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1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Marriage 

AdministratiO(J. 
2. The Registrar General shall be the Registrar of Marri-

ages under this Ordinance, and shall keep at his office in 
Port-ai-Spain a general reelster of marriages in the Co19ny. 

f. The Registrar of shall be, in of his 
office, District Registrar of MiViages within the City of 
Port-oj-Spain. .. 

4. It shall DC la,vfu l for the Governor to appoint such 
persons as he shall see fit to be District Regi!:rars of 
Marriages for the Boroughs of San Fernando and Arima,.. 
and every person so appointed shall hold office during the 
Governor 's pleas'tre. • 

5. The Warden' of each County shall be, in right of his 
office, District Registrar of Marriages within the Wards 
comprised in such County, and such "Vards shall be deemed 
the district of such District Registrar: (. 

Provided that all powers and duties conferred and imposed 
on a Warden as District Registrar of Marriages under this 
Ordinance may be exercised and performed by an 
Warden . 
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Marriage Officers. 
6. (1) It shall be lawful for the Governor, or any. Maniage 

person duly authorised by him, to grant licences to such 
persons being ministers of any Christian religion, as the s: 2. • 
Governor or such authorised person may, in his discretion, . 
think fit, to be Marriage Officers, and, without assigning 
any reasorA'or so doing. to cancel any such licence. 

(2) A licence under this section shall be in the form Schedule A. 
given in Schedule A hereto. 

(3) of the granting or cancellation of any such 
licence shall be published in the Royal Gazette. Every sucii 

,,"otiee shall take effect from the date of publication. 
" 
7. Any minister of religion V{ho desires to. be licensed as a App!ication 

Marriage Officer shall make application to the Colonial for hcc!,CO as . . a Marn3gc 
Secretary. ·Such application shall state the dwelling-place Officcr. 
of the applicant and the arne of the religious denomination 
to which he belongs, and shall be accompanied by a certifi-

• cate from the local head of such religious denomination to 
the effect that the applicant is a fit and proper person to be 
licensed as a Marriage Officer. ,.. .. 

• • 
8. It shall be lawful for y MarCage Officer, subject to 

the approval in writing of the local head o( his religious . 
denomination , to resign his appointment 30 such. Any 
such shall be notified in the R oyal Cazette, and 
shall take effect from the date of publication. 

• .9. It shall be' lawful for any Marriage Qiicer to act as such 
. in any part of the Colony. . . ad in any 

p3rt of the 
CJlony. 

District · Registrar shall keep affixed in a District· 
place in his office a list of all licensed Marriage Registra,", 
h· h Ii t hall b h e1li I f to keep IS 5' W IC Sse stated t e dw ng-p ace 0 of Mamage 

• each Officer, and the narne or other description of Officers. 
• the plo.ce or places of public wors\lip (if any) at which he 

acts as a minister of religion. • 
&_--------
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'" 

( relimillaries to solemnizal-i01t oj marriage. 
11. Marriage may be solemnized-

(a) under the authority of a District Registrar's 
cert ificate or District Registrars' certificates ; or 

(b) under the authority of a Marriage Officer's 
certificate or Marriage Officers' certificates; or 

(e) under the authority of a licence from the 
Governor ; or 

(d) under the provisions of section 41. 

12. (1) In every case of marriage intended to be solem-
nized under ,the authority of a District Registrar's certificatt( 
or Dist rict Regist rars' certificates, each of the parties soaU 
give notice of the intended marriage. in the form given in 
Schedule B hereto (making the declaration therein con-
tained) . to the District Registrar of the district '\vithin 
which he or she has respectively resided for not less than 
seven days next preceding the datQ of such notice: 

,Provided that when each of the parties to the intended 
marriage shall have resided for the required period in the • 
same dist rict, a single notice shall be' sufficient, 

• (2) On the receipt of a notice of an intende :larriage, 
such District Registrar sftall forthwith enter the particulars 
set forth in such notice. and a.l(J the date of the receipt of 
such notice, in- a book to be called'the .. Marriage Notice 
Book," and shall suspend a copy of such notice in a con-
spicuous in his office for a period of not P.SS than 
seven days from t,he time t?f the receipt thereof. 

(3) For every entry made in the Marr iage Notice 
Book the District Registrar shall be ent itled to a fee of 
twenty-four and such Marriage Notice Book shall be 
open at all reasonable times, without fee, to all persons 
des ' .. r,;us of inspecting the same. -

13. (1) Every District Registrar , not being the Registrar 
of Marriages, shall forthwith transmit to the Registrar of 

of to Marriages a copy of every such entry which shall have been ' 
RegI5h.!..r. made by him as in the last preceding section provid(:d, and 

such Registrar of Marriages shall, on the receipt of such 

• 
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14. At any time not more than six months nor less tban of 
seven days after the entry of notice, the District Registrar, 
upon beintrequested so to do by or on behalf of the 'party c !rtificate. 
by whom such notice was given, and in case no lawful 

fb'niediment shall have been shown to the satisfaction of such 
District Registrar why such certificate should not issue, and 
in case no caveat shall have been entered against the issue 
of such certificate in the maIUler hereinafter mentioned, 
shaU issue under his hand a certificate according to the form 
given in Schedule C hereto, and every such certificate shall Schedule c... 
state the particulars set forth in the notice, and the date on 
which the notice was entered, and that no caveat has been 

- entered against t he issue of such certificate, and that the full 
period of seven days has elapsed since the entry of such 
notice; and for every such certificate the District Registro:.r 
shall' be e\:-titled to a fee of twentyJour cents. . 

O . . . 
. 15. (1) In every case of marnage 'ntended to be solem- to 

• nized under the' authority of a Marriage Officer 's certificate 
"J or Marriage Officers' certificates, each of the tparties shall 

give notiOe of the intended marriage, in the form given in 
Schedule D hereto (making the declaratio.n therein con-: 5<:hedule D .. 
tained), to the Marriage Officer of the congregation to which 
he or she respectively belongs or is considered to be attached, 

'"' or ·if not belonging or not considered to be-attached to any 
congregation then to any Marriage Officer in the district 
in which he or she has respectively resided for not less"an 

days next pJ"eceding the date of such notice : _ 
that when each of the parties to the intended 

belongs to the same congregation a single notice · 
sufficient. ' . 

• (2) On receipf of a notice of an intended marriage, 
_ such Marriage Officer shall forthwith enter the particulars . . 

I 
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}II a ry·iage. , 
set forth in such notice, and also the date of the receipt of 
such no{lce. in a book to be kept by him and to be called the 
.. Marriage Banns Book," and shall suspend a copy of such 
notice for a period extending two Sundays from the 
date of the receipt t hereof on a notice board to be kept ... 
affixed on the outside of the principal door of the place of 
worship at which he acts as minister of 

(3) Such Marriage Officer shall also, by himself or by 
some other person by him duly authorised, pu,blish the banns 
of marriage between the parties named in such, notice in the 
place of public worship at which he acts aSt minister of 

The. public<7tion . be. made in an audible 
manner sometIme dunng dIvme servIce on a Sunday, and 

SchNlu!c E. shall be in the words as nearly as may be given in ScheduleC 
hereto, and shall be made for Sundays, during mOl"bing 
or evening service. 

'Marriage 
Officer to 
send cop:ies 
of entries to 
Registrar. 

bsuc of 

Ofl'lcer s 
certificate. 

Scbedule F. 

16. (1) Every Marriage Officer shall forthwith transmit to 
the Registrar of Marriages a copy" of every entry which shall 
nave been made by him as in the last preceding section 
provided, and such Registrar of Marriages shall, on tht 
receipt of such entry, file and preserve the s.ame among the 
records of his office . • . (2) Every Officer who, withoutCreasonable 
cause or. excuse, shall fail tOt transmit to the Registrar of 
Marriages a copy of t:{my entrj in accordance with the pro-
visions of this section shall be liable. on-summary conviction, 
for every se ch offence, to a fine of twenty-four dollars. 

17, At any time after publication of banns is complete and 
before the expiration of six months from the entry of notice, 
the Marriage O[ficer, upon being requested so to do by or on • 
behalf of the party by whom such,notice was given, and in 
case no lawful iII).pediment shall have been shown to the 
sL';'sfaction of such ' Marriage Officer why such certificate" 
should not issue, and in case no caveat shall have been 
entered against the issue of such certificate in the Vlanner 
hereinafter mentioned, shall issue under his hand a certificate 
according to the form given in Schedule F hereto, and every 
such certificate shall state the particulars set forth in the 
notice, and the date on which the notice was and 

\. 
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1:hat no caveat has been entered against the issue of such 
certificate, and that the banns have been publi;hed in the 
Planner required by this Ordinance; and for every such 
ecrtificate such Marriage Officer shall be entitled to a fee 
of twenty-four cents. 

- -' 
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18. In case of persons residing in the Colony intending 
-that a marriage shall be solemnized between them, it shall 
be lawful for the Governor, if he shall t hink fit, to dispense Governor. 
with the giving of notice, and with the issue of the cer tificate 
-of a Disbi,ct -Registrar or a Marriage Officer, and to grant 
his licence, which shall be in the form given in Schedule G Schedule G. 
hereto or to the like effect. authorising the solemnization 
c/, marriage between the parties named in such licence: 
Provided that before any such licence shall be issued, one 
of t he parties to the intended marriage shall appear person-
ally before the Registrar of Marriages, and shall make 
affidavit or solemn declaration that there is not any 
impediment of consaPguinity or affinity or other lawful 
hindrance to the said marriage. and either that the consent 

• . of the person or persons whose consent to such marriage is 
required by law has been obtained. or that no such consent 
is required. or that such marriage has been authorised 
by the i/tief Justice as hereinafter provided; and for 
such licence the party it shall pay the sum of 
$14.40 to the Registrar 0bMarriag.s. 

• • Every such affidavit or declaration shall be preserved by 
the Registrar of Marriages among the recorO> of his office . 

• 
19. (1) In any case in which one of the parties Spec!a..l 

..(hereinafter referred to as the .. resident pa.rty JJ) to a 
to be solemnized o. contracted under where one 

t of this Ordinance is resident in the Colony 
party to such intended marriage ma.rriage 

to as the" non-resident party JJ ) is not so 
be the Governor or any person duly Colon)'!"" 

by him. tf the Governor or such authorised Ord.24-1943, 
shall think fit and if the provisions of section 20 of 

Ordinance have been complied with. by a writing s. 3. ' 
his hand (hereinafter referred to as If the Governor's ·r .. "ithci,rity,"), to ' authorise the District Registrar to whom 

J 
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Schedule Gl. 

AppUcntion 
lor authoti· 
aatlon under 
section 19. 
Ord.24-1943. 

8. 2. 
Ord.24-1941 • 

• . 4. 

.- n 
Ch. 29. No. Ma"iage. , 
notice of jntended marriage bas been given by the resident 
party to Issue his certificate in accordance with the pro-
visions of section 14 of this in respect of the 
non-resident party as if notice had been given -to him 
by such non-resident party jointly with the resident party 
and as if such non-resident party had the residential 
qualification prescribed in section 12 of this . . 

(2) The authority mentioned in the last 
subsection (hereinafter referred to as .. the Governor's 
authority") shall be, as nearly as may be, in the fann in 
Schedule G1 hereto . 

20. (1) Before the Governor', authority may be grante,!l. 
the following conditions shall be complied with-

(a) the resident party shall have given notice of the 
intended marriage in the manner provided by section 12 
to the District Registrar of the district within which he 
has previously resided for less than seven days. 
next preceding the date of such notice; 

(b) not less than seven days but not more than e 
five months shall have elapsed since the entry of the 
notice referred to in paragraph (a) of this subsection; 

• (e) the resident party shall have made aI;?lication: 
. to the Colonial Secrltary for the Governor's authority 

not later than five.'Jlonths C'fter the entry of the notice 
referred to in paragraph (a) of this subsection; 

(d) th", resident party shall have paid to the officer • 
appointed by t he Governor to receive the the 
sum of $14,40 for the issue of the Governor's authority 
aforesaid, 

(2) The ap.vlication to the Colonial Secretary shall 
state-

(a ) the christian or other names and surnames of 
parties; theiJ;' respective profession, occupation 

and place of residence; 
(b) whether the parties or either of them .l:lave 

or bas been previously married; 
(e) that no impediment of kindred or alliance or 

other lawful cause to prevent the proposed mait:iage is 
known to the applicant; . 

• 
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(d) that the resident party has residr.d in the 
district in which the notice referred to in paragraph Ca) 
of subsection (1) of this section has been given, {or 
not less than seven days next preceding the date of 
such notice; 

(e) where either of the parties, not being a widower 
or is under the age of twenty·one years, that 
the consent of the person or persons whose consent to 
such marriage is required under this Ordinance has 
been obtained. 

(3) The application referred to in subsection 1 (e) 
of this shall be signed by the re,ident party and shall 
be accompanied by a statutory declaration made by him 

33 

o b,t!fore the Registrar of Marriages in the form given in 
SChedule H hereto. Schedule H . 

21. (1) Where a marriage is intended to be solemnized fot". 
or contracted in the Colony between a British subject 
residrn t in the Colony and a British subject :r;esident in the 
United Kingdom, a for marriage lawfully issued in 
in any part of the United Kingdom, as the case may be, th.1I United 

• shall have the same effect as a certificate issued by a 
District Registrar or a Marriage Officer in the Colony. . 

.. resident m 
(2) Where a marriage is intended to be solemnized>.or the Colon)'. 

in the United Kingdom between a British 
subject resident in the CoICI.ny and a British subject resident 
in the United Kingdom, c{lIcertifica\.'C may be issued in the 
Colony by a District Registrar or a Marriage Officer in the 

• • like manner as if the marriage was to be ....olemnized or 
contra<*d un.der circumstances iequiring the issue of such 
certificate, and as if both 'Such British subjects were resident 

• 

in the Colony. . 
(3) For the purposes of subsection , l) of this section, 

the expression .. certificate of marriage lawfully issued" , 
means- .' 

(a) in the case of England, a certificate for mJ!ltage 
issued by a superintendent registrar; 
• (b) in the case of Scotland, a certificate for marriage 
issued by a registrar or a certificate of proclamation of 
banns; . 

. (c) in the case of Northern Ireland, a certificate faT 
marriage i:ssued by a registrar. 

T.-IV . 3 
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Consent to Marriage. '( 
. 22. The father, if living, of any farty to an intended . 
marriage under twenty-one years 0 age (such party not 
being a widower or widow), of if the father shall be dead 
then the guardian or guardians of the person of the party 
so under age lawfully appointed, or one of them, and in case 
there shall be no such guardian then the moth.-":.r of such 
party if unmarried, and if there he no mother Unmarried 
then the guardian or guardians of the person appointed 
by the Supreme Court, if any, or onc of them, shall have 
authority to give consent to the marriage of such party. 
and such consent is hereby required for the marriage of such 
party so under age, unless there shall be no person 
authorised to give such consent. 0 o 

or ti 23. In case any person whose consent is required by law 
to any marriage, not being the father of either of the parties 

marriage. to the marriage, is absent from the Colony, or is unable or 

Objections 
to marriage. 

refuses to give such consent, or bejng the father of one of 
such parties is of unsound mind or from the Colony, it 
shall be lawful for the persons desirous of contracting such 
marriage to apply by petition to the Chief Just ice, who may .-
proceed upon such petition in a summary way, and, in case 
th., marriage proposed shall upon examination to 
him to be proper, the Chief Justice shall judiciaHf·declare . 
by order in writing that such "?arriage may be 
and such order the pUrposes of this Or<Iinance, 
be deemed equivalent to such consent as aforesaid. 0> • • 

Caveats. 
24. Any person whose consent to a marriage is hereby 

required, or who may know of any just cause why the 
marriage should dl.ot take place, may, on payment of 
$1.20, enter a caveat against the issue of a District 

or ·Marriage Officer's certificat'e in the following 

(a) if the marriage is intended to be solemnized under 
the authority of a District Registrar's certificate,€iUch 
person shall, at any time before the issue of such 
certificate, write the word " Forbidden" opposite to 
the entry of the notice in the Marriage Notice Book, 

. and shall append thereto his name and place of abode, 
o 

. \ 
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and the grounds upon which he claims to tor bid the 
marriage; 

(b) if the marriage is intended to be solemnized 
under the authority of a Marriage Officer's certificate, 
such person shall give notice in writing to the person 
publishing the banns that be forbids the marriage, and 

• shall etppend to such notice his name and place of 
abode, and the grounds upon which he claims to forbid 
the marriage. The person publishing the banns, if he 
be not the Marriage Officer, shall forthwith forward 
such notice to the Marriage Officer and the Marriage 
OfficE! shaU record in the Marriage Banns Book the 
fact and date of the receipt of the notice forbidding 

• the marriage. 
"No District Registrar or Marriage Officer shall issue his 

,certificate until such caveat has been removed in the manner 
hereinafter provided. 

35 

25. (1) Whenever is entered against the issue of a When 
District Registrar's or NIarriage Officer's certificate, the 
District Registrar or Marriage Officer, as the case may be, to be 

• :shall forthwith refer the matter to the Chief Justice. 

• •• 

(2) If the Chief Justice is of opinion that no 
.ground been disclosed in the caveat for forbidding the 
issue of the certificate, he may remove the caveat in the 
manner hereinafter proviGed with:;nut requiring any of 
the parties to appear. 

(3) In other cases, the Chief Justice onall summon 
the partes to the intended marriage and the person by whom 
the caveat has been entered, and shall require such last 
named person to show cause why the District Registrar or 
Marriage Officer, as the case may be, should not in due 
.course issue his certificate. -

(4) Every such matter shall be heard and detenaned 
in a summary manner, and the Chief Justice may 

and costs to the party against whom the 
f'We""was entered, if it appear that such caveat was entered 
_ insufIicient grounds. 

• 26. (1) If the Chief Justice shall decide that the certificate 
Qugbt to issue, he shall remove the caveat by a declaration 

3 (2) 

• 

Removal of 
eau,aJ. 
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• under hi hand that the intended marriage is proper and 
may be solemnized; and a certified copy of such declaration 
shall be fonvarded to the District Registrar or Marriage 
Officer, as the case may be, by whom the caveal was referred. 

(2) On the removal of the caveat, the District 
Registrar or Marriage Officer, as the case may be, may issue 
his certificate in due course, and the marriage .... y proceed 
as if the caveat had not been entered, but the time which 
has lapsed between the entering and removal of the caveat' 
shall not be computed in the period of six months specified in 
sections 14 and 17. 0 

Solem.nizatiou of marriage .• 
27. On the delivery of the certificate of a District? 

Registrar, or in case the parties shall have given notice 
to the District Registrars of different districts then on 
the delivery of the certificate of each such District Registrar. 
or on the delivery of the of a Marriage Officer, 
or in case the parties shaD have notice to different 
Marriage Officers then on the delivery of the certificate of 
each such Marriage Officer, or on the delivery of a licence 
from the Governor, to any Marriage Officer, it shaD be-
la,avfuJ for such Marriage Officer to solemnize a marriage 
between the parties named in such certificate or otificates . 
or licence, as the case may be: 

Provided that sucl marria shall be solemnized wiUl 

• 

open doors between the hours of Sl.X o'clock in the forenoon 
and six o'clo ... k in the afternoon of the same day, and in the . • 
presence of two or more credible witnesses besid. the said 
Marriage Officer. 

28. On the delivery of the certificate of a District Regis-
trar, or in case Che parties shall have given notice to the 
District Regis.trars of different districts then on the delivery 
of certificate of each such District Registrar, or on the 
delivery of the certificate of a Marriage Officer, or in case the 
parties shall have given notice to different .Marriage Officers 
then on the delivery. of the certificate of each such MaQriage 
Officer, or on the delivery of a licence from the Governor .. 
to any District Registrar, the parties named in such certifi-
cate or or Jicence, as the case may be, may, if 
they shall see fit, contract marriage at the office of such: 

• 
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• District Registrar with open doors and in the p"esence of 
such District Registrar and two or more credible witnesses, 
and between the hours of ten o'clock in the forenoon and 
four o'clock in the afternoon of the same day: 

Provided that each of the parties shall, in some part of 
the 'ceremony, and in the presence of such District 
Registrarend witnesses, make the following declaration:-
4' I do solemnly declare that I know not of any lawful 
impediment wby I. A. B ., should not be joined in matrimony 
to C. D. here present 'J; and each of the parties shall say 
to the "I call upon these persons here present to 
witness tliat I. A. B .. do take thee C. D., to be my JawfuJ 
wedded wife (or husband)." Such District Registrar shall 

Obe. entitled for evety marriage so contracted in his presence 
to receive from the parties a sum of $2.40. 

37 

29. Whenever a marriage shall not take place within six allc! 
months after the entry of notice thereof or after the granting vOId 
of a licence from the Governor under section 18 of this marriage 

. Qrdinance, the notice or"licence, as the case may be, and all 
()ther proceedings shall thereupon be utterly void, and no months. 

• Marriage Officer shall proceed to solemnize the marriage, 
nor shall the marriage be contracted before a District 
Registrar until new notice has been given and entry made 
and cerh,.cate issued or a new licp.nce has been granted in 
the manner aforesaid. 

J) 

• • 30. Where any party to a marriage shall commonly use Use of 
any other language than English, then tho (orms and 
declarat-Ims hereby required to be used in the ceremony 

• 

shall be made in such other language, so always that the 
words used shall express the true intent and meaning of such 
forms and declarations. • 

31. After any marriage shall have been solemnized or Proof of 
c:ontracted in the manner in this Ordinance provided, it· ..... .alIall 
DOt be in support of such marriage to give any ::'uired 
proof of the actual dwelling or of the period of dwelling .lta. 
tOf eitler of the parties in the district mentioned in a notice 
of marriage previous to the giving of such notice, nor of the s.2. • 
consent of any person whose consent thereunto is required 
by law, nor shall any evidence be given to prove the 
oeontrary. • • • 

• 
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32. (l)" No Marriage Officer shall be compellable to accept 
notice of marnage from . or to enter or publish the banns of, 
or to issue a Marriage Officer's certificate to, or to solemnize 
marriage between, persons either of whom shall not be a 
member of his own communion, nor othenvise than accord-
ing to the rules or custom of such communion, nor unless he 
shall be satisfied by the declaration of the partie or other-
wise that the proposed marriage is consistent with such rules 
or custom. 

(2) No minister 01 the Christian religion shall be-
compelled to publish the banns of marriage or t@sol(mnize 
the marriage of any person whose former marriage shall 
have been dissolved by a judicial decree, where the otheT(,) 
party to such former marriage is still living, nor shall a'hy 
such minister be compelled to permit the use of any church 
or chapel under his control for publishing any such banns or 
solemnizing the marriage of any such person, nor shall any 
such minister be liable to any suit , proceeding or penalty 
for refusing to publish any such "Uanns or for refusing to 
solemnize any such marriage or for refusing to permit the 
use of any such church or chapel for any such purposes 
aforesaid. 

(3) No minister of the Christian religioIJnshall be 
liable to any suits, proceedings or penalties for publishing 
any such banns or solemnizin'1; the marriage of any such 
person aforesaid or for'-perrnitting the use of any such church 
or chapel for any of the purposes aforesaid: 

Provided bat nothing in this section shall re)jeve any 
such minister from any ecclesiastical proceeding or censure 
to which by reason of his publishing any such banns or 
solemnizing any such marriage or permitting the use of any 
such church or for any of the pUI]>Oses aforesaid 
he is or from time to time hereafter may be liable according 
to thp doctrine, practice, usage or rules of any such religion_ 

r.;J.J 

oj ma"iage. 
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33. (1 ) Immediately after the solemnization of' con-
tracting of any marriage, the officiating Marriage Officer 
or the Dist rict Registrar , as the case may be, shall enter 
in a book to be called the .. Marriage Register Book If a C 
statement of the said marriage in the form given in Schedule i 

" 
. • 
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hereto, which entry shall be signed by sucth Marriage 
Officer or District Registrar, as the cas.e may be, and by the 
part ies to the marriage and by two credible witnesses of the 
said marriage, and every such Marriage Officer and every 
District Regist rar (not being the Registrar of Marriages) 
shall forthwith transmit to the Registrar of Marriages a 
duplicattVOf such statement similarly signed, and all such 
duplicate statements shall be filed by the Registrar of 
Marriages and preserved among the records of his office. 

(2) Every Marriage Officer or District Registrar who, 
without @asonable cause or excuse, shall fail to transmit to 
the Registrar of Marriages any statement in accordance with 

• the provisions of this section shall be liable, on summary 
conviction, for every such offence, to a fin e of forty-eight 
donars. 

39 

34. It shall be lawful for all persons a t all reasonable Scru;ches and 
times to search the entries in any Marriage Register Book 
or any file of statemeng as aforesaid kept by the Registrar 
or any District Regist rar or any Marriage Officer, and to have 

• true copies, certified under the hand of such Registrar, 
District Registrar, or Marriage Officer, of any such entries 
cr statements: 

Proviaed that, before allowing any such search or fur-
nishing any such copy, ..the Registrar, District 
Registrar, or Marriage Officer , as t ne case may be, shall be 
entitled to demand the following fees, that is to say:-

every search . .. .. . ... 4 cents. 
ror every certified copy as afore-

said 48 cents. 

Void maniages. • 
35. (1) If any person shall knowingly and ,,:,.i!fully Vo;d 

intermarry under the provisions of this Ordinance, marriages. 
due notice given in accordance with section 12 or section 15 
or without a certificate under sections 14 or 17 having been 
duly issued, or without a licence issued under this Ordinance, 
the marriage of such persons shall be null and void. 

(2) If any persons to any marriage are within the 
prohibited degrees of consanguinity or affinity according 

e 
! .. 
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lfaking false 

. entries, 
giving falso 
certificates. 
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to the '1<1)Y of England from time to time in force, the 
marriage of such shall be null and void. 

Offences. 
36. Every person who shall knowingly .and wilfully forge 

or alter or falsely make, or procure to be forged oTraltered or 
falsely made, or shall offer, utter, or dispose of, knOwing the 
same to have been forged or altered or falsely made, any 
register book or any notice, licence, certificate, entty, or 
statement mentioned in this Ordinance, or any certified 
copy thereof respectively, or shall wilfully insert C; cause to 
be inserted in any register book or certified copy thereof any 
false entry or marriage, or shall wilfully give any false I 
certificate, or shall certify any writing to be a copy Or 
extract of any register book, knowing the same to be false 

Forging seal. in any part thereof, or shall forge or counterfeit the seal of 
the Registrar General, shall be guilty of felony and, on 
conviction on indictment, shall be liable to imprisonment 

Destroying 
or itljuriJIg 
registcr 
book. etc. 

for seven years. ('. 

37. Every person who shall unlawfully and maliciously -
destroy or injure. or cause to be destroyed or injured, any 
register book or any notice, licence, certificate, entry, or 
statement mentioned in this Ordinance, or any certG ed copy 
thereof respectively, shall be gt!!lty of felony, and, on con-
viction on indictment,r;ihall be"uable to imprisonment for 

r. 

three years . . 
o <> 

Losing or 
Injuring 
document. 

38. Every person having the custody of any book 
or certified copy thereof or of any part thereof, who shall 
carelessly lose or injure the same or carelessly allow the same 
to be injured whilst in his keeping, shall be liable to a fine of 
two hundred and' forty dollars for every such ofiel)ce. 

bluing of District Registrar or Marriage Officer who shall 
knowingly and wilfully issue any certificate for the marriage 

witMn of any persons being within the prohibited degre£s of 
consanguinity or affinity according to the law of England 

Ord.24-19.t3. from time to time in force shall be guilty of felony, and, on 
I. 3. of conviction on indictment, shall be liable to imprisonment for "'-

three years. 
( , 
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40. Any minister of religion who shall knowV:l.gly and Offences by 
wilfully solemnize any without being licensed as a d 
Marriage Officer under the provisions of this Ordinance, and Dis: an 
any Marriage Officer or District Registrar who shall solemnize Registrars. 

.. any marriage or allow any marriage to he contracted in his 
presence before the issue of a certificate or granting of a 

• licence fro8'i the Governor, or after the expiration of six 
months from the entry of notice or granting of such licence, 
(}f who shall knowingly and wilfully issue any certificate of 
marriage except within the period allowed by this Ordinance 
for issuingJihe same, or any certificate against the issue of 
which a caveat has been entered until such caveat has been 
duly removed in the manner hereinbefore provided, shall be 

of felony, and, on conviction on indictment, shall be 
liable to imprisonment for three years. 

Marriages in extremis. 
41. (1) Notwithstandi.pg anything in this Ordinance con- l'ohrriage8: 

tained, it shall be lawful tor any Marriage Officer to perform In ulnml6. 
the ceremony of marriage between any persons, without 

given of the intended marriage of such persons, or 
without a certificate duly issued, or before the issue of such 

or after the expiration of six months from the 
entry of uotice of such marriage, provided that both the 
parties between whom of marriage shall be 
performed shall, at the time of the performance thereof, 
be legally competent to contract marriage and be of full 

• age, and provided also that one at least of therlf; to the best 
of the krl1wledge and belief of such Marriage Officer and of 
the other persons signing the certificate hereinafter required, 
shall be, at the time of the performance of such ceremony, 
in a dying state, and that such dying person shall be a 
m ember of the religious communion or !i.enomination to 
which such Marriage Officer shall belong. 

(2) Immediately after the solemnization of any such 
marriage, the officiating Marriage Officer shall transmit to the 
RegisPrar of Marriages a certificate of the said marriage in 
the form given in Schedule J hereto, signed by such Marriage 
Officer and by two credible witnesses present at the SaId 

• marriage. Such statement shall be filed by the Registrar 
in a register to be specially kept for the purpose. , 

Schedule J. 

• J 
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" ( \ Subject to the observance of the foregoing con-
ditions, a marriage solemnized under the provisions of this.. 
section shall be and be held to be good and effectual in laW. 

(4) No marriage solemnized under the provisions of 
this section shall operate as a revocation of any will. 

lv,I iscellalleous. 
42. If any valid marriage shall be had under the 

provisions of this Ordinance by means of any wilfully 
false notice, oath, or declaration made by party to-
such marriage as to any matter as to which a notice, oath .. 
or declaration is herein required, it shall be lawful for the 
Attorney General, by infonnation on the relation of C 
parent or guardian of a minor whose consent has not been 
given to such marriage, and who shall be responsible for 
any costs incurred in such suit , such parent or guardian 
previously making oath or affirmation as is hereinafter 
required. to sue for a forfeiture of estate or interest in any 
property accruing to the cffending party by such 
and the Supreme Court shall have power in such suit 
to declare such forfeiture and thereupon direct that all such" 
estate and interest. or any such part thereof as to the Court 
shall seem fit, shall be secured, in such manner as to the 
Court shall seem fit, for the benefit of the party .. 
and the issue of the or any of them, or if both 
parties to the said nI'ilrriage in the judgment of the ' 
Court, be guilty of any such offence as aforesaid then for 
the benefit f the issue of the said marriage, subject to 0 
such provisions for the offending parties by way oC"mainten-
ance or otherwise as the said Court shall think reasonable: 
Provided that no such suit as aforesaid shall be instituted 
unless it shall have been first made out to the satisfaction 
of the AttomeyC"General by the oath of some person whose 
consent was required by law to the said marriage or by his. 
or t · r solemn affirmation made in lieu of an oath, that the 
circumstances of the case are such as to authorise the 
institution of such proceedings, and that the cJ?nsent 
required by law for such marriage had not been obfained .. 
and that the person making such oath or affirmation 
had not discovered that the said marriage had been con-
tracted more than six months before making such oath or 
affirmation. 
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43. No prosecution for any felony under this 0:rdinance Limitation. 
shall be commenced after the expiration of three years 
after the offence has been committed, nor without the 
written consent of the Attorney General. 

44. All .J)ecuniary penalties under this Ordinance o[ 
recoverabl!, on summary conviction, may be recovered on 
complaint in the name of any person authorised in that 
behalf by writing under the hand of the Attorney General. 
at any t ime not more than twelve mOI).ths after such offence 
has been 

45. All fees received by the Registrar or District Registrars ?ees 
or the Colonial Secretary under this Ordinance shall be 
paid into the Treasury for the use of the Colony. . 

46. All certified copies of entries purporting to be sealed Evidence. 
OT stamped with the seal of the Regist rar General shall 
be received as evidence of the marriages to which the same 
relate without any further or other proof of such entry and 

certified copy purporting to be given in the office 
of the Registrar of Marriages shall be of any force or effect 
which is ..Q.ot sealed or stamped as aforesaid. 

47. The Registrar se.:tld, once in every year, Annual 
to the Governor a general abstract of the number of abstract. 

to marriages registered during the twelve months fNlding on the . 
last day o.f December then immediately preceaing, in such . 
form as the Governor from time to time shall require; 
and every such annual general abstract shall be laid before 
the Legislative Council at its next meeting after the receipt 
thereof. • 

48. No marriage solemnized or contracted under t his Validation. 
Ordinance, other than a marriage heretofore adjuaged Ord.24-1943. 
to be void by a court of competent jurisdiction, shall be, $". (\t 

or be-deemed to have been, invalid by reason only that a 
licence issued under section 19 prior to the 12th of August 
1943, was issued less than two clear days after application 

• therefor. had been made or that a District Registrar 's 
certificate was issued in compliance with such licence less • • , " 

• , 
.,: _. 
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than seven days after the time of entry of notice of marriage 
given to such District Registrar under section 12 by one 
of the parties to the marriage. 

SCHEDULES_ 

SCHEDULE A. 
Licence to be a Mardajle Officer . 

• -I .B. bei ng a Minister of Religion of (n) residing at " a nd offitia.ti llg 
al {/'l is hereby licensed as a Officer for the purposes 
of Ihe Marriage Ordinance. 

Gouerrror . • 

(II) State religious denomination. 
(b) State place of public WOI1lhip in which ILppl!cant aels as minister (i( noy). 
Ie) State city, borough, town, or ward where place 01 worship is situated. 

SCHEDULE,"B. 
FORM l. 

(Applicable to the Ca:;(! of parties residing in diB'crcnl districts or giving separate 
notices.) • 

Notice to District Rcll'ltrar. 
To the District Rec islror of dislrid of 
I jllserl the t/ame of tile perSOIi livinG nolice ] It c you notice 

thl\t Il MlIlTiage is intended to be had bctwe<!n me and the otber party herein 
n3med and described, that i s to sa}';-

Nnme and Condition. Calling. Age. Dwc1ling- Length of 
Surname. place. residence. 

" 
..-

C ' 

, 
And I gl\'C thlS not ice ,.,th the assent of the otber party herem named and 

dcsc.ribcd. 
And I solemnly declare that I havc for seven days, immediately preceding the date 

of this notice, had my usual place of abode within the above-mentioned d is trict 

• 
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of and Ulat I believe there is DO impediment of kindred or alliance or other 
lawful hindrance to the said Marriage. ) 

• And I solemnly declare that I b:n'c the consent of a ll wbose consent is lleeessary 
for my marriage, namdy:- {Here statts names and Qulhr!rity 0/ all 111.110:' "'"StI,,/ IS 
" tussa"..) 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set and my hand this d.y 
of • 19. 

• 0To form p" of lhe declaration when the party is under 21 rears of age and is 
not a widower or widow. otherwise to be deleted • 

.. 

• 

• 
• 
• 

FORM 2. 

(Applicablo. tllC case of parties residing in the snme district and giving a single 
notic:.) 

Notice to District ReClll t ra r-. 
o ,he Dis/rid Registrar o/ Ihe dis/,id of 
We [lIe'lI insert 1/" n", ,,,u of /h, persons giving "olic,] giveloU notice that 

n Marriage is intended to be had between us, the herein name and described, 
that i9 to say:-

Name and Conditions. Calling. Age. Dwelling· Length 01 
Surname. place. rC3idcnee. 

.;: 

I .. 
" 10 

I 

• I 
And we solemnly dlldare that we have for scven da)" Immc(hately precedmg the 

date of this noUce Imd our usual place of abode and residence within the above 
mentioned district of , and that we believe there is no Impediment 01 
kindred or oJllnnce or other lawful hindrance to the said Mnfriage. 

-And we solemnly declare that we each have the consent 01 all whoso consent 
is necessary lor our marriage, namely ;- (H,", ""nilS "lid authority of all whose 
CONsent i$ ft,USSClry.] • 

I n witness whereof we have bereunto set and sub5Cribed our banda this day 
01 , 19 

• (Si,natures.) 

-To form part 01 the declaration when either of the parties Is under 21 years 0 1 
q:e and not a widower or widow, otherwise to be deleted. 

• ,. 
, 

t ", -.. 

7. 
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SCHEDULE C. 
Reg,latrar'. Certiftcate. 

I, District Registrar of Marriages for do hereby certify that 00 
the day o f • 19 • notice was duly entered in the Marriage Notice 
Book of the said District, of the marriage intended betweeo the! parties hereunder 
named and d escribed. 

Name and 
Surname (if any) Condition. Profession. Age. D ..... elling. 

Ilt full length. place. Residence. 

I I , 

I 
I " 1 

-
Date of Notice entered day of • 19 
Date of Certificate given day otC • 19 
No bas beeD entered against the issue of this certificate 

\. aT [cu ' ''' ma.y 
A "lll,al 'A'lUI entered against the issue of thi9 certificate"n the 
. • 19 • hut was removed OD the day of .6,J 

Chief Justice. 
Witnes9 my band this day 01 .'9 

, 
(Signed) 

Regist,."r/()I' Dilf,id of 

Consen t, 
if aDy, 

by whom 
give.n. 

( 

• day of 
• by t he 

N.B.-ThiB certificate will be void un1cu the mlllTiage is aolemnlzed on or before 
the day of . 19 . next. 

, \ . 

r 
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" SCHEDULE D. 

FORM 1 . 

(Applicable to the case of partiea belonging to different congregations -or giving 
·sep;uate notices.) 

Notice fOf Banns. 

To Minht" of CAuTeA (or Cllapd] in til. Dis/Tiet of 
.4nd a Marriag, Offieet. 

I [lie. inu,' tAe "1.1,',, of tAe P"l Dn gilling noli,,) beUlg a member of the 
.congregation of the &aid Church [or Chapel] , ive you !1Otice that a Marriage is 
mtended between me and the other party herem named and described, and that 1 

·d esire you to publish the banmi of sueh Marriage on two Sundays beginning with 
Sunday tho day of • 19 , next. 

Name and StlPname. I Condition. Calling. Agc . Dwelling-place. 

• 

.. I-·- :--r--I 
I 

And I give-this with · the assent of the other patty bercin named and 
described. 

And I 50Iemnly declare that I believe is no of kIndred or alliance 
or othor lawful hindrance to the said Marriage . 

• . "-rid I 501em.nly [declare that I have the consen t of all whose consent is necessary 
• for my marriage, namely :- (He" stote "allies fwd rmlllo,ily of olCwltou £On$,lIt u 

","$$11""] ' . . . 
In witnes!! fhereof I have hereunto set and subscribed my hand this day 

.of • 19 
(Siglll3tlm.) 

°To form part of the declaration wheo tho party Is undcrJl yearn 01 age and is 
tlot a widower Of widow. otberwise to be deleted . 

. ' 

" 

·, ll, ; 
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FORM 2 • 

. to the ease of parties belonging to the s;lme congregation giving a. 
smi le notice.) 

for Banns. 

Ttl M;ni$Jer 0/ CIm"h (or CIl"pef] i.. Ihe DiJiritto/ 
lind a /IIdmaKI Ojfiul'. 

We [ht re insert Ille " ,,,,rtS of Ihe pt' fl)llS liv ing tlotiu]. being members of 
cOJlgnogation of the S3id io.r Chapel) give )'Oll !l0Uc:e lllat a l'olarriagc is 

Intended between us, the· herem named and descnbed. aUi that we desire 
you to Jmblish the banns of such Marriase in your Church (or Chapel] on two Sundays. 
beginnlllg with Sunday the lIay o( • 19 , next. 

Name and Sumarnc. Condition. Calling. Age. Dwelling-place. 

1-/ • 
And we solemnly declare that we bel ieve there is no impediment of kindred or-

alliance or other lawful hindrance to the said Marriage. c: 
- ."nd we 50icmruy declare that we each have the consent of all wllosc consent is. 

necessary for our marriage. nilmely:-[Hf" Jlnte " limn nnd authority of 1111 whose 
eons,,,t is 

fn witness whereof we 1J.ll,-e hereunto set and subscribed our hands this day 
o f • 19 

(Si,nlltll"S.) • 

-To form part of the declaration when either o f the parties is undel-.!l years of age 
:mcl not :I. widower or wiclow, otherwise to be deleted. 

SCHEDULE E. 
Fonn of Words to be u sed in the PUbUcatlOD of Bonns, 

I p ublish the Banns of Marriage between A.B. of . [her, ! he aJ ' 
sltJIed. in Ih, noli,,] and C.D. of [he" stilt. th, ponsh lIS !lilted In Ih, flolI"] . 

11 any OfJOU ],wow any cause or just impediment why these two persons should. 
not be joine together in ):lot)· matrimo:1Y ye arc to declare It . 

This il the first [or second. liS t/l, 'lI$e mgy bel t ime of asking. 

' l.. 
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SCHEDULE F. (Section 17.) 

Marriage Omcer '. Certificate.. 
I, Minister of Church [01' Chapel] in the District 01 and a 

Marriage Officer do hereby certify that do. the day of • 19 notice 
was duly entered in the Marriage Banns Book of the said Church. (or Chapelj of the' 
maniago intended between the parties hereu.oder named aDd described • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Name and " maroc. Condition. - --'-'--- 1-- Calling. Age. 

Date of notice entered 01 • 19 
Date 01 certificate given day of , 19 
N'o ,aulat has been entered against the issue of this certificate 

01' [Illi (jlJI may b'l 

DWelllng.place. 

A w.v,al wa.!I eJlt:ered against the issue of this certificat!l on the day of 
• 19 • but was removed OD the day of • 19 • by ne 

Chid Justiue 
The Banm ofMa.rriagc have been published In the lIlUJlurequited by the Marriage 

Ordinance. 
Witness my hand this .1_ 

(Signed) 
Minister ol ChJw'ch [Of' Chaplll] 

in the District uP and a 
Marriage Officer. . 

N.B.-Th' c;erti.ficate will be vOid unless the marriage is solemnized on or before 
the day of • 19 ,next. 

SCHEDULE G. • 
Governor '. Licence. 

Til IIn.JI Di$/rict RegidrlJr or MII,riagll OJfir.er. 
These II.«! to Licence and Permit you to solem.oiz.c a maniaSc between A.B. 

[A"II giu. nllm" S"",II""', wnditilm, lind I!iau of r,$iUIfU of .E.] 
and C.D. [.b1, f111t1 nllmll. $lU'7IlImIl, &MIdltlon, lind pIau of rotlldenu 
01 C.D.) according to the provisions of the Maniaso Onlinanoe, yOu knowillg no 
lavrlul impediment to the contrary. 

.l9 Given under !llY hand at this day of 
(Signeii) • 

N.B.-Thi5 Licence will ,be yoid u,n1e5l! the marriase is SQlemnized on or before. the 
. " day of , 19. next. 

T.-I V . • 4 

• .. 
• 

(Section 18. ) 
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(Section 19.) 

(Section 20.) 

(Section 33.) 

• 

• 
SCHEDULE Gl. 

Governor'. Authority. 

To tbe District Regi!trar of district. 
Whereaa If.B. (he,e ins"t "amu, su,nam", p,o/nnr"" ot:",pation anI 

p Iau of ,uidfn'f 0/ A .B.] has given notice to the Dilitrict Registrar 01 district 
of his or her intended marriage with C.D. (.II"" inurl "IUIU$. SUniamll, 
profusion, ",ell/lillioll and pIau 0/ ru ilhnu 0/ C.D.). and whereaa the yid C.D. bas 
not given notice of bis or her intended marnsge because he or she w;;:; oot resident 
in the Colony. and wbereas a period of not less than seven days and not more than 
five months has elapsed since tbe giving of notice as aforesaid. and whereas applica· 
lion bas been made to the Colonial Secretary by the said A .B. for the grant of tho 
Govemor's authority under section 19 of tho Marriage Ordinance: 

I hereby Iluthorise the District Registrar of district to illSue hla certificate-
under section 14 of the su.id Ordinance in of the yid C.D. as if lie or she had 
duly given notice under section 12 of the !laid Ordinance jointly witli che &aid A .B . 
and as if the said C.D. bad resided in the district during tbe seven daya. 
immediately preceding the giving of such notice. 

Given under my band at this day of • 19 
{Signed} 

COII""O,. 

SCHEDULE H . 
I, • do soleQUlly and sincerely the statement!l made in my 

application hereto attached and marked A Il'e true and correct. 
1 o.alte this declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true nnd according 

to tlJ.e Statutory DeclaratiOIUl OrdlnlUlce, and I am aware that if is any lltate-- .. 
mer-t in this declaration which is fals.e in fact which I know or believe to be false or 
do 'lot believe to be true .I am. liable to fine and imprisonment. 

I..eclared before me this day of • 19 

( r 
SCHEDULE 1. 

C MartluAe Rcl1lSlcr Book. 

• _ . .. :t - - -0 0 1 • 0 - • 0 

§ ''; 000 f • o 

Ii 0 = 0:.0 -r ci " .e- " U arz:: 01.8 
z H' , :t '" '--.:1 h" ij., 

5 • ..... .. 
ZJ:P< 8 - i!j 0 0 Vi.,o -S 0 • is - -

(Signed) •. 

" C , 
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SCHEDULE J. 

MarTiage ill £rtrct/lis. 

I, t he undersigned Marriage Officer of (1) a Dd we, the under· 
signed or (2) and of (:: ) lJeiag of the age o f 
twenty-ooe years and upwards hereby certify th:!t Oli tbe day of 
19 ,the Ceremony of lIlarri..age was performed br me the said in tht 
presence of WI the raid aud between of (3) 
and ow (4) and that both tbe said aod at 
the. time of the performance of such ceremony were legally competent to conlnct 
marriage. and were of full age, and that the said (5\ was a rnell1ber of the 
same religious communioD or denominat ion to which the said (6) belongs. 
that is to say. the (7) j and that at the time 01 the performance of lIuch 
ceremony, the said (8) was, to the best of our knowledge aDd beliaf, 10 a 
dring state. It 

• 

• 

• 

• 

\,
1) ROllideilCO • 

) R esiden.;" Dnd ProfessioD. 
(3) Sbte ""'bether bachelor or widower. 
(4) State whether spinster or widow. 
(05) Name of p;u-ty in dyillg state. 
(6) Name of Marriage Officer. 
(7) Religious communion or denomination. 
(8) Name 01 party in dying state . 

• 

• Ii 

• 

4 (2) 

• 

" 
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(Section 41 .) 


