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Fifth Session Fifth Parliament Republic of Trinidad
and Tobago

REPUBLIC  OF  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO

Act No. 21 of 2000

[L.S.]

AN ACT to amend the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic
Act, Chap. 48:50

[Assented to 25th July, 2000]

ENACTED by the Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago as
follows:—

1. This Act may be cited as the Motor Vehicles and
Road Traffic (Amendment) Act, 2000.

Enactment
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2. In this Act, the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic
Act is referred to as “the Act”. 

3. The Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Act is
amended—                                                                            

(a) in section 2 by inserting after the definition
of “traffic sign”, the following definition:

“Traffic Warden” means a person
appointed in accordance with the
provisions of section 10A;”; 

(b) by inserting after section 10, the following
section:

10A. (1) The Police Commis-
sioner may—

(a) with the approval of the
Minister responsible for
the Police; and

(b) subject to—
(i) such conditions as the

Minister directs; and

(ii) criteria as may be
established by order by
the Minister responsi-
ble for transport after
consultation with the
Licensing Authority,

appoint by instrument in writing,
any member of an organisation or
any person as a Traffic Warden for
the purpose of assisting the Police
in connection with the control and
regulation of road traffic and with
the enforcement of the law.

(2) A Traffic Warden shall,
while in the execution of his duty,
wear such uniform as the Police

Interpretation

Chap. 48:50

The Motor Vehicles
and Road Traffic Act
amended

“Appointment
and functions
of a Traffic
Warden

342 No. 21 Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic (Amendment) 2000



Commissioner, with the approval
of the Minister responsible for the
Police, directs.

(3) Any driver who—
(a) fails to comply with the

directions given by a
Traffic Warden while on
duty;

(b) obstructs a Traffic
Warden in the execu-
tion of his duty, or aids
or incites any other
person not to c o m p l y
with the directions of a
Traffic Warden or to
obstruct a Traffic
Warden in the execu-
tion of his duty,

is guilty of an offence and is liable
on summary conviction to a fine of
three hundred dollars or to
imprisonment for six months.”;

(c) by inserting after section 86, the following
sections:

86A. (1) Notwithstanding any
other written law, the Licensing
Authority may suspend for a
period not exceeding six months,
every driving permit issued under
this Act to a person where the
person’s record as a driver of
motor vehicles or his conduct or
habits as a driver establishes that
it would not be in the interests of
the public safety for him to hold a
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driving permit issued under this
Act or that the person is not
competent to drive a motor
vehicle.

(2) For the purpose of
establishing that it would not be
in the interest of public safety for
a person to hold a valid driving
permit or that such a person is not
competent to drive a motor
vehicle, the President may
prescribe by Regulations, a system
of awarding penalty points against
a person for the commission of an
offence under this Act or the Motor
Vehicles and Road Traffic
(Enforcement and Administration)
Act or the Regulations made under
this or that Act.

(3) The Regulations re-
ferred to in subsection (2) shall
specify—

(a) the maximum number of
points to be awarded
against a person before it
may be established that it
would not be in the
interest of public safety for
him to hold a valid driving
permit or that the person
is not competent to drive a
motor vehicle;

(b) the period during which
the points shall remain on
a person’s driving record.
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(4) The Licensing Authority
may exercise the power conferred
upon it by this section to suspend
the driving permit of a person, at
such time after the maximum
number of points, referred to in
subsection (3), has been awarded
against the person as the
Authority thinks fit.

(5) Where the points
awarded against a person under
the Regulations made under
subsection (2) reach fifty per cent
of the maximum number at which
the Licensing Authority may
suspend the driving permit of that
person under this section, the
Authority shall give notice in
writing to the person.

(6) Where a person is
disqualified by an order of a court
from holding or obtaining a
driving permit for such period of
time as may be specified in the
order, every point awarded against
him under the regulations made
under subsection (2) shall
thereupon be cancelled.

(7) Where a holder of a
valid driving permit commits on a
single occasion, two or more
offences under this Act or the
Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic
(Enforcement and Administration)
Act or the Regulations made under
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this or that Act, penalty points
shall be awarded against him only
for the offence committed by him
and in respect of which the largest
number of points may be awarded
against a person.

(8) For the purposes of this
section, a person shall be deemed
to have committed an offence
under the Motor Vehicles and
Road Traffic (Enforcement and
Administration) Act or the Regula-
tions made under subsection (2) if
he pays the prescribed penalty
under section 5 of that Act, except
that a person who appeals a
fixed penalty in accordance with
section 3(7) of the Motor Vehicles
and Road Traffic (Enforcement
and Administration) Act, shall not
be deemed to have committed the
offence until the appeal has been
adjudicated against him.

86B. (1) The Licensing Authority
shall, before suspending under
section 86A the driving permit of a
person, give that person notice in
writing of its intention to do so,
specifying a date not less than
fourteen days after the date of the
notice, upon which such
suspension shall be made and
calling upon the person to show
cause to the Authority why the
driving permit should not be
suspended.
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(2) Upon the person failing
to show cause within the period
referred to in subsection (1) and if
the Licensing Authority after
taking into consideration any facts
in mitigation, decides to suspend
the driving permit of the person
pursuant to section 86A, the
Authority shall forthwith, in
writing, notify the person of the
suspension.

(3) An order of suspension
made under section 86A shall not
take effect until the expiration of
fourteen days after the Licensing
Authority has informed the person
concerned of the order.

(4) A person whose driving
licence has been suspended by the
Licensing Authority under this
section may, within fourteen days
of the receipt of the notice referred
to in subsection (2), appeal to a
court of competent jurisdiction
against that decision and the
decision of that court shall be
final.

86C. (1) The Licensing Authority
shall, upon suspending a driving
permit under section 86A, require
the person concerned to  surrender
the driving permit to the Licensing
Authority.

(2) Any person whose
driving permit has been
suspended under section 86A shall
forthwith surrender the driving
permit to the Licensing Authority
on request pursuant to sub-
section (1).
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(3) Subject to a decision of
the Court following an appeal
referred in section 86B(4), a
driving permit suspended by the
Licensing Authority shall be of no
effect and a person whose permit
is so suspended shall, during the
period of such suspension, be
disqualified for obtaining a driving
permit.

(4) At the expiration of the
period of suspension, the
Licensing Authority shall
forthwith return the driving
permit to the holder thereof and
the points awarded against him
shall be cancelled.”.

Passed in the Senate this 14th day of December,
1999.

D. DOLLY
Acting Clerk of the Senate

Passed in the House of Representatives this 1st day
of May, 2000.

J. SAMPSON-JACENT
Clerk of the House

House of Representatives amendments agreed to by
the Senate this 9th day of May, 2000.

D. DOLLY
Acting Clerk of the Senate
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