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CHAPTER 23. No.7. 

AGRICULTURAL FIRES. 

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE REGULATION AND PREVENTION 
OF AGRICULTURAL FIRES. 

[29th Deoember, 1915.] 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Agricultural Fires 
Ordinance. 

2. In this Ordinance-' 
" clear days" shall be reckoned exclusive of the day on 

which any notice shall be given, and of the day on which 
any act mentioned in such notice shall be done; 

" crop" means any growing crop, tree, wood, or under­
wood, or other produce of the soil, whethe;r cultivated or 
not· , , 

" Crown lands" means any lands vested in His Majesty; 
" occupier" means the person having the immediate 

charge or management of any plantation or land, and 
includes an occupying owner, a tenant, contractor, or' 
cane farmer; 

" set fire to land" means' the setting fire to any crop or 
trash growing or being in or upon any land; 

" trash" means any megass, straw, brushwood, or other 
inflammable matter. 

3. (1) It shall be lawful for the Governor to appoint for any 
County a }1'ire Vigilance Committee, consisting of such persons 
as the Governor by notice in the Royal Gazette may appoint. 

- . 
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(2) It shall be lawful for the Governor, by proclamation, Governor 

to be publishe~ i~ the Royal Gazette, to prohibit the 0 se~ting of ;~ibit 
fire to land wlthm such parts of the Colony and wlthm such setting fire 

°fi dOh 1 ' h G to land times to be speCl e m suc proc amatlOn as t e overnor may . 
see :fit; and any person who, after the publication of and Cap. 135 1925 

within the time specified in such proclamation, sets fire to any s. 3 (1). 

land within any part of the Colony mentioned in such 
proclamation,. shal~ be liable to ~ fine of two hundred and forty 

. dollars, or to ImprISOnment for SIX months. . 

4. (1) Every person desirous of setting fire to land shall- P~ocedure by 
. person 

(a) cause an open space of at least twenty-five feet m desiring 
width to be cleared round the land; " to set fire. 

(b) cause all inflammable matter to be carefully removed 
from such space; 

(c) give to the Warden of the Ward in which the land is 
situated a notice in writing specifying the local situation, 
e:1..iJent, and abuttals of the land; 

(d) send to the Warden a certificate from a neighbouring, 
land-owner in the form in the Schedule hereto; and Schedule. 

(e) if he is a contractor, cane farmer, or tenant, send to 
the Warden the consent in writing of the person from 
whom he holds such land or the attorney, manager, 
assignee, or successor in title of such person. 

(2) Upon receiving the notice and certificate and also, ~ranting of 
h ' d h 0 hId' b ' lIcence were reqUIre , t e consent m t east prece mg su sectIOn . 

mentioned, the Warden may, in his absolute discretion, either 
grant a licence to set fire to the land or cause a further 
inspection to be made and a further certificate in a like form as 
a~oresaid to be given by a competent person to be named by 
hIm before granting the licence . 

. ,.. (3) If any such certificate shall be false in any particular, 
the person who makes the same, or any applicant for a licence 
who, tenders, utters, or puts off the same or any other false 
certIfICate, shall be liable to a fine of two hundred and forty 
dollars. 

False 
cel'tifica teo 

(4) A licence to set fire to land, shall specify the period, ~orm of 

~ot exceeding fourteen days at the&~ost, within which such licence. 

hce.l.lceslu:ll be in force and th~,~Jiours during which fire. :tp,ay~)Se 
bet:. I.,J.f.ov1ded alw~ys, that p6~uch day S~all)?eIJ9;.tlfufJti51iIb~c:t'/ 
.y all.Y proclamatIOn o(.ftie Governor. r 9Yf' '61;' 'c. 1 // 
'/ '/ , . / 

/ 
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(5) The powers conferred by this section on a Warden may 
be exercised by any person authorised bywritin.g under the 
hand of the Warden so to exercise them. . 

(6) A Warden and a person authorised by the Warden to .. 
grant licences to set fire may refuse to grant a licence to set a 
fire where, in the opinion of the Warden or person ,authorised as 
aforesaid, the fire would, notwithstanding the· precautions 
required· by this Ordinance, cause danger to the land of any 
other person. 

(7) Any person who, with intent to obtain a licence to set 
fire to land, forges or alters, or,knowing it to be forged or 
altered, utters a consent to set fire to land required by this 
section shall be liable to a fine of two hundred and forty dollars, 
or to imprisonment for six months, or to both such fine and 
imprisonment. ' 

5. Nothing in this Ordinance contained shall apply to 
setting fire to any- cocoa or coconut tree for the purpose of 
eradicating or preventing the dissemination of any disease or 
pest within the meaning of the Plant Protection 'Ordinance, 6r 
to setting fire to any tree, plant, or growth in pursuance of an 
order of an officer appointed under the said Ordinance, or to 
setting fire to any tree, shrub, growth, or underwood on any 
land which is being cleared for the construction or maintenance_ 
of a railway under the provisions of the Railways Ordinance, or 
for the construction or maintenance by the Public Works 
Department of any road under the provisions of the Roads 
Ordinance. 

! i 

. 6. (1) Every person to whom a licence shall be granted 
under this Ordinanc~ shall, forty-eight hours at least before fire 
shall be set to such land, serve or cause to be. served on the 
officer or non-commissioned officer in charge of the police -
Station nearest to such land, and on the occupiers of all lands 
adjoining the land in respect of which such licence may.be 
granted,·a notice specifying the days on and the -hours d:urmg. 
which it is intended to set fire to such land. 

(2) In the case of land occupied by a tenant other thaD: a 
tenant for years, or by a contractor or a cane farmer, the notICe 
in the last preceding subsection mentioned as being required to 
be served on all oCGupiers of adjoining land shall be served 
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upon the person of whom such tenant, contractor, or cane 
farmer immediately holds, as well as upon such tenant, 
contractor, or cane farmer. 
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. (3) For the purposes of this section, land shall be deemed ~ea:r;i:r;g. of" 

to be adjoining the land in respect of which a licence to set fire la:~~ommg 
has been granted notwithstanding the interposition of a road, 
path, or trace, whether public or private, or a river or 
watercourse. 

7. Every such notice may be served on any occupier by Seryice of 

delivering the same to him in person, or by leaving the same at notIce. 

his residence on such adjoining land with some person actually 
residing therein, or if there be no such residence, or if no person 
can be found thetein,then by affixing such notice in some open ' 
and conspicuous place upon such adjoining land. 

8. (1) It shall be the duty-
(a) of every person, whenever fire shall be set to any 

land under a licence granted to him under this Ordinance, 
and 

(b) of every occupier of land, whenever he has notice 
that any fire has come on to or is on his land, 

Fires to be 
watched. 

so long as any fire shall be on any such land, to cause the same 
to be closely watched either by himself or by some responsible 
servant or agent to. be by him appointed for such purpose, and 
it shall be the duty of such person or owner to use every 
endeavour by himself, his servants and agents, to extinguish 
any fire which may escape or extend from the land on which 
any fire shall have been set by him into any neighbouring 
lands, or to extinguish any fire tb1tt may have come on ~ or 
be on his land. /// / ' _ fJ ~ Q_ 

(2) ~ny person co:g,travening the/provisio,(Jyt~e~lfJ:~f 
shall be liable to :>-neof ninety-sixdollars. f~ / if" 

9E ' / , 
. very person who- Penalty for 

, .. ' setting fire 
(a) sets fire to, or procures, aIds, or abets the settmg fire ,;ithout 

to, any land without a licence under this Ordinance, or ~~~fc~~ or 

(b) acts in contravention of the provisions of section 6, 

~hall. be liable to a fue of two hundred and forty dollars, or to 
~Ulpr~~onment for six months, or to both such fine and 
unprl~onment. -
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10. If fire shall be set to any land in respect of which a 
licence has been granted under this Ordinance at any time 
other than on the days or during the hours specified in the 
licence, the occupier of the land shall be liable to a fine of forty. 
eight dollars. 

11. On the trial of any complaint for any offence under this 
Ordinance, proof of any crop . or trash growing or being in or 
upon any land having been on fire shall be primd facie evidence 
against the occupier of such land of such fire having been set 
thereto by such occupier or with his authority. 

Charcoal pits. 12. It shall not be lawful for any person to open or use any 
pit on any land for the making of charcoal, without the licence 
of the Warden of the Ward within which such pit shall be 
situate; and every such Warden, before granting any such 
licence, shall personally inspect or cause to be inspected by 
some competent person the place in which it is proposed to 
open or use such pit, and on such inspection, if he shall be of 
opinion that such pit may be used without danger of fire, may 
grant a licence for the same; and every such licence shall be 
and remain in force until the 31st of December of the year in 
which such licence shall be granted. 

Using 
charcoal pits. 
without 
licence. 

Setting fire to 
Crown lands 
without 
authority. 

13. Any person who shall open or use any pit for the making 
of charcoal without a sufficient licence under this Ordinance in 
that behalf shall be liable to a fine of ninety-six dollars, or to 
imprisonment for three months. 

14. Every person who shall wilfully set fire to any Crown 
lands except by virtue of an order in writing of the Warden of 
the Ward within which such lands may be situate, to be made 
under the authority of this Ordinance, shall be liable to a fine 
of two hundred and forty dollars, or to imprisonment for six 
months. 

Warde~ ,may 15. It shall be lawful for the Warden of any Ward within 
C~~:nfi~~~~f which any Crown lands may be situate, by an order in writing 

I 

I 

I 

under his hand, to make order for the setting of fire to any 
such land on any day, not being a day prohibited by any 
proclamation of the Governor; and public notice of such order 
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been made shall be given by affixing copies of such 
ill some open and conspicuous part of the several Police 

lIi1IU~.V.u."" within the several Wards within which such land or 
part thereof may be situate, at least ten clear days before 
first day to be appointed in or by such order for setting 

.to such land: Provided that no such order for setting fire 
. Crown lands shall be made in any. case where the 

of Crown Lands shall prohibit the making 
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16. Every. person who carries any lighted torch or other li~h·rymd· g h 
, f' 't' t uffi' tl 1 d g te toro • ill a state 0 Iglll lOn, no SOlen y enc ose so as to eto. . 

...,.,.n,"{nnlT. danger from fire, in or upon any public road or any 
lands, shall be liable to a fine of twenty-four dollars. 

, 

7. (1) Every person who smokes upon any plantation save Smo:kin,g, 

except within a dwelling-house, or carries any lighted torch ;1~t~~ion. 
other matter in a state of ignition not sufficiently enclosed 
asto prevent danger from fire upon any plantation, shall be 
..... to a fine of twenty-four dollars. 

(2) A prosecution under this section may be instituted 
by a m~mber of the Police Force. 

1.8. (I) Where a fire has broken out on any land, the Warden Powerto 

the Ward in which ,su?h land is situate o.,-{ a!ly of his W ard ::~r land 

or any commlss!oned or non-comJll.lsslOned officer of extinguish 

•. or any Deputy Conservator of '. orests or Principal fire. 
Ranger or any District Eng' er Assistant District Ord, 27-1926, , s.3. . 

or Chief Road Overseer of the Public Works 
. t or any member of a ire Vigilance Committee IJ 

the County for which he is ppointed may, if he think ,e.;, jLJj~ . 
'. u~on the land where s~ fire may be, and upon any -Y .Dn'YT~ 
whIch there may be ro/"~onable cause of apprehension H 

~"~'~~~ fire may spread, aJ¥1 do all such matters and things 
Warden or officer sha'll reasonably deem to be necessary 

.. purpose o~ extin~rlishing such fire or preventing the 
.... and spreadmg th xeof . 

. ~(2) Such Warde or officer may also, if necessary, call Persons 

and req.uire eve male person who is at the time Within a t~e::n!d~~n 
---~'~LV dlS~ance f any such fire to be aiding and assisting to assist. ,7 such fire; and any such person who, after 
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b~iJ?-g SO call~d. upon and required, shall reffrse or fail to be 
aIdmg or assIstmg as he may be directeg/by such Warden or 
officer as aforesaid shall be liable to a ~ of twenty-four dollars, 
unless he proves to the satisfactio:rYOf the Magistrate that at 
the time of such fire he was undetthe age of fourteen years or 
above the age of sixty yearS: or was prevented by bodily 
sickness or infirmity fromoeing so aiding and assisting. 

(3) The fact that any such Warden or officer has called 
upon and required any male person to be aiding and assisting 
in the extinction of any such fire shall be conclusive for all 
purposes that the person so called upon and required was at 
such time 'S aforesaid within a reasonable distance oftihe fire. 

19. All offences under this Ordinance may be prosecuted, 
and all penalties incurred may be imposed or recovered, in the 
manner" provided by the Summary Courts Ordinance. 

20. All penalties recovered under this Ordinance shall be 
paid into the Treasury for the use of the Colony. 

21. (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 20, the 
Governor in Council may award and direct payment by the 
Treasurer to any perSOll or persons who has or have given 
information leading to the recovery of any penalty, such 
portion, not exceeding a moiety in the aggregate, as he may 
think proper. 

(2) This section shall be in force only at such times and 
in such districts as the Governor may from time to time prescribe 
by proclamation to be published in the Royal Gazette. 

22. Nothing in this Ordinance contained shall take away 
or diminish the liability of any person for any damage from 
fire caused by the act or neglect of such person or his servant. 

23. Nothing in this Ordinance contained shall extend to 
the City of Port-of-Spain or the Boroughs of San Fernando 
or Arima. 
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/ 
I of in the Ward of landowner [9r/ the person 

named by Warden of the Ward of to ma]p{ the inspection 
required by section 4 of the Agricultural Fires Ordinance} hereby certify as 

SCHEDULE, (Section 4.) 

Form of Certificate. 

follows:- . // ;?)"A 
(1) I per?onally inspected on t.he. .'. ,,9::(y o! ,1, the~/-1 

land to whICh 0 of IS desHous/of settmg fire. 6/ 
(2) The local sit .. ua.ti~n, extent, and .... ~{~als of tltf Ar~i d 71' .. d / 

(a) Loc.al SltuatIOn [here set out partwularsJ . . ~ 
. (b) Extent [here set out areay' . .. . . 

1 /· . (0) Abutta s. / 

(3) The said has ~sed an open space of at least 25 feet-
to wit feet in wi~}]{ to be cleared all round the said land and has 
carefully removed all in:f:Yammable matter from such space. 

~_~-----;4-,/ (Signed.) 

. N.B.-The person giving or uttering a certificate false in any particular is liable to a 
fine of $240, and in default of payment to imprisonment for six months. . 


