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CHAPTER 12. No.8. 

ANTIBIOTICS. 

AN ORDINANCE TO REGULATE THE IMPORTATION, STORAGE, 
DISTRIBUTION, SALE AND USE OF ANTIBIOTICS. 

[1st April, 1949.J 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Antibiotics 
Ordinance. 
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Establish- 3. (1) For the purposes of tills Ordinance, a Committee 
:~~~~f Anti· shall be established to be called the Antibiotics Cpntrol 
Control Committee (hereinafter referred to as "the Committee'~) 
Cominittee. 11 consisting of the Director of Medical Services, who sha 

be Chairman of the Committee, onc member to be appointed 
by the Council of the Medical Board of Trinidad, two 
registered members of the said Board and one other person 

* G.N. 190-1950. The following substances have been declared to be antibiotics­
(a) Aureomycin, all compounds of Aureomycin and all medicinal preparations 

containing Aureomycin. . 
(b) Chloromycetin, all compounds of Chloromycetin- and all medicinal 

preparations containing ChloTomycetin, and , 
(c) Cytamen (Vitamin B 12 Concentrate) produced by deep fermentation 

methods from the mould Streptomyces., .,", _ 



4. No person shall manufacture any antibiotic in the 
Colony unless he is the holder of a licence granted by the 
Committee to m<L1)J!facture such antibiotic. 

.5. No person shall import mto the Colony any antibiotic 
other than an antibiotic manufactured by apharmacentical 
firm approved by the ~gver;GGf in Council "·"t\lb:\i.,t"-~A . 

. 6. No person shall import any antibiotic into the Colony 
unless he is the holder of a licence granted by the 
Committee to import such antibiotic. 

7. No person shall storeany antibiotic for the purpose of 
sale unless he is the holder of a licence granted by the 
Committee to store such antibiotic; and no such licence shall 
be granted except on proof to the satisfaction of the 
Committee that the storage facilities of the applicant are 
adequate: 

8. The Committee may appoint a fit and proper person to 
be Licensing Qfficer under this Ordinance. . 

* For List of Approved pharmaceutical firms, see G.N. 167-1950, and G.N. 273-
1950. 
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9. Licences issued under this Ordinance shall be in such 
form as the Committee may from time to time approve. 

to. The Committee may cancel any licence issued under 
this Ordinance if the holder thereof fails to comply with 
any of the provisions of this Ordinance or of any regulations 
made under this Ordinance. 

11. No importer of antibiotics shall sell or transfer any 
antibiotic to any person other than a person registered as a 
member of the Medcial Board of Trinidad (hereinafter 
referred to as a "medical practitioner ") or as a dentist 
under the Medical Board Ordinance (hereinafter referred 
to as a " dentist ") or as a veterinary surgeon under the 
Veterinary Surgeons (Registration) Ordinance (hereinafter 
referred to as a " veterinary surgeon ") unless such person 

. is the holder of a licence to store antibiotics granted under 
the provisions of this Ordinance. 

12. Any person authorised in writing by or on behalf of 
the Committee may at any time between the hours of 6 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. enter any premises in which he has reason to 
believe that any.antibiotic is being kept which has been 
acquired or is being kept in contravention of any of the 
provisions of this Ordinance or of any Regulations hereunder 
and may carry out such inspection of the premises as he 
may consider necessary, and may require the occupier or, 
person in charge of the premises to furnish him with such 
information in connection with such antibiotic as he may 
consider necessary. Any antibiotic in respect of which 
there has been a breach of any of the provisions of this 
Ordinance or of any Regulations hereunder may be seized 
by such person authorised as aforesaid and on conviction 
of the offender shall be forfeited to the Committee. 

13. Any person authorised in writing by or on behalf of 
the Committee may require the holder of a licence to store 
antibiotics granted under the provisions of this Ordinance 
to produce samples of any antibiotic which may be in his 
possession and, on payment of the current market value of 
any sample, may require that it be delivered to him for 
purposes of assay. If any such sample is found on assay 
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to have deteriorated to an extent or to contain toxic 
substances in amounts which, in the opinion of the 
Committee, render it ineffective or unfit for use as a 
therapeutic substance, or not to contain the antibiotic 
or to contain the antibiotic in a lesser degree of potency 
than it purports to possess, the Committee may require 
to be destroyed the entire stock of the antibiotic in the 
possession of the licensee wtLich bears the same batch 
identification number ,1S the sample. 
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14. (1) Subject to the provisions of section 7 of this Furt~e~ 
O d· 'b' t' h 11 b' d t t restrIction on r mance, no antl 10 IC S a e Issue 0 any person excep issue of 
on the prescription of a medical practitioner, dentist or antibiotics. 

veterinary surgeon. 

(2) Every such prescription as is referred to in the 
last preceding subsection shall-

(a) be in indelible. writing or typescript and be 
signed by the person giving it with his usual signature 
in indelible writing and be dated by him; 

(b) specify the address of the person giving it; 
(c) specify the name and address of the person for 

whose treatment it is 'given or, if it is given by a 
veterinary surgeon, of the person to whom the medicine 
is to be delivered; . 

(d) have written or typed thereon, if given. by a 
dentist, the words" for dental treatment only", and, 
if given by a veterinary surgeon, the words "for 
animal treatment only"; 

(e) indicate the total quantity of the antibiotic to 
be supplied and instructions for its use. 

(3) Every person dispensing any such prescription 
shall comply with the following requirements-

(a) the prescription shall not be dispensed otherwise 
than in accordance with the prescription, or more 
than once unless the prescription contains a direction 
in accordance with the provisions of paragraph (b) 
of this subsection; . 

(b) if the prescription contains a direction that it 
may be dispensed a stated number of times or at stated 

T.-II. 32 
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intervals, it shall not be dispensed otherwise than in 
accordance with such direction; 

(e) there must be noted on the prescription, at the 
time of dispensing, immediately above the signature of 
the person giving the prescription the name and 
address of the person supplying the antibiotic and 
the date on which the prescription is dispensed; 

(d) if the prescription may be again dispensed it 
shall, on the last time of dispensing, be retained for a 
period of two years by the person last dispensing it 
on the premises on which it was last dispensed and 
be made available for inspection by any person 
authorised by or on behalf of the Committee; 

(e) if the prescription may not be dispensed mOre 
than once it shall be retained for a period of two years 
by the person dispensing it on the premises on which 
it was dispensed and be made available for inspection 
by any person authorised by or on behalf of the 
Committee. ' 

15. An antibiotic shall not be administered to any person 
except by or under the direction of a medical practitioner or 
dentist: Provided that in any case of emergency it may be 
administered by a nurse who is a state registered nurse in 
the Colony or has passed the final examination for nurses 
at one of the Colonial, Hospitals. 

16; (1) Every container of an antibiotic shall carry a ' 
batch identification mark or number and the date of 
manufacture of such antibiotic; and the contents of any 
such containers, supplied by any person and bearing the' 
same identification marks or numbers, shall be deemed to 
have been manufactured at the same time, and under 
identical conditions until the contrary is proved.' , 

(2) No person shall sell, transfer or dispense any 
antibiotic after, the date of expiry endorsed on the 
container thereof, except to a medical practitioner" dentist 
or veterinary surgeon, who has been informed in writing 
of such date by the person selling, transferring or dispensing 
such antibiotic. 
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17. Everv holder of a licence under this Ordinance shall Licence 
k d" h . . holder to "eep recor s s owmg- keep records. 

(a) the quantities of antibiotics which he has 
imported into the Colony and the identification marks 
or numbers of the consignments; 

(b) the date of importation into the Colony of any 
antibiotic which he has importp.rl or has in stock; 

(c) the names of the manufacturers of any such 
antibiotic; 

(d) the names and addresses of the persons to whom 
any such antibiotic has been issued by him and the 
quantity and date of every such issue. 

18. Any person authorised in writing by or on behalf of Examination 
th C 'tt t t' d' b' h of records. e omnu ee may, a any 1me unng· usmess ours 
enter the premises of any holder of a licence under this 
Ordinance and call for and examine any records required 
to be kept by such holder. 

19. ~a~e function of the Committee to submit Listsof 
. ~ '"' -----"" '. j • a roved 

to the ~ Councrllists of pharmaceuhcal firms for phtmaceu-
approval as manufacturing firms from whom antibiotics tical firms. 
may be imported into the Colony; and the names of the 
finns so approved shall be published in the Royal Gazette. 

C ~V._N"~. ' -~
l. " 

20. TheoVefl16F m C.QJJJl.eH may, on the recommendation Variation of 
f C . dd dl hI' f dlistsof' o the omnuttee, a . to or e ete from t e 1st 0 approve approved 

finns, and every such addition or deletion shall be published pharmaceu-
. h R l G heal firms, m t e oya azette. 

21. The ~h~~ Connell may make regulati.ons- . Regulations. 
(a) defining the powers and duties ofthe Conunittee; 
(b) providing for regulating the storage and transport 

of any antibiotic; 
(c) controlling or prohibiting any process which may 

affect the potency, sterility or toxicity of any antibiotic. 

22. Any person obstructing any person authorised in Offences.' 
writing by or on behalf of the Committee in the performance 
of any duty imposed by or under this Ordinance or refusing 

32 (2) 
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to give any information lawfully demanded by any such 
authorised person or. otherwise contravening any of the 
provisions of this Ordinance shall be guilty of an offence 
against this Ordinance. 

23. Any person found guilty of an offence against this 
Ordinance shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine 
of four hundred and eighty dollars or to imprisonment for 
six months, or to both such fine and imprisonment. 
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