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Fifth Session First Parliament Republic of Trinidad 
and Tobago 

REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Act No. 17 of 1981 

[L.S.] 

AN AcT to • remove the legal disabilities of Children 
born out of wedlock. 

[Assented to 24th July, 19811 

ENACTED by the Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago as Enactme:a.t 

follows-
Preliminary 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the Status of short title and 
Children Act, 1981. commencement 
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(2) This Act shall come into operation on such 
date as the President may, by notice published in the 
Gazette, appoint. 

Interpretation 2. ( 1) In this Act-
" child" includes a person who has attained the 

age of eighteen years; 
"child born in wedlock" means a child whose 

parents were married to each other when 
the child was conceived or born or 
between those times, and "child not born 
in wedlock" means any other child; 

"marriage" includes a void or voidable 
marriage, and "marriage" has a corres­
ponding meaning; 

"Minister" means the member of Cabinet to 
whom responsibility for the administra­
tion of this Act is assigned; 

"Registrar General" means the person for the 
time being holding office as Registrar 
General under the Births and Deaths 

Ch. 29. No. 1 Registration Ordinance and includes any 
person for the time being discharging the 
duties of that office; 

(2) For the purposes of sections 13 to 17 in­
clusive-

"blood samples" means blood taken for the 
purpose of blood tests; 

"blood tests" means blood tests carried out 
and includes any test made with the 
object of ascertaining the inheritable 
characteristics of blood; 

"excluded" means excluded subject to the 
occurrence of mutation; 

"tester" means a medical ·practitioner desig­
nated by the Minister to carry out blood 
tests. 

Status of Children 
AII children of equal · 3. (1) Notwithstanding any other written law or rule 
status of law to the contrary for all the purposes of the law of 

Trinidad and Tobago-
(a) the status and the rights, privileges and 

obligations of a child born out of wedlock 
are identical in all respects to those of a 
child born in wedlock; 

. 
' 
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(b) save as provided in this Act, the status 
and the rights and obligations of the 
parents and all kindred of a child 
out of wedlock are the same as if the 
child were born in wedlock; but this 
provision shall not affect the status, rights 
or obligations of the parents as between 
themselves, 

(2) The rule of construction whereby in any Will, 
Deed, or other Instrument words of relationship, in the 
absence of a contrary expression of intention, signify 
relationship derived only from wedlock is abolished, 

(3) For the purpose of construing any instrument 
words denoting a family relationship shall, in the 
absence of a contrary expression of intention, cease to 
be presumed to refer only to relationship by marriage 
and for the purpose of construing any instrument, in 
the absence of a contrary expression of intention, 
cease to be presumed to refer only to relationship by 
marriage and for the purpose of construing any instru­
ment, in the absence of a contrary expression of 
intention, reference to a child or children includes a 
child or children whether or not born wedlock. 

(4) Subsections (1) to (3) shall apply respect 
to every person, whether born before or after the 
commencement of this Act, and whether born in 
Trinidad and Tobago or not, and whether or not his 
father or mother has ever been domiciled in Trinidad 
and Tobago. 

4. (1) This Act does not affect rights which became Application of 

vested before its commencement. this Act 

(2) Save as provided in subsection (1) this Act 
applies to persons born and instruments executed 
before as well as after its commencement. 

5. For the purposes of the administration or Protection of 

distribution of the estate of any deceased person or of !"e~sonal represen-
t. t:atives and trustees 

any other property held upon trust-
(a) A person born out of vvedlock shall be 

presumed not to have been survived by 
his father or any other paternal relative 
unless the contrary is shown; 
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(b) a person born in wedlock shall be pre­
sumed not to have been survived by a 
child of his father, father's mother, grand 
father or mother's mother born out of 
wedlock unless the contrary is shown, 

and no trustee or personal representative shall be 
liable to any such person of whose claim he has not 
had notice at the time of the conveyance or distribu­
tion, but nothing in this section shall prejudice the 
right of any person to follow the property or any pro­
perty representing it, into the hands of any person 
other than a bona fide purchaser without notice who 
may have received it. 

Evidence as to Parenthood 
Presumptions as to 
parenthood or child 6, (l) Subject to subsections ( 2) and 3) a child 
born during b - ~ d · u h · · h" t marriage Ofll to a WOman _Uflllto> er marnage, or Wlt lll en 

months after the marriage has been dissolved by death 
or otherwise, shall, in the absence of evidence to the 
contrary, be presumed to be the child of his mother and 
her husband, or former husband, as the case may be. 

Recognition of 
paternity 

( 2) Subsection ( 1) shall not apply if, during the 
whole of the time within which the child must have 
been conceived, the mother and her husband were 
living apart from each other whether as a matter of fact 
or under a decree or order of separation, or decree 
nisi of divorce, made by a competent court or authority 
in Trinidad and Tobago or elsewhere. 

( 3) Subsection ( 1) shall not apply where a child 
is born within ten months after the dissolution of the 
marriage of his mother by death or otherwise, and 
after she has married again, and in such case there 
shall be no presumption as between the husband of the 
mother and her former husband that either is the 
father of the child, and the question shall be determined 
on the balance of probabilities in each case. 

7. The relationship of fath~r and child, and any 
other relationship traced in any degree through that 
relationship shall be recognised only if~ 

(a) the father and the mother of the child 
were married to each other at the time of 
his conception or birth or between those 

.~ 

times; or 
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(b) 
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paternity has been registered in a register 
of birth pursuant to the Births and Deaths 
Registration Ordinance or established by ch. 29. No. 1 

any of the modes specified in section 8 
or 10. 

161 

8. (1) If, pursuant to section 20 of the Births E:idence. and proof 

D h • . 0 d. h f h f tl ox patermty eat s RegistratiOn r mance t e name o t e a 1er ch. 29. No. 1 

of the child to whom the entry :relates has been entered 
in the register book of births (whether before or after 
the commencement of this Act) a certified copy of the 
entry made or given and purporting to be signed in 
accordance with section 45 of that enactment shall be 
prima facie evidence that the person named as the 
father is the father of the child. 

( 2) A paternity order within the meaning of the 
Family Law (Guardianship of Minors, Domicile and Act No. 15 

Maintenance) Act, 1981, shall be prima facie evidence of 1981 

of the fact of paternity in any subsequent proceedings 
whether or not between the same parties. 

(3) A paternity order made under section shall, 
for all purposes, be prima facie proof of the matters 
contained in it. 

( 4) An order made in any 
Trinidad and Tobago declaring a person be 
father or putative father of a child, being an 
which this section applies shall be facie 
that the person declared to be or putative 
father, as the case may be, is the the 

{5) The President may from time 
order published in the Gazette, declare that subsec~ 
tion ( 4) applies with respect to orders made by 
court or public authority in any 
outside Trinidad and Tobago or bv anv specified 
or public authority in any such co~ntry. -

9. ( 1) Any statutory declaration made by the Acknowledgements 

th f l "ld d b- k · d' . may be filed with 
IDO er 0 a Clll an y any person aC cllOWle g:mg Registrar General 

that he is the father of the child and further dedarin!! 
that such person exhibited evidence of identifi~atio~ 
togethe~ with a statement specifying the nature 
such ev1dence or a duplicate or any 
such statutory declaration in the prescribed 
manner and on payment of the prescribed fee, if 
be filed in the office of the Registrar General. · 
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Act No, 15 
of 1981 

Power of Court to 
make paternity 
order 
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( 2) In case a person who is in Trinidad and 
Tobago the authorities before whom a statutory 
declaration for the purposes of subsection ( 1) may be 
made are a notary public, a magistrate or some other 
person lawfully authorised under the Oaths Ordinance 
to administer oaths. 

( 3) In the case of a person who is not in Trinidad 
and Tobago the authorities before whom a statutory 
declaration for the purposes of subsection ( 1) may be 
made are a Trinidad and ~obago diplomatic agent or a 
consular officer or a notary public or some other person 
lawfully authorised to adm_inister oaths in the country 
or place where declaration is made. 

( 4) The Registrar General shall upon the request 
of any person who he is satisfied has a proper interest 
in the matter and, on receipt of the prescribed fee, if 
any, cause a search of any index statutory declara­
tions filed with him under subsection ( l) to be made, 
and shall permit any such person to inspect any such 
declaration or any duplicate or copy thereof. 

( 5) Vllhere the High Court makes a paternity 
order under section 10 or where a JV!agistrate's Court 
raakes a paternity order within the meaning of 

Domicile and 
Registrar the High Court 

case may be, shaH 
of such order the Registrar General 

office under this section, and on his 
such copy the Registrar General shaH 

as if it were an instrument of the 
subsection ( 1), 

that any named 
is the her child; or 

(b) alleges that the relationship father and 
child exists between himself and any 
other person; or 

(c) that is father an unborn 








































