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AGRICULTURAL FIRES. 1915 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 

No. 40.-1915. 

I ASSENT, 
[L.S.] 

S. W. KNAGGS, 
Actiny Govej·noj• 

29th December, 1915. 

AN ORDINANCE relating to the regulation and pre
vention of agricultural ·fires. 

[29th Decernber, 1915.] 

B• ·.· •••·· E it enacted by thg EJ.overnor of Trinidad and Tobago 
.·.· . with the advice ana Consent of the Legislative Council 

thereof as follows:- <~(';o'{·J~,. 
' -~ ':>;~~_!!:~'\. ' . ·-\·:;;.~\{ii>~'< . . -- ._ 

short 'mle; . ·•· ,,,1. This Ordinane'e ,_may hEtlltt,~¢1. as the Agricultural Fires 
Ordinance, 1915. · · 

Interpre~ 

tation. 

"' -·- -<~ ·.:-·/?- ·.·-.. -- .. .-· . ' •<\: 
· : '' Occupier" means the person having the immediate 

charge! or management of any plantation or land, and 
:.io.cludes an occupying owner, a tenant, contractor or cane 
··farmer. 

,.· ..• ''(Jrop" means any growing crop, tree, wood, or under
. 'vV0bd, orotherproduce of the soil, whether cultiVated or not. 

. . ''Trash" means any megass, straw, brushwood, or 
other inflammable matter. 

" Set fire to land" mean the setting fire to any crop 
or trash growing or being in or upon any land. 

. "; ... .. 

1 
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" Crown Lands" mean any lands vested in His Majesty 
His Heirs or Successors. 

"Clear days" shall be reckoned exclusive of the day on 
which any notice shall be given, and of the day on which 
any act mentioned in such notice shall be done . 

1915 

. 3.-(1.) I~ s~all be lav:rful for the Govern~r, !=>Y proclama- i:;~'h~l.~t may 

tron, to prohiint the settmg of fir13 to land w1thm such parts setting fire 

of the Colony and within such times to be specified in such to land. 

proclamation as the Governor may see fit; and any person 
who, after the publication of and within the time specified in 
such proclamation, sets fire to any land within any part of th0 
Colony mentioned in such proclamation, is liable to a penalty 
not eKCeeding fifty pounds or to imprisonment with or with-
out hard labour, for any term not exceeding six months. 

(2.) A proclamation under the preceding Sub-section 
shall be published in the Royal Gazette and shall take effect 
as from a date to b~ mentioned in such proclamation, and 
it shall be lawful for the Governor to issue such proclama
tions from time to time and to alter or revoke the same by 
proclamation in the Royal Gazette. 

(3.) The production of a copy of the Royal Gazette 
containing any proclamation as aforesaid shall be pri'J1'//l 
fctcie evidence in all courts and for all purposes whatever of 
the due making and tenor of such proclamation. 

l!i.-(1.) Every person desirous of setting fire to land Procedure. by h 11 ._ , · --·.·;~- persondes1rmg 
s a . . .. ·""1~ to se-t fire. 

(a.) 

(b.) 

(c.) 

(d.) 

Cause an open space of at least 25 feet in"width*' 
to be cleared round the land ; 
Cause all inflammable matter to be carefully 
removed from such space ; 
Q~:YI3 to the Warden of the Ward in which the 
land is' situated a notice in writing specifying 
the local situation, extent and abuttals of 
the land; 
S£p.d tQJ;haJiY.§rde,r:t,_~~QE)_rti_fic;~i_e from a neigh
bouring land owner in the form in the Schedule 
hereto ; and 
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If he is a contractor, cane farmer, or tenant 
send to the Warden the consent in writing of 
the person from whom he holds such land or 
the attorney, manager, assignee, or successor 
in title of such person. · 

(2.) Upon receiving the notice and certificate and also 
where required the consent in the preceding Sub-section 
mentioned, the Warden may in his absolute discretioi1, 

. ·xiE' ,·\. either ·grant a license to set fire to the land or cause a 
· < :.further inspEtction to be made and a furtb er certificate in r;, 

.. ·.. 'like. form as aforesaid to be given by a competent person to 
· be named by him before granting the license. 

FoTm of 
license. 

(3.) If any such .cextificate shall be false in any parti
cular, the person wh~in~j..lfes the same, or any l1JlJ2liCal).t for 
a license who tenders, JJJ&,ers. or guY, off tJte S}pJ:le or ~.RY 
Qi~!~l~.e 9~~~i:ficate is liable to a penalty not exceeding £50 . 

• ••• -~ ..;<• :_ .• -.·.; •• _. •• -. 

··.· .. · ( 4.) .A,_Iid~u~'e.to set :fire to land shall specify the period, 
not,(olxceeding fourteen days at the most, within whieh such 
license ~hall be in force .and the hours during which. fire 
I1laybe set. Provided always that no such day shall be a 
.day prohibited by any proclamation of the Governor. 

(5.) The powe~~ cofr~e.t,;red by this section on a Warden 
may be exerq'i~e:f!b';Y~any pe~son authorised .by writing under 
the hahd o£ tli13"~Wifden s6 to tJ~ercise them.·· 
:. -. __ ' ' '::-:~·:<·"··-,:~_ :- --~~:.: .. :·;·_~-:-~---_· :_-::.-~;_::_.-:::{~;f__ ' ~~~~-~(::~y;~:;- - ~-

Burning .;5·>~9.t~i'ng in th~s''Ordinance "''S~~~ia'Bd shall apply to 
diseased trnes, sl;),tjgug:'::fue: to any cocoa or coconut tree for the purpose of 
plants, etc. eradicating or preventing the dissemination of any disease or 

pesfwithin the meaning of the Plant Protection Ordinance, 
>1911 or any Ordinance amending the same or extending 

.. jhe provisions thereof, or to setting fire to any tree, plant 
Yorgrowth in pursuance of an order of an Inspector appointed 

:tJ.nd8r the said Ordinance, or to setting fire to any tree, 
shrub, ~growth or underwood on any land which is being 
clearedfo~ the ?onstr~ction of a railway under the provisions 

··of the Ra1lways Ordmance, No. 145, or for the construe
.· tion or maintenance by the Public Works Department of 

any rofl.d under the provisions ofthe Roads Ordinances. 

,, 

\ 

'I 
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6.- (1.) Every person to whom a license shall be granted Notice to 

under this Ordi1iance, shall forty eight hours at ·the least !~l~]J,o~~~1 to 

before :fire shall be set to such land, serve or cause to be 
served on the Officer or N on-commissionedOfficer in charge 
of the Constabulary station. nearest to such land, and on 
the occupiers of all lands adjoining the land in respect of J ruA-
which such license may be granted, a notice specifying, the r r 

days on and the hours during which it is intended to set :fire 
to such land. ' 

_,-- ~' 

(2.) In the case of land occupied by_ a tBnant 
than a tenant for years, or by a contrac.tor or ·a cane 
the notice in the preceding Sub-section mentioned as "~·-~"' 
to be served on all occupiers of adjoining land shall be 
served upon the person of whom such tenant, contractor or 
cane farmer immediately holds, as well as upon such 
tenant, contractor or cane farmer. . . 

. . . . ./.-~-~:.-;'c~--

7. Every such notice may be served on any o~~;by Service of 

delivering the same to him in person, or by leaving the san:Ie nottce. 

at his residence on such a.djoining l8.nd with some person 
actually residing therein, or if there be no such residence, or 
no person can be found therein, then by affixing such notice 
in some open and conspicuous place upon such adjoining land._ 

8.-(1.) It shall be the duty-. Fires to b" 
. . . __ ,_. wvJtched. 

(a.) Of e;x;~J:'Y pers~n whenever :fiJ;e shall be set to any 
land' ttiider a lic(3nse granted to him under this 
Ordinance ; , , . _. · -

(b.) Of every·;S'~~upier of land whenever he has 
notice that any :fire has come on to or is on his 
land; · 

so long as any :fire shall be on any such land, to cause the 
same to be closely watched either by himself or by some 
responsible servant or agent to be by hini appointed for 
such purpose, and it shall be the duty of such person or 
owner to use every endeavour by himself his servants 
and agents to extinguish any :fire which rr..ay escape or 
extend from the land on which any :fire shall have been 
set by him into any neighbouring lands or to extinguish 
any :fire that may have come on to or be on his land. 
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(2.) Any person contravening the provisions of this 

section is liable to a penalty not exceeding Twenty Pounds. 

£1. Every person who 

(a.) Sets fire to 'o'r procures, aids or abets the setting 
fire to, ttny ·land without a license under this 
Ordinance; or 

• 'So 
,.)<'._,\ 

~"(b.) Acts in contravention of the provisions of 
Section 6 of this Ordinance ; 

is liable to a penalty not e~cef,J1ding' £50. t-'V "'Q! j ;"";-"'<-S 
Setting fire 
contrary to 
license. 

• -.r !/'!}- ~"-VJ, ~~· f""--J ~Tl ~-'t>.eov-,... ..... ~- p__, __ 

10. If fire slml! be set to any land. in respect of which a 
license has been granted under this Ordinance at any time 
other than on the days or during the hours specified in the 
license, the occupier of the land is liable to a penalty not 
exceeding £l,Q.;~~; 

Proof of 11. On tn~Jrf~l of any information for any offence under 
setting fire. f,thi~cJ'!Jtli):l~;riQ(l, 'lrrg,~f of any crop or tra'sh growing or bein!l' 

inoi 1lpo~~&iiy)ai{<'f4?i;ving been on fire shall be primd facie 
eviqe:t'lc~aga;tns.t.t!1;"6,J)~wupier of such land of such fire having 
.be(:l~~;s~t~BC:l.!\~~?('~;tWut)~occupier or with his authority . 

. .;~::;;-- - - . __ :·.~o_.;_;, . •',----· -·-. , ':;:,;';'=<' :\;_':;- .···_{ -·~f.~ 

Charcoa(~its. !2i' n·.i:Jhid~.IT(,!~fhel'·;lawful for any person to open or use 
ari.}CI?i~(l~ a:qy>f~il_g,}~f;·Plte'making of charcoal, ~vithout the 
licE)il;se '''Qf:it~e .~~taeh of·the:c,W ard within which such pit 
~h'aJLJ;)e ·fjit.uate.; #i.d · every''sl.tflfl Warden before granting 

;;.,!11'iy5%'iJ~b:·"1icense &11~11 personal1~~'fp,§pect or cause to b~ 
·· '' i'ri.sp~ct~<f'bJsome c~ihpetent persC\'bt,tJJ,e place in which it 
',· iiorproposed to open or use such pit, and on such inspection, 
, <jf:he shall be of opinion that such pit may be used without 

'';y(danger of fire, may grant a license for the same; and every 
> such license shall be and remain in force until the thirty
< first day Of December of the year in which such licensfl m·ay 

,, ..• . N~ granted. 

, usingcharcoaJ <.fa. Any person who sh!tll open or use any pit for the 
~;~~'n.:V:thout · making of charcoal without a sufficient license under this 

Ordinance in. that behalf is liable to a penaity not exceeding 
Twenty Pounds, or to imprisomrtent for any term not 

. exceeding three months, with or without hard labour. 
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il!. Every person who shall wilfully set fire to any Crown Setting fire to 

lands except by virtue of an order in writing of the Warden ~i~:O~fands 
of the Ward within which such lands may be situate, to be authority. 

made under the authority of this Ordinance, is liable to a 
penalty not exceeding Fifty Pounds or to imprisonment 
with or without hard labour for any term not exceeding 
six months. 

15. It shall be lawful for the Warden of any ward within Warden may 
· C 1 d b · b d • orderfirilwof whwh any rown an s may e situate, y an or er 111 Crown Ja,;ii,. 

writing under his hand, to make order for the setting of fire 
to any such land on any day, not being a day prohibited by 
any proclamation of the Governor ; and public notice of 
such order. having been made shall be given by affixing 
copies of such Order in some open and conspicuous part of 
the several Oonr,tabulary stations within the several Wards 
within which such land or any part thereof may be situate, 
at least ten clear days before the first day to be appointed in 
or by. such order for setting fire to such land : provided 
always that no such order for setting fire to any CJrown lands 
shall be made in any case where the Sub-Intendant of 
Crown· Lands shall prohibit the makib:g thereof. 

16. Every person who carries al1Y lighted torch or other Carrying 

matt.er in a state of ignition, not sufficiently enclosed so as ~'tfc~tecl torch, 

to prevent danger from fire, in or upon any public road or 
any Crown lands, is liable to a penalty not excee,ding ~ive 
Pounds. ( . . . . .•.. o.' J ·': ,,,,,,,,,,, .' .·: ., •• ;.,,,:, ...... ·;I 

'-· ~/ J:~'-(' - . . 

17. Every person wh9·'''smokes upon any plantation save Smoking, &c. 

and except within a dwelling house, or carries any lighted on plantatwn. 

torch or other matter in a state of ignition not sufficiently 
enclosed so as to prevent danger from fire upon any planta-
tion, is liable to a penalty not exceeding Five Pounds. 

18.-(1.) Where a fire has broken out ori any land, the Po"erto enter 

Warden of the Ward in which such land is situate or any of ~~l~~~l;hfire. 
his Ward Officers or any Commissioned or Non-Commissioned 
Officer of Constabulary may if he thinks fit enter upon the 
land where such fire may be, and upon any land to which 
there may be reasonable cause of apprehension that such 
fire may spread, and do all such matters and things as such 
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Warden or Officer shall reasonably deem to be necessary for 
the purpose of extinguishing such fire or preventing the 
growth and spreading thereof. 

Persons (2:} Such Warderi.m Officer may also if necessary call 
present may .· . 0 · · l · 1 • th t · 
be called upon upon-· ann reqmre every rna e person WHO 18 at e 1me 
to assist. within a reasonable distance of any such fire to be aidirig 

and r,ssisting in the extinction of such fire ; and any such. 
person who after being so called upon and required shall 
refuse or fail to be aiding or assisting as he may be directed by 
such Warcen or Officer as aforesaid is liable to a penalty not 
exceeding Five Pounds, unless he proves to the satisfaction 
of th<:) Magistrate that at the time of such fire he was under 
the age· of fourteen years or above the age of sixty years, 
or was prevented by bodily sickness or infirmity from being 
so aiding and assisting. · 

~--.,~~;',,, (3.) The£,~ct that any such Warden or Officer 
· .!hits called u IJOlf,._and require~!: lili'Y ]fiale person to be aiding 

.. .and a,ssistiiJ.~Xi~*~i ,the extirictiallti'~~c~tt.Y such fire shall be 
, iloo.q,plg~i~~~('ff:,~lls"PWPoses that the person so called upon and 

tequired·wa,s:a£•stl.tili'1time as aforesaid within a reasonable 

dis~;~:~\·~1;,~t?}~~~:t~~·~f~l9, · . · 
Who maic . •·· 1~.~ (1J AJI-9.Jh~~~?g~:;Jincler this Ordinance may be pro-

' ~~~~~~ies. secute(l hEifor~ ~;~~~~j~~W~1~;\~,}~.~ _xnanner lai~ clown in the 
. Ff'<J , Sull1mary0o~~Iqt('fJ!;i,~~r~il,f~s·~l~ci~~{'!~ttJOrdmance, ~r. ljt!i . 

···.· ... ··•. .i(2:). #:fLoffence§ tl:I'lEleii· S'yption lZ .he~!3~0~ma;rhe-p-rtP-
-'~ ·' ;.secuted;i:)p. thejnfoirp_!l:tion of.th(> 9:ccupi~:f.}pthe-_rJl:&!'tba;~ 

1, .· t.c 1 .::v~ orl<t:i:td on, which the ·offence shal[:l:J.a.ve":'·heen eommi1oteel. 
~-~r:t· 6< ~frt%~!A1I_other :Offences under this Ordinance may be prosecuted 

. ,J~ • '1 .~. Appropr1~J~cpn2~e ;t;~::::e: :~c:::r::r:::·er this Ordinance shall be 
tion. • paid into the Colonial Treasury for the use of His Majesty 

···the King.·· 

Rewarit;;/ .... 2-i. Notwit.hstanding the provisions of Section 20 of this 
informer. -

Ordinance, the Governor in Executive Council may award 
and direct payment by the Receiver-General to any person 
or persofiSwho has or have given information leading to the 
recovery. of any penalty, such p()rtion, not exceeding a 
moiety in the aggregate, as he may think proper. 

0 

• 

-. 
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This section shall be in force only at such times and 
in such districts as the Governor may from time to time 
prescribe by proclamation to be published in the Royal 
Gazette. 

. 1915 

. • . :J-; • . ·' ·-: c 

22. If any person is convieted of. any offence. under Imprisonment 
Sections 4, 8, 9, 10, 16, 17 or. 18 of this Ordinance, and ~~Y~~~f~/1 

makes default in the payment of any penalty imposed by penalty. 
· such conviction, every sueh person shall be imprisoned 
· either with or .without hardJabour for e,ny term not exceed

ing six months. 

23. Nothing in this Ordinance contained shall take awtty Liability lor 
a. · · h 1 1· b'l·t f f· a . f aamao·ecansed or 1m1ms t 1e 1a 1 1 y o any person or any amaige rom by fir~ .. 

fire caused by the act or neglect of sueh person or his servant. 

24!. Nothing in this Ordinance contained shall extend.-.~fXPort-o!-Spain, 
th n 't f p t " S · d fi d f t' L ···t'•·•·••"·San.Fernando .e ol y o or -or- pam as e ne , rom 1me uO J.J::!Jc!i,t'·~ii<l?Arima. 

under the provisions of . the Port-of-Spain . Oorpora't~~f.0§l 
Or?inance, 1914,:-~f,.:~~~~f@:U:ghs of San Fernando' 'Of,? ' 
Anma. · - ... ;,·'''5' .. ~.-·._c-"e""·~·-:--<-- --

25. The Ordinances N~s. 6 of 1910 and 5 of 19 t'3 are Repeal. 
hereby repealed . 

Passed in Council this Seventeex1th day of December, in 
the year of Our Lord one. · nine hnndred and fifteen. 

J. M. FARFAN, 
Acting Clerk of the Ootmcil. 

',_,-. 
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SCHEDULE. 

FORM OF CERTIFICATE. 

·-··"-

I of in the W ~rd of 

land owner (or the,_ person named by Warden of the 

Ward ~'~~~~~~.0\i~l;"•~ '• .. to make the inspection. req11ired by Section 4 

of th(l A!Jft~u'ft~·]fifeifOrdinance, 1915) here by certify as follows :-

.. :,;·':'0IYl~l\(~r~:[f~~;t~;w\'ri;p~cted on the day of 

· · · til€: 1and to which of is desirous 

has caused au or.en space of at 

•i''l;::f,';;,J~et. in width to be cleared all 
::: •· ;'·.- '!_,-: ~ :;-_.;mfilr:~::;.::z;;;~- .:~:'>:·:·~~.;- ~ ; . ., --

h.i:s"Bareftiny;•cw,n;oved all inflam
m.<ttt,~rfrom.Su•ch.space . 

. >,;};,\(.:·~_,,~ 
. -··''< 

·_-~:<{~~:-~--. 

,Signed) 

'N .'B.-Th'6- person giving· or uttering· a certificate false in any particular is liable to a 
penalty nOt exceeding £50 and in default of payment to imprisonment with or without 

··hard labour ._foJ; -a term not exceeding six months. 


