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CHAPTER 23. No.7. 

AGRICULTURAL FIRES. 

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE REGULATION 
AND PREVENTION OF AGRICULTURAL FIRES. 

Ordin,ances 
Ch.23. No.7-

1940. 

'/ 
/~ 

[29th December, 1915.J 
j 

No. 11-1942. 
,. 40-1944. 

Commence­
ment. 

1. rh~ Ordinance may be cited as the Agricultural Shorttitle. 

Fires o;ci{rl;.nce. ' 

2 I t' h'· ~o ~- ~ I . n IS r' nance-, nterpre-
tation~ 

, ({ clear d~' ~'. shall .be reckoned .exclusive of the 
day on 'vVhlCh a~ny notIce shalL be gIven, and of the 
day on which an5r"'- act mentioned in' such notice shall 

'\., 
be done' Y,>" . ' ) ;, 

(( crop" Ineans an~, growing crop, tree., \voodJ or 
uJ.lderwood, or other ptoduce of the sOlI, whether 
cultivated or not; '""'\. 

({ ,Crown lands" means ""'~y lands vested in His 
1vfa j esty ; " ! '\, 

({ occupie~ " rpeans the persojl\·liaving the immediate ' 
charge or management of any plantation or land, and 
includes an occupying owner, a terlap-t, con±r~ctor, or 
cane farmer; .' . , \\' 

"set fire to land}J means the setti~g fire to any 
, cr~? or tr~sh growing or being in or upon.~ny land; 

trash means any megass, straw, bru~hvvood,' or 
other inflammable matter. \\ , , 

. \. ' 

3. {I) It shall be lawful for the Governor to app6int for Powerto 
any County a Fire Vigilance Committee consisting ot'such a}?p.oint Fire 

, • .' '\ V 19i1ance 
persons as the Governor by notIce In the RoyaZ Gazette Committees. 
may appoint. ' , \'\.' 

'" 
" 
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-~ 

\(2) It shall be lawful for the Governor, by proclama-
tion, \to be published in the Royal Gazette, to prohibit 
the set,!ing of fire' to land ,vithiu' such parts of the Colony 
and witpin such times to be specified in such procl?-mation 
as the, GQvernor may see fit; . and 'any person who, after the 
publicatl~n of and within the time specified in such 
proclamat~on, sets fire to any land witmI?- any part of the 
Colony me!Q-tioned in such .proclamation, shall be liable 
to a fine of ' two hundred and forty dollars, or to imprison-
ment for· six \{llont4s.. . . 

\., 
4. (1) Every'~erson desirous. of setting fire to land shall-· 

(a) . cause \'qn' open space of at least twenty-five 
feet in width t.p be cleared round the land; 
+ (b) cause aU'\infiammable matter to be carefully 

- removed from -sub:,h space; . 
\ . 

(c) give to the W{trden of the Ward in which the land 
is. situated a notic~ in writing specifying the local 

, situation, e~tent, ano\,abuttals of the land; 
(d) send to the Wat'4en a certificate from a neigh­

bouring land-9wner in ttl, forn1 in the Schedule hereto; 
and ", \ 

(e) if he is a contract;i\ cane farmer, or tenant, 
send to the Warden the chpsent in writing of the 
persan from whom he holds su((h land or the attorney, ' 
manager, assignee, or sllccessor\i"p title of such person. 

. (2) Upon receiving the notice \tnd certificate and 
also, when required, the consent in \'t~~e last preceding 
subsection mentioned, the Warden may;\. in his absolute 
di$cretion, either grant a licenc.e to set fir~ to the land. or 
cause a further inspection to be made \~nd ,a further 
certificate in a like f017m as aforesaid to B, given by a 
competent person to be named by him before ,&ranting the 
licence. \\ 

, , ~ . \. , 

(3) If any such certificate shall he false". in any 
partic~ __ llar, the person who makes the same, or ·any aNplicant 
for a licence who tenders, utters, or puts off the sallle or 

, any 'other false certificate, shall be liable to a fine o':t t\iVO 

hundred and forty dollars. . \ : 
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(4)\.A licence to set fire to land shall specify-, Form of 
\. licence. 

(a) \,he number of persons who shall be present OrdAO-1944. 

to assis\ the licensee in 'controlling the fire; and 8.2 (i). 

(b) th~\number of v{atch..men who shall be present 
on the la~d so long as any smouldering material 
remains theI~on; and 

(c) the pe;])Qd, not exceeding fourteen days, during 
which the licerrt;e shall be in force; and 

(d) the hours\\p.uring v{hich the fire may be set: 
Provided alwayq that no fire shall be,set on a day 

prohibited by any')?roclamation of the Governor . 
.. 

"( 5) The powers con!~rred by this section on a Warden Exercise of 

may be exercised by anJ\, person authori~ed by writing powers. 

,under the hand of the vVarden S0 to exerCIse them. 
"-, 't 

(6) A Warden and a per~on authorised by the Warden Power to' . 
to grant licences to set fire TIlp.y refuse to grant a licence refuse liceIiCfr 

fir h . th ,~ f th W d to set :tire .. to set a e were, In e Oplnl'Qn a e ar en or person 
authorised as aforesaid, the :fj}~ vvould, notwithstanding 
th~ precautions required by this\ Ordinance, cause danger 
to the land of any, other person. \ 

(7) Any person vvho, with int~nt to obtain a licence Forgery of 
to set fire .. to land, forges or alters;\. or, knowing it to bt; con;sents. 

forged or altered, utters a consent\ to set fire to land 
required by this section, shall be liahle to a fine of two 
hundred and forty dollars, or to irdprisonmenf for six 
inonth~, or to both such nn,e and impriS,onment. 

(8) Any person committing a brea\,h of any of the Bred~f of ~>. 
conditions of -a licence to set fire to lanet shall be liable li:n~;~ns 0., 

to a fine of ninety-six dolla~s. . \c Ord.40-1944-,. 
- s. 2' (ii). 

_ (9) Every licence to S.et ftre to land '; anted under Form of 

this Ordinance shall be in t,he form in the Sc dule hereto. licence. 
Schedule .. 

·5. Nothing in thls Ordinance contained sh~ apply to Burning 
setting fire to any cocoa or coconut tree for tn,e' purpose diseased 

f d· t' .L' tb' d' . t' l f trees or a era ~ca lng OT' prevenLlng .I.e Issemlna 101\' 0 any 'other growth 
disease or pest within the meaning of the Plant P~otection 
9tdinance, or to setting fh:'e to any tree, plant, or\~towth 
In pursuance of an order of ,an officer appointed unEter the 
said Ordinance, or to setting fire to any tree, shrub, g~owth, 
or ,underwood on any land which is being cleated fo{ the: 

\ 
\ 
\. 
\ 
\ 
~\ 

'\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
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cQhstrnction or maintenance of a railway under the 
pr'0visions of the Railways Ordinance, or for the construc­
tioil.. or maintenance by the Works and Hydraulics 
Dep~rtment of any road under the provisions of the Roads 
Ordiii~ance. . 

\ 
\ 

:Notice to 6. (l)\\Every person to whom a licence shall be granted 
;~f~~ . under thi~ Ordinance shall, forty-eight hours at least before 
neighbours. fire shall he set to such land, serve or cause to be served 

on the offi\er or subordinate. police officer in charge of 
the Police Sf~tion nearest to su~h "land, and on the occupiers 
of all lands a:-q.joining the land in respect of which such 
licence may be\granted, a notice specifying the days on and 
the hours durirlg which it is intended to set fire to such 
land. . - \ , 

(2) In the cas'~\pf land occupied by a tenant other than 
a tenant for years, ~r by a contractor or a cane farmer, 
-the notice in the lasl\preceding subsection mentioned as 
being required to be served on all occupiers of adjoining 
land -shall be seryed upoh._ the person of whom such tenant, 
contractor, or cane farmer immediately holds, as well as 
upon such tenant) contract6.r, or cane farmer. 

. Meaning Of' (3) For the purpos'es ~1. this section, land shall be 
;~~~~oining" deemed to be adjoining the lan(l\~n. respect ?f whic~ a licen~e 

to set fire has been .granted not'¥1thstandlng the mterposl­
tion of a road, path, or trace, wh~ther public or private, or 

£en"ice of 
:.notice. 

Fires to'be 
"'\Watched. 

a river or ,;vatercourse. ""'\ 
\\ 

"-
'\(. 

7. Every such notice may be serv~d on any occupier 
by delivering the same to him in perso:tl\ or by leaving the 
same at his residence on such adjoinin~_, land with some 
person actually residing therein, or if thf(re be no such 
residence, or if rio person can be found tliyrein, th~n by 
affixing such notice in some open and cons);?icuous place 
upo.n such adjoining land. \. 

\'.. 

8. (1 ) It shall be the duty-' 
";. 

\.. 
\ 
\ 

(a) of every person, whenever fire shall b~ set to 
any land under a licence granted to him undtr this 
Orq.inance, and \ 

\\ 

\ 
\~ 

\ 
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~ of every occupier of land, whenever he has notiCe· 
that 'any fire has come on to or is on his land, 

\. ' 

:so long as ~itY fire shall be on any such land, to Cause the 
same to be clpsely watched either 'by himself or by" some 
responsible sel-want or agent to be by him appointed for 
such purpose, 'apd it shall be the duty of such person or 
Qwner to use eve,y endeavour by himself, his servants and 
agents, to extinguish any fire which may escape or extend 
~rom the lan~ on ~f~ch any fire shall have. bee~- set by him 
Into any' neighboulang lands, or to extIngu~sh any fire 
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that may have com~\on to or be on his land. ' . -

. '. (Q) It shan be th~,,<duty of every occupier of land within 
twenty-four hours of h~ having notice that there is a fire ord.~O-1944J 
on his land, to notify tne Warden.!of "the County or Ward s.. 

in which the land is situ~te of the existence of such fire: 
Provided that nothing in,\pis subsection shall apply to an 
(occupier of land who has set\.p.re to his land under a licence 
issued under this '-Orainance>\ 

(3) Any person contra~erilp.g any of the p~ovisions of 
this'~'section shall beJiable to a :Ope of ninety-six dollars. . 

\;'J 

'\ 
'9. Every,person who- , \~ 

'\ Penalty for 
(a) sets fire to, or procures, aicts, or abets the setting se~ting fire 

:6. t 1 d "th t Ii' "d th' 0 d' WIthout Ie 0, any an WI au a <;ence lin er. IS r Inance, licence,or 
or \ notice., 

(b) acts in contravention of '\p.e prOVIsIons of 
'section 6) \ 

shall be liable to' a. fine of two hundred a\d forty dollars, 
.or: to imprisonment for six months~ or to \both such fine 
and imprisonment, \\ 

"\ 
. \' -

• 10.- If fire shall be 'set to any land in respect., of which. a Setting.fire 
. 11cen~e has been granted under this Ordinance ~\ any time c:ontrary to 
,~ther than on the. days or during the hours specified in the hcence. 

1Icence, the occupIer of th~ land shall be liable to \a fine of 
:forty-eight dollars.. \ 

\ 
- , J 1" O~ the trial of any complaint for any offence u\der Pro?f of ~ 
, this Ordmance, proof of any crop .or trash growing or b~llg setting fire. 

\ 
\ 

.\ 
'\ 

" " 
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in\!r upon any land having been on fire shall be prima facie 
evidence against the occupier of such land of such fire 
haviftg been set thereto by such occupier or with his 
autholity. 

\. .. 
12. I~\~hall not be lawful' for a~y person to open or use 

any pit oi\ any land for the making of charcoal, w;'thout 
the licence "of the Warden of the vVard within which such 
pit shall b~'\ situate; and every such Warden, before 
granting any ~ttch licence) shall personally inspect or cause 

, to be inspecteCl, by some competent person the place in. 
which it is propb,sed to open or use such pit, and on such 
inspection, if he slI~ll be of opinion that su.ch pit may be used 
without danger of~"n;re, may grant a licence for the same; 
and every· such licehce shall be and remain in force until 
the 31st of Decemb~\ of the year in vvhich such licence 
shall be granted. "\, . '. 

. 13. Any person who \~an open or use any pit for the 
making of charcoal wi~ho~t a sufficient licence under thi& 
Ordinance in that behalf sli~ll be liable to a fine of ninety-· 
six dollars, or to imprisonme1+,t for three months. 

. . 
14. Every person who shan\~~fullY set fire to any Crown 

lands except by virtue of an order: in vyriting of the Warden. 
of the Ward within which such\.Jands may be situated,. 
to be made under the authority of\{his Ordinance, shall be 
liable to a fine of two hundred an<i forty dollars) or to· 
imprisonmen t for six months. \\, 

, Warden may 15. It shall be lawful for the Warden ~l any Ward \vithin: 
order firing which any' Crown lands may .be situate\ .. by an order in. of Crown ' . 
-lands. writing under his hand, to make order fo~ tq.e setting all 

fire to any such land on any day, not being a '~ay prohibited 
by a-TlY proclamation of the .Governor; and 'public notice 
of such order having been made shall be given." by affixing 
copies of such order in some open and conspicu\ras. part of 
the several Police Stations -within the several .Wards 
within which such land or any part thereof may B~ situate, 
at least ten clear days b~fore the first day to be a~pointed 
in or by such order for setting fire to such Ian d : Pt~:vided. 
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'I. 
~. ' ~ 

that no"s~ch order for setting fire to any Crown lands shall 
be ,made "'41 any case where the Sub-Intendant of, Cro\vn 
Lands shall\~rohibit the m~king thereof. 

~\ 

16. Every p'~:rson "rho carries any lighte,d torch or other ~arrying 
matter"in a staf~ of ignitionJ not sufficiently enclosed so as ~;~tedetc. 
to prevent dang'~r from fire, in or upon any public road,' ' 
or any Crown la4ds, shall be liable to a fine of twenty-
four dollars. '\ 

\~ 

17. (1) Every pei~on who smok~s upon any plantation Smoking, 

s,a ve. 'and except wit'~in a d-yve~ing-house, or '. ca~r~es any ;i~~t~~ion, 
lIghted torch or othet matter In a state of Ignltlon not 
sufficiently enclosed sO\,as t,o prevent danger from fire upon 
any, plantation, shall .'B~ liable. to a fine of twenty-four 
'dollars, '\ 

(2) A prosecution u~qer this section may be instituted 
only by a member of the Po~ce Force. , 

\ . 

IS. (1) In this section,." a ~i;horised person" means the Definition., 

\Va!den for t~e County or'vV.an:I\~n vvhich any land !eferre~ Or:'!~71944 
to ,In subsectIon (2) hereof IS sltn.ated, or any of hIS Ward Ord.1l-1942, 
Officers, any Fire Patrolman apph!nted by him or by the' 5.2. " 

Conservator of Forests, any meml:1er of the :police Irorce J 

any ·Forest Officer, 9-ny Executiye\,Engineer or District 
Officer or Chief Overseer of the YV'orks and. Hydraulics 
DepartmentJ any non-clerical officer '\pf ,the Agricultural 
Department, or any member of a Fire V,~gilance Committee 
for any County in which any land re;ferred to in sub-
section (2) hereof is situate. \';' 

(2) \¥here a fire has broken out oft, any land, any Power-to 

authorised person may, if he think fit, enter\.upon any land :~~e~~~~ 
where sucp. fire' may be, and upon any -r~nd to which guish :(ire. 

there may be reasonable cause to apprehend that such 
fire Inay 'spreadJ arid do all such matt~rs and t:.pings which 
he shall reasonably deem to be necessary for t1}e purpose 
of extinguishing such fire' or preventing the gi't!wth -(,lnci 
spreading thereof. ." \, 

. " (3) Such authorised perSall may also, if ,neb~ssary, Persons 
call upon and require every male person who is at th~ time present may , . th'" ~ , , be called 
WI In' a reasonable distance of any such fire to ,aid\ and UP?h to 

T. -III. . . 23 \ aSSIst. 

\ 
" '\. 

\ 

~ '\. 
\' 
\J 
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\ 
\?-ssist in the extinction of such fire; and any such male 
p,.~rson who, after being so called upon and required, shall 
rcltuse or fail to aid or' assist as he may be directeq by such 
authorised person as aforesaid shall be liable to a fine of 
tweftty-four dollars,. unless he proves to the satisfaction 
of th(\Magistrate that at the time of such fire he was under 
the age, of fourteen years. or over the age of sixty years, 
or was 'prevented by bqd.iJy sickness or infirmity from so 
aiding ari~ assisting. ' 

(4) \he fact that' any such authorised person has 
called upon '~nd required any male person to aid and assist 
in the extinction of any ·such fire shall be conclusive for 
,all purposes th~t the male person so called upon and required 
was at such tiffie as aforesaid within a reasonable distance 

" \ 

of the ,fire. . 
\. 

_19. All offences tip-der this 'Ordinance· may be prosecuted, 
and all penalties iUGprred may be imposed or recovered, 
in the manner provid.e~ by the Summary Courts Ordinance. 

. \ 
20. All penalties reco~~ered under this Ordinance- shall be 

paid into the 'Treasury fO, the use of the Colony. 
. \. 

21. (1) Notwithstanding 'the provisions of section 20, the 
Governor in Council. may award and direct payment by the 
Accountant General to any p~rson or persons who has or 
have given information leadi4g to the recovery of any 
penalty, such portion, not exceeding a moiety in the aggre- · 
gate, as he may think proper. ~\ ' . 

\ 

.. (2) This section shalt be In \force only 'at such times 
and in such districts as the Governor: rna y from time to time 
prescribe by proclamation to be p~blished in the Royal 
Gazette. '\ 

- \ 
\, 

22. Nothing in this Ordinance .. contairlyd shall take away 
or diminish the liability of any person for\any damage from 
fire caused by the act of neglect of such person Of-" his 
servant. ' . \, 

\ -

Application .' 23. Nothing in this Ordinance contained \hall extend 
-of Orain,. ,to the City of Port-of-Spain or the Borouo;~ of San anee. D 

Fernando or Arima. \ 
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\ SCHEDULE. 

\\, , Form of Certificate. 

I, \ of in the Ward of landowner [or the 
person \named by Warden of the \Vard of to make the 
inspecti6.p required by section 4 of the Agricultural Fires Ordinance] 
hereby c~\tify as follows:- . 

(1) '\ personally inspected on the day of 1 19 
the lanG\ to which of is desirous of settip.g fire. 

(Section 
4 (1) (d).) 

\ 
(2) !"'h,local si~uati~n} extent, and abuttals of t~e land are:-

(a) \-ocal sItuatIOn [here s~t out part~cularsJ. 
(b) E\tent [here set out area]. 
(c) Ab,ttals. 

(3) The said \ has caused ap open space of at least 25 feet-
to wit fee.t in width to be cIeared all round the said land and 
has carefully rem~ed all in~ammable D;latter from such space. 

\. (Signed.) 
.... 

..... \ 

N.B.~The person giving or uttering a certificate false in any particular isliable 
to a fine of $24-0, and in default '0j payment to imprisonment for six months. ' 

\ . 

\ ;,. 
\\-~~\~-,~ --

. Licence to S~'t\Fire to Land. 
" 

'. Warden's Office, 
\, 19 

is licensed to set fire to a parcel of l~'~-",at in the said Ward
J 

containing acres or thereabouts, ah.d bounded as follows, viz.:-
N. by 0\ 

Ward of 

E. by \\ 
S. by \ 
.~~ \ 

on the fol1o~ng conditions- . \ 

(1) that the licensee shall cause to be preseitt 
assist the ~icensee in controning the fire; \ 

persons to 

, \ 
(2) that .the licensee shall cause watchi:Q.en to be present 

on the 'land so long as -any smouldering material\remains on the 
"'ground; \ ... 

. (3) that fire shall only be set between the hours of \ and 

(4) that this licence shall take effect on \19, and . , \ 
expIre on· > 19 \ ,\ 

\ Tl'arden. 

\ 
\ 23 (2) 

\\ 
'c 

\ .. -
'\ 

(Section 
4- (9).) 


