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No.5· Libel and Defamation. 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 
[Published as a Supplement to the" Royal Gazette" issued on 

the 2nd day of May, 1935.) 

No. 5-] 935, 

1935· 

frJb-SiZe. {kJ 

[L.S·l 

I ASSENT, 

2nd May, 1935. 

A. O. HOLLIS, 
Governor. 

25th April, 1935. 

AN RDINANCE to amend the Libel and Defamation 
Ordinance, Cap. 18. 

B E it e' cted by 'the Governor of Trinidad 'and Tobago 
with t lie, advice and consent of iheLegislative Council 

thereof : _ . .. 
1. ThIS Ordu\ance may be cIted as the LIbel and Short title. 

Defamation Ordinance, I935. and shall be Construction. 
construed as one the Libel and Defamation Ordinance, 
hereinafter referred \ as the Principal 9rdinance. .' (Cap. IS) 

. 2. The Principal nance is. hereby am.ended by the . 
addition ,of, the g", "f,iv,enew sections . n, umbered 
respectively as I4, 15, I6 and 17 :- . , , '. . , sectIOns. 

13. A fairalld accu te report in any newspaper of Newspaper 
, any court 

JUdICIal authonty shall, If p hshed contemporaneously 
with such proceedings, be "r> 'vileged: Provided that prlVllnged. 
nothing in this section shaH au orise thepllblication of 
any blasphemous "or.indeceht ill. tter. ." 
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Libel and Defamation. I935· 
A fair and accurate report published in any 

news aper of the 'proceedings a public meeting, or 
(excep where neIther the pubhc nor any newspaper 

s admitted) of any meeting of a council, ' board,' 
or local authority formed or constituted under the 
provision' of any Order in Council, Letters Patent, Act 
of Parlia lent, Ordinance or of any Committee 
appointed any of the above-mentioned bodies, and 
the at the request of any Government 
Office or De artrrient of any notice or report issued 
by them for' e information of the publIc shall be 
'privileged, unle, it shall be proved that such report or 
publication wa published or made maliciously: 
Provided that no hing in this section shall authorise 
the publication of a! y blasphemous or indecent matter: 
Provided also, protection intended to be 
afforded by this se tion shall not be, available as a 
defence in any procee ings if it shall be proved that the 
defendant has been r to insert in the news-
paper in which the rt or other publication com-
plained 0f appeared a rea:, onable letter or statement by 
way of contradiction or e planation of such report or 
other publication, and has fused or, to insert 
the same: Provided furt er, that nothing in this 
section contained shall be de. ed or construed to limit 
or abridge any privilege no \ by law existing, or to 
protect the publication of an' matter not of public 
concern and the publication 0 which is not for the 
public benefit, 

For the purposes of 'this secti "public meeting" 
shall mean any meeting bona fide a; d lawfully held for 
a lawful purpose, and for the furthe ,ance or discussion 
of any matter of public concern, whe ' er the admission 
thereto be general or restricted. 

IS. It shall be competent for a ju ae or the court, 
upon an application by or on behalf 0'\ two or more 
defendants in actions in respect to, bJ1e same, or 
substantially the same, libel brought by ne and the 
same person, to make an order for the cons lidation of 
such actions, so that they shall be tried together; 
and after such order has been made, and fore the 
trial of the said actions, the defendants in ny new 
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action!. instituted in respect of the or sub:.. 
stantia \ the same, libel shall also be entitled to be 
joined i a common action upon a joint application 
being rna' e by such new defendants and the defendants 
in the act ns already consolidated. . 

In a c solidated action under this section the 
court shall a sess the whole amount of the damages 
(if any) in one unl, but a separate verdict shall be taken 
for or against e'ach defendant in the same way as if the 
actions had been tried separately; and if 
the court shall found a verdict against the defen-
dant or defendants In more than one of the actions so 
consolidated, it shill proceed to apportion the amount 
of damages which so found between and 
against the said defendants; and the 
judge at the trial, if he\\flwards to the plaintiff the costs 
of the action, shall the\eupon make such order as he 
shall deem just for the \apportionment of such costs 

1935· 

between and against SUC\ defendants" ' , 

. 16. At the trial of an for a libel contained Power to 
in any newspaper the defencknt be' at liberty to 
give in evidence in of danlages that 
. plaintlff has already recovered \or has brought actions 0 

for) damages or has received \pr agreed to receive . 
compensation in re5pect of a libe or libels to the same 
purport or effect as the libel. for w .. ch such action has 
been brought. 

17. No criminal prosecution sh be commenced Sanotion of. 
against any proprietor, publisher, printe , 
person for the . - a. newspaper 
for any lIbel published therem WIthout t. s:;tnctionof 
the Attorney-General. 

Passed in Council this fifth da V of 
the year of Our Lord one thousand -nIne 
thirty-five. , 

, I 
.T. O'OONNOR, . 

Clerk of the Council.-

C ' 


