the particulars endorsed on any previous permit held by 
him shall be copied on to the new permit, unless he has 
previously become entitled under the provisions of section 
65 of this Ordinance tQ have a permit issued to him free 
from endorsement. . 

~on- 64. If any person whose driving permit has been ordered 
:"J~~~~::e~~. to be endorsed, and whoJ;tas not previously become entitled 

. under the provisions of section 6,5 to have a permit issued 
to him free from endorsement applies for or obtains a 
perlllit without giving particulars of the order,he shall be' 
guilty of an offence, and any perlllitso obtain.ed shall be, 
of no effect . 

. I-ssu~.of new 65. Where a person in respect of whom an order has been 
K.~,,:,t free made. under this Part of this Ordinance requiring' the . 
eitdorsement. endorsement of any driving permit held by hilll, has dilfi:rIg 

a continuous period of three years or upwards since the 
. order was made had no such order maq:e against him, he shall­
be entitled, on application and subject to 'payment of the 
prescribed fee and to the surrender of any subs~sting permit, 
at any time, to have issued to him a new permit free from 
endorsement: < • 

Provided that, in reckoning the said period of three <. 

years, any period during which the person was by virtue of . 
the order disqualified for holding or obtaining a permit -
shall be excluded. 

• 



Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic. [Ch.16. No.3. 867 

PART VII. 

• GENERAL. 

66. (1) The fees and duties specified in the First Schedule Fees and 
hereto shall be payable to the Licensing Authority in duties. ' 
respect of the several matters to which they are applicable. 1st Schedule. 

(2) All fees and duties received by the Licensing 
Authority shall be paid to the Accountant General on 
account of the general revenue of the Colony. ' 

(3) Such percentage or proportion of the . annual 
licence duties in respect of motor vehicles collected under 
this Ordinance by the Licensing Authority which are paid 
by the owners of motor vehicles who are resident within 
any City or Municipality shall be paid to the Council of 
such City or Municipality by the Accountant General. as 
may be directed by the Governor in Council. . 

(4) The Governor in Council may by regulation 
amend, vary, suspend or revoke the provisions of the First 
Schedule hereto: Provided that a regulation made under 
this subsection shall be of no effect unless and until approved 
by the Legislative CounciL 

·67. Whoever fraudulently' imitates, alters, mutilates, ~Fr;;tud~ent 
destroys, or uses, or fraudulently lends or allow-sto be used :,::a!on, 
by any other person any identification mark, motor vehicle doc~men~. 
licence, certificate of registration, or driving permit issued, . .• 
or deemed to have been issued under this Ordinance shall 
be liable to a fine of two· hundred and forty dollars or to' 
imprisonment for six months, or to both such ·fine and 

. imprisonment. JF / j ,F ~ . If?? '~7-
. ~t:; ;;, -' +'k ". 0,";(>0 C _c"'."'''''. .d· .> 0) . . """""'~ _ g~~u:..--,,-:..- !.t - . Ir, ; 

.R.::. .J. _ f _" f;. ,r •. ' . - . 

(68;/(1) Any person who by any act or ormssron contra- Offenyesand 
v~1fes or fails to comply with the provisions of this Ordin~ce general 
shall, unless otherwise specifically provided, be liable to a penalty. . 
fine of two hundred and forty dollars or to imprisonment 
for six months. 

· . "42~. . . person who ~bYnY act or omisJi'un co~-
· trav.en~s o· fails to comp'ly !h. the provis~s. 0.'1 Jl1Y 

regulatro s m<l;de under thIS r~nan~e shall ~ liablr~ a . 
· fine of;1orty-e1ght dollars 0 . to Impnsonment for twenty-

(mea:ays. . . ' 
55 (2) 

• 
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Liability at 
Common 
Law, 

(3) The driver of a motor vehicle who stands for 
hire at any road or place not appointed under this 
Ordinance for'the purpose, or who contravenes or fails to 
comply with any order made under this Ordinance, shall 
be guilty of an offence under this Ordinance, 

(4) Unless otherwise expressly provided, all offences 
under this Ordinance may be prosecuted,. ~d all penalties 
incurred may be imposed or recovered, in the manner 
provided by the Summary Courts Ordinance, . 

69. Nothing in this Ordinance shall affect any liability 
of the driver or owner of a motor vehicle by virtue of any 
Ordinance or at Common Law, 

~efusing to 70. (1) If the driver or conductor of any motor vehicle 
gIVe name or , if d hi 0 d' . 
address or who commIts an 0 ence un er t s r mance or any 
giving false regulations made thereunder, refuses to give his name and 
~~::s':. address or gives a false name or address he shall be guilty 

of an offellce; and it shall be the duty of the owner of the 
motor vehicle if required to give any information which it 
is within his power to give and which may lead to the 

Giving false' 
information. 

. identification and appJ;ehension of the driver or conductor, 
and if the owner fails to do so within four days of his being 
notified of such request he shall be guilty of an offence, 

(2) Any constable may arrest without a warrant the 
driver or conductor of any motor vehicle who within view 
commits anyoifence under this Ordinance or under the 
regulations unless the driver or conductor either gives his 
name and address or produces his permit for exaniination. 

71. If any person in or in connection with an applic9-tion 
for a motor vehicle licence or the registration ofa motor 
veHicle, or a driving permit or the endorsement of such 
a permit, or any change or correction in a motor vehicle 
licence or the registration of a motor vehicle or in giving 
any information lawfully demanded or required under this 
Ordinance or any regulation made thereunder makes any 
statement which to his knowledge is false, or in any material 
respect misleading, he shall be liable to a fine of two hundred 
and forty dollars, or to imprisonment for six months, or 
to both such fine and imprisonment, 
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72. Any authority or person having power to issue any Duplicate 
certiftcate. or ~cence under this ?rdinance. shall, on proofJp=~' and . 
to his satIsfactIOn that such certIficate or licence has been eertiftcateS. 
lost or destroyed, and on payment of the prescribed fee, 
issue a duplicate of the certificate or licence to the person 
entitled thereto. 

73. (1) (a) If any motor vehicle is used which does not Liability of 

comply with or contrave~es any provision of this ~~~:. ~d 
Ordmance or of any regulatIOn, or of any order lawfully charge of 

made under this Ordinance or any regulation; or ~::::;:s~or 
. (b) if any motor vehicle is used in such a state or 

condition or in such a manner as to contravene any 
such provision; or 

(cl if anything is done or omitted in connection 
with. ~ motor vehicle in contravention of any such 
prOVISIOn; 

then, unless otherwise expressly provided by this Ordinance, 
the driver or person in charge of the motor vehicle at the 
time of the offence shall be guilty of an offence unless the 
offence was not due to any act, omission, neglect, or default 
on his part. 

(2) Any person authorised in writing by the Licens­
ing Authority may, at all reasonable· times, enter any. 
premises· for the purpose of ascertaining whether any 
vehicle is kept on such premises contrary to the provisions 
of this Ordinance, and for the purpose of inspecting any . 
vehicle on such premises. 

74. (1) The driver or other person in charge of a motor Powerto 

vehicle or trailer licensed according to its maximum gross :qf;e 
weight may on demand by any person authorised inwriting ,:ehicIes .. 
by the Licensing Authority, or bya constable, be required ~~::~~g to 
to satisfy such person or constable that the load which is M.~.W.to be 
being carried on such motor vehicle or frailer, does not WeIghed .. , 
contravene the provisions of the licence or this Ordinance 
or any regulations made thereunder, and may be required 
by such person or constable to drive him with such vehicle 
or trailer to the nearest weighhridge for the purpose of 
weighing such load. 

'. '--: 
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Recovery of 
. damage to 
road or 
bridge. 

(2) Any person who fails or omits to comply with a 
request to proceed to the nearest weighbridge as aforesaid 
shall be guilty of an offence and may be arrested forthwith 
without a warrant and he shall be liable to a fine of forty­
eight dollars. The vehicle or trailer may be detained at 
the expense and risk of the oWner and taken to a place for 
safe keeping until such request is complied with, and any 
excess load found on weighing shall first be removed before 
the vehicle or trailer is permitted to proceed on its journey. 

(3) It shall be lawful for the Licensing Authority, or 
any person authorised by the Licensing Authority, before 
granting a licence (including a renewal) in respect of a 
motor vehicle or trailer to require such motor vehicle or 
trailer to be weighed by and at the expense of the owner 
in the presence of a person authorised by the Licensing 
Authority .. 

75. (1) If by reasoll of an offence against this Ordinance 
any injury is caused to any road, or bridge, the authority 
responsible for the repair of the road or bridge may cause 
such injury to be made good, and may, either before or 
after the injury is made good, recover the estimated or 
actual cost thereof from the owner of the motor vehicle 
by the use of which the offence was committed. 

(2) A certificate under the hand of the Directorbf 
Works and Hydraulics,or any personautho;rised by him 
in that behalf, of the amount of the cost of making good such 
injury, shall, without proof of signature, be prima facie. 
evidence of the amount payable by the owner of the 
vehicle. . 

Certificate as 76. If in any proceedings under this Ordinance any 
. ~o d~~g~b~O question arises whether a motor vehicle does or does not 
; :vi':t!~~. e comply with any provision of this Ordinance or any regu~ 

lation made thereunder the certificate of any person 
appointed by. the Governor by notice in the Royal Gazette 
to act as an Inspector for the purposes of this Ordinance 
that he has examined the vehicle and as to the result of his . 
examination shall be admissible in evidence and shall be 
sufficient prima facie ~vidence of any fact or opinion stated 
therein relating to the matter in question, and the court 
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shall not permit the officer to be called for cross-examination 
on the certificate unless contrary evidence is given which 
appears to the court to be credible, or unless for any reason 
the court considers cross-examination to be necessary in 
the interests of justice. 

77. (1) The Governor in Council may make regulations RegulatioIJS.c 

in respect of all or any of the following matters, that is to 
say-

(a) anything which by this Ordinance mayor is to 
be prescribed; 

(b) the forms to be used under this Ordinance; 
(e) the construction, fittings, dimensions and design 

of any motor vehicle; 
(d) the character and nature of horns or other 

instruments capable of giving audible and sufficient 
warning of motor and other vehicles and regulating 
their use; . 

(e) the number, position and king of lights· and 
reflectors to be· carried on motor and other vehicles 
and the times during which they are to be exhibited; 

IJ) the duties and pow~;rs of Inspectors in regard to 
the inspection of motor and other vehicles; 

(g) the inspection of motor and other vehicles and 
the times, places and manner of such inspection; 

(h) the form of identification marks to be fixed on 
motor vehicles and trailers in respect of registration 
and licensing and the sizes and colour of the letters 
of and the manner of displaying such marks; 

(t) the classification of roads and the prohibition or 
. restriction of the use of any classified roads by vehicles 
of any specified class or description; 

(j) the precedence of vehicles and pedestrians respec­
tively at and in the vicinity of crossings and the . 
erection of traffic signals and other notices; 

(k) the driving of any vehicle on any specified road 
otherwise than in a specified direction; 

(0 the appointment of parking places and regulating . 
. the use of such parking places including the imposition 
of charges in· respect thereof; 
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(m) the issue .of licences ta drivers .of taxis by the 
Licensing Autharity and the conditians ta be .observed 
by the halders .of such licences; 

(n) the badges and unifarms to be warn by drivers 
and canductars .of public service vehicles and the 
canduct .of drivers, canductars and passengers; 

(0) the preventian .of indecent or immoral beha­
viaur in taxis; 

(P) passenger fares and talls in respect .of public 
serviCe vehicles; 

(q) the maximum haurs of emplayment of persans 
as drivers .of gaads vehicles; 

(r) as regards mot .or amnibuses-
(i) restricting the use of matar omnibuses 

using specified rautes; 
(ii) regulating and restricting the number .of 

matar omnibuses using specified routes; 
(iii) the time tables to be observed by drivers 

.of motor omnibuses; . 
(iv) the issue of. permits by the Licensing 

Authority and conditions of issue of such permits 
and conditions. to be observed by the holders ·of 
such permits in respect of specified rouh)s; 

(v) the taking up and setting down of pas- .. 
sengers; 

(vi) the carriage of goads or luggage; . 
(vii) the maximmn hours of employment of. 

drivers and conductors; 
(viii) the. isslle, cancellation and suspension. of 

licences of conductors;· . 
(ix) returns to be rendered by the owners of 

motor omnibuses showing the number and nature. 
of journeys completed, the mileage covered, .the 
times taken, the passengers carried . and. the 
operating costs; . 

(x) granting limited or exclusive concessions to 
operate motor omnibuses and the conditions. 
under which such concessions may be granted; 

(s) generally, for the better carrying out of the 
provisions of this Ordinance and in particular for the 
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safety, control and regulation of traffic and the use of 
vehicles or any class of vehicles on any road and the 
conditions under which they may be used. 

873 

(2) Regulations made under this Ordinance shall Approval of 

h f :ff '1 h h b d b' regulatIons. ave no orce or e ect unh t ey ave een approve y 0 d 13-1946 
the Legislative Council. rs.'4. ' 

,//(, ' .~~. . /i~,I .:? 
,'--. ";'J.t-;'··,;··· l . -

.~.-. . . .' Li 

,78. (1) The Commissioner of Police or the senior officer Special 

?f Police stationed in any district may by n~tice published :!;l~~:~de 
III the Royeil Gqzette make orders as to the line to be kept by Police. 

by persons driving or riding any vehicle or animal on any 
.road and as to the manner in which vehicles of any 
description shall be drawn up while waiting on any road 
and as to the route to be observed by all vehicles, horses, 
and persons, and for preventing obstructions on any road, 
in any case where such road is liable to be thronged or 
obstructed; and also may give directions to constables for 
the purpose of regulating traffic in the neighbourhood of 
courts of law, public offices, churches, theatres, and other 
places of public resort; and any person who, after being 
made acquainted with any orders made or directions given 
under this section, shall contravene or fail to comply with 
such orders or directions shall be gUilty of an offence. 

(2) It shall be lawful for any constable to apprehend 
without warrant, any person who commits an offence under 
this section within his view, if such person refuses to give 
his name and address or gives a name or address which, the 
constable has reasonable group.ds for believing to be false. 

'-',' ::~, ..... 0·, " , <C', 

('19/ (1) It shall be lawful for the Licensing Authority to G~ 
grant to any person, ot to two or more persons jointly, a ~~~';::.':" 
limited concession or an exclusive concession to operate mot?r 
motor omnibuses in any area or on any road or route, or o,nmrbuses. 

for any journey upon such conditions as shall be specified ' 
in the grant and subject tc,::"'he provisions of this Ordinance 
and regulations made hereunder. ' 

(2) Before granting any such concession the Licensing 
Authority shall refer the matter to the Trinidad Transport 
Board for their recommendations, and in the event of the 
Licensing Authority dissenting from any of the Board's 
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recommendations, the matter shall be referred for the 
decision of the Governor in Council. 

In the event 80. (1) .Whenever the provisions of this Ordinance or 
~~ fa:~~~t of any regulations made hereunder are in conflict with 
provisions of the provisions of any other law relating to the control of 
~c~~C;;- vehicles and road traffic the provisions of this Ordinance 
prevail. and the regulations made hereunder shall prevail. 
Where simi- (2) Whenever any powers conferred on the Licensing 
lar powers 
are granted Authority or the Commissioner of Police under this 

.undder this Ordinance are similar to powers conferred on a Municipal an any -. . 
other law the or Road Authority under any other law and there shall 
~;c~~~ !~~ arise any conflict or dispute as to the exercise of such 
the exercise powers, the matter at issue shall be referred to the Trinidad 
of those Transport Board who shall decide which authority shall 
powers. . exercise such powers and the manner in which such powers 

shall· be exercised. The decision of the Board shall be 
:final and conclusive.' 

f!ighway 81; (1) The Licensing Authority shall as soori""az may be 
code. . after the 13th of March, 1948, prepare a code (hereinafter 

. Ord. 2-1948. f h 
re erred to as the ighway code) comprising such directions 
as appear to him to be proper for the guidance of persons 
using roads and may from time to time revise the code by 
revoking, varying, amending or adding to the provisions 
thereof in such manner as he thinks :fit. . 

(2) The highway code and any alterations proposed 
to be made in the provisions of the code on any revision 
thereof, . shall, as soon as prepared by the Licensing 
Authority, . be laid before the Legislative Council and the 
code or revised cod~, as the case may be, shallnot be issued .. 
until the . code or the ptoposed alterations have been ap- . 
proved by the Legislative Council. . 

(3) Subject to the foregoing provisions bfthis. 
section, the Licensing Authority shallcallse the code and 
every revised edition of the code to be pnIitedand issued 
to the public at a price to be :fixed by the Governor in 
Council. . . 

(4) A failure on the part of any person to obsetve 
any provision of the highway code shall not of itself render 
that person liable to criminal proceedings of any kind, 
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but any such failure may in any proceedings (whether civil -
or criminal, and including proceedings for an offence under 
this Ordinance) be relied upon by any party to the· 
proceedings as tending to establish or to negative any 
liability which is in question in those proceedings. 

SCHEDULES. 

FIRST BCHEDULE. 

Fees and Duties. 
$ 

(Section 19 
and 
section 66.) 

. (1) Motor cycle 4.80 Ord.33-1948, 
s. 12. 

. 

Fitted with sidecar or other contrivance capable of carrying 
goods or persons when.not fised for commercial purposes. ,. 7.20 

Fitted with sidecar or other contrivance capable of carrying 
goods or persons when used for commercial purposes' '" 12.00 

(2) Private Motor Car and Hiring Car or Taxi or Rented Car:-

Hiring car 
Exceeding. Not exceeding. Private car. or taxi or 

rented car . 

$ $ 
- 1,600 lbs. tare 15.00 29.00 

1,600 Ibs. tare 2,100 " 21.00 36.00 
2,100 " 2,600 

" 
27.00 43.00 

2,600 " 3,100 
" 

33.00 50.00 
3,100 " 3,600 

" 
39.00 58.ob 

3,600 " 4,100 
" 

58.00 77.00 
4,100 " 4,600 " 70.00 90.00 
4,600 

" 
5,100 

" 
85.00 105.00 

5,100 " 5,600 
" 

100.00 125.00 
5,600 " 6,100 

" 125.00 150.00 
6,100 " - 150.00 175:00 

(3) Agricultural tractors .. , $6.00 

Ord.37-1949, 
s,6 •. 
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(4) Other vehicles:-

Max. Gross Weight. Motor Bus. Goods Vehicles . 
Agri-

Not Other Other Trailer. cultural 
Exceeding exceeding Petrol. than Petrol. than trailer. 

Ibs. Ibs. Petrol. Petrol. 

$ $ $ $ $ 
- 2,240 60.00 252.00 36.00 164.00 12.00 25 per 

2,240 3,360 60.00 260.00 42.00 175.00 14.00 cent. of 
3,360 4,480 60.00 267.00 48.00 186.00 16.00 the rate 
4,480 5,600 66.00 282.00 . 54.00 198.00 18.00 for 
5,600 6,720 73.00 297.00 61.00 210.00 20.00 trailer. 
6,720 7,840 81.00 315.00 70.00 226.00 24.00 
7,840 8,960 91.00 336.00 83.00 246.00 28.00 
8,960 10,080 104.00 361.00 100.00 271.00 34.00 

10,080 11,200 120.00 390.00 120.00 300.00 .40.00 
11,200 ·12,320 140,00 420,00 140,00 330,00 47.00 
12,320 13,440 160.00 450.00 160.00 360.00 54.00 
13,440 14,560 180.00 480.00 180.00 390.00 60.00 
14,560 15,680 200.00 510.00 200.00 420.00 67.00 
15,680 16,800 220.00 540.00 220.00 450.00 74.00 
16,800 17,920 240.00 570.00 240.00 480.00 80.00 
17,920 19,040 260.00 600.00 260.00 510.00 87.00 
19,040 20,160 280.00 630.00 280.00 540.00 -
20,160 21,280 300.00 660.00 300.00 570.00 -
21,280 22,400 320.00 690.00 320.00 600.00 -

-

(5) Any licensable mechanically-propelled vehicle the motive power of 
which is derived from a fuel other than petrol upon which a Customs . 
or Excise duty is levied shall be granted a rebate of the duties 
specified in paragraph (4) by an amount calculated by means of 
the followingformula:- . . 

(a) The appropriate vehicle licence duty on non-petrol-using 
vehicle, less (-:) . . ..' 

(b) the appropriate vehicle licence duty on equivalent petrolC 

using vehicle, . 
the result to be multiplied by (xl 

(c) the rate of Excise or Customs duty in force on the date of 
the issue of the licence on fuel used, . . . 

divided by (-;-) 
(d) the rate of Excise duty in force on the date of the issue of 

the licence on petrol, . 
the result being (=) 

(e) the amount of the rebate, 
which if deducted from (a) will give 

(f) the nett licence duty payable on a vehicle using dutiable 
fuel other than petrol: 

c 
Thus (a - b) X d = e Rebate; . a - e = Licence duty. 
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(6) 
(7) 
(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

(11) 
(12) 

(13) 

Driving permit 
Motor omnibus conductor's licence 

Registration of any motor vehicle or trailer (including certified 
extract) ... . . .. 

Certified extract of entry in motor vehicles register other 
than on registration 

Any duplicate or copy of a licence or permit authorised or 
required to be issued '" 

Examination of a driver under section 36 

Certificate of competency under section 36 
Annual inspection-

of trailer 
of motor vehicle 
Provided that no inspection fee shall be payable in respect of 

an agricutural tractor or agricultural trailer: 
Provided f)lrther that for the first inspection of a new car 

which is to be used as a .b.iring car in the condition in 

$ 
1.20 
1.20 

4.80 

.24 

.24 

1.20 

1.20 

1.20 
4.80 

which it was imported and unaltered, the fee shall be ... 1.20 
(14) Dealers' licence 15.00 

(15) Amendment of any ·register or licence on change of ownership .24 

(16) Any other amendment of any register or licence .24 
(17) The towing unit of a semi-trailer e>r pole trailer shall be licensed 

(18) 

for its maximum gross weight. Any semi-trailer partially 
super-imposed on the drawing vehicle and any pole trailer 
shall be licensed for that portion of its tare and load which 
is not imposed on the towing vehicle. 

Permit to convey persons other than persons employed to 
load or unload goods, merchandise or other loads on goods 
vehicles, agricultural trailers or trailers for any period not 
exceeding six months at the rate of 50 cents per month or 
part thereof. 

(19) Duplicate of any such permit, 24 cents. 

NOTE.-(a) Licences and permits are annual and eXpire on the 31st of December 
following date of issue. 

(b) Proportionate licence duties are payable as in section 19. 

877 



878 Ch. 16. No. 3.J M afar Vehicles and Road Traffic. 

(Section 44.) SECOND SCHEDULE. 

Speed Limits. 

G.N. 210- 1. The maximum speed on any road or portion thereof declared by the 
1949. Trinidad Transport Board "to be within a speed limit area, shall be as 

follows:-
Miles per 

Class of Vehicle. hour. 
(a) Tractor (except a goods vehicle) with or without 

trailer 10 
(b) Motor omnibus 20 
(c) Motor vehicle constructed to carry more than ten 

passengers '" 20 
(d) Goods vehicle the licensed M.G.W. of which exceeds 

5,600 lb. 20 
(e) Any other motor vehicle 30 

2. The maximum speed on any road not within a speed limit area shall 
be as follows:-

Miles per 
Class of Vehicle. hour. 

(a) Tractor (except a goods vehicle) with or without 
trailer 10 

(b) Motor omnibus .. _ ... " " 25 
(c) Motor vehicle constructed to -carry more than ten 

passengers . _ . • 25 
(d) Goods vehicle the licensed M.G. W. of whiCh exceeds 

5,600 lb. 25 
(e) Any other motor vehicle 50 


