
i , ~ 

2 Ch.20. No. 1.J In~migration (Indian). 

.ordinance 
Ch.20. No.l­

, 1940. 

Commence­
ment. 

Short- title. 

Interpreta­
tion. 

IMMIGRATION (INDIAN). 

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE IMMIGRATION 
OF INDIAN INDENTURED LABOUR. 

[25th August, 1916.J 

1. Thi~"' Ordinance may be Cit~d as the Immigration . 
(Indian) S~dinance. 

\ . 
2. In this ~r.dinance-

(' Prote~or " means the Protector' of Immigrants 
appointed llfder this Ordinance; 

t ( immigraftt ~, means any person' introduced into 
the Colony eift~~= wholly or in part ~at the expense of 
the Immigrati~ Fund or Planters (Immigration) 
Fund; but this {definition shall not affect the special 
definition of the term contained in Part III. of this 
Ordinance; \ 

" adult" means ~~'mmigrant of or above the age 
of eighteen years; 

(' minor" means -an immigrant under the' age of 
eighteen years and of or ~ove the age of twelve years; . 

" infant" means an i~migrapt under the age of· 
twelve years; -\ 

H adult," (( minor," and { infant" respectively in­
clude an immigrant of unce~ain age who has been 
estimated hy the Protector to be an adult, minot, or 
infant, as the case rna y be; . . 

(( ship >J includes a sea-going vessel of any description. '. 
, \;, .. ,: ' 
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, 3. (1) Thf\forms set forth in t~e First Schedule hereto Form~, 
shall respe<?kixely b.e used for a:t;d ill resI:>ec~ of the several ~st. ~hedule. 
matters In 1hl~\ Ordmance to whIch they refer. .. 

(2) The G~vernor ir: Council n:ay cause such fo~~s to 
be varied or a1t~red or dispensed wIth, and also .additional 
forms to be ftam~d, as 'Occasion may requite, for 'the purpose 
, of carrying out t~e provisions of this' Ordinance, and such 
varied, altered, or ~dditional forms shall·have the same force 
and effect as if the~ were incorporated in the sai¢l Schedule. 
,Every such form sh~Jl be first published in the Royal Gazette. 

" \ 
\ 
'- PAR'T T. 

'\. 
\ '. ' 

IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT. 
\ ' 

4. (1) The Governor, ~ifh the approval of the Secretary Apptoint'"'d 
' . \. fit d b men an ~f State, may appOInt so'tpe an proper person to e salary of 

Protector of Immigrants. \ :Protector .. 
\ 

(2) He shall receive suc", salary as may be assigned to 
him by the Legislative CounC!\. . 

\ 
:5,. (1) The Protector shall be't~ head of the Immigration Ge~eral 

,department estab1ish~d fC?r the pult~oses of this Ordina~ce; ~~~~~~r. 
,and shall be responsIble to the Go'Zernor for the effic'Ient 
perform<l:n~e of its d~ties 3:nd for the p{ope;r carrying out of 
the proVIsIons of this Ordmance. ',' 

(2) He shall also keep the Register~Qf the Immigration 
,department, and shall exercise ,and pe1:{orm such other 
functions and duties in relation to immigte.tion as may be 
prescribed by this Ordinance, or as may be e\trusted to him 
by the Governor. \ 

. \ 
6. (1) Th~ Governor may appoint such and \0 many fit Appoint- ' 

and proper persons to be clerks, interpreters, \ind other ~u~!~ and 
"officers residing in the Colony respectively as\ may be sal8.ri~s 'of 

necessary fot the performance of the ordinary duti"es of the officers. 

Ilnmigration department: . \ 
'. (2) The Governor may assign'to any such officer a 

cl~strict. or place within whic~ to act in tI:e: performa~ce of 
h~s d:utIes, and may at any tlme remove hlID from one sp.ch 
dlstrlct or place t9 another:. ~ \'-c, .. 

1 (2) , 
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(3) Every such officer shall receive such salary and 
" ~llowances as may for the time being be assigned to him 
~y the Legislative Council. ' 

" ..... ". Powers of 7"~' Sub]',ect to the control of the Governor, the Protector supervision, ,,~ 

etc., of the shall h~ve authori~y over the .cler~s, interpreters, and othe~ 
Protector.' persons:employed ill the ImmIgratIon department, and shall 

Travelling 
expe~~s. 

Establish­
ment of 
Planters 
(Immlg1'a­
tion) 
l,1'und. 

assign to\~ach his duties. 
"~ 

"\\ 

8. All tra~~lling expenses incurred by any officer of the' , 
Immigration d~partment in the performance of his duties" 
and attested by.., proper vouchers, shall be paid from the, 
general revenue d~ the Colony: Provided that the expenses, 
of travelling bet~een the Immigration Office and the­
Immigration Depot,." shall be ,charged to the Planters. 
(Immigration) Fund.\" 

"l 

~\~ 

"\ 
RART II. 
\' 

FISCAL \PROVISIONS. 
'\ 
\. 

9 ., For the purposes o'f thi~ Qtdinance there shall be a, 
fund to be called ~he Planf~rs (Immigration) Fund, a., 
separate account of which shaU\pe kept by the Accountant. 
General. \. 

''(,. 

"'\,;, 
'i;, I 

Form~tion 10. The Planters (Immigration) llund shall be credited, 
~~~~s upon \vit? all sums rec~ived on accou~t 01\ t~e i::nmigration tax, 

, fund. leVIed by any OrdInance for the tIme b~Ing In force, and on 
account of other items which, in the opl:p.ion of the Director 
of Audit and subject to the approvaf\ of the Governor,:. 
should be properly credited to the acco~nt, and shall be 
debited with, the whole annual cost of iffitnigration under" 
this. Ordinance, other than the salaries',and\expens~s which, 
under the provisions of this' Ordinance are \p.irected to be 
paid out of the general revenue of the Colony or out of 
moneys to be voted by the Legislative Coundi"l, and other 
than that portion of the cost of the return \passages of 
immigrants introduced subsequently to the 30th \,pf Septem'"7 
ber, 1902i vvruch is not payable by such immigra~ts. . 

\ 
\ 
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.~ 1. The cost of the return. passages of immigrants ReEatriation 

-inttDduced subsequently to the 30th of September, 1902, so Fur:;-
far is the same is not payable by such immigrants, shall be .' . 
. charg'ee- to ,the Repat~iatio.n Fund, ,established under the" 
,provlsio~s of the .ImmigratIo~ Ordmance, 1916: 

Provide~d, that If at any tIme 'the total cost of return 
passages',o{ immigrants chargeable to the Repatriation 
'Fund exceedS the sum then standing to the' creditor the 
Repatriati~n '\undJ, such excess shall be a charge on the 
:.Planters (ImmIgratIon) Fund, 

, \ 

\ 
\, PART III. 

MARR{AGE, prVORCE, ETC. 
\ 

12. In this Part of th\s Ordinance~ 
{I immigrant n 'me~~s-

(i) any Indian l:p:lmigrant introduced info th.e 
Colony, British Gbjana, or any British West 
Indian Colony for the \purpose of being indentured; 

an(~.) ddt \ I d' '. ··t 
' 11 any escen an ol\an n Ian ImmIgran so 

:introduced; \ 
it Chief Registrar " means th~'\Registrar of Marriages 

appointed by the Marriage Ordin\nce; 
," ~egistra!" includes the ~Chief'f:egistrar and any 

DIstrIct RegIstrar; \. 
lC Registrar of Marriages" and U Di~tlict Registrar ". 

have the same meanings as in the Marrla.ge Ordinance; 
(( under age J) means under the age ~ tw'enty-one 

y~~, \ 
\ 

Interpreta-
tion: . 

13. (1) This Part of this Ordinance shall appl~ to all :Application, 
. d d' b .. }.. of Part III,* ,marnages an Ivorces etween ImmIgrants confracted, . 

effected, or registered between th~ 1st of July, 188!). and 
the commencement of this Ordinance, and also to all 'Such 
marriages and divqrces contracted or effected after \pe 
,c0!U-menceplent . of thi~ Ordinance, and all the provisions <:D\f 
thIs Part 0# thIS Ordlnance, except those w~lch relate to\ 

.. Section~ .13, 1:4 and 16 to 23 inclusive do not apply to immigrants who belong \~ 
!to the Mu~hm FaIth or Re1igion~ or to the Hindu Faith or Religion: see Ch. 29, \ 
No.4, section 31, and Ch.:2.9. No.5, section 27. ' \~ 

\ 
";.\"'. 

\, 
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Protector to 
be guardian 

, of infants 
for purposes 
of the 
Marriage 
Ordinance. 

marriage and divorce, shall apply to all immigrants, of 
~at~ver religion: Provided that nothing in this .Ordinance 
~~talned shall be construed to prevent or disable any 
iJ.:n;liQigrant, ' whether professing Christianity or not, from, 
conft.acting a civil marriage before the Registrar according 
to th~\ptovisions of the Marriage Ordinance. 

\ . 
(2~ Where, under the provisions of the Marriagy 

Ordinanc'e" the consent of any person is required to the. 
marriage o'l.any party to an intended marriage who is.under 
age, and th~e is no person who, under the provisions of 
such OrdinanC\e, is entitled to give such consent in the case 
of an immigran,t under age who is a party to an intended. 
marriage, then 8:1fd in every such case it shall be lawful for 
the Protector to gjve consent. ' 

Registers. ~4. For .the pur~'les of this Part. of this .ordirlance, ~he 
F.orms No'S. 1 ChIef RegIstrar shall\keep a' ColonIal RegI~ter of IndIan 
and Z. Imm~grants' M~rriages\~nd a Colon~al !<egiste~ of Iridian. 

Christian 
immigrants. 

ImmIgrants' DIvorces" Clfd each DIstrIct RegIstrar shall 
keep a District Register' '<.f Indian Immigrants' Marriages 
and a District" Register 01\ Indian Immigrants' Divorces? 
and the Protector .shall keep <1\Register of Indian Immigrants" 
Marriages and a Register of Indian I;rnmigrants' Divorces .. 

15. (a) An immigrant who, ~t the- time of his arrival in_ 
the Colony, I?fofesses Chrisf\~ni~y shall, immediately' 
upon such arrIval, and \. 

(b) an immigrant who, at an~ time after his arrival 
in the Colony, embraces Christiatlity shall, immediately 
upon such change of faith, \ . 

as 'to capacity or incapacity to contra2t. marriage, and the 
conditions subject to which and . the \parrper in which 
marriage may be contracted, be subj ect tffi\the generallavv 

'of the Colony. , 
Abandonment of Christianity.shall not affe~ the operation 

of this section. - \ \ -

.. , 

Marriage of 16. A marriage contracted between immigranJs, both of 
. '~:istian whom at the date of the marriage profess the same religion" 

immigrants. not being the· Christian religion, shall, contract~d accord­
ing to the religion of such immigrants, and r~gistered 

, according to this Ordinance, be deemed to be valid, ~{ a date 

\ 
\ 
\ 

\, 

\\ 
\ 
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~"l1larriage shall b~ specified in the register and at. such 
dat~\Jhe man shall have been at least sixteen years of a,te. 
and the 'Woman at least twelve years of age, as from s¥ch· 
date; apd in all other cases, as from the date of registratjon: 

, provid¢d that no ;marriage shall be registered -q.nless the' 
parties sl1<?-ll be of such ages respectively at the date of 
registra tioil:,: . ' 

Provided \1lso, that for the purposes of any criminal 
<I[, : ,t 

. '.'; .. Y: 

p~Qsecution, s1:1ch marriage shall ~e de~med t? be valid :as 
from the date""" of the actual regIstratIon thereof and not 
from the date or. ,marriage specified in the register. , ' " , " , .. , 

c 

'\. 

_ . 1'7. Every app'lication for the registration under' this: Appli~ation 
Ordinance of any ;rh~Triag~, not being a ~h~isti~n m8!riage" ~a~ras;:r ' 
shall be· made to th~~ RegIstrar of the dIstrIct In VVhlCh the 
marriq.ge was effected\. or of the district in which the parties 
have resided for a year\mmediately prec~ding such marriage" 
or to the Protector, by lD,oth parties to such marriage: 

Provided that if either\ of the parties to the marriage· is 
under age and has a father:\or a guardian living and resident 
in the Colony, the applicatlbn on behalf of such party shall 
be made by such father or ~ardian: -

Provided also, that it shall De lawful for any Magistrate: 
on the complaint of either palty to a marriage between 
~mm~grants contracted accordin., to the religion of such 
nnmlgrants that the other part or the parent or the 
guardian of either of the parties w'ho is under age has not 
applied for the registration of suc:& marriage or has not 
attended before the Registrar or the \~rotector and signed 
the register, to issue a summons cal· upon such other 
party or parent or guardian in default to show cause before 
the expi~ation of fourteen days why an ,rder should not 
be made directing the Registrar or the Protector to register 
such marriage notwithstanding the refusal \. omission by 
SUC? ot~er party, parent,. or guardian to a: ply for the 
regI~tratlon of such marrIage or to attend before. the' 
Reglstr<:r o~ Protector and sign the register; a \ if, after 
the eXpIratIon o~ fourt~en days from the servi~~ of such 
summons, the saId other party or parent or guardiRf shall 
not have appeared before such Magistrate or shall no\ have 
shown good cause for such refusal or omission as aforeSaid 
it shall be lawful for such Magistrate, by an order in wri~~g 

\ 
"\ 

..... \1. 

'" ,.'4.t .;} 

~'<;.~"'~~ 
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to 'register 
divorce. 

Conditions 
of registra­
tion. 
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.-l:!-nder his hand, to direct the Registrar or Protector to 
'register such marriage on the application alone of the party 
apPlying, and the registration of such marriage in accordance 
vvith \~uch or,der shall be a? valid a~d eff~ctual as if the ?ther ' ' 
party "Or parent or guardian had auly attended and sIgned 
the regfs~er' and applied fo:r the registration of such marriage. 

\. Divorce. 
18. A dl,-\o.rce effected between two immigrants both of 

whom, at ti:le date of the marriage thereby dissolved, 
professed the\~fime religion, not being the Christian religion, 
shall if effected" according to. such religion, and registered 
according to this\Ordinance, be deemed valid for all purposes 
as from the _date '0,,£ divorce specified in the register, or,.if 
no such·date is specified, as from the day of registration. 

, ,\, 
19. Every applicatl~i:t .£01 the registratiolJ. under this 

Ordinance of a ¢livorce's:a.all be made to the Registrar of the 
district in which the divor~e was effected or to the Protector, 
by one or both of-the parti~£ to the marriage dissolved. 

'R .\ . ' 
eg~stfrJ,t~on . 

20. On application being m~,~ to a Registrar or to the 
Protector to register under this Ordinance any marriage or 
divorce J the Registrar or Protectoi\,?hall-

(1) satisfy himself whether of:\, not such marriage or 
'divorce was effected by the persoh or persons by, vvhom 
it is represented to have .been eff~\ted; I 

(2) satisfy himself as to the identity of the persons 
appearing' before him and C? lleg41g th~ the marriage or 
divorce has been effected between theFp.; 

(3) in the case of any person appearirlg as parent or 
guardian, satisfy himself as to the right 61. such person 
so to appear. \\ 

, \ 

If the Registrar or Protector is satisfied on the ab't?ve point$, 
and not othervvise, he shall make an entry as fon~ws:-----

(a) Of a marriage, in tp.e District Register at Indian 
Immigrants) Marriages or in the Register of\Indian 
Immigrants' Marriages; \ 

(b) Of a divorce, in the District Register of ftJ-dian 
Immigrarits~ Divorces or in the Register of Ii\dian 
Immigrants' Divorces: \ 

\ 

\ 
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.Provided that such registration shall not be made except .t. 

in the presence of every person who by this Ordinance is 
re~uired to sign the same or otherwise in. accordance with 
thi~O~dinance, 

. - \ 
':21. ~he mode of registering a marriage under this' Mode of 

d · \, h 11 b f 11 regis~ering Or Inarr,«e s a e as 0 ows:- marrlage. 

(l)\\An entry accord~ng to f6::m ~ in the ,First Sched?le Form No.1. 

,hereto'Shall be made In, the DIstrIct RegIster of IndIan 
Iinnrigr"ants' Marriages or in the Register of Indian 
Immigrartts' Marriages; -

(2) Suc~~try shall be signed-
(a) by\the Registrar or Protector; as the case 

may be; ~l?-d ", . 
(b) by eaCh of the parties to the marriage if not 

under age, or~he father or guardian of either of 
the parties who is under age; and . 

(c) by two wi' esses present at the marriage 
ceremony. 

22;. T~e mode of registering a. . vorce under this Ordinance' Mode of 
.. ' shall be as follows >_ registering 

divorce .. 
(1) An entry according to orm 2 in the First For:q:t No.2. 

Schedule- hereto shall be made in the District ~egister 
of Indian Immigrants' Divorces 01\ in the Register of 
Indian Immigrants' Divorces; 

(2). Such entry shall be signed- -
. (a) by the" Registrar or Protecto , 

may be; and 
( b) . in the case of lVlahomedans of the Suni sect, 

by .lhe pa,rty or parties who have effe~ted the 
~~vor~e~ and by. the witness or 'witness~ who 
luentlfy such party or parties; \ 

-.; (c).in th~ case of persons other than ~ahomecr~n$ , 
of the Sun! sect~ by the party or partIes who haXe 
effected the divorce, and by two witnesses of the. 
same religion as the 'party or parties who haVe~\ 
effec~ed the divorce, such witnesses having im- . 
medIately before, and in the presence of the \ 

- \ 

\~ , 

\\,. 
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, -"., ,'<-". ,':, .,-,' ... _ .• "-'.-- '\ '," ' ',"" ,.,,-""'''' 

\ , 

\ Registrar or Protector, made and signed a declara-
Form No. $, ~\, tion according to form 3 in the First Schedule 

\~ereto . 
..... ,,';\., 

Limit of 23. (1) R~gistration under this Ordinance of any m,arriage 
time for may be made at any"'time within twelve months after such 
registration. 

marriage: Pr9viq.ed .,that if, at the time of the marriage th~ 
parties to it or eil:t;ler of them are, in the case of the man~ 
under sixteen year~. of age, and, in that of the woman, 

. u.nder twelve years of age, such registration may be made 
at any time within any year of the man attaining the age 
of sixteen or of the wQman attaining the age of twelve, 
whichever event shall, la~t happen, and not later. . 

(2) Registration und-er this Ordinance of any divorce 
may be made within twelve'~'months after such divorce and 
not later. . \\ 

\~ 

(3) Provided always, that\notw~thstanding anything 
in the two preceding sUbsection{' mentioned, it shall be 
lawful ~or any Magistrate or Judg~ of the Supreme Court 
to order the registration of any m~riage or divorce after 
the expiration of the said. period of twelve months if good 
cause be shown for the O.mission to r'egistet preViously, or 
if in the opinion of such Magistrate or }\J-dg'e registration is 
desirable to meet the justic-e of the case: Rrovided also, that 
every application to a 11agistrate or Juage for an order. 
under this section shall be made, heard) anG{. determined in 
open court at some public sitting of the cou\t held by the · 
Magistrate or Judge to whom such application sl1all be made. 

\ 
. \ 

Appeal 24. Where, uP' on an application to register \undet this 
vvhere \ 
registration Ordinance any marriage or divorce, a Registr~r or the 
refused. ,Protector refuses to make such registration, the appJj.cant or 

either of the applicants whose application is refus~d may 
apply to the Supreme Court to have such registration .. made, 
and upon -such application, if it appears that the regist~ation 
ought to be made, the Court shall order the Registrar Of the 
Protector, as th~ case may be) to make such registration,\and 
may make such order as to costs as seems just. \. 

\ 
\ 

\ 
Cancelling 25. Where registration under this Ordinance has beep. 
registration. d f' . ' rna e a "any marrl,age at divorce, any person aggneved by, 

\ 
\ 
\ 

"\ 
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"" . Such\registration may apply to the Supreme Court to have 
such \registration cancelled, and upon such application, if 
·it appe~rs that the registtatior: ought not to have been made~ 
the Coutt shall order the RegIstrar or the Protector ,as the 
casernay\pe, to cancel such registration, an,d may make such 
order as to\costs as seems just. • 

;. .. 
'. 

26. Every 'R~egistrar, no~ being the Chief Registrar, shall ~~~~!l~ ~ 
transmit to'the\.Chief RegIstrar a copy of every entry of a Register: .. "; 

marriage or divot.~e made by him in his !iDistrict Register of . : r ! 

Indian Immigrant~/ Marriages or his District Register of 
Indian ImmigrantS'\ Divorces within one week after such 
entry is made, and the Chief Registrar shall forthwith enter 
in the Colonial Regiit~r of Indian Immigran~s' Marriages 
a copy of . every entry\pf a marriage made by him in his 
District Register of Indi,an Immigrants' Marriages ·and (j,f 
every copy of an entry O{ a marriage transmitted to him . 
by any other Registrar pursuant to this Ordinance, and shall 
forth-with enter in the Co16{lial Register of Indian Immi-
grants' Divorces a copy of eVBIY entry of a divorce made by 
him in his District Register of'1ndian Immigrants' Divorces 
and of every copy of an entry,\?f a divorce transmitted to 
him by any other Registrar prirstl\nt to this Ordinance. 

... -

27. A copy of every entry of a\martiage made in the Ma!'l'iages 

Pro~ect?r's .Re&istet of ,Indian. Ir~lIn{grants' Ma~ia~e.s or ~!o~!~~~~. by 
RegIster of IndIan Inllmgrants' Dlvor~es shall, w~thln one . 
week after such entry is made, be transmitted by the 
Protector to the Chief Registrar, who sJ\all make a corres-
ponding entry in the _Colonial Register of I?fian Immigrants' 
Marriages or Divorces,' as the case rna y be, . 

\ 

Procedure. \ 
28. Any application to the Supre.me Court\\ under this Procedure. 

Part of this Ordinance, and 'the subsequent proceedings 
theteupon, shall be as prescribed by general orders made 
by the Chief Justice) wj.th the concurrence of a Puis fie Judge, ' 
under this Ordinance, or if no such orders are mide and 
sUbj.ect to such orders (if any), the application shal1~ be by 
mohon and the. subsequent proceedings shall be acc~f.ding 
to the usual practice of the Court on motion. The proce:Q.ure ' 

, \\ 
"\ 

\\ 
" 
\ 
\ ., 

" 

\ 
."\" 
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before a Petty Civil Court shall be in accordance "with the 
\ Petty Civil Courts Ordinance, and the procedure in applica- ' 
',tio~s to a ~agistrate- shall be according to the Summary 

\Sourts OrdInance, except that the procedure before a 
~~trate sitting as a Judge of a Petty Civil Court shall be 
according to the lavv for the time being in force regulating 
such Pet{y Civil Courts. , . 

Fublicq,tion ' 29. All g\1).eral orders made under . the last preceding 
-of gener'al . 
.orders. section shall nQt have any force or effect until they have 

been approved D~ the Governor and the ~egislati:ve Council, 
and when so apprQ.ved shall have the same force and effect 
as if they were cOE\tained in an- Ordinance, and may be 
disallowed by, His Mai,,~sty in the same m3.)."'1ner and wi~h the 
same consequences as ih~ the case of an Ordinance. All such, 
g.eneral orders shall b~ pl(blished in the Royal Gazette. 

Proof of' 
. -'~\" 

30. An entry, whether pl1rporting to be an original entry marriage or ~ ; 
, . divorce. or not, in any register directe~ by this Ordinance or by any I, 

other Ordinance relating to im);p.igrants.to be kept, shall be I 

,conclusive evidence till the 2'Qntrary is proved of the I 
marriage or divorce of the parties\to whom the entry relates, 1 

and also, subject to the provisions\lf section 16, of the date 'j 
of such marriage or divorce, if the\.same is specified in the· I 
entry, and no other evidence 'of ~i marriage or divorce ., ! 
between immigrants not effected \llnder the Marriage ! 
Ordinance, or other generallavv of tll'\ Colony relating to ! 
marriage, shall be admissible in any pr~oceedings, whether; -I, 

criminal or civil. \ " , 
~\ I 

- \ 
Pro~f o~ 31. (1) vVhere any entry is required by\this Ordinance I 
-entrIes ill t b d' ' . t p' A f . ~~.:J b I registers and 0 e ma e In any regIs er) f-zma Jac-ze eVJ.\lence may e ! 

,certificates. given of such entry in all courts of justice anQ. in alliegal! 
pro~eed}ngs by production. of a writing purpb\ting t? be ! 

certIfied by the person haVIng the custody of su~h regIster i 
to be a, true copy of such entry. ' \.. < " ! 

(2)' Where any certificate is by this Ordinancetequired 'I 
or authQrised to be given, prima facie evidence aI\ such i 
certificate may be given in all co~ts of justice and 1\1 all' ! 
legal proceedings ,by production of a certificate apparently I 
in ,accordance with this Ordinance and purporting to \b"e I 
signed as required by this Ordinance. ' '\\ ~.:. 

. ! 
\1 

,::1 
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(3) No proof shall be required of the handwriting or 
"""<Z~cial p.osition of the person signing any certificate under 

tn;J..s sectIon. ", 
\ ' ' 

, \ (4) Every certificate given under this Ordinance shall 
be pr'ilftZ facie evidence of the facts there:in certified. 

, ' ("S) 'The provisions of this section shall be deemed to 
be in addition to and not in derogation of any powers of 

, proof und~{. any existing law ot Ordinance. 
\ 
'\ 
\ 

,32. It shall" be lawful for all persons at all reasonable Right to 
, h C 1 . search times to search." the entries in teo Olllal or any District Registers_ 

Register or the '1(rotector's Register of Indian Immigrants' 
Marriages and in\\t~e Colonial.or any ~istrict, R~gister ,?r 
the Protector's Reg.1ster of Indian ImmIgrants D~vorces In 
the' presence of the \person in whose custody such registers 
respectively are, and\to have true copie~ certified ~nder the 
hand of such person 'of any such entrIes: ProvIded that 
before allowing any' s~ch search or furnishing any such 
certified copy, any such'I(erson shall be entitled to demand 
the following fees, that is'{o say:-

For every sear~h \ ... twenty-four cents~ 
For every certIfied cop~" twenty-four cents, 

. which fees shall be paid into th\ Treasury_ 

Offences\ 
33. Every person making, sig~tng, or attesting any Signing .fal~e' 

declaration or certificate by this P~t of this_Ordinance ~:~:~~~e.: 
'required or authorised to be made or \given , containing a' 

, statement which is false, and which h\ either, knows or 
. be~ieves to be f~~e ot does not believe to .{>~ tr~e, shall be 
guilty .of a mIsdemeanor, and may be \ImprIsoned for 
five years. . \ 

\ ' 

3~. Any person who forges or alters in a~ material For~eIY of 
partIcular, or offers, ,utters, disposes of, or puts off\. kno"wing certificates~ 
the sar.l1~ to be forged or altered in ,a material p~ticular, 
any certIficate by, this Part of this Ordinance required or 
authorised to. be ~iven] shall be guilty of a misderrl,\anor, 
and may be llnprIsoned for five years. \. ' 

, , \ 

\\ 
\ 
\ 

'\ 
\.~"". ' 

"'-'" 
"--.... , 

.. 
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()~~~es by 
Protector. 

Offences 
by Chief 
.RegistraI . 

.offences by 
Registrars. 

I 11~rnigr ation (Indian) . 

35. If the Protector-
\ (a) fails to enter forthwith in the ~egistet of Indian 
Iil:{migrants' Marriages or Register of Indian Immi-
gra~ts} Divorces any or divorce whlch he is 
required to enter ther.ein, or . 

(b) )~ils to transmit to the Chief Registrar a copy of 
an entr~ of marriage or divorce made in the Register ~ 
of India:n\rmmigrants' Marriages or Register of Indian '1 
Immigrant\~ Divorces within one week after the 
entry was rhfLde, or· I 

(c), f~ils to ~bancel any entry ~f marriage or divorce 'I' 
within one, .we\k after the certified copy or order 1 
,authorising such\\~ancellation reaches ot is produced 't 
to hrrn' -. \,' ~ 

, ., '!I~." ;J 

he shall be liable to a fin~~ of forty-eight dollars. I 
36. If the Chief Registr~\- .. . .1 

(a) fails to enter in th~" Colonial Register of Indian ~, ' , 
Immigrants', Marriages- \ ~ . 
, (i) 'a copy of any en~lY of a marriage made in i " 

his District Register of :r~dian Immigrants' Mar- ,~ 
riages imlYl:ediately after sh,ch entry was made, or ~.: 

(ii) a copy of any copy o{loan entry of a marriage ~,' 
transmitted to him pursua~t to this Ordinance ~ 
within one week after such co~¥ reaches him, or i .. 

(b) fails to enter in the Colonial :k~egister of Indian I', ' 
Irn.migrant s, Divorces~, \ f!. 

'(i) a copy of any entry of a divo\~e made in hIs , a: 
District Register of Indian Immigr~ts~ Divorces ~ 
im;;nediately after such entry is made}\ or J, 

~ 
(ii) a copy of any copy of an entry a divorce .I 

transmitted to him pur~uant to this '\>rdinance ~ . 
within one \¥eek after' such copy .~im~ , . ~ 

be liable to a fine of forty-eight dollars. \ .'.:,.,.' 

Registrar- '\\ .. ~ 
(a) fails to register forthwith any marriage or div~rce i 

'iVhich he is by this Ordinance required to register, ~r 'j 
(b) fails to transmit to the Chief Registrar a copy'M , ... 

any entry'of a marriage or divorce TJ.1ade in his Distric~\ ~' 

\~ 
\ 
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"\ Register of Indian Immigrants~ Marriages, or :in his 
. District Register of Indian Immigrants' Divorces, 
\pursuant to this Ordinance, \vithin one week after such 

eptry was .made, or ' 
\yc) fails to cancel any entry of marriage' or divorce 

withtn one week after the certified· copy or order 
autho':r.ising such cancellation reaches or is produced 
to him:-\, . 

he shall be liaB'l~ to a fine of forty-eight dollars. 
~ -

. \\. 
~ 

\, Betrothal gifts. 
"\. 

15 
jIIi>f 

38. If any male wmigrant ,shall have made to any Recovery of 
'. . t l . h " t ' d' 'th betrothal female l.1I1IDlgran or It) er paren s or guar lans or el er -O'ifts. 

{)f them any payment o~\giff of mon~y, s~cuTities for money, 6 

jewelry, food, clothing; 01\" other ch~tte~ in con~ideration of , 
the betrothal or marrIage 'qt promIse In marrlage of such 
female immigrant, whether '~,\o himself or any other male 
immigrant J and such betrotll~ or promise has not been 
followed by actual marriage ann"by the registration, of such 
marriage, it shall be lawful for s;}~h ;male immigrant to sue 
fot and recover back in an actio~. any such gifts or the 
value thereof and the amount of anf money made or paid 
.as aforesaid: Provided that where fhe value of such JYifts . \ o· 
.and the amount of such money do Ifot together exceed 
two hundred and forty dollars the proc~edings shall be by 
action in any Petty Civil Court, and every' Judge of such a 
Court is hereby authorised and required lo entertain and 
adjudicate upon any claim brought before 'him under this 
sectio~ any law or Ordinance to the con~ry notwith-
standIng. "\ 

\ 
\' 

, \ PART IV. 

CERTIFICATES OF EXEMPTION FROM LABOUR~\ 
'\ 

39. (~) Ev~ry ~mmigrant who may have completea, any Gra~ting of 

iermOl serVice under indenture; wh,ether entered upon ~~~~~~~ of 

before .or after the commencement of this Ordinance,'\,.or fromiabour~ 
whose mdenture may have been duly determined or mct:;r 
'her~after be determined under this Ordinance, shall be .... ' 
entItled to receive, free of charge, a certificate of exemption \Form No.4. 
fro.m lab.our. . ' \. 

'\l",\~ 
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~' (2) The Protector shall record every such certificate 
. '\ in the General Register of Immigrants introduced into the 

"'-'''- Colony. . 

Los~ of '\. ... \ 40. (1) Every immigrant whose certificate of exemption 
,~~~:;~~~ of '''\{rom labour has b~en lost or destroyed shall be entitled, on 
iro.m labour, p:t:oving to the satisfaction of the Protector that he is then 

, etc. entitled to such certificate and that such certificate has been 
lost\Qt destroyed, and on payment of twenty-four cents, to 
receive" a duplicate of such certificate. 

(2j, Every immigrant shall be entitled to receive a 
certified, e·~tract from any register kept by the Protector, on 
payment 01. twenty-four cents for every such extract. 

..... . ':" 

'\ -.. 
\ . 

~se ~Y an 41. If anY\.)mmigrant uses or attempts to use any 
~~~rc::eto~ certificate of e'.~emption from labour, not being the immi­
pass of grant to whom s~ch certificate was granted, he shall be liable 
Fm~~::ant. to a fine of tweIJ.ty-four dollars, or to imprisonment for' 

two mqnths, or to\poth such fine and imprisonment. 
\\ 

Forgery of 42. Every person "who forges or alters, or offers, utters,. 
~~:~~~ of disposes of, or puts off, knowing the same to be forged. or 
tr0In labour. altered, any certificate ·~l exemption from labour. mentioned 

in this Ordinance or atty endorsement provided by this 
Ordinance to be made thefeon~ with intent to defraud, shall 
be guilty of felony, and liab~e to imprisonment for two years. 

\ 

PA~T V. 
, \ 

RETURN P'!ASSAGES. 
\, 

Right of 43. (1) Every immigrant who l\trived in the Colony before 
~~~fu'~t the Sth of August, 1898, and sh~l have cOp.1pleted a con­
pa.ssage. tinuous residence of ten years -in tJj~ Colony, and has during 

that time obtained or become enntled to a certificate of 
exemption from labour, shall, if suc\ "immigrant desires to 
return, to the country in which he wa~,~.recruited, be entitled 
to be provi.ded with a passage back to \he port whence such 
immigrant sailed. for the Colony, on payment of one-fourth 
of the passage money in the case of ma'es and of one-sixth 
thereof in the case of females, and the cost of the outfit for 
the voyage. And every immigrant who \p.as or shall have' 

'\ A 

'\ 
i. 

\ 
\ 
\. 

\of.. 

'" 
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arrived after such 5th of August, 1898, and is otherwise 
entit~ed as herein specified, shall be entitled to such return 

assage on payment by him of one-half the passage money fn the\ case of males and of one-third thereof in the case of 
females, the. cost of outfit for the voyage being similarly paid 
by suc1±\returning immigrant: .. 

Provid~d in either case as follows:-
(a) \'every such immigrant .who is destitute or disabled 

shall b~\.entitled to a free passage; 
(b) th~\ wife and every son and daughter of every' 

such disaD~ed or destitute immigrant, and any person 
being an inhpigrant or the descendant of an immigrant 
who is depeD,.dent on any such disabled or destitute 
immigrant shaJl be entitled to a free passage if such 
wife or son or ti.aughter or other person .sails from the 
Colony'with hei\!lusband 'or his 'or her parent or with 
the person on whoi(l1 he ?r she is dependent, as the case 
rna y be, but not ot~~rwlse; , 

(c) where any son\-qr daughter of any immigrant is a 
child under the age of\.twelve years; the Governor may 
refuse a return passage\to such child, if it appears that 
it is desirable, in the interests of the child, that the 
child should remain in th~e\"Colony. 

(2) This section shall not~\~ffect the rights of immi­
grants who have been engaged on i~lte terms of being entitled 
to a return passage \vholly at the e:ibI?ense of the Colony. 

(3) ,The right to a return pa;~,~ge in terms of this 
section shall be subject, in the case ,of ev~ry person who has 
previously proceeded to the Colony as an immigrant and ha.s 
returned to the country in which he :was 'recruited, to any 
condition made with him at her on his or h~r engagement 
that he or she shall have no Tight to a free or reduced 
return passage: . \ 

(4) Provi?-ed, however, that the Protect~~+~y, wit4 
the express s'anction of the Governor, in any particular case 
and for special cause, relax any of the provisoes of this s~on. 

.. . ': -' . '\. 
44. ~efore the' departure of any ship 'chartered at tl~nspectioX:J 

expense of t.he Col?ny having return immigrants on board, ~'h; ~;t~ri 
the Protector> assIsted by a Government Medical Office!} imm~grants. 

T.--III. 2 _ -" 
"';", 

............. , 

I. ~.,. 
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\jhall inspect the ship and the immigrants, and ascertain 
. whether the arrangements made for the passage and for the 
treatment of the immigrants on board are in conformity with 
'-he la WJ and shall make out a list of the immigrants on board 
srl~p. ship who .are entitled to a return passage in accordance 
vvitn. the provisions of this OrdinanceJ and shall deliver the 
same\{) the Surgeon Superintendent for the use of himself and 
the master of such ship) and shall certify upon such list the 
total nU~Qer and description of the immigrants embarked, 
together wft{l the state and co~dition. of such ~mmig~ants, 
and that ther" ha v~ been provIded wIth clothIng sUItable 
for the voyage~ 

. ~\. 

. . \. 

, !~~~~~~! to , 45. The P~otectt)~ shall transmit to th.e Governor h~s 
be sent to report on the InspeCt)'{)ll, and shall also reqUIre and transmIt 
Govern~r. therewith the report dt the Medical Officer who assisted in 

the i~spection. '\.",' 
\ .. 

''''''-'''-

PA:R~ VI. 
P 

'\. 
ROCEDUJili. 

Procedure. . 46. Subject" to the express pro~i~ions of this Ordinance, 
every complaint made under any of the provisions of this 
Ordinance . shall be laid or made befdXe the Magistrate or a 
Justice of the district in which the offence was committed 
or the cause of complaint arose, and tRf( procedure for the 
recovery of any fine or p~nalty or the eiVorcement of any · 
imprisonment under the provisions of this\\Ordinance shall, 
unless other,vise provided by this OrdinanOt;, or in respect 
of any felony or misdemeanor, be that pr~vided by the 
Summary Courts Ordinance.. . \ 

\ 
'\ 

Protector 47. Every information which ,may be laid \and every 
~~i:~!;~~ complaint which may be m~de under this Ordin~:p.ce by 'an' 

immigrant may be. laid or made by the Protect0{ on his 
behalf. . . \ 

: \ 
. \ . 

Appearance 48. In any proceeding taken by the Protector unde:r this' 
of ;protector. Ordinance, it shall not be necessary for him to atteitd in 

"~ person, unless he is a material witness, but he rna y auth~ise 
, any officer 'of the Immigration department to appear ~~ 

h '", b 1.. If . . \ 
1~. ella . \. 

\ .. ~ 
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,-~,~--------------------------------~~~---------------

... When an immigrant is punishable under this Ordi- _ L\F:f\t 
'nanc and also under some other Ordinance or at Common ~h u~d:: 

: 'Law' e rna y be prosecuted and convicted under, this this Ordm", 
., ' . ance or &ome 

,'Otdinan or under such other OrdInance or at COIDPlon other Ordin.:. 

·L.a~, SO t ~he is not twice punished for the same offence. ~~:~~t . 
. "'50. The de ndant in any proceeding under this .Ordinance Evidence,of 

shall be entitle to be sworn and to tender his evidence on defend~t. 
oath; and eve~~'mmigrant shall make such oath or 
affirmation as he. ay declare to be binding on his con-
science, and shall e liable, in case of falsehood, to be 

.. convicted and puniS~ as for perjury. . 

Care oj rphans.· , 

~RT VII., 

MISCELLANE;-S PROVISIONS. 

.. ,51~' (1) The Protector may G romit the care and custody Appoint-

h h'ild f -. . \..' t t (h . ment of of any orp an c, 0 an Imnllgmn 0 any person 'erelll- guardian of 
after termed u the guardian ") vv" m he may think a fit orphan~ 
and proper person to have the char of such orphan c.hild, 

, and may change such guardian whene er he thinks fit:. . 
(2) , The, Protector shall keep a Form Nb. 5. 

for the purposes of this section. 

, 52. 'Every 'person who­
(a), wilfully interfer~s ,:vith a guardian on any of the 

duties of his guardianship, or 
~ .. : (b) unlawfully removes ,or entices, or.a :t~mpts to 

. rem?ve or. ex:. tice, an orphan from the care an~custody 
, of hIS guardIan, '\ ' ' 

'shall be liable, :an the complaint of the Protector, to a li~e of 
, forty-eight dollars" or to imprisonment for three months\, 

. ~ 

Regulation of'festivals. 

Interference 
with 
guardian, 
etc. ' ' 

, 5~o' The Governor may make regulations for the govern ... , Reguia,tions* 
ment of the festivals of immigrants, and of the processions for gover.n~ 
held "by them in, connection, therewith, and for defining the ~:~~~~. 
routeqf su~h. P!ocessions, a:nd for preventing obstructions 
of ,the publIc hIghway.by reason of such processions, and 

'" For Regulati~ns. 'see R.G. 13.11.1913. 

2 (~) 
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for securing the due maintenance of the public peate and 
tranquillity during such festivals and processions. Every 
such regulation shall be published in the Royal Gazette. 

Application, ' 
of regula­
tions. 

54.' Any such regulations may be either general and 
apply to every plantation or public highway of the Colony 
or special and apply , only to a particular plantation or public 
highway, to be s:recified in the regulations. 

Contiaven­
tionof 
regulations. ' 

55. Every person who contravenes any such regulation 
shall be liable to a fine of ninety-six dollars, or to imprison­
ment for six months. Any person offending against this 
section maybe arrested without warrant by any constable 
within whose view the offence is committed and by him 
detained until he can be brought before a ~agist:J;ate or 
a Justice. 

Prosecution 
for contra­
ventibn. 

Decision of 
'question as 
to age 9f 
immigra,nt. 

Contraven­
tions of 
Ordinance 
not"pro­
vided for. 

56. Any prosecution for the "contravention of any such 
regulation may be instituted by' any constable. 

Questions as to age, etc. 
" 51N.ny qtiestion as to' the age of an immigrant which 
"may b~aised uuder this Ord.mance, otherwise than in a 
,court of ]u,stice, may be decided by" the Protector, and his 
decision sha be final. " 

58. In, any ca where no punishment is provided for the · 
contravention of a: of the provisions of this Orainance, 
every. perso:n who is uilty of such contravention shall be, 
,liable to a fine of t"\ven -four dollars. 

Validation of" 59. Notwithstanding an ing to the contrary contained" 
entries in in this" Ordinance or in any 0, he Ordinances mentioned in "marriage 
registers. the Second Schedule hereto, an ntry of marriage made in 

" the Register of Indian Immigranf ' Marriages kept by the 
Protector shall be deemed to be a to have been at all 
times valid and co:nclusive evidence 0 the marriage of the 
parties to whom the entry relates, if a da of marriage shall 
be specified in the Register and at such da: e the man shall .. 
have been at 'least sixteen years of age and he woman at 
least twelve years of age, as from such date, an in all other 
cases as from the date of registration. 



(Sections 14 and 21.) 

Name and 
Consecutive Address 
. Number. of the 

Bridegroom. 

Name and 
Address 
of the 
Bride. 

FIRST SCHEDULE.' 
FORM No. 1.. 

THE IMMIGRATION (INDIAN) ORDINANCE. 
Marriages Registered under the Ordinance. 

""Whether the >I< Name and t Name and 
Bride is a Address of the Address of the , 
Spinster, . Guardian of Guardian of 

,Widow, or ~the Bridegroom the Bride 
. Divorced, and his and his 
and whether relationship to relationshi~' 

she is the Bridegroom the~ 
adult or not. ,(if any). (if y). 

--~---

~ Special 
conditions 

(if any) .. 

• This Column will be blank if the Bridegroom is not represented by a Guardian. 
t This Column will be blank if the Bride is not represented by a Guardian. 

- ,~ 

.t. 

House, 
Estate, 
or other Date 

place and of 
Ward in· Registra-

which the .tion. 
marriage 

took place. 
-----

z o . 



(Sections 14 and 22.) 

onsecu-C 

N 
tive 

umber. 

----

Name and 
Address of 
husband. 

I-

L(/ 

Name and 
Address of 

,wife. 

,/./~/"/ 

FORM No.2., 

THE IMMIGRATION (INDIAN) ORDINANCE, 

Divorces Registered Under the Ordinance. 
Entry of Divorce. 

Honse, Estate, 
Manne,r or ,other 

Date De~crip- ,in which place and 
of tion of the divorce Ward in 

Divorce. Divorce. was which the 

Names ancl/ 
Addresses t 
witnesses 0 

the Q.i4Orce 
effected. divorce took , Vi(an~). 

place. 

, L 
I 

'/ 
i//// 

I,.~>""//' 
" 

1/·/'/ 

, / 

.~.' 
ij: mes and ' 

/fddresses of 
tbe witnesses 

z o . 
identifying Date of 

the party or Registra-
parties by tion. 
whom the 

divorce was 
efIected. 

..... ~--

\ 
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FORl\{ No.3. 

THE IMMIGRATION (INDIAN) ORDINANCE. 

'\ 
Declaration of Witnesses to a Divorce. 

We. A.B., of, etc., a.nd C.D., of, etc., severally declare as follows:-
l,\Each of us is of the same religion as E.P., of, etc., and G.B'J'of. etc., both of 

whoutare now present. that is to say [of the Shiah sect of MahomedansJ. 
\ . ' 

2 .. We were present on the day of , 19 , at when a 
divorce Between the said E.F. and G.H. was effected in -the following 'manner (that 
is to say) [describe manner of effecting divorce] and we severally say that such divorce 

_ was well and"truly effected according to the religion [of the Shiah sect of MahomedansJ.. 

3.' We are ~~ware that if the statements made by us respectively are false and if in 
making such statements .we eithe; kn<?w or believe them to be false or do not believe 
them to be true ~~ are liable to Impnsonment. 

"'\\. ...... 

.... 
Before me, '\',\. 

F.B.F. '\..., 
Registrar of the Disft:!ct of 

'\ 

"\ 
'\, 

-""" .... \~ ... 
'\ 

"\ 
FORM No.4. 

'\t;, 

Certificate of Exe~p,tion from Labour. 
TnmD~. ' , 

A.B. 
C.D . 

I hereby certify that the undermentioned\]mmigrant has completed term of 
service under.,indenture on plantation ah4 is ex.empt from lab~ur under the 
provisions of the I~migration ,(Indian) Ordinance:-"" . 

Name of Immigrant 
Father's Name 
Sex 

Age on Arrival 
Height 

No., Ship', and year of Arrival 
Date of Indenture 
Bodily Marks 

Number of Certificate 
Date .of Issue 

Dated this day of 

oo;:~'¥ 

" 
-,01.._ 

, 19 

(Signed) 

Pyotector of Immigrants. 

21 

(Section 22.), 

(Section 39.) 
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($ection 5] 
(2).) 

'\ 
No. Name. Sex. 

FORM No.5. 

. Register of Orphans. 

. 

Father. 
Age. No., Ship. and Year 

of Arrival. Name. No., Ship, and Year 
of ArrivaL 

\ 
I '\ 

\ 

\\\ 
~\ . 

··~()tnf'.r Guardian 
'\ . Date of Remarks. 

Name. :1.~ and Year Name. Residence. Adoption. 

\\\ 
= 

~. 

I 
.'1. 

'to 

\ 
I· I I '. 

__ l< ~, , 

"~\ 
"\.'\1. 

(SecHon 59.) . 

-,,\ 

SECOND SCHEDULE. 
. '. 

"'" ,.,~ 
The Immigrants' Marriage and Divorce\,Qrdinance, 1881. / 
The Immigrants' Marr~age and Divorce Or~al1ce, 1891. 
The Immigration Ordinance, 1896 (No. 12 6'\.1897). 
The Immigration (Amendment) Ordinance, 1899',l'.. 
The Immigration. Ordinance~ 1899. ~<"'--.'" 
The Immigration Ordinance (No. 161 of ,the 1905 Rihcised Edition of 

Ordinances) . . _..\ '~'" 
The ImmigratioA 'Ordinance, 1916. '''''''''' 

", 


