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APPENDIX  C 

TONNAGE   MARK 

        1.   Save as otherwise provided in paragraph 2, the tonnage mark shall 
consist as shown in Figure I of a horizontal line fifteen inches long and one 
inch wide upon which shall be placed for identification purposes an inverted 
equilateral triangle, each side of which is twelve inches long and one inch 
wide having its apex on the mid-point of the horizontal line. 

        2.   In the case of a ship intended to operate in fresh or tropical waters as 
defined in the Load Line Regulations, not being a ship on which tonnage marks 
have been placed in accordance with paragraph 13 in Part E of this Schedule,     
an additional horizontal line may on the application of the owner of the ship be 
placed above the tonnage mark described in paragraph 1 at a distance of one 
forty-eighth (1/48th) of the moulded draught to that tonnage mark. 

        3.   The additional line mentioned in paragraph 2 shall be nine inches 
long and one inch wide measured from a one inch wide vertical line (shown 
marked “W” in Figure 1) at the after end of, and perpendicular to, that tonnage 
mark and in such case, at all such times as the ship so marked is operating in 
fresh or tropical waters as aforesaid, this additional line shall be taken to be 
the tonnage mark in lieu of that described in paragraph 1. 

        4.   The lines and triangle above-mentioned shall be painted in white or 
yellow on a dark ground or in black on a light ground, and carefully cut in, 
centre punched or welded on the sides of the ship and shall be so kept and 
maintained as to be plainly visible at all times save when submerged.
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APPENDIX  D 

POSITION  OF  TONNAGE  MARKS 
(Paragraphs 13 and 14 of the Fourth Schedule) 

        1.   The tonnage mark shall be placed on each side of the ship at a 
distance below the line where the underside of the second deck stringer plate 
meets the ship’s side plating amidships, or below the line equivalent to that 
line as shown in Figure 2 in cases where the deck is stepped, to be ascertained 
by reference to the Tonnage Mark Table at the end of this Appendix. 

        2.   In the Tonnage Mark Table— 

                (a)   the length Lt in column A is the distance in feet on the second 
deck between the points at the forward and after ends of the 
deck where the underside of the deck or line of continuation 
thereof meets the inner surface of the frames, ceiling or 
sparring as the case may be in the middle plane of the ship, 
using an equivalent length in cases where the deck is stepped 
as shown in Figure 2; 

                (b)   the depth Ds is the depth in feet amidships from the top of the 
keel to the point at which the underside of the second deck 
stringer plate meets the ship’s side plating, using an 
equivalent depth as Shown in Figure 2 in cases where the 
deck is stepped; 

                (c)   the figures at the top of columns B to J represent the ratio        
Lt/Ds and the figures below in each column represents 
distances in inches from the line where the underside of the 
second deck stringer plate meets the ship’s side plating 
amidships (or, in cases where the deck is stepped, from the 
equivalent line thereto as shown in Figure 2) to the point at 
which the upper edge of the tonnage mark is to be placed. 

      3.   In the case of any ship of intermediate length or having an 
intermediate Lt/Ds ratio, the relevant distance to be applied shall be obtained 
by interpolation, and in other cases where necessary by linear extrapolation. 

        4.   The effective relevant distance calculated by reference to the 
Tonnage Mark Table to be applied in the case of any ship shall be corrected to 
the nearest half-inch.
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        5.   In the case of a ship to which load lines have been assigned the 
tonnage mark, subject to the provisions of paragraph 13 in Part E of this 
Schedule, shall be placed in a position ascertained in accordance with the 
foregoing provisions of this Appendix with the apex of the identification 
triangle of a distance of twenty-one inches horizontally aft of the centre line 
of the load line disc, save that in no case shall the tonnage marks be placed 
above the uppermost load line to which the ship may be loaded. 

        6.   In the case of a ship to which load lines have not been assigned the 
tonnage marks shall be placed in a position ascertained in accordance with the 
foregoing provisions of this Appendix with the apex of the identification 
triangle at the middle of the length (Lt) and in every such case the line of the 
upper deck shall be shown by a deck line corresponding in form to that 
required by the Load Line Regulations and placed centrally to a vertical line 
bisecting the identification triangle of the tonnage mark. 

FIGURE  2 

THIS  SKETCH  ILLUSTRATES  HOW  THE  EQUIVALENT 
SECOND  DECK  SHOULD  BE  DETERMINED,  BASED  ON 

EQUAL  LONGITUDINAL  AREAS
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APPENDIX  E 

PLEASURE  CRAFT  UNDER  FORTY-FIVE  FEET  IN 
LENGTH—ASCERTAINMENT  OF  TONNAGE 

        1.   Tonnage in relation to any pleasure craft to which Part F of this Schedule 
applies shall be measured in terms of cubic capacity. 

          2.   The tonnage of the craft shall be the sum of— 
                  (a)   the product of multiplying together its overall length, breadth and 

depth, and multiplying the resultant figure by 0.0045; and 
                  (b)   the tonnage of any break or breaks defined in paragraph 5 herein and 

calculated in accordance with the provisions of that paragraph. 

          3.   The breadth of a craft for this purpose shall be its extreme breadth over the 
outside plating, planking or hull, no account being taken of rubbers or fenders even if 
they are moulded so as to be integral with the hull. 

          4.   (1)   The depth of a craft for this purpose shall be measured vertically 
midway between the foremost and after most points of measurement of its length.  

                (2)   The upper terminal point for depth measured under subparagraph (1)         
shall be— 

                  (a)   in the case of a decked craft, the underside of the deck on the middle 
line or, if there is no deck at the middle line at the point of 
measurement, the underside of the deck at side of the craft plus the 
full deck camber; 

                  (b)   in the case of an open craft, the top of the upper strake or gunwale. 

                (3)   The lower terminal point for depth measured under subparagraph (1)        
shall be— 

                  (a)   in the case of a wooden craft, the upper side of planking at side of 
keel or hog; 

                  (b)   in the case of a metal craft, the top of plating at side of keel; 
                  (c)   in the case of a glass reinforce plastic craft, the inside of the hull; 

where no keel member is fitted and the keel is of open trough 
construction, the lower terminal point for depth shall be the top of the 
keel filling, if fitted, or the level at which the inside breadth of the 
trough is four inches, whichever gives the lesser depth. 

                (4)   Where a break exists in way of the point of measurement for depth 
under subparagraph (1) the height of the break shall not be included in the 
measurement of depth. 

          5.   A break for the purpose of paragraph 2(b) shall be a side to side break 
existing in the line of the deck, and its tonnage shall be the figure obtained by 
multiplying together the mean length, mean breadth and mean height of the break and 
dividing the product by one hundred. 

          6.   All measurements shall be taken and expressed in feet and decimals of one 
foot to the nearest one-tenth of one foot. 

          7.   Tonnage shall be expressed to two decimal places, the second decimal place 
being increased by one if the third decimal place is five or more.
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SHIPPING  (NAVIGATIONAL  AIDS  DUES)  (NO. 2) 
REGULATIONS 

made under section 225(1) 

        1.  These Regulations may be cited as the Shipping 
(Navigational Aids Dues) (No. 2) Regulations. 

        2.  In these Regulations “the Act” means the Shipping Act. 

        3.  Navigational aids dues shall be levied in accordance with— 

                    (a)  the scale of payments set out in Part II of the 
Schedule; and 

                    (b)  the Rules set out in Part III of the Schedule. 

        4.  Navigational dues shall not be levied in the cases listed 
in Part IV of the Schedule. 

        5.  The Shipping (Navigational Aids Dues) Regulations, are 
hereby revoked. 

        6.  These Regulations have effect from 1st January 1990.
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SCHEDULE 

PART  I 

DEFINITIONS 

In this Schedule— 

                (a)   a ship’s tonnage shall be its net tonnage entered in its 

certificate of registry or certificate of tonnage issued by or on 

behalf of the administration of the State of Registry; except 

that where the tonnage is less than one thousand tons it shall 

be deemed to be one thousand tons, and where it is more than 

twenty thousand tons it shall be deemed to be twenty 

thousand tons; 

                (b)   “Caricom Ship” means a ship that is registered in a Caricom 

Member State; 

                (c)   “cruise ship” means a ship that makes a call at a port in      

Trinidad and Tobago for the purpose of embarking or 

disembarking passengers and while in Trinidad and Tobago 

waters, the ship does not load or discharge any cargo or 

mails, at any such port; 

                (d)   “foreign fishing vessel” means a fishing vessel registered as 

a fishing vessel under the law of a foreign country; 

                (e)   “foreign ship” means a ship that is not a Caricom ship; 

                (f)   “length” in relation to a fishing vessel means the registered 

length shown in the vessel’s certificate of registry and in 

relation to a fishing vessel having no registered length, means 

the length which would be the registered length if the vessel 

was registered under the Act. In calculating the payment of 

navigational aids dues where a fishing vessel’s length is not a 

multiple of one metre, any excess not exceeding half a metre 

shall be rounded down and any excess over a half a metre 

shall be rounded up to the nearest of such multiple; 

                (g)   a year shall be reckoned from 1st January. 
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Regulation 3(a). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Ch. 50:08.

PART  II 

SCALE  OF  PAYMENTS  OF  NAVIGATIONAL  AIDS  DUES 

        1.   Caricom ships— 
               Full rate              …         …         …         $0.15 per ton per voyage
               Reduced rate       …         …         …         $0.05 per ton per voyage
             
        2.   Foreign ships— 
               Full rate              …         …         …         $0.30 per ton per voyage
               Reduced rate       …         …         …         $0.10 per ton per voyage  

        3.   Navigational aids dues shall be levied on cruise ships in accordance 
with the reduced rate as specified in paragraphs 1 and 2. 

        4.   Instead of payments per voyage the following payments of 
Navigational aids dues shall be applicable: 

                (a)   for pleasure craft, which the Director of Maritime Services is 
satisfied are ordinarily kept or used outside the waters of 
Trinidad and Tobago, a payment of fifty dollars per visit for 
every period of thirty days or less comprised in such visit 
with an additional payment of fifty dollars for every period 
of thirty days or less exceeding the initial period of thirty 
days in any one year; 

                (b)   for ships, with the exception of pleasure craft and fishing 
vessels, licensed under the Act or the Motor Launches Act, 
an annual payment of two hundred dollars; 

                (c)   for ships, other than fishing vessels, registered under the Act 
and trading solely within the waters of Trinidad and Tobago, 
an annual payment of one dollar per ton; 

                (d)   for foreign registered ships trading solely within the waters   
of Trinidad and Tobago an annual payment of two dollars           
per ton; 

                (e)   for foreign fishing vessels of ten metres or more in length, an 
annual payment of one thousand dollars per vessel plus a 
payment of fifteen dollars for each metre of length in excess 
of ten metres; or 

                (f)   for foreign fishing vessels, a payment of two hundred dollars 
per visit for up to ten visits in any year. 
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Regulation 3(b). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Regulation 4.

PART  III 

RULES 

        1.   In any year, navigational aids dues shall not be levied on a ship— 

                (a)   for more than twenty voyages, in the case of a Caricom ship; 

                (b)   for more than ten voyages, in the case of a foreign ship. 

        2.   The annual payments in accordance with the scale shall be payable at 
the commencement of the year in respect of which they are due except that a 
vessel which is put into service after 30th June of any year shall only be 
required to pay fifty per cent of the annual payment for that particular year. 

        3.   Every payment referred to in paragraph 4(a) of Part II shall be paid 
at the commencement of the period in respect of which it is due save that a 
vessel shall not be required to make payments in excess of five hundred dollars 
in any one year. 

        4.   Dues payable in accordance with these Regulations shall be paid at 
the office of the Division of the Maritime Services, or at such other place as 
may be approved by the Director of Maritime Services. 

        5.   Where navigational aids dues are not paid, the outstanding amount 
remains a charge against the ship and the ship may be detained until full 
payment is made by the owner or master of the ship. 

 

PART  IV 

EXEMPTIONS 

There shall be exempt from navigational aids dues— 

                (a)   ships including naval and research vessels, belonging to the 
Government of Trinidad and Tobago or to a foreign 
Government unless they are carrying cargo or passengers for 
freight or fares respectively, or are engaged in any other type 
of commercial activity; 

                (b)   ships putting in for bunkers, stores or provisions for their 
own use on board; 

                (c)   ships putting in as a result of stress of weather or damage or 
for the purpose of repairs, if they do not discharge or load 
cargo other than cargo which is discharged with a view to 
such repairs and is to be re-shipped afterwards; 
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                (d)   dredgers and hoppers for the time being employed solely in 
dredging channels or deepening water for or on behalf of a 
harbour authority or a conservancy authority, within the area 
in which that authority has jurisdiction, or in disposing, 
within or without such area otherwise than by way of sale or 
exchange, of the spoil from such operations; 

                (e)   sailing yachts or other craft which are not registered or 
licensed in Trinidad and Tobago, and which, as determined 
to the satisfaction of the Director of Maritime Services, 
come into the waters of Trinidad and Tobago with the sole 
object of taking part in racing regattas, so long as such 
vessels are coming into, remaining in, or leaving such waters 
solely in connection with that object; 

                (f)   Trinidad and Tobago licensed ships in respect of any year 
ending 31st December during the whole period of which 
they are laid up; 

                (g)   tugs and other utility craft owned by a harbour or port 
authority when employed by that authority within the area in 
which that authority has jurisdiction; 

                (h)   such other ships as the Minister may specifically or generally 
exempt in writing.
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225/1990. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Citation. 
 
 
 
 
Discharge book 
fees.

SHIPPING  (SEAMEN’S  DISCHARGE  BOOK  FEES) 
REGULATIONS 

made under section 406 

        1.  These Regulations may be cited as the Shipping 
(Seamen’s Discharge Book Fees) Regulations. 

        2.  There shall be paid by seamen, fees for the issue or 
renewal of seamen’s discharge books as follows: 
                    (a)  for the issue or renewal of a discharge book—

$30.00; 
                    (b)  for the reissue of a discharge book that was lost 

or destroyed because of shipwreck, fire or other 
cases of force majeure—$15.00. 
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SHIPPING  (DISTRESS  SIGNALS  AND  PREVENTION 
OF  COLLISIONS)  REGULATIONS 

ARRANGEMENT  OF  REGULATIONS 

REGULATION 

        1.   Citation. 

        2.   Interpretation. 

        3.   Application. 

        4.   Signals of distress. 

        5.   Compliance with International Regulations. 

        6.   Penalties. 

        7.   Power to detain. 

SCHEDULE.
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242/1990. 
 
 
 
 
  
Citation. 
 
 
 
 
Interpretation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Schedule. 
 
 
 
 
  
Application. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Signals of 
distress.

SHIPPING  (DISTRESS  SIGNALS  AND  PREVENTION 
OF  COLLISIONS)  REGULATIONS 

made under sections 204 and 214 

        1.  These Regulations may be cited as the Shipping 
(Distress Signals and Prevention of Collisions) Regulations. 

        2.  In these Regulations— 
“the Act” means the Shipping Act; 
“the International Regulations” means the International 

Regulations for the Prevention of Collisions at Sea, 1972 as 
amended by Resolution A464 (XII) and Resolution A626 (15) 
of the International Maritime Organisation and set out in the 
Schedule; 

“Trinidad and Tobago ship” has the same meaning as in section 2 
of the Act. 

        3.  (1)  These Regulations apply to Trinidad and Tobago 
ships wherever they may be and to other vessels while they are 
within the waters of Trinidad and Tobago. 

            (2)  In this Regulation “vessels” includes hovercraft and 
seaplanes whilst they are manoeuvring on the water. 

        4.  (1)  The signals of distress which shall be used by 
vessels to which these Regulations apply are those set out in 
Annex IV to the International Regulations. 

            (2)  No signals of distress shall be used by any vessel 
unless the master of the vessel so orders. 

            (3)  The master of a vessel shall not order, any signal of 
distress to be used by his vessel unless he is satisfied— 
                    (a)  that his vessel is in serious and imminent 

danger, or that another ship or an aircraft is in 
serious and imminent danger and cannot of 
itself send that signal; and 

                    (b)  that the vessel in danger, whether his own vessel 
or another vessel, or the aircraft in danger, as the 
case may be, requires immediate assistance in 
addition to any assistance then available to her. 
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            (4)  The master of a vessel which has sent any signal of 
distress by means of radio or otherwise, shall cause that signal to 
be revoked, by all appropriate means as soon as he is satisfied 
that the vessel or aircraft to which the signal relates is no longer 
in need of assistance. 

        5.  Vessels to which these Regulations apply shall comply 
with the provisions of the International Regulations, save that 
nothing in these Regulations shall be taken to require a vessel or 
class of vessel to comply with any of the stipulations of 
paragraphs (a) to (h) of Rule 38 of the International Regulations 
where by virtue of Rule 38 that vessel may be exempted from 
such compliance. 

        6.  (1)  Where any of these Regulations is contravened, the 
owner of the vessel, the master and any person for the time being 
responsible for the conduct of the vessel are each guilty of an 
offence and liable to a fine of five thousand dollars and 
imprisonment for six months. 

            (2)  Where a master of a ship uses or displays or causes 
or permits any person under his authority to use or display— 
                    (a)  any signal except in the circumstances and for 

the purposes prescribed; and 
                    (b)  any signal that is liable to be mistaken for any 

prescribed signal, he is guilty of an offence and, 
in addition to any penalty imposed upon him on 
conviction, is liable to pay compensation for any 
work undertaken, risk incurred or loss sustained 
in consequence of the signal having been 
supposed to be a signal of distress or urgency 
and such compensation may, without prejudice 
to any other remedy, be recovered in the same 
manner in which salvage is recoverable. 

            (3)  Where the master who contravenes subregulation (2) 
is an officer certificated or licensed under the Act, he shall be 
subject to an enquiry into his conduct as provided in section 375 
of the Act. 

Compliance 
with 
International 
Regulations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Penalties.
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Power to detain.

            (4)  It shall be a defence for any person charged under 
these Regulations to show that he took all reasonable precautions 
to avoid the commission of the offence. 

        7.  In any case where a ship does not comply with the 
requirements of these Regulations, the ship is liable to be detained 
and section 387 of the Act shall have effect in relation to the ship, 
subject to the modification that for the words, “this Act” wherever 
they appear, there shall be substituted the words, “the Shipping 
(Distress Signals and Prevention of Collisions) Regulations”. 

 

SCHEDULE 

        1.   (1)   In this Schedule— 

“appropriate authority” means in relation to Trinidad and Tobago, the 
Minister, and in relation to any other State the authority responsible under 
the law of that State for promoting the safety of life at sea and the 
avoidance of collisions;  

“Minister” has the same meaning as in section 2 of the Act; 

“the diagram” referred to in paragraph 7 of Annex I to the International 
Regulations means the diagram specified in the Chromaticity Chart 
(1975) published by the International Commission on Illumination (CIE); 

“the International Code of Signals” mentioned in paragraph 3 of Annex IV to 
the International Regulations means the International Code of Signals 
(1987) published by the International Maritime Organisation, or any 
document amending or replacing that publication which is considered by 
the Minister to be relevant; 

“the Merchant Ship Search and Rescue Manual” mentioned in paragraph 3 of 
Annex IV to the International Regulations means the manual of that name 
published in 1986 by the International Maritime Organisation or any 
document amending or replacing that publication which is considered by 
the Minister to be relevant; 

“the traffic separation schemes” referred to in Rule 10(a) of the International 
Regulations means the schemes listed in the Organisation’s publication 
entitled “Ships Routing” or any document amending or replacing it which 
is considered by the Minister to be relevant. 
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              (2)   The “date of entry into force” of the International Regulations 
for the purposes of Rule 38 of those Regulations means— 

                (a)   in the case of Trinidad and Tobago ships, the 15th February 
1979; and 

                (b)   in the case of a vessel registered outside of Trinidad and 
Tobago, the date of entry into force of the International 
Regulations for the State whose flag the vessel is entitled to fly. 

 

INTERNATIONAL  REGULATIONS  FOR  
PREVENTING  COLLISIONS  AT  SEA,  1972 

[as amended by Resolution A464(xII) and Resolution A626(15)] 

PART  A—GENERAL 

RULE  1 

Application 

      (a)   These Rules shall apply to all vessels upon the high seas and in all 
waters connected therewith navigable by seagoing vessels. 

      (b)   Nothing in these Rules shall interfere with the operation of special 
Rules made by an appropriate authority for roadsteads, harbours, rivers, lakes 
or inland waterways connected with the high seas and navigable by seagoing 
vessels. Such special Rules shall conform as closely as possible to these Rules. 

      (c)   Nothing in these Rules shall interfere with the operation of any 
special Rules made by the Government of any State with respect to additional 
station or signal lights, shapes or whistle signals for ships of war and vessels 
proceeding under convoy, or with respect to additional station or signal lights 
or shapes for fishing vessels engaged in fishing as a fleet. These additional 
station or signal lights, shapes or whistle signals shall, so far as possible, be 
such that they cannot be mistaken for any light, shape or signal authorised 
elsewhere under these Rules. 

      (d)   Traffic separation schemes may be adopted by the Organisation for 
the purpose of these Rules. 

      (e)   Whenever the Government concerned shall have determined that a 
vessel of special construction or purpose cannot comply fully with the 
provisions of any of these Rules with respect to the number, position, range or 
arc of visibility of lights or shapes, as well as to the disposition and 
characteristics of sound-signalling appliances, such vessel shall comply with 
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such other provisions in regard to the number, position, range or are of 
visibility of lights or shapes, as well as to the disposition and characteristics 
of sound signalling appliances, as her Government shall have determined to 
be the closest possible compliance with these Rules in respect of that vessel. 

RULE  2 

Responsibility 

      (a)   Nothing in these Rules shall exonerate any vessel, or the owner, 
master or crew thereof, from the consequences of any neglect to comply with 
these Rules or of the neglect of any precaution which may be required by the 
ordinary practice of seamen, or by the special circumstances of the case. 

      (b)   In construing and complying with these Rules due regard shall be had 
to all dangers of navigation and collision and to any special circumstances, 
including the limitations of the vessels involved, which may make a departure 
from these Rules necessary to avoid immediate danger. 

RULE  3 

General definitions 

         For the purpose of these Rules, except where the context otherwise 
requires— 

                (a)   The word “vessel” includes every description of water craft, 
including non-displacement craft and seaplanes, used or 
capable of being used as a means of transportation on water. 

                (b)   The term “power-driven vessel” means any vessel propelled 
by machinery. 

                (c)   The term “sailing vessel” means any vessel under sail 
provided that propelling machinery, if fitted, is not                  
being used. 

                (d)   The term “vessel engaged in fishing” means any vessel 
fishing with nets, lines, trawls or other fishing apparatus 
which restrict manoeuvrability, but does not include a vessel 
fishing with trolling lines or other fishing apparatus which 
do not restrict manoeuvrability. 

                (e)   The word “seaplane” includes any aircraft designed to 
manoeuvre on the water. 

                (f)   The term “vessel not under command” means a vessel which 
through some exceptional circumstance is unable to 
manoeuvre as required by these Rules and is therefore 
unable to keep out of the way of another vessel. 
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                (g)   The term “vessel restricted in her ability to manoeuvre” 
means a vessel which from the nature of her work is 
restricted in her ability to manoeuvre as required by these 
Rules and is therefor unable to keep out of the way of another 
vessel. The term “vessels restricted in their ability to 
manoeuvre” shall include but not be limited to— 

                            (i)   a vessel engaged in laying, servicing or picking up a 
navigation mark, submarine cable or pipeline; 

                          (ii)   a vessel engaged in dredging, surveying or underwater 
operations; 

                          (iii)   a vessel engaged in replenishment or transferring 
persons, provisions or cargo while underway; 

                          (iv)   a vessel engaged in the launching or recovery of 
aircraft; 

                          (v)   a vessel engaged in mine-clearance operations; 

                          (vi)   a vessel engaged in a towing operation such as 
severely restricts the towing vessel and her tow in 
their ability to deviate from their course. 

                (h)   The term “vessel constrained by her draught” means a 
power-driven vessel which, because of her draught in 
relation to the available depth and width of navigable water, 
is severely restricted in her ability to deviate from the course 
she is following. 

                (i)   The word “underway” means that a vessel is not at anchor, or 
made fast to the shore, or aground. 

                (j)   The words “length” and “breadth” of a vessel mean her 
length overall and greatest breadth. 

                (k)   Vessels shall be deemed to be in sight of one another only 
when one can be observed visually from the other. 

                (l)   The term “restricted visibility” means any condition in which 
visibility is restricted by fog, mist, falling snow, heavy 
rainstorms, sandstorms or any other similar causes. 

PART  B—STEERING  AND  SAILING  RULES 

Section I. Conduct of vessels in any condition of visibility 

RULE  4 

Application 

Rules in this Section apply in any condition of visibility. 
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RULE  5 

Look-out 

   Every vessel shall at all times maintain a proper look-out by sight and 
hearing as well as by all available means appropriate in the prevailing 
circumstances and conditions so as to make a full appraisal of the situation and 
of the risk of collision. 

RULE  6 

Safe Speed 

   Every vessel shall at all times proceed at a safe speed so that she can take 
proper and effective action to avoid collision and be stopped within a distance 
appropriate to the prevailing circumstances and conditions. 

   In determining a safe speed the following factors shall be among those 
taken into account: 

                (a)   By all vessels— 
                            (i)   the state of visibility; 
                          (ii)   the traffic density including concentrations of fishing 

vessels or any other vessels; 
                          (iii)   the manoeuvrability of the vessel with special 

reference to stopping distance and turning ability in 
the prevailing conditions; 

                          (iv)   at night the presence of background light such as from 
shore lights or from back scatter of her own lights; 

                          (v)   the state of wind, sea and current, and the proximity 
of navigational hazards; 

                          (vi)   the draught in relation to the available depth of water. 
                (b)   Additionally, by vessels with operational radar— 
                            (i)   the characteristics, efficiency and limitations of the 

radar equipment; 
                          (ii)   any constraints imposed by the radar range scale in use; 

                          (iii)   the effect on radar detection of the sea state, weather 
and other sources of interference; 

                          (iv)   the possibility that small vessels, ice and other 
floating objects may not be detected by radar at an 
adequate range; 

                          (v)   the number, location and movement of vessels 
detected by radar; 

                          (vi)   the more exact assessment of the visibility that may 
be possible when radar is used to determine the range 
of vessels or other objects in the vicinity. 
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RULE  7 

Risk of collision 

      (a)   Every vessel shall use all available means appropriate to the 
prevailing circumstances and conditions to determine if risk of collision exists. 
If there is any doubt such risk shall be deemed to exist. 

    (b)   Proper use shall be made of radar equipment if fitted and operational, 
including long range scanning to obtain early warning of risk of collision and 
radar plotting or equivalent systematic observation of detected objects. 

    (c)   Assumptions shall not be made on the basis of scanty information, 
especially scanty radar information. 

    (d)   In determining if risk of collision exists the following considerations 
shall be among those taken into account: 

                (i)   such risk shall be deemed to exist if the compass bearing of 
an approaching vessel does not appreciably change; 

                (ii)   such risk may sometimes exist even when an appreciable 
bearing change is evident, particularly when approaching a 
very large vessel or a tow or when approaching a vessel at 
close range. 

RULE  8 

Action to avoid collision 

    (a)   Any action taken to avoid collision shall, if the circumstances of the 
case admit, be positive, made in ample time and with due regard to the 
observance of good seamanship. 

      (b)   Any alteration of course and/or speed to avoid collision shall, if the 
circumstances of the case admit, be large enough to be readily apparent to 
another vessel observing visually or by radar; a succession of small alterations 
of course and/or speed should be avoided. 

      (c)   If there is sufficient sea room, alteration of course alone may be the 
most effective action to avoid a close-quarters situation provided that it is 
made in good time, is substantial and does not result in another close-
quarters situation. 

      (d)   Action taken to avoid collision with another vessel shall be such as to 
result in passing at a safe distance. The effectiveness of the action shall be 
carefully checked until the other vessel is finally past and clear. 
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      (e)   If necessary to avoid collision or allow more time to assess the 
situation, a vessel shall slacken her speed or take all way off by stopping or 
reversing her means of propulsion. 

        (f)  (i)   A vessel which, by any of these Rules, is required not to impede 
the passage or safe passage of another vessel shall, when required by the 
circumstances of the case, take early action to allow sufficient sea room for 
the safe passage of the other vessel. 

            (ii)   A vessel required not to impede the passage or safe passage of 
another vessel is not relieved of this obligation if approaching the other vessel 
so as to involve risk of collision and shall, when taking action have full regard 
to the action, which may be required by the Rules of this Part. 

            (iii)   A vessel the passage of which is not to be impeded remains fully 
obliged to comply with the Rules of this Part when the two vessels are 
approaching one another so as to involve risk of collision. 

RULE  9 

Narrow channels 

      (a)   A vessel proceeding along the course of a narrow channel or fairway 
shall keep as near to the outer limit of the channel or fairway which lies on her 
starboard side as is safe and practicable. 

      (b)   A vessel of less than 20 metres in length or a sailing vessel shall not 
impede the passage of a vessel which can safely navigate only within a narrow 
channel or fairway. 

      (c)   A vessel engaged in fishing shall not impede the passage of any other 
vessel navigating within a narrow channel or fairway. 

      (d)   A vessel shall not cross a narrow channel or fairway if such crossing 
impedes the passage of a vessel which can safely navigate only within such 
channel or fairway. The latter vessel may use the sound signal prescribed in 
Rule 34(d) if in doubt as to the intention of the crossing vessel. 

      (e)  (i)   In a narrow channel or fairway when overtaking can take place 
only if the vessel to be overtaken has to take action to permit safe passing, the 
vessel intending to overtake shall indicate her intention by sounding the 
appropriate signal prescribed in Rule 34(c)(i). The vessel to be overtaken 
shall, if in agreement, sound the appropriate signal prescribed in Rule 34(c)(ii) 
and take steps to permit safe passing. If in doubt she may sound the signals 
prescribed in Rule 34(d). 

            (ii)   This Rule does not relieve the overtaking vessel of her 
obligation under Rule 13. 
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        (f)   A vessel nearing a bend or an area of a narrow channel or fairway 
where other vessels may be obscured by an intervening obstruction shall 
navigate with particular alertness and caution and shall sound the appropriate 
signal prescribed in Rule 34(e). 

      (g)   Any vessel shall, if the circumstances of the case admit, avoid 
anchoring in a narrow channel. 

RULE  10 

Traffic separation schemes 

      (a)   This Rule applies to traffic separation schemes adopted by the 
Organisation and does not relieve any vessel of her obligation under any               
other Rule. 

      (b)   A vessel using a traffic separation scheme shall— 
                (i)   proceed in the appropriate traffic lane in the general direction 

of traffic flow for that lane; 
                (ii)   so far as practicable keep clear of a traffic separation lane or 

separation zone; 
              (iii)   normally join or leave a traffic lane at the termination of the 

lane, but when joining or leaving from either side shall do so 
at as small an angle to the general direction of traffic flow           
as practicable. 

      (c)   A vessel shall so far as practicable avoid crossing traffic lanes, but if 
obliged to do so shall cross on a heading as nearly as practicable at right angles 
to the general direction of traffic flow. 

      (d)   Inshore traffic zones shall not normally be used by through traffic 
which can safely use the appropriate traffic lane within the adjacent traffic 
separation scheme. However, vessels of less than 20 metres in length and 
sailing vessels may under all circumstances use inshore traffic zones. 

      (e)   A vessel other than a crossing vessel or a vessel joining or leaving a lane 
shall not normally enter a separation zone or cross a separation line except— 

                (i)   in cases of emergency to avoid immediate danger; 
                (ii)   to engage in fishing within a separation zone. 

        (f)   A vessel navigating in areas near the terminations of traffic separation 
schemes shall do so with particular caution. 

      (g)   A vessel shall so far as practicable avoid anchoring in a traffic 
separation scheme or in areas near its terminations. 
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      (h)   A vessel not using a traffic separation scheme shall avoid it by as 
wide a margin as is practicable. 

        (i)   A vessel engaged in fishing shall not impede the passage of any 
vessel following a traffic lane. 

        (j)   A vessel of less than 20 metres in length or a sailing vessel shall not 
impede the safe passage of a power-driven vessel following a traffic lane. 

      (k)   A vessel restricted in her ability to maneouvre when engaged in an 
operation for the maintenance of safety of navigation in a traffic separation 
scheme is exempted from complying with this Rule to the extent necessary to 
carry out the operation. 

        (l)   A vessel restricted in her ability to manoeuvre when engaged in an 
operation for the laying, servicing or picking up of a submarine cable, within 
a traffic separation scheme, is exempted from complying with this Rule to the 
extent necessary to carry out the operation. 

Section II. Conduct of vessels in sight of one another 

RULE  11 

Application 

  Rules in this Section apply to vessels in sight of one another. 

RULE  12 

Sailing vessels 

      (a)   When two sailing ships are approaching one another, so as to involve 
risk of collision, one of them shall keep out of the way of the other as follows: 

                (i)   when each has the wind on a different side, the vessel which 
has the wind on the port side shall keep out of the way                         
of the other; 

                (ii)   when both have the wind on the same side, the vessel which 
is to windward shall keep out of the way of the vessel which 
is to leeward; 

              (iii)   if a vessel with the wind on the port side sees a vessel to 
windward and cannot determine with certainty whether the 
other vessel has the wind on the port or on the starboard side, 
she shall keep out of the way of the other. 

      (b)   For the purposes of this Rule the windward side shall be deemed            
to be the side opposite to that on which the mainsail is carried or, in the case 
of a square-rigged vessel, the side opposite to that on which the largest              
fore-and-aft sail is carried. 
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RULE  13 

Overtaking 

      (a)   Notwithstanding anything contained in the Rules of Part B, Sections 
I and II any vessel overtaking any other shall keep out of the way of the vessel 
being overtaken. 

      (b)   A vessel shall be deemed to be overtaking when coming up with 
another vessel from a direction more than 22.5 degrees abaft her beam, that is, 
in such a position with reference to the vessel she is overtaking, that at night 
she would be able to see only the sternlight of that vessel but neither of her 
sidelights. 

      (c)   When a vessel is in any doubt as to whether she is overtaking another, 
she shall assume that this is the case and act accordingly. 

      (d)   Any subsequent alteration of the bearing between the two vessels 
shall not make the overtaking vessel a crossing vessel within the meaning of 
these Rules or relieve her of the duty of keeping clear of the overtaken vessel 
until she is finally past and clear. 

RULE  14 

Head-on situation 

      (a)   When two power-driven vessels are meeting on reciprocal or nearly 
reciprocal courses so as to involve risk of collision each shall alter her course 
to starboard so that each shall pass on the port side of the other. 

      (b)   Such a situation shall be deemed to exist when a vessel sees the other 
ahead or nearly ahead and by night she could see the mast head lights of the 
other in a line or nearly in a line and/or both sidelights and by day she observes 
the corresponding aspect of the other vessel. 

      (c)   When a vessel is in any doubt as to whether such a situation exists 
she shall assume that it does exist and act accordingly. 

RULE  15 

Crossing situation 

    When two power-driven vessels are crossing so as to involve risk of 
collision, the vessel which has the other on her own starboard side shall keep 
out of the way and shall, if the circumstances of the case admit, avoid crossing 
ahead of the other vessel. 
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RULE  16 

Action by give-way vessel 

  Every vessel which is directed to keep out of the way of another vessel 
shall, so far as possible, take early and substantial action to keep well clear. 

RULE 17 

Action by stand-on vessel 

      (a)  (i)   Where one of two vessels is to keep out of the way the other shall 
keep her course and speed. 

            (ii)   The latter vessel may however take action to avoid collision by 
her manoeuvre alone, as soon as it becomes apparent to her that the vessel 
required to keep out of the way is not taking appropriate action in compliance 
with these Rules. 

      (b)   When, from any cause, the vessel required to keep her course and 
speed finds herself so close that collision cannot be avoided by the action of 
the give-way vessel alone, she shall take such action as will best aid to avoid 
collison. 

      (c)   A power-driven vessel which takes action in a crossing situation in 
accordance with subparagraph (a)(ii) of this Rule to avoid collision with 
another power-driven vessel shall, if the circumstances of the case admit, not 
alter course to port for a vessel on her own port side. 

      (d)   This Rule does not relieve the give-way vessel of her obligation to 
keep out of the way. 

RULE  18 

Responsibilities between vessels 

  Except where Rules 9, 10 and 13 otherwise require— 

      (a)   A power-driven vessel underway shall keep out of the way of— 
                (i)   a vessel not under command; 

                (ii)   a vessel restricted in her ability to manoeuvre; 
              (iii)   a vessel engaged in fishing; 
              (iv)   a sailing vessel. 

      (b)   A sailing vessel underway shall keep out of the way of— 

                (i)   a vessel not under command; 
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                (ii)   a vessel restricted in her ability to manoeuvre; 
              (iii)   a vessel engaged in fishing. 

      (c)   A vessel engaged in fishing when underway shall, so far as possible, 
keep out of the way of— 

                (i)   a vessel not under command; 
                (ii)   a vessel restricted in her ability to manoeuvre. 

      (d) (i)   Any vessel other than a vessel not under command or a vessel 
restricted in her ability to manoeuvre shall, if the circumstances of the case 
admit, avoid impeding the safe passage of a vessel constrained by her draught, 
exhibiting the signals in Rule 28; 
            (ii)   A vessel constrained by her draught shall navigate with particular 

caution having full regard to her special condition. 

      (e)   A seaplane on the water shall, in general, keep well clear of all 
vessels and avoid impeding their navigation. In circumstances, however, 
where risk of collision exists, she shall comply with the Rules of this Part. 

Section III. Conduct of vessels in restricted visibility 

RULE  19 

Conduct of vessels in restricted visibility 

      (a)   This Rule applies to vessels not in sight of one another when 
navigating in or near an area of restricted visibility. 

      (b)   Every vessel shall proceed at a safe speed adapted to the prevailing 
circumstances and conditions of restricted visibility. A power-driven vessel 
shall have her engines ready for immediate manoeuvre. 

      (c)   Every vessel shall have due regard to the prevailing circumstances 
and conditions of restricted visibility when complying with the Rules of         
Section I of this Part. 

      (d)   A vessel which detects by radar alone the presence of another vessel 
shall determine if a close-quarters situation is developing and/or risk of 
collision exists. If so, she shall take avoiding action in ample time, provided 
that when such action consists of an alteration of course, so far as possible the 
following shall be avoided: 

                (i)   an alteration of course to port for a vessel forward of the 
beam, other than for a vessel being overtaken; 

                (ii)   an alteration of course towards a vessel a beam or abaft                  
the bean. 
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      (e)   Except where it has been determined that a risk of collision does not 
exist, every vessel which hears apparently forward of her beam the fog signal 
of another vessel, or which cannot avoid a close-quarters situation with another 
vessel forward of her beam, shall reduce her speed to the minimum at which 
she can be kept on her course. She shall if necessary take all her way off and in 
any event navigate with extreme caution until danger of collision is over. 

 

PART  C—LIGHTS  AND  SHAPES 

RULE  20 

Application 

      (a)   Rules in this Part shall be complied with in all weathers. 

      (b)   The Rules concerning lights shall be complied with from sunset to 
sunrise, and during such times no other lights shall be exhibited, except such 
lights as cannot be mistaken for the lights specified in these Rules or do not 
impair their visibility or distinctive character, or interfere with the keeping of 
a proper look-out. 

      (c)   The lights prescribed by these Rules shall, if carried, also be 
exhibited from sunrise to sunset in restricted visibility and may be exhibited in 
all other circumstances when it is deemed necessary. 

      (d)   The Rules concerning shapes shall be complied with by day. 

      (e)   The lights and shapes specified in these Rules shall comply with the 
provisions of Annex I to these Regulations. 

RULE  21 

Definitions 

      (a)   “Masthead light” means a white light placed over the fore and aft         
centre line of the vessel showing an unbroken light over an arc of the horizon  
of 225 degrees and so fixed as to show the light from right ahead to                    
22.5 degrees abaft the beam on either side of the vessel. 

      (b)   “Sidelights” means a green light on the starboard side and a red light 
on the port side each showing an unbroken light over an arc of the horizon of 
112.5 degrees and so fixed as to show the light from the right ahead to             
22.5 degrees abaft the beam on its respective side. In a vessel of less than            
20 metres in length the sidelights may be combined in one lantern carried on 
the fore and aft centre line of the vessel. 
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      (c)   “Sternlight” means a white light placed as nearly as practicable at the 
stern showing an unbroken light over an arc of the horizon of 135 degrees and so 
fixed as to show the light 67.5 degrees from right aft on each side of the vessel. 

      (d)   “Towing light” means a yellow light having the same characteristics 
as the “sternlight” defined in paragraph (c) of this Rule. 

      (e)   “All-round light” means a light showing an unbroken light over an 
arc of the horizon of 360 degrees. 

        (f)   “Flashing light” means a light flashing at regular intervals at a 
frequency of 120 flashes or more per minute. 

RULE  22 

Visibility of light 

  The lights prescribed in these Rules shall have an intensity as specified in 
section 8 of Annex I to these Regulations so as to be visible at the following 
minimum ranges: 

                (a)   In vessels of 50 metres or more in length—  
                                  a masthead light, 6 miles; 
                                  a sidelight, 3 miles; 
                                  a sternlight, 3 miles; 
                                  a towing light, 3 miles; 
                                  a white, red, green or yellow all-round light, 3 miles. 
                (b)   In vessels of 12 metres or more in length but less than 50 

metres in length— 
                                  a masthead light, 5 miles; except that where the length 

of the vessel is less than 20 metres, 3 miles; 
                                  a sidelight, 2 miles; 
                                  a sternlight, 2 miles;  
                                  a towing light, 2 miles;  
                                  a white, red, green or yellow all-round light, 2 miles. 
                (c)   In vessels of less than 12 metres in length— 
                                  a masthead light, 2 miles; 
                                  a sidelight, 1 mile; 
                                  a sternlight, 2 miles; 
                                  a towing light, 2 miles; 
                                  a white, red, green or yellow all-round light, 2 miles. 
                (d)   In inconspicuous, partly submerged vessels or objects towed— 

                                  a white all-round light, 3 miles. 
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RULE  23 

Power-driven vessels underway 

      (a)   A power-driven vessel underway shall exhibit— 

                (i)   a masthead light forward; 

                (ii)   a second masthead light abaft of and higher than the forward 
one; except that a vessel of less than 50 metres in length shall 
not be obliged to exhibit such light but may do so; 

                  (iii)   sidelights; 
                  (iv)   a sternlight. 

      (b)   An air-cushion vessel when operating in the non-displacement mode 
shall, in addition to the lights prescribed in paragraph (a) of this Rule, exhibit 
an all-round flashing yellow light. 

      (c)  (i)  A power-driven vessel of less than 12 metres in length may in lieu 
of the lights prescribed in paragraph (a) of this Rule exhibit an all-round white 
light and sidelights; 

            (ii)   A power-driven vessel of less than 7 metres in length whose 
maximum speed does not exceed 7 knots may in lieu of the lights prescribed 
in paragraph (a) of this Rule exhibit an all-round white light and shall, if 
practicable, also exhibit sidelights; 

            (iii)   The masthead light or all-round white light on a power-driven 
vessel of less than 12 metres in length may be displaced from the fore and aft 
centreline of the vessel if centreline fitting is not practicable, provided that the 
sidelights are combined in one lantern which shall be carried on the fore and 
aft centreline of the vessel or located as nearly as practicable in the same fore 
and aft line as the masthead light or the all-round white light. 

RULE  24 

Towing and pushing 

      (a)   A power-driven vessel when towing shall exhibit— 

                (i)   instead of the light prescribed in Rule 23(a)(i) or (a)(ii), two 
masthead lights in a vertical line. When the length of the tow, 
measuring from the stern of the towing vessel to the after            
end of the tow exceeds 200 metres, three such lights in a 
vertical line; 

                (ii)   sidelights; 

              (iii)   a sternlight; 
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              (iv)   a towing light in a vertical line above the sternlight; 
                (v)   when the length of the tow exceeds 200 metres, a diamond 

shape where it can best be seen. 

      (b)   When a pushing vessel and a vessel being pushed ahead are rigidly 
connected in a composite unit they shall be regarded as a power-driven vessel 
and exhibit the lights prescribed in Rule 23. 

      (c)   A power-driven vessel when pushing ahead or towing alongside, 
except in the case of a composite unit, shall exhibit— 

                (i)   instead of the light prescribed in Rule 23(a)(i) or (a)(ii), two 
masthead lights in a vertical line; 

                (ii)   sidelights; 
              (iii)   a sternlight. 

      (d)   A power-driven vessel to which paragraph (a) or (c) of this Rule 
apply shall also comply with Rule 23(a)(ii). 

      (e)   A vessel or object being towed, other than those mentioned in 
paragraph (g) of this Rule, shall exhibit— 

                (i)   sidelights; 
                (ii)   a sternlight; 
              (iii)   when the length of the tow exceeds 200 metres, a diamond 

shape where it can best be seen. 

        (f)   Provided that any number of vessels being towed alongside or pushed 
in a group shall be lighted as one vessel— 

                (i)   a vessel being pushed ahead, not being part of a composite 
unit, shall exhibit at the forward end, sidelights; 

                (ii)   a vessel being towed alongside shall exhibit a sternlight and 
at the forward end, sidelights. 

      (g)   An inconspicuous, partly submerged vessel or object, or combination 
of such vessels or objects being towed, shall exhibit— 

                (i)   if it is less than 25 metres in breadth, one all-round white 
light at or near the forward end and one at or near the after 
end except that dracones need not exhibit a light at or near 
the forward end; 

                (ii)   if it is 25 metres or more in breadth, two additional all-round 
white lights at or near the extremities of its breadth; 

              (iii)   if it exceeds 100 metres in length, additional all-round white 
lights between the lights prescribed in subparagraphs (i) and 
(ii) so that the distance between the lights shall not exceed 
100 metres; 
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              (iv)   a diamond shape at or near the aftermost extremity of the last 
vessel or object being towed and if the length of the tow 
exceeds 200 metres an additional diamond shape where it 
can best be seen and located as far forward as is practicable. 

      (h)   Where from any sufficient cause it is impracticable for a vessel or 
object being towed to exhibit the lights or shapes prescribed in paragraph (e) 
or (g) of this Rule, all possible measures shall be taken to light the vessel or 
object towed or at least to indicate the presence of such vessel or object. 

        (i)   Where from any sufficient cause it is impracticable for a vessel not 
normally engaged in towing operations to display the lights prescribed in 
paragraph (a) or (c) of this Rule, such vessel shall not be required to exhibit 
those lights when engaged in towing another vessel in distress or otherwise in 
need of assistance. All possible measures shall be taken to indicate the nature 
of the relationship between the towing vessel and the vessel being towed as 
authorised by Rule 36, in particular by illuminating the towline. 

RULE  25 

Sailing vessels underway and vessels under oars 

      (a)   A sailing vessel underway shall exhibit— 
                (i)   sidelights; 

                (ii)   a sternlight. 

      (b)   In a sailing vessel of less than 20 metres in length the lights 
prescribed in paragraph (a) of this Rule may be combined in one lantern 
carried at or near the top of the mast where it can best be seen. 

      (c)   A sailing vessel underway may, in addition to the lights prescribed in 
paragraph (a) of this Rule, exhibit at or near the top of the mast, where they 
can best be seen, two all-round lights in a vertical line, the upper being red and 
the lower green, but these lights shall not be exhibited in conjunction with the 
combined lantern permitted by paragraph (b) of this Rule. 

      (d)   (i)   A sailing vessel of less than 7 metres in length shall, if practicable, 
exhibit the lights prescribed in paragraph (a) or (b) of this Rule, but if she does 
not, she shall have ready at hand an electric torch or lighted lantern showing a 
white light which shall be exhibited in sufficient time to prevent collision. 

              (ii)  A vessel under oars may exhibit the lights prescribed in this Rule 
for sailing vessels, but if she does not, she shall have ready at hand an electric 
torch or lighted lantern showing a white light which shall be exhibited in 
sufficient time to prevent collision. 
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      (e)   A vessel proceeding under sail when also being propelled by 
machinery shall exhibit forward where it can best be seen a conical shape, 
apex downwards. 

RULE  26 

Fishing vessels 

      (a)   A vessel engaged in fishing, whether underway or at anchor, shall 
exhibit only the lights and shapes prescribed in this Rule. 

      (b)   A vessel when engaged in trawling, by which is meant the dragging 
through the water of a dredge net or other apparatus used as a fishing 
appliance, shall exhibit— 

                (i)   two all-round lights in a vertical line, the upper being green 
and the lower white, or a shape consisting of two cones with 
their apexes together in a vertical line one above the other; a 
vessel of less than 20 metres in length may instead of this 
shape exhibit a basket; 

                (ii)   a masthead light abaft of and higher than the all-round green 
light; a vessel of less than 50 metres in length shall not be 
obliged to exhibit such a light but may do so; 

              (iii)   when making way through the water, in addition to the lights 
prescribed in this paragraph, sidelights and a sternlight. 

      (c)   A vessel engaged in fishing, other than trawling, shall exhibit— 

                (i)   two all-round lights in a vertical line, the upper being red and 
the lower white, or a shape consisting of two cones with 
apexes together in a vertical line one above the other; a 
vessel of less than 20 metres in length may instead of this 
shape exhibit a basket; 

                (ii)   when there is outlying gear extending more than 150 metres 
horizontally from the vessel, an all-round white light or a 
cone apex upwards in the direction of the gear; 

              (iii)   when making way through the water, in addition to the lights 
prescribed in this paragraph, sidelights and a sternlight. 

      (d)   A vessel engaged in fishing in close proximity to other vessels          
engaged in fishing may exhibit the additional signals described in Annex II to 
these Regulations. 

      (e)   A vessel when not engaged in fishing shall not exhibit the lights or 
shapes prescribed in this Rule, but only those prescribed for a vessel of her length. 
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RULE  27 

Vessels not under command or restricted in their ability to manoeuvre 

      (a)   A vessel not under command shall exhibit— 

                (i)   two all-round red lights in a vertical line where they can best 
be seen; 

                (ii)   two balls or similar shapes in a vertical line where they can 
best be seen; 

              (iii)   when making way through the water, in addition to the lights 
prescribed in this paragraph, sidelights and a sternlight. 

      (b)   A vessel restricted in her ability to manoeuvre, except a vessel 
engaged in mine-clearance operations, shall exhibit— 

                (i)   three all-round lights in a vertical line where they can best be 
seen. The highest and lowest of these lights shall be red and 
the middle light shall be white; 

                (ii)   three shapes in a vertical line where they can best be seen. 
The highest and lowest of these shapes shall be balls and the 
middle one a diamond; 

              (iii)   when making way through the water, a masthead light or 
lights, sidelights and a sternlight, in addition to the lights 
prescribed in subparagraph (i); 

              (iv)   when at anchor, in addition to the lights or shapes prescribed 
in subparagraphs (i) and (ii), the light, lights or shape 
prescribed in Rule 30. 

      (c)   A power-driven vessel engaged in a towing operation such as severely 
restricts the towing vessel and her tow in their ability to deviate from their 
course shall, in addition to the lights or shapes prescribed in Rule 24(a), exhibit 
the lights or shapes prescribed in subparagraphs (b)(i) and (ii) of this Rule. 

      (d)   A vessel engaged in dredging or underwater operations, when 
restricted in her ability to manoeuvre, shall exhibit the lights and shapes 
prescribed in subparagraphs (b)(i), (ii) and (iii) of this Rule and shall in 
addition, when an obstruction exists, exhibit— 

                (i)   two all-round red lights or two balls in a vertical line to 
indicate the side on which the obstruction exists; 

                (ii)   two all-round green lights or two diamonds in a vertical line 
to indicate the side on which another vessel may pass; 

              (iii)   when at anchor, the lights or shapes prescribed in this 
paragraph instead of the lights or shape prescribed in Rule 30. 
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      (e)   Whenever the size of a vessel engaged in diving operations makes it 
impracticable to exhibit all lights and shapes prescribed in paragraph (d) of 
this Rule, the following shall be exhibited: 

                (i)   three all-round lights in a vertical line where they can best be 
seen. The highest and lowest of these lights shall be red and 
the middle light shall be white; 

                (ii)   a rigid replica of the International Code flag “A” not less 
than one metre in height. Measures shall be taken to ensure 
its all-round visibility. 

        (f)   A vessel engaged in mine-clearance operations shall in addition to the 
lights prescribed for a power-driven vessel in Rule 23 or to the lights or shape 
prescribed for a vessel at anchor in Rule 30 as appropriate, exhibit three all-
round green lights or three balls. One of these lights or shapes shall be 
exhibited near the foremast head and one at each end of the fore yard. These 
lights or shapes indicate that it is dangerous for another vessel to approach 
within 1 000 metres of the mine-clearance vessel. 

      (g)   Vessels of less than 12 metres in length, except those engaged in 
diving operations, shall not be required to exhibit the lights and shapes 
prescribed in this Rule. 

      (h)   The signals prescribed in this Rule are not signals of vessels in           
distress and requiring assistance. Such signals are contained in Annex IV to 
these Regulations. 

RULE  28 

Vessels constrained by their draught 

  A vessel constrained by her draught may, in addition to the lights prescribed 
for power-driven vessels in Rule 23, exhibit where they can best be seen three 
all-round red lights in a vertical line, or a cylinder. 

RULE  29 

Pilot vessels  

      (a)   A vessel engaged on pilotage duty shall exhibit— 

                (i)   at or near the masthead, two all-round lights in a vertical line, 
the upper being white and the lower red; 

                (ii)   when underway, in addition, sidelights and a sternlight; 

              (iii)   when at anchor, in addition to the lights prescribed in 
subparagraph (i), the light, lights or shape prescribed in            
Rule 30 for vessels at anchor. 
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      (b)   A pilot vessel when not engaged on pilotage duty shall exhibit the 
lights or shapes prescribed for a similar vessel of her length. 

RULE  30 

Anchored vessels and vessels aground 

      (a)   A vessel at anchor shall exhibit where it can best be seen— 

                (i)   in the fore part, an all-round white light or one ball; 

                (ii)   at or near the stem and at a lower level than the light 
prescribed in subparagraph (i), an all-round white light. 

      (b) A vessel of less than 50 metres in length may exhibit an all-round 
white light where it can best be seen instead of the lights prescribed in         
paragraph (a) of this Rule. 

      (c)   A vessel at anchor may, and a vessel of 100 metres and more in 
length shall, also use the available working or equivalent lights to illuminate 
her decks. 

      (d)   A vessel aground shall exhibit the lights prescribed in paragraph (a)   
or (b) of this Rule and in addition, where they can best be seen— 

                (i)   two all-round red lights in a vertical line; 

                (ii)   three balls in a vertical line. 

      (e)   A vessel of less than 7 metres in length, when at anchor, not in or near 
a narrow channel, fairway or anchorage, or where other vessels normally 
navigate, shall not be required to exhibit the lights or shape prescribed in 
paragraphs (a) and (b) of this Rule. 

        (f)   A vessel of less than 12 metres in length, when aground, shall not be 
required to exhibit the lights or shapes prescribed in subparagraph (d)(i)                   
and (ii) of this Rule. 

RULE  31 

Seaplanes 

  Where it is impracticable for a seaplane to exhibit lights and shapes of the 
characteristics or in the positions prescribed in the Rules of this Part she shall 
exhibit lights and shapes as closely similar in characteristics and position as         
is possible. 
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PART  D—SOUND  AND  LIGHT  SIGNALS 

RULE  32 

Definitions 

      (a)   The word “whistle” means any sound signalling appliance capable of 
producing the prescribed blasts and which complies with the specifications in 
Annex III to these Regulations. 

      (b)   The term “short blast” means a blast of about one second’s duration. 

      (c)   The term “prolonged blast” means a blast of from four to six seconds’ 
duration. 

RULE  33 

Equipment for sound signals 

      (a)   A vessel of 12 metres or more in length shall be provided with a 
whistle and a bell and a vessel of 100 metres or more in length shall, in 
addition, be provided with a gong, the tone and sound of which cannot be 
confused with that of the bell. The whistle, bell and gong shall comply with 
the specifications in Annex III to these Regulations. The bell or gong or both 
may be replaced by other equipment having the same respective sound 
characteristics, provided that manual sounding of the prescribed signals shall 
always be possible. 

      (b)   A vessel of less than 12 metres in length shall not be obliged to carry 
the sound signalling appliances prescribed in paragraph (a) of this Rule but if 
she does not, she shall be provided with some other means of making an 
efficient sound signal. 

RULE  34 

Manoeuvring and warning signals 

      (a)   When vessels are in sight of one another, a power-driven vessel 
underway, when manoeuvring as authorised or required by these Rules, shall 
indicate that manoeuvre by the following signals on her whistle: 

one short blast to mean “I am altering my course to starboard”; 
two short blasts to mean “I am altering my course to port”; 
three short blasts to mean “I am operating astern propulsion”. 

      (b)   Any vessel may supplement the whistle signals prescribed in 
paragraph (a) of this Rule by light signals, repeated as appropriate, whilst the 
manoeuvre is being carried out— 

                (i)   these lights signals shall have the following significance: 
one flash to mean  “I am altering my course to starboard”; 
two flashes to mean “I am altering my course to port”; 
three flashes to mean “I am operating astern propulsion”; 
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                (ii)   the duration of each flash shall be about one second, the interval 
between flashes shall be about one second, and the interval 
between successive signals shall be not less than ten seconds; 

              (iii)   the light used for this signal shall, if fitted, be an all-round 
white light, visible at a minimum range of 5 miles, and shall 
comply with the provisions of Annex I to these Regulations. 

      (c)   When in sight of one another in a narrow channel or fairway— 
                (i)   a vessel intending to overtake another shall in compliance 

with Rule 9(e)(i) indicate her intention by the following 
signals on her whistle: 

two prolonged blasts followed by one short blast to mean 
“I intend to overtake you on your starboard side”; 

two prolonged blasts followed by two short blasts to 
mean “I intend to overtake you on your port side”; 

                (ii)   the vessel about to be overtaken when acting in accordance 
with Rule 9(e)(i) shall indicate her agreement by the 
following signal on her whistle: 

one prolonged, one short, one prolonged and one short 
blast, in that order. 

      (d)   When vessels in sight of one another are approaching each other and 
from any cause either vessel fails to understand the intentions or actions of the 
other, or is in doubt whether sufficient action is being taken by the other to 
avoid collision, the vessel in doubt shall immediately indicate such doubt by 
giving at least five short and rapid blasts on the whistle. Such signal may be 
supplemented by a light signal of at least five short and rapid flashes. 

      (e)   A vessel nearing a bend or an area of a channel or fairway where 
other vessels may be obscured by an intervening obstruction shall sound one                
prolonged blast. Such signal shall be answered with a prolonged blast by any 
approaching vessel that may be within hearing around the bend or behind the 
intervening obstruction. 

        (f)   If whistles are fitted on a vessel at a distance apart of more than               
100 metres, one whistle only shall be used for giving manoeuvring and           
warning signals. 

RULE  35 

Sound signals in restricted visibility 

   In or near an area of restricted visibility, whether by day or night, the signals 
prescribed in this Rule shall be used as follows: 

      (a)   A power-driven vessel making way through the water shall sound at 
intervals of not more than 2 minutes one prolonged blast. 
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      (b)   A power-driven vessel underway but stopped and making no way 
through the water shall sound at intervals of not more than 2 minutes two 
prolonged blasts in succession with an interval of about 2 seconds between them. 

      (c)   A vessel not under command, a vessel restricted in her ability to 
manoeuvre, a vessel constrained by her draught, a sailing vessel, a vessel 
engaged in fishing and a vessel engaged in towing or pushing another vessel 
shall, instead of the signals prescribed in paragraph (a) or (b) of this Rule, 
sound at intervals of not more than 2 minutes three blasts in succession, 
namely one prolonged followed by two short blasts. 

      (d)   A vessel engaged in fishing, when at anchor, and a vessel restricted 
in her ability to manoeuvre when carrying out her work at anchor, shall instead 
of the signals prescribed in paragraph (g) of this Rule sound the signal 
prescribed in paragraph (c) of this Rule. 

      (e)   A vessel towed or if more than one vessel is towed the last vessel of 
the tow, if manned, shall at intervals of not more than 2 minutes sound four 
blasts in succession, namely one prolonged followed by three short blasts. 
When practicable, this signal shall be made immediately after the signal made 
by the towing vessel. 

        (f)   When a pushing vessel and a vessel being pushed ahead are rigidly 
connected in a composite unit they shall be regarded as a power-driven vessel 
and shall give the signals prescribed in paragraph (a) or (b) of this Rule. 

      (g)   A vessel at anchor shall at intervals of not more than one minute ring 
the bell rapidly for about 5 seconds. In a vessel of 100 metres or more in length 
the bell shall be sounded in the forepart of the vessel and immediately after the 
ringing of the bell the gong shall be sounded rapidly for about 5 seconds in the 
after part of the vessel. A vessel at anchor may in addition sound three blasts in 
sucession, namely one short, one prolonged and one short blast, to give warning 
of her position and of the possibility of collision to an approaching vessel. 

      (h)   A vessel aground shall give the bell signal and if required the gong 
signal prescribed in paragraph (g) of this Rule and shall, in addition, give three 
separate and distinct strokes on the bell immediately before and after the rapid 
ringing of the bell. A vessel aground may in addition sound an appropriate               
whistle signal. 

        (i)   A vessel of less than 12 metres in length shall not be obliged to give 
the above-mentioned signals but, if she does not, shall make some other 
efficient sound signal at intervals of not more than 2 minutes. 
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        (j)   A pilot vessel when engaged on pilotage duty may in addition to the 
signals prescribed in paragraph (a), (b) or (g) of this Rule sound an identity 
signal consisting of four short blasts. 

RULE  36 

Signals to attract attention 

  If necessary to attract the attention of another vessel any vessel may make 
light or sound signals that cannot be mistaken for any signal authorised 
elsewhere in these Rules, or may direct the beam of her searchlight in the 
direction of the danger, in such a way as not to embarrass any vessel. Any light 
to attract the attention of another vessel shall be such that it cannot be mistaken 
for any aid to navigation. For the purpose of this Rule the use of high intensity 
intermittent or revolving lights, such as strobe lights, shall be avoided. 

RULE  37 

Distress signals 

  When a vessel is in distress and requires assistance she shall use or exhibit 
the signals described in Annex IV to these Regulations. 

 

PART  E—EXEMPTIONS 

RULE  38 

Exemptions 

   Any vessel (or class of vessels) provided that she complies with the 
requirements of the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, 
1960, the keel of which is laid or which is at a corresponding stage of 
construction before the entry into force of these Regulations may be exempted 
from compliance therewith as follows: 

      (a)   The installation of lights with ranges prescribed in Rule 22, until four 
years after the date of entry into force of these Regulations. 

      (b)   The installation of lights with colour specifications as prescribed in 
section 7 of Annex I to these Regulations, until four years after the date of 
entry into force of these Regulations. 

      (c)   The repositioning of lights as a result of conversion from Imperial to 
metric units and rounding off measurement figures, permanent exemption. 
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      (d)   (i)   The repositioning of masthead lights on vessels of less then         
150 metres in length, resulting from the prescriptions of section 3(a) of Annex I 
to these Regulations, permanent exemption. 

            (ii)   The repositioning of masthead lights on vessels of 150 metres              
or more in length, resulting from the prescriptions of section 3(a) 
of Annex I to these Regulations, until nine years after the date of 
entry into force of these Regulations. 

      (e)   The repositioning of masthead lights resulting from the prescriptions 
of section 2(b) of Annex I to these Regulations, until nine years after the date 
of entry into force of these Regulations. 

        (f)   The repositioning of sidelights resulting from the prescriptions of 
sections 2(g) and 3(b) of Annex I to these Regulations, until nine years after 
the date of entry into force of these Regulations. 

      (g)   The requirements for sound signal appliances prescribed in Annex III 
to these Regulations, until nine years after the date of entry into force of these 
Regulations. 

      (h)   The repositioning of all-round lights resulting from the prescription 
of section 9(b) of Annex I to these Regulations, permanent exemption. 

 

ANNEX  I 

Positioning and technical details of lights and shapes 

1. Definition 

   The term “height above the hull” means height above the uppermost 
continuous deck. This height shall be measured from the position vertically 
beneath the location of the light. 

2. Vertical positioning and spacing of lights 

      (a)   On a power-driven vessel of 20 metres or more in length the 
masthead lights shall be placed as follows: 

              (i)   the forward masthead light, or if only one masthead light is 
carried, then that light, at a height above the hull of not less than 
6 metres, and, if the breadth of the vessel exceeds 6 metres, then 
at a height above the hull not less than such breadth, so however 
that the light need not be placed at a greater height above the hull 
than 12 metres; 
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            (ii)   when two masthead lights are carried the after one shall be at 
least 4-5 metres vertically higher than the forward one. 

      (b)   The vertical separation of masthead lights of power-driven vessels 
shall be such that in all normal conditions of trim the after light will be seen 
over and separate from the forward light at a distance of 1 000 metres from the 
stern when viewed from sea-level. 

      (c)   The masthead light of a power-driven vessel of 12 metres but less 
than 20 metres in length shall be placed at a height above the gunwale of not 
less than 2.5 metres. 

      (d)   A power-driven vessel of less than 12 metres in length may carry the 
uppermost light at a height of less than 2.5 metres above the gunwale. When 
however a masthead light is carried in addition to sidelights and a sternlight or 
the all-round light prescribed in Rule 23(c)(i) is carried in addition to 
sidelights, then such masthead light or all-round light shall be carried at least 
1 metre higher than the sidelights. 

      (e)   One of the two or three masthead lights prescribed for a power-driven 
vessel when engaged in towing or pushing another vessel shall be placed in the 
same position as either the forward masthead light or the after masthead light; 
provided that, if carried on the aftermast, the lowest after masthead light shall 
be at least 4.5 metres vertically higher than the forward masthead light. 

        (f)   (i)   The masthead light or lights prescribed in Rule 23(a) shall be so 
placed as to be above and clear of all other lights and obstructions except as 
described in subparagraph (ii). 

            (ii)   When it is impracticable to carry the all-round lights prescribed 
by Rule 27(b)(i) or Rule 28 below the masthead lights, they may be carried 
above the after masthead light(s) or vertically in between the forward 
masthead light(s) and the after masthead light(s), provided that in the latter 
case the requirement of section 3(c) of this Annex shall be complied with. 

      (g)   The sidelights of a power-driven vessel shall be placed at a height 
above the hull not greater than three-quarters of that of the forward masthead 
light. They shall not be so low as to be interfered with by deck lights. 

      (h)   The sidelights, if in a combined lantern and carried on a power-driven 
vessel of less than 20 metres in length, shall be placed not less than one metre 
below the masthead light. 
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        (i)   When the Rules prescribe two or three lights to be carried in a vertical 
line, they shall be spaced as follows: 

                (i)   on a vessel of 20 metres in length or more such lights shall 
be spaced not less than 2 metres apart, and the lowest of these 
lights shall, except where a towing light is required, be 
placed at a height of not less than 4 metres above the hull; 

                (ii)   on a vessel of less than 20 metres in length such lights shall 
be spaced not less than 1 metre apart and the lowest of these 
lights shall, except where a towing light is required be placed 
at a height of not less than 2 metres above the gunwale; 

              (iii)   when three lights are carried they shall be equally spaced. 

        (j)   The lower of the two all-round lights prescribed for a vessel when 
engaged in fishing shall be at a height above the sidelights not less than twice 
the distance between the two vertical lights. 

      (k)   The forward anchor light prescribed in Rule 30(a)(i), when two are 
carried, shall not be less than 4.5 metres above the after one. On a vessel of  
50 metres or more in length this forward anchor light shall be placed at a 
height of not less than 6 metres above the hull. 

3. Horizontal positioning and spacing of lights 

      (a)   When two masthead lights are prescribed for a power-driven 
vessel, the horizontal distance between them shall not be less than one-half 
of the length of the vessel but need not be more than 100 metres. The 
forward light shall be placed not more than one-quarter of the length of the 
vessel from the stern. 

      (b)   On a power-driven vessel of 20 metres or more in length the 
sidelights shall not be placed in front of the forward masthead lights. They 
shall be placed at or near the side of the vessel. 

      (c)   When the lights prescribed in Rule 27(b)(i) or Rule 28 are placed 
vertically between the forward masthead light(s) and the after masthead         
light(s) these all-round lights shall be placed at a horizontal distance of not 
less than 2 metres from the fore and aft centreline of the vessels in the 
athwartship direction. 

4. Details of location of direction-indicating lights for fishing vessels, 
dredgers and vessels engaged in underwater operations 

      (a)   The light indicating the direction of the outlying gear from a vessel 
engaged in fishing as prescribed in Rule 26(c)(ii) shall be placed at a horizontal 
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distance of not less than 2 metres and not more than 6 metres away from the 
two all-round red and white lights. This light shall be placed not higher than 
the all-round white light prescribed in Rule 26(c)(i) and not lower than the 
sidelights. 

      (b)   The lights and shapes on a vessel engaged in dredging or underwater 
operations to indicate the obstructed side and/or the side on which it is safe to 
pass, as prescribed in Rule 27(d)(i) and (ii), shall be placed at the maximum 
practical horizontal distance, but in no case less than 2 metres, from the lights 
or shapes prescribed in Rule 27(b)(i) and (ii). In no case shall the upper of 
these lights or shapes be at a greater height than the lower of the three lights 
or shapes prescribed in Rule 27(b)(i) and (ii). 

5. Screens for sidelights 

  The sidelights of vessels of 20 metres or more in length shall be fitted with 
inboard screens painted matt black, and meeting the requirements of section 9 
of this Annex. On vessels of less than 20 metres in length the sidelights, if 
necessary to meet the requirements of section 9 of this Annex, shall be fitted 
with inboard matt black screens. With a combined lantern, using a single 
vertical filament and a very narrow division between the green and red 
sections, external screens need not be fitted. 

6. Shapes 

      (a)   Shapes shall be black and of the following sizes: 
                (i)   a ball shall have a diameter of not less than 0.6 metre; 

                (ii)   a cone shall have a base diameter of not less than 0.6 metre 
and a height equal to its diameter; 

              (iii)   a cylinder shall have a diameter of at least 0.6 metre and a 
height of twice its diameter; 

              (iv)   a diamond shape shall consist of two cones as defined in (ii) 
above having a common base. 

      (b)   The vertical distance between shapes shall be at least 1.5 metres. 

      (c)   In a vessel of less than 20 metres in length shapes of lesser 
dimensions but commensurate with the size of the vessel may be used and the 
distance apart may be correspondingly reduced. 

7. Colour specification of lights 

   The chromaticity of all navigation lights shall conform to the following 
standards, which lie within the boundaries of the area of the diagram specified 
for each colour by the International Commission on Illumination (CIE). 



406               Chap. 50:10                             Shipping

LAWS  OF  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO

[Subsidiary]                   Shipping (Distress Signals and Prevention of Collisions) Regulations

  The boundaries of the area for each colour are given by indicating the corner 
co-ordinates, which are as follows: 

                (i) White 
                            x       0.525        0.525     0.452     0.310     0.310     0.443 
                            y       0.382        0.440     0.440     0.348     0.283     0.382 

                (ii) Green 
                            x       0.028        0.009     0.300     0.203 
                            y       0.385        0.723     0.511     0.356 

              (iii) Red 
                            x       0.680        0.660     0.735     0.721 
                            y       0.320        0.320     0.265     0.259 

              (iv) Yellow 
                            x       0.612        0.618     0.575     0.576 
                            y       0.382        0.382     0.425     0.406 

8. Intensity of lights 

      (a)   The minimum luminous intensity of lights shall be calculated by 
using the formula— 
                    I=3.43 x 106 x T x D2 x K—D. 

              where I is luminous intensity in candelas under service conditions, 
                         T is threshold factor 2 x 10-7 lux,  
                         D is range of visibility (luminous range) of the light in nautical miles,  
                         K is atmospheric transmissivity. 

    For prescribed lights the value of K shall be 0.8, corresponding to a 
meteorological visibility of approximately 13 nautical miles. 

      (b)   A selection of figures derived from the formula is given in the 
following Table: 

                  Range of visibility                            Luminous intensity of 
                  (luminous range) of                           light in candelas for 
                light in nautical miles                                     K=0.8 
                                D                                                      I 
                                1                                                           0.9 
                                2                                                           4.3 
                                3                                                         12 
                                4                                                         27 
                                5                                                         52 
                                6                                                         94 

  Note: The maximum luminous intensity of navigation lights should be 
limited to avoid undue glare. This shall not be achieved by a variable control 
of the luminous intensity. 
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9. Horizontal sectors 

      (a)   (i)   In the forward direction, sidelights as fitted on the vessel shall 
show the minimum required intensities. The intensities shall decrease to reach 
practical cut-off between 1 degree and 3 degrees outside the prescribed sectors. 

              (ii)   For sternlights and masthead lights and at 22.5 degrees abaft the 
beam for sidelights, the minimum required intensities shall be maintained over 
the arc of the horizon up to 5 degrees within the limits of the sectors prescribed 
in Rule 21. From 5 degrees within the prescribed sectors the intensity may 
decrease by 50 per cent up to the prescribed limits; it shall decrease steadily to 
reach practical cut-off at not more than 5 degrees outside the prescribed sectors. 

      (b)   All-round lights shall be so located as not to be obscured by masts, 
topmasts or structures within angular sectors of more than 6 degrees, except 
anchor lights prescribed in Rule 30, which need not be placed at an 
impractical height above the hull. 

10. Vertical sectors 

      (a)   The vertical sectors of electric lights as fitted, with the exception of 
lights on sailing vessels underway shall ensure that— 
              (i)   at least the required minimum intensity is maintained at all 

angles from 5 degrees above to 5 degrees below the horizontal; 
            (ii)   at least 60 per cent of the required minimum intensity is maintained 

from 7.5 degrees above to 7.5 degrees below the horizontal. 

      (b)   In the case of sailing vessels underway the vertical sectors of electric 
lights as fitted shall ensure that— 
              (i)   at least the required minimum intensity is maintained at all 

angles from 5 degrees above to 5 degrees below the horizontal; 
            (ii)   at least 50 per cent of the required minimum intensity is maintained 

from 25 degrees above to 25 degrees below the horizontal. 

      (c)   In the case of lights other than electric these specifications shall be 
met as closely as possible. 

11. Intensity of non-electric lights 

   Non-electric lights shall so far as practicable comply with the minimum 
intensities, as specified in the Table given in section 8 of this Annex. 

12. Manoeuvring light 

   Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 2(f) of this Annex the 
manoeuvring light described in Rule 34(b) shall be placed in the same fore and 
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aft vertical plane as the masthead light or lights and, where practicable, at a 
minimum height of 2 metres vertically above the forward masthead light, 
provided that it shall be carried not less than 2 metres vertically above or 
below the after masthead light. On a vessel where only one masthead light is 
carried the manoeuvring light, if fitted, shall be carried where it can best be 
seen, not less than 2 metres vertically apart from the masthead light. 

13. Approval 

   The construction of lights and shapes and the installation of lights on board 
the vessel shall be to the satisfaction of the appropriate authority of the State 
whose flag the vessel is entitled to fly. 

 

ANNEX  II 

Additional signals for fishing vessels fishing in close proximity 

1. General 

   The lights mentioned herein shall, if exhibited in pursuance of Rule 26(d), 
be placed where they can best be seen. They shall be at least 0.9 metres apart 
but at a lower level than lights prescribed in Rule 26(b)(i) and (c)(i). The lights 
shall be visible all round the horizon at a distance of at least 1 mile but at a 
lesser distance than the lights prescribed by these Rules for fishing vessels. 

2. Signals for trawlers 

      (a)   Vessels when engaged in trawling, whether using demersal or pelagic 
gear, may exhibit— 

                (i)   when shooting their nets— 

                          two white lights in a vertical line; 

                (ii)   when hauling their nets— 

                          one white light over one red light in a vertical line; 

              (iii)   when the net has come fast upon an obstruction— 

                          two red lights in a vertical line. 

      (b)   Each vessel engaged in pair trawling may exhibit— 

                (i)   by night, a searchlight directed forward and in the direction 
of the other vessel of the pair; 

                (ii)   when shooting or hauling their nets or when their nets               
have come fast upon an obstruction, the lights prescribed               
in 2(a) above. 
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3. Signals for purse seiners 

  Vessels engaged in fishing with purse seine gear may exhibit two yellow 
lights in a vertical line. These lights shall flash alternately every second and 
with equal light and occultation duration. These lights may be exhibited only 
when the vessel is hampered by its fishing gear. 

 

ANNEX  III 

Technical details of sound signal appliances 

1. Whistles 

  (a) Frequencies and range of audibility 

  The fundamental frequency of the signal shall lie within the range 70–700 Hz. 
  The range of audibility of the signal from a whistle shall be determined by 
those frequencies, which may include the fundamental and/or one or more 
higher frequencies, which lie within the range 180–700 Hz (‡1 per cent) and 
which provide the sound pressure levels specified in paragraph 1(c) below. 

  (b) Limits of fundamental frequencies 

    To ensure a wide variety of whistle characteristics, the fundamental 
frequency of a whistle shall be between the following limits: 

                (i)   70–200 Hz, for a vessel 200 metres or more in length; 

                (ii)   130–350 Hz, for a vessel 75 metres but less than 200 metres 
in length; 

              (iii)   250–700 Hz, for a vessel less than 75 metres in length. 

  (c) Sound signal intensity and range of audibility 

    A whistle fitted in a vessel shall provide, in the direction of maximum intensity 
of the whistle and at a distance of 1 metre from it, a sound pressure level in at 
least one 1⁄3 rd-octave band within the range of frequencies 180–700 Hz (‡ 1 per 
cent) of not less than the appropriate figure given in the table below. 

                                                 1⁄3 rd-octave band level at    Audibility range in 
  Length of vessel in metres    1 metre in dB referred to         nautical miles 
                                                        2 X 105— N/m2 

200 or more                   …                   143                                       2 
75 but less than 200         ...                   138                                       1.5 
20 but less than 75         ...                   130                                       1 
Less than 20                   ...                   120                                       0.5 
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   The range of audibility in the table above is for information and is 
approximately the range at which a whistle may be heard on its forward 
axis with 90 per cent probability in conditions of still air on board a vessel 
having average background noise level at the listening posts (taken to be 
68 dB in the octave band centred on 250 Hz and 63 dB in the octave band 
centred on 500 Hz). 
  In practice the range at which a whistle may be heard is extremely variable 
and depends critically on weather conditions; the values given can be regarded 
as typical but under conditions of strong wind or high ambient noise level at 
the listening post the range may be much reduced. 

      (d) Directional properties 

      The sound pressure level of a directional whistle shall be not more than         
4 dB below the prescribed sound pressure level on the axis at any direction in 
the horizontal plane within ‡45 degrees of the axis. The sound pressure level 
at any other direction in the horizontal plane shall be not more than 10 dB 
below the prescribed sound pressure level on the axis, so that the range in any 
direction will be at least half the range on the forward axis. The sound pressure 
level shall be measured in that 1⁄3 rd-octave band which determines the 
audibility range. 

      (e) Positioning of whistles 

   When a directional whistle is to be used as the only whistle on a vessel, it 
shall be installed with its maximum intensity directed straight ahead. 
    
   A whistle shall be placed as high as practicable on a vessel, in order to 
reduce intercoption of the emitted sound by obstructions and also to minimise 
hearing damage risk to personnel. The sound pressure level of the vessel’s own 
signal at listening posts shall not exceed 110 dB(A) and so far as practicable 
should not exceed 100 dB(A). 

        (f) Fitting of more than one whistle 

   If whistles are fitted at a distance apart of more than 100 metres, it shall be 
so arranged that they are not sounded simultaneously. 

      (g) Combined whistle systems 

  If due to the presence of obstructions the sound field of a single whistle or 
of one of the whistles referred to in paragraph 1(f) above is likely to have a 
zone of greatly reduced signal level, it is recommended that a combined 
whistle system be fitted so as to overcome this reduction. For the purposes of 
the Rules a combined whistle system is to be regarded as a single whistle. The 
whistles of a combined system shall be located at a distance apart of not more 
than 100 metres and arranged to be sounded simultaneously. The frequency of 
any one whistle shall differ from those of the others by at least 10 Hz. 
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2. Bell or gong 

      (a) Intensity of signal 

      A bell or gong, or other device having similar sound characteristics shall 
produce a sound pressure level of not less than 110 dB at a distance of 1 metre 
from it. 

      (b) Construction 

      Bells and gongs shall be made of corrosion-resistant material and designed 
to give a clear tone. The diameter of the mouth of the bell shall be not less than 
300 mm for vessels of 20 metres or more in length and shall be not less than  
200 mm for vessels of 12 metres or more but of less than 20 metres in length. 
   Where practicable, a power-driven bell striker is recommended to ensure 
constant force but manual operation shall be possible. The mass of the striker 
shall be not less than 3 per cent of the mass of the bell. 

3. Approval 

      The construction of sound signal appliances, their performance and their 
installation on board the vessel shall be to the satisfaction of the appropriate 
authority of the State whose flag the vessel is entitled to fly. 

 

ANNEX  IV 

Distress  signals 

        1.   The following signals, used or exhibited either together or separately, 
indicate distress and need of assistance: 

                (a)   a gun of other explosive signal fired at intervals of about a 
minute; 

                (b)   a continuous sounding with any fog-signalling apparatus; 
                (c)   rockets or shells, throwing red stars fired one at a time at 

short intervals; 
                (d)   a signal made by radiotelegraphy or by any other signalling 

method consisting of the group ......... (SOS) in the Morse 
Code; 

                (e)   a signal sent by radiotelephony consisting of the spoken 
word “Mayday”; 

                (f)   the International Code Signal of distress indicated by N.C.; 
                (g)   a signal consisting of a square flag having above or below it 

a ball or anything resembling a ball; 
                (h)   flames on the vessel (as from a burning tar barrel, oil barrel, etc.); 

                (i)   a rocket parachute flare or a hand flare showing a red light; 
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                (j)   a smoke signal giving off orange-coloured smoke; 

                (k)   slowly and repeatedly raising and lowering arms 
outstretched to each side; 

                (l)   the radiotelegraph alarm signal; 

                (m)  the radiotelephone alarm signal; 

                (n)   signals transmitted by emergency position-indicating radio 
beacons; 

                (o)   approved signals transmitted by radiocommunication systems. 

        2.   The use or exhibition of any of the foregoing signals except for the 
purpose of indicating distress and need of assistance and the use of other 
signals which may be confused with any of the above signals is prohibited. 

        3.   Attention is drawn to the relevant sections of the International Code of 
Signals, the Merchant Ship Search and Rescue Manual and the following signals: 

                (a)   a piece of orange-coloured canvas with either a black square 
and circle or other appropriate symbol (for identification          
from the air); 

                (b)   a dye marker.
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SHIPPING  (LOCAL  PASSENGER  SHIP)  (SAFETY) 
REGULATIONS 

made under section 276 

      1. These Regulations may be cited as the Shipping (Local 
Passenger Ship) (Safety) Regulations. 

        2.  In these Regulations— 
“Act” means the Shipping Act; 
“crew” in relation to a ship includes the Master and seamen; 
“Director” means the Director of Maritime Services; 
“local passenger ship” means a ship carrying more than 

twelve passengers operating within the waters of 
Trinidad and Tobago; 

“surveyor” means a person appointed as such under section 231 
of the Act. 

        3.  These Regulations apply to local passenger ships of 
between five and fifty metres in length, which convey passengers. 

        4.  A Local Passenger Ship Safety Certificate shall be issued 
in accordance with these Regulations for a period of not more           
than twelve months and may be subject to any limitations          
endorsed thereon. 

        5.  (1)  Every local passenger ship shall be surveyed once 
every twelve months by a surveyor who shall furnish the Director 
with a declaration containing statements of the following particulars: 
                    (a)  the stability of the ship; 
                    (b)  the nature of the prescribed safety equipment of 

the ship; 
                    (c)  the condition of the hull, machinery and 

prescribed safety equipment of the ship; 
                    (d)  the limits, if any, beyond which, as regards the 

hull, machinery and safety equipment, the ship 
is not fit to ply; 

                    (e)  the crew required for the safe navigation of the 
ship and the safety of the passengers carried 
therein; and 
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                    (f)  the number of persons the ship is, in his 
judgment, capable of carrying with safety. 

            (2)  The surveyor shall, when carrying out the survey of a 
local passenger ship, take into account, inter alia, the following: 
                    (a)  the age, construction, general condition and 

configuration of the ship; 
                    (b)  the machinery; 
                    (c)  the deck space and seating capacity; 
                    (d)  that there should be carried on board— 
                              (i)   for each person the ship is certified to carry, 

a lifejacket suitable for a person weighing 
thirty-two kilogrammes or more; and 

                            (ii)   for ten per cent of the total number of 
persons the ship is certified to carry an 
equal number of lifejackets each suitable 
for a person weighing less than thirty-two 
kilogrammes; 

                        (e)   that lifeboats, liferafts, buoyant apparatus or lifebuoys 
are to be provided, sufficient for the total number of 
persons the ship is certified to carry; 

                        (f)   that where the ship is used for pleasure cruises            
an emergency rescue boat, fitted with an engine, is to 
be carried where the configuration and manoeuvering 
characteristics of the ship do not facilitate the rescue 
of a person directly from the water; 

                    (g)  that the ship should, where appropriate, be 
equipped with at least— 

                              (i)   a suitable fire extinguisher in each 
compartment; 

                            (ii)   a fire pump, hoses and nozzles, so that a 
jet of water can be brought to bear on any 
part of the ship; and 

                            (iii)   a fire axe;  
                          so that where the pump specified in 

subparagraph (ii) is driven by the main engine a 
portable diesel driven pump is also to be carried; 

                    (h)  that the ship should comply with the Shipping 
(Distress Signals and Prevention of Collisions) 
Regulations; 
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                    (i)  that the ship is to be fitted with a search light 
and a marine radiotelephone installation; 

                    (j)  that distress signalling equipment and a first aid 
kit are carried; 

                    (k)  that the steering arrangements, mooring 
equipment and ground tackle are adequate. 

        6.  Where, on a particular voyage, the number of persons 
weighing less than thirty-two kilogrammes exceeds ten per cent of 
the total number of persons on the local passenger ship, there should 
be carried on board for each such person a suitable lifejacket. 

        7.  Every master, mate and engineer shall hold a Motor 
Launch Certificate or such higher certificate of competency as 
may be determined by the Director. 

        8.  Every local passenger ship shall be insured in respect of 
any liability which may be incurred in respect of third-party risks 
caused by, or arising out of the use of, the ship. 

        9.  Where the Director is satisfied that each of the particulars 
listed in the surveyor’s declaration referred to in regulation 5 is 
adequate and where he is satisfied that the local passenger ship is 
insured in accordance with regulation 8, on payment of the fee 
prescribed in the First Schedule he shall issue a Local Passenger 
Ship Safety Certificate (hereinafter referred to as “a Safety 
Certificate”) in the form prescribed in the Second Schedule. 

      10.  A Safety Certificate is not valid where— 
                    (a)  the equipment specified in the certificate is not 

carried or is not in working condition; 
                    (b)  the crew do not hold at least the level of 

certification required on the certificate; 
                    (c)  the number of crew required by the certificate is 

not carried; 
                    (d)  the local passenger ship carries more than the 

number of persons it is certified to carry; 
                    (e)  the local passenger ship does not have the 

insurance cover required by regulation 8; 
                    (f)  the period for which the certificate was issued 

has expired. 
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      11.  A log book is to be kept on board every local passenger 
ship and in it shall be recorded the entries referred to in the                
Third Schedule. 

      12.  (1)  A local passenger ship with— 
                    (a)  more than twenty passengers shall have on 

board a functioning public address system; or 
                    (b)  twenty or less passengers shall have on board 

either a public address system or a portable loud 
hailer. 

            (2)  A public address system under subsection (1) shall 
be capable of making a broadcast which is capable of being heard 
on all public spaces of the local passenger ship, including open 
decks, to which the public has access. 

            (3)  Upon the commencement of a voyage by a local 
passenger ship, the attention of the passengers of the local 
passenger ship shall be drawn to the emergency instructions 
required by Shipping Notice No. 7 of 2016. 

  12A.  (1)  No person shall, in the waters of Trinidad and 
Tobago cause a local passenger ship, while in the waters of 
Trinidad and Tobago, to be raft-up (without reasonable excuse). 

            (2)  A person who contravenes subregulation (1) 
commits an offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine 
of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars and to a term of 
imprisonment for ten years. 

  12B.  The owner or master of a local passenger ship shall take 
an accurate count of the number of all crew and passengers on 
board a local passenger ship before the commencement of each 
voyage or excursion and this record shall be entered in the ship’s 
log book and left with a responsible person ashore. 

  12C.  (1)  Subject to subregulation (2), the owner or master of 
a local passenger ship shall prepare in writing, in the prescribed 
form, an accurate list of the names of all crew and passengers 
embarking and disembarking from the passenger ship, of each 
voyage or excursion. 
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            (2)  The lists of names of all crew and passengers made 
under subregulation (1) shall be forwarded, from the designated 
berthing location of the passenger ship, before and after the 
commencement of the voyage or excursion to the Director of 
Maritime Services and the Trinidad and Tobago Coast Guard. 

      13.  (1) Where a local passenger ship proceeds on any voyage 
or excursion without a valid Safety Certificate, the owner and 
master of the ship are each guilty of an offence and liable to               
a fine of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars and to 
imprisonment for ten years. 

            (2)  Where a local passenger ship proceeds on any 
voyage or excursion without compliance with regulations 12, 
12B and 12C, the owner or master of the passenger ship commits 
an offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine of one 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars and to a term of imprisonment 
for ten years. 

Penalties. 
[388/2020]. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offence. 
[95/2024].

FIRST  SCHEDULE 

FEES 

Service                                                                                                      Fees 

1.  For the issue of a Safety Certificate         …          …           …     $500.00 

2.  For the replacement of a Safety Certificate which has been lost  
   or destroyed             …          …               …          …           …     $100.00

Regulation 9. 
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SECOND  SCHEDULE 

REPUBLIC  OF  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 

LOCAL  PASSENGER  SHIP  SAFETY  CERTIFICATE 

ISSUED UNDER THE SHIPPING (LOCAL PASSENGER SHIP) (SAFETY) 
REGULATIONS, 1991 

made under section 276 of the Shipping Act, Chap. 50:10 

                                      Distinctive 
Name of Ship                Number or         Port of Registry      Gross Tonnage 
                                        Letters 

1. The above-mentioned ship has been duly surveyed in accordance with the    
provisions of the Regulations referred to above. 

2.  The survey showed that— 
        (a)   the stability of the ship is adequate; and 
        (b)   the hull machinery and prescribed safety equipment are in good 

condition. 

3. The ship is authorised to operate within the following area: 

   ...................................................................................................................... 

    ...................................................................................................................... 

4. The ship is certified to carry a total of no more than .................... persons. 

5. The following life saving appliances are carried on board: 
life boats capable of accommodating ............................................ persons. 
liferafts capable of accommodating .............................................. persons. 
buoyant apparatus capable of accommodating ............................. persons. 
lifebuoys capable of accommodating ........................................... persons. 
lifejackets suitable for persons weighing thirty-two kilograms or more. 
lifejackets suitable for persons weighing less than thirty-two kilograms. 

6. The following fire-fighting appliances are carried on board: 
Fire extinguishers 
Fire Pumps 
Fire Hoses and Nozzles 
Fire Axes. 

7. The ship is fitted with a marine radiotelephone installation, search light, 
first-aid kit and is provided with navigation lights and means of making 
sound signals and distress signals in accordance with the provisions of the 
Shipping (Distress Signals and Prevention of Collisions) Regulations. 

8. The minimum crew is to comprise the following persons holding the 
qualifications stated: 

Master ......................................................................................................... 

Regulation 9.



Mate ............................................................................................................ 

Engineer ..................................................................................................... 

....................................................................................................... Seamen 

This certificate remains in force until ................................................................ 

 

                                                                          Director of Maritime Services, 
                                                                            Maritime Services Division 
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THIRD  SCHEDULE 

ENTRIES  REQUIRED  TO  BE  MADE  IN  THE  LOG  BOOK 
BY  THE  MASTER  OF  A  LOCAL  PASSENGER  SHIP 

Particulars of entry 

        1.   The name of the ship, its port of registry, official number and gross 
or register tonnage. 

        2.   The name and address of the registered owner or of the registered 
managing owner or of the ship’s husband or manager. 

        3.   The name of the master of the ship and the number of his certificate 
of competency. 

        4.   The date on and place at which the log book is opened. 

        5.   The date on and place at which the log book is closed. 

        6.   A record of the date and hour of departure for sea from, and arrival 
from sea at, any dock, wharf, port or harbour. 

        7.   A record of the number of passengers on board and members of the 
crew. 

        8.   Where any of the following casualties has occurred: 
                (a)   the loss or presumed loss, stranding, grounding, 

abandonment of or damage to the ship; or 
                (b)   a loss of life caused by fire on board or by any accident to the 

ship or a ship’s boat, or by any accident occurring on board 
the ship or a ship’s boat; or 

                (c)   any damage caused by the ship,  
a description of the casualty and the place where, or the position of the ship 
when, it occurred.  

        9.   A record of every signal of distress or a message that a vessel, aircraft 
or person is in distress at sea, that was observed or received.
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      14.  (1)  Where a ship is detained under regulation 12 or 13 
and there was, at the time of detention, reasonable and probable 
cause by reason of the state of health of one or more members of 
the crew giving rise to— 
                    (a)  serious risk to the safety and health of those on 

board; or 
                    (b)  any member of the crew being unable to 

perform the duties required of him due to being 
medically unfit to the extent that the ship is, in 
effect, undermanned, 

the owner of the ship is liable to pay to the Minister any costs of 
and incidental to the detention of the ship and those costs are, 
without prejudice to any other remedy, recoverable in the same 
manner as salvage. 

            (2)  Where it is proved that there was no reasonable and 
probable cause for the detention of the ship under regulation 12 
or 13 the Minister is liable to pay to the owner of the ship— 
                    (a)  the owner’s costs of and incidental to the 

detention; and 
                    (b)  compensation for any loss or damage sustained 

by the owner by reason of the detention. 

      15.  (1)  Unless otherwise provided in the Act any person 
who contravenes regulation 4 is guilty of an offence and liable on 
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars 
for each contravention. 

            (2)  In any proceedings for an offence under these 
Regulations it shall be a defence for the employer to show that all 
reasonable steps had been taken by him to ensure compliance 
with the Regulations.
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      33.   (1)   The standard height of a raised quarterdeck is 3 feet for ships up 
to an including 100 feet in length, 4 feet for ships 250 feet in length and 6 feet 
for ships 400 feet in length and more. 

              (2)   The standard height of any other superstructure or of a trunk is   
6 feet for ships up to and including 250 feet in length and 7 feet 6 inches for 
ships 400 feet in length and more. 

              (3)   The standard height at intermediate lengths is obtained by 
interpolation. 

      34.   The length of a superstructure (S) is the mean covered length of the 
parts of the superstructure which extend to the sides of the ship and lie within 
lines drawn perpendicular to the extremities of the summer load waterline, as 
described in paragraph 26. 

      35.   A detached superstructure is regarded as enclosed only where— 
                (a)   the enclosing bulkheads are of efficient construction as 

required by paragraph 36; 
                (b)   the access openings in these bulkheads are fitted with       

Class 1 or Class 2 closing appliances, as described in 
paragraphs 37 and 38; 

                (c)   all other openings in sides or ends of the superstructure are 
fitted with efficient weathertight means of closing; and 

                (d)   independent means of access to crew, machinery, bunker and 
other working spaces within bridges and poops are at all 
times available when the bulkhead openings are closed. 

      36.   Bulkheads at exposed ends of poops, bridges and forecastles are 
deemed to be efficient construction where the Assigning Authority are 
satisfied that, in the circumstances, they are equivalent to the following 
standard for ships with minimum freeboards, under which standard the 
stiffeners and plating are of the scantlings given in the following Table, the 
stiffeners are spaced 30 inches apart, the stiffeners on poop and bridge front 
bulkheads have efficient end connections, and those on after bulkheads of 
bridges and forecastles extend for the whole distance between the margin 
angles of the bulkheads. 

D—Appliances for closing access opening in bulkheads 
at ends of detached superstructures 

      37.   Class 1 closing appliances shall be closing appliances which comply 
with the following conditions: 

                (a)   they shall be constructed of iron or steel; 
                (b)   they shall in all cases be permanently and strongly attached 

to the bulkhead; 
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                (c)   they shall be framed, stiffened and fitted so that the whole 
structure is of equivalent strength to the unpierced bulkhead; 

                (d)   they shall be weathertight when closed; 

                (e)   the means for securing these appliances shall be permanently 
attached to the bulkhead or to the appliances and the latter 
shall be so arranged that they can be closed and secured from 
both sides of the bulkhead or from the deck above; and 

                (f)   the sills of the access openings shall be at least 15 inches 
above the deck. 

      38.   The following closing appliances shall be Class 2 closing appliances: 

                (a)   strongly framed hardwood hinged doors, which are not more 
than 30 inches wide or less than 2 inches thick; 

                (b)   shifting boards fitted for the full height of the opening in 
channels rivetted to the bulkheads, the shifting boards being 
at least 2 inches thick when the width of opening is 30 inches 
or less, and increased in thickness at the rate of 1 inch for 
each additional 15 inches of width; or 

                (c)   portable plates of equal efficiency with the appliances 
specified in (a) or (b). 

E—Temporary appliances for closing openings in superstructure decks 

      39.   Temporary closing appliances for middle line openings in the deck of 
an enclosed superstructure shall be regarded as efficient if they consist of— 

                (a)   a steel coaming not less than 9 inches in height efficiently 
rivetted to the deck; 

                (b)   hatchway covers as required by paragraph 4, secured by 
hemp lashings; and 

                (c)   hatchway supports as required by paragraphs 5 and 6 and 
Table 1 or 2 in paragraph 5. 

      40.   For the purpose of determining the effective length of detached 
superstructures paragraphs 41 to 46 shall apply. 

      41.   (1)   Where exposed bulkheads at the end of poops, bridges and 
forecastles are not of efficient construction in accordance with paragraph 36 
they shall be treated as non-existent. 

              (2)   Where in the side plating of a superstructure there is an opening 
not provided with permanent means of closing, the part of the superstructure 
in way of the opening shall be regarded as having no effective length. 
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              (3)   Where the height of a superstructure is less than standard, its 
length shall be reduced in the ratio of the actual to the standard height; where 
the height exceeds the standard, no increase shall be made in the length of the 
superstructure. 

      42.   (1)   Where there is an efficient bulkhead and the access openings are 
fitted with Class 1 closing appliances, the length of the poop to the bulkhead 
shall be the effective length. 

              (2)   Where the access openings in an efficient bulkhead are fitted with 
Class 2 closing appliances and the length of the poop to the bulkhead is 5 L or 
less, 100 per cent of that length shall be the effective length; where the length 
is 0.7 L or more, 90 per cent of that length shall be the effective length; where 
the length is between 0.5 L and 0.7 L an intermediate percentage of that length 
shall be the effective length; but where in any of these cases an allowance is 
given for an efficient adjacent trunk in accordance with paragraph 46 only           
90 per cent of the length to the bulkhead shall be the effective length. 

              (3)   50 per cent of the length of an open poop or of an open extension 
of a poop beyond an efficient bulkhead shall be the effective length of the open 
poop or of the extension, as the case may be. 

      43.   Where there is an efficient intact bulkhead, the length of the raised 
quarter deck to the bulkhead shall be the effective length; where the bulkhead 
is not intact, the superstructure shall be regarded as a poop of less than 
standard height. 

      44.   (1)   Where there is an efficient bulkhead at each end of the bridge 
and the access openings in the bulkheads are fitted with Class 1 closing 
appliances, the length between the bulkheads shall be the effective length. 

              (2)   Where the access openings in the forward bulkhead are fitted with 
Class 1 closing appliances and the access openings in the after bulkhead with 
Class 2 closing appliances, the length between the bulkheads shall be the 
effective length; but where an allowance is given for an efficient trunk adjacent 
to the after bulkhead in accordance with paragraph 46, 90 per cent of the length 
shall be the effective length; where the access openings in both bulkheads are 
fitted with Class 2 closing appliances, 90 per cent of the length between the 
bulkheads shall be the effective length; where the access openings in the 
forward bulkhead are fitted with Class 1 or Class 2 closing appliances and the 
access openings in the after bulkhead have no closing appliances, 75 per cent 
of the length between the bulkhead shall be the effective length; where the 
access openings in both bulkheads have no closing appliances, 50 per cent of 
the length shall be the effective length. 

              (3)   75 per cent of the length of an open extension beyond the after 
bulkhead, and 50 per cent of that beyond the forward bulkhead, shall be the 
effective length. 
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      45.   (1)   Where there is an efficient bulkhead and the access openings are 
fitted with Class 1 or Class 2 closing appliances, the length of the forecastle to 
the bulkhead shall be the effective length; where no closing appliances are 
fitted and the sheer forward of amidships is not less than the standard sheer, 
100 per cent of the length of the forecastle forward of 0.1 L from the forward 
perpendicular shall be the effective length. 

              (2)   Where the sheer forward is half the standard sheer or less, 50 per 
cent of the length shall be the effective length; and where the sheer forward is 
intermediate between the standard and half the standard sheer, an intermediate 
percentage of that length shall be the effective length. 

              (3)   50 per cent of the length of an open extension beyond the bulkhead 
or beyond 0.1 L from the forward perpendicular shall be the effective length. 

      46.   (1)   A trunk or similar structure which does not extend to the sides of 
the ship shall be regarded as efficient where— 

                (a)   the trunk is at least as strong as a superstructure; 

                (b)   the hatchways are in the trunk deck and comply with the 
requirements of paragraphs 2 to 9 and the width of the trunk 
deck stringer provides a satisfactory gangway and sufficient 
lateral stiffness; 

                (c)   a permanent working platform fore and aft fitted with guard 
rails is provided by the trunk deck or by detached trunks 
connected to other superstructures by efficient permanent 
gangway; 

                (d)   ventilators are protected by the trunk, by watertight covers or 
by equivalent means; 

                (e)   open rails are fitted on the weather portions of the freeboard 
deck in way of the trunk for at least half their length; 

                (f)   the machinery casings are protected by the trunk, by a 
superstructure of standard height, or by a deck house of the 
same height and of equivalent strength. 

              (2)   Where access openings in poop and bridge bulkheads are fitted 
with Class 1 closing appliances, 100 per cent of the length of an efficient trunk 
reduced in the ratio of its mean breadth to (B) (as described in paragraph 27) 
shall be added to the effective length of the superstructure; where the access 
openings in these bulkheads are not fitted with Class 1 closing appliances        
90 per cent of the length reduced as above shall be added. 

              (3)   Where the height of the trunk is less than the standard height as 
determined in accordance with paragraph 33, the addition referred to in 
subparagraph (2) shall be reduced in the ratio of the actual to the standard height; 
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where the height of hatchway coamings on the trunk deck is less than the 
height of coamings required by paragraph 3, a reduction from the actual height 
of trunk shall be made corresponding to the difference between the actual 
height of the coamings and the height required by paragraph 3. 

G—Effective length of enclosed superstructures with middle line openings 

      47.   Where there is an enclosed superstructure with one or more middle 
line openings in the deck not provided with permanent means of closing in 
accordance with paragraphs 2 to 9 the effective length of the superstructure is 
determined as follows: 

                (a)   where efficient temporary closing appliances are not 
provided for the middle line deck openings in accordance 
with paragraph 39 or the breadth of opening is 80 per cent or 
more of the breadth (B) of the superstructure deck at the 
middle of the opening, the ship shall be regarded as having 
an open well in way of each opening, and freeing ports shall 
be provided in way of this well, the effective length of 
superstructure between openings shall be ascertained by 
applying paragraphs 41, 44 and 45; 

                (b)   where efficient temporary closing appliances as defined in 
paragraph 39 are provided for middle line deck openings and 
the breadth of opening is less than 0.8 B, the effective length 
of superstructure between openings shall be ascertained by 
applying paragraphs 42, 44 and 45, except that where access 
openings in ’tween deck bulkheads are closed by Class 2 
closing appliances, they shall be regarded as being closed by 
Class 1 closing appliances; the total effective length shall be 
obtained by adding to the length thus determined the 
difference between that length and the length of the ship, 
modified in the ratio of— 

                         
                                  where b = breadth of deck 
                         
                        opening; where           is greater than .5 it 
                         
                        is taken as .5. 
 

H—Deductions For Superstructure 

      48.   Where the effective length of superstructures is 1.0 L, the deduction from 
the freeboard shall be 14 inches at 80 feet length of ship, 34 inches at 280 feet 
length, and 42 inches at 400 feet length and above; deductions at intermediate 

B - b 

B1

B - b 

B1
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lengths shall be obtained by interpolation, where the total effective length of 
superstructures is less than 1.0 L, the deductions shall be a percentage 
obtained from the following Table: 

Total Effective Length of Superstructure 

Super- 
structures             Line 

                      0     .1L   .2L   .3L   .4L   .5L  .6L   .7L   .8L     .9L   1.0 L 

                    Per    Per   Per   Per   Per   Per  Per   Per   Per     Per     Per 
                    cent   cent cent cent cent cent cent  cent   cent   cent    cent 

                       

                      0       5     10    15   23.5   32   46     63   75.3   87.7    100   A 

                       

                      0      6.3  12.7   19   27.5   36   46     63   75.3   87.7    100    B 

 

*Where the effective length of a detached bridge is less than .2L the 
percentages are obtained by interpolation between lines B and A. 
Where no forecastle is fitted the above percentages are deducted by 5. 
Percentages for intermediate lengths of superstructures are obtained by 
interpolation. 

I—Sheer 
      49.   (1)   The sheer shall be measured from the deck at side to a line of 
reference drawn parallel to the keel through the sheer line at amidships. 

              (2)   In flush deck ships and in ships with detached superstructures the 
sheer shall be measured at the freeboard deck. 

              (3)   In ships with topsides of unusual form in which there is a step or 
break in the topsides, the sheer shall be considered in relation to the equivalent 
depths amidships determined in accordance with paragraph 29. 

              (4)   In ships with a superstructure of standard height which extends 
over the whole length of the freeboard deck, the sheer shall be measured at the 
superstructure deck; where the height exceeds the standard, the sheer may be 
considered in relation to the standard height. 



600               Chap. 50:10                             Shipping

LAWS  OF  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO

[Subsidiary]                                               Shipping (Load Line) Regulations

Standard sheer 
profile. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Measurement of 
variations from 
standard sheer 
profile. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Correction for 
variations from 
standard sheer 
profile. 
 
 
 
Addition for 
deficiency in 
sheer.

              (5)   Where the superstructure is intact or access openings in its 
enclosing bulkheads are fitted with Class I closing appliances, and the 
superstructure deck has at least the same sheer as the exposed freeboard 
deck, the sheer of the enclosed portion of the freeboard deck shall not be 
taken into account. 

      50.   The ordinates (in inches) of the standard sheer profile are given in the 
following Table, where L is the number of feet in the length of the ship: 

                    Station                                                       Ordinate           Factor 

A.P .                       …          …        …       …             .1L + 10               1 
1/6 from A.P .       …          …        …       …         .0445 L + 4.45           4 
1/3 from A.P.         …          …        …       …           .011L + 1.1             2 
Amidships             …          …        …       …                   0                     4 
1/3 L from F.P.      …          …        …       …           .022 L + 2.2             2 
1/6 L from F.P.      …          …        …       …           .089L + 8.9             4 
F.P                         …          …        …       …             .2L + 20               1 

A.P. = After end of summer load waterline. F.P. = Fore end of summer load 
waterline. 

      51.   (1)   Where the sheer profile differs from the standard, the seven 
ordinates of each profile shall be multiplied by the appropriate factors given in 
the table of ordinates in paragraph 50. The difference between the sums of the 
respective products, divided by 18, measures the deficiency or excess of sheer. 

              (2)   Where the after half of the sheer profile is greater than the 
standard and the forward half is less than the standard, no credit shall be 
allowed for the part in excess. 

              (3)   Where the forward half of the sheer profile exceeds the standard, 
and the after portion of the sheer profile is not less than 75 per cent of the 
standard, credit shall be allowed for the part in excess; where the after part is 
less than 50 per cent of the standard no credit shall be given for the excess sheer 
forward and where the after sheer is between 50 per cent and 75 per cent of the 
standard, an intermediate allowance may be granted for excess sheer forward. 

      52.   The correction for sheer shall be the deficiency or excess of sheer 
determined in accordance with paragraph 51 multiplied by .75 –       , where S  

is the total length of superstructure, as described in paragraph 34. 

      53.   Where the sheer is less than the standard, the correction for 
deficiency in sheer, detemined in accordance with paragraph 52, shall be 
added to the freeboard. 

S 
2L
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      54.   In flush deck ships and in ships where an enclosed superstructure 
covers 0.1 L before and 0.1 L abaft amidships, the correction for excess of 
sheer determined in accordance with paragraph 52 shall be deducted from the 
freeboard; in ships with detached superstructures where no enclosed 
superstructure covers amidships, no deduction shall be made from the 
freeboard; where an enclosed superstructure covers less than 0.1 L before and 
0.1 L abaft amidships, the deduction shall be obtained by interpolation, the 
maximum deduction for excess sheer shall be 11⁄2 inches at 100 feet length of 
ship and shall increase at the rate of 11⁄2 inches for each additional 100 feet in 
the length of the ship. 

J—Round of Beam 

      55.   The standard round of beam of the freeboard deck is 1/50 of the 
breadth of the ship. 

      56.   Where the round of beam of the freeboard deck is greater or less than 
the standard, the freeboard shall be decreased or increased respectively by 1⁄4 

of the difference between the actual and the standard round of beam, multiply 
by the proportion of the length of the freeboard deck not covered by enclosed 
superstructures; twice the standard round of beam is the maximum for which 
allowance may be given. 

K—Minimum Freeboard 

      57.   The minimum freeboard in summer shall be the freeboard derived 
from the Freeboard Table set out in paragraph 62 after correction for 
departures from the standards and after deduction for superstructures in 
accordance with this Schedule so however that if the freeboard, calculated in 
accordance with this Schedule but before the correction required by paragraph 
62(e) is made, is less than two inches, two inches shall be substituted therefor. 

      58.   The minimum freeboard in the Tropical Zone shall be the freeboard 
obtained by a deduction from the Summer freeboard of 1⁄4 inch per foot of 
Summer draught measured from the top of the keel to the centre of the load 
line disc, so however that if the freeboard, calculated in accordance with this 
Schedule but before the correction required by paragraph 62 (e) is made, is 
less than two inches, two inches shall be substituted therefor. 

      59.   The minimum freeboard in Winter shall be the freeboard obtained by 
an addition to the Summer freeboard of 1⁄4 inch per foot of Summer draught, 
measured from the top of the keel to the centre of the load line disc. 

      60.   The minimum winter North Atlantic freeboard for steamers not 
exceeding 330 feet in length shall be the winter freeboard plus two inches; for 
steamers over 330 feet in length the minimum winter North Atlantic freeboard 
shall be the Winter freeboard. 
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      61.   The minimum freeboard in fresh water of unit density shall be the 
freeboard obtained by deducting from the minimum freeboard in salt water
               inches, where 

Δ       = displacement in salt water in tons at the summer load 
waterline, and 

T       = tons per inch immersion in salt water at the summer load 
waterline. 

Where the displacement at the summer load waterline cannot be 
determined, the deduction shall be 1⁄4 inch per foot of summer draught 
measured from the top of the keel to the centre of the disc. 

      62.   Basic Minimum Summer freeboards for Steamers which comply with 
the Standards laid down in this Schedule are as follows: 

        L      Freeboard     L       Freeboard       L      Freeboard       L       Freeboard 
      Feet      Inches     Feet       Inches       Feet      Inches       Feet       Inches 
        80            8.0       250         32.3        430         77.0        580          127.0 
        90            9.0       200         34.4        430         80.9        600          129.6 
      100          10.0       270         36.5        440         84.0        610          132.0 
      110           11.0       280         36.7        450         87.1        620          134.4 
      120          12.0       190         41.0        460         90.2        630          136.0 
      130          13.0       300         43.4        470         93.3        640          139.1 
      140          14.2       310         45.9        480         96.3        650          141.4 
      150          15.9       320         56.0        490         99.3        600          143.7 
      160          16.9       330         51.0        500       102.3        670          145.9 
      170          18.8       340         53.7        510       105.2        680          148.1 
      180          19.8       350         56.5        520       106.1        690          150.1 
      190          21.4       360         59.4        530       110.9        700          152.3 
      200          23.1       370         62.4        540       113.7        710          154.4 
      210          24.8       300         65.4        550       116.4        720          156.4 
      220          26.6       390         68.4        560       119.1        730          158.5 
      230          28.5       400         71.5        570       121.0        740          160.5 
      240          30.3       410         74.6        580       124.4        750          162.5 

                (a)   the minimum freeboard for flush deck steamers shall be 
obtained by an addition to the above Table at the rate of        
11⁄2  inches for every 100 feet of length; 

                (b)   the freeboards at intermediate lengths shall be obtained by 
interpolation; 

Δ 

40 T
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                (c)   where the coefficient of fineness (c) exceed .68, the 
freeboard shall be multiplied by the factor   

                     

                (d)   where D exceed       the freeboard shall be increased by   

 

                        (D  –       ) R, where 

                         

                        R is        at lengths less than 390 feet, and 3 at 390 feet length  
                           
                          and above; 

                (e)   in a ship with an enclosed superstructure covering at least 0.6 L 
amidships, or with a complete trunk, or with a combination of 
intact partial superstructures and trunk which extends all fore 
and aft, where D is less than        the freeboard shall be reduced  

                           
                          at the rate laid down in item (e); 

                (f)   where the height of superstructures or trunk is less than                  
the standard height, as determined in accordance with 
paragraph 33, the reduction shall be modified in the ratio       
which the actual height bears to the standard height; 

                (g)   where the actual depth to the surface of the freeboard deck 
amidships is greater or less than D, the difference between 
these two depths (in inches) shall be added to or deducted 
from the freeboard as the case may be. 

PART  IV 

COMPUTATION  OF  FREEBOARDS  FOR  SAILING  SHIPS 

      63.   Subject to paragraph 24 and paragraphs 64 to 70, freeboards for 
sailing ships shall be computed from the Freeboard Table for Sailing Ships in          
paragraph 69 in the same manner as the freeboards for steamers are computed 
from the Freeboard Table for Steamers in paragraph 62. 

      64.  (1)   In sailing ships having a greater rate of rise of floor than 11⁄2 

inches per foot, the vertical distance from the top of keel referred to in 
paragraph 28 shall be reduced by half the difference between the total rise of 
floor at the half-breadth of the ship and the total rise at 11⁄2 inches per foot; 
2 1⁄2 inches per foot of half-breadth is the maximum rate of rise for which a 
deduction may be made. 

(L) 
15

(L) 
15

c + .68 

1.36

(L) 
15

(L) 
130
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              (2)   Where the form at the lower part of the midship section is of a 
hollow character or thick garboards are fitted, the depth shall be measured 
from the point where the line of the flat of the bottom continued inwards cuts 
the side of the keel. 

              (3)   The depth used with the Freeboard Table shall be taken as not 
less than       . 

      65.   The coefficient of fineness (c) used with the Freeboard Table in 
paragraph 69 shall be taken as not less than 0.62 and not greater than 0.72. 

      66.   In wood ships the Assigning Authority shall satisfy themselves as to 
the efficiency of the construction and closing arrangements of superstructures 
for which deductions are made from the freeboard. 

      67.   Where the effective length of superstructures is 1.0 L, the deduction 
from the freeboard shall be 3 inches at 80 feet length of ship, and 28 inches at 
330 feet length and above; deductions at intermediate lengths shall be obtained 
by interpolation and where the total effective length of superstructures is less 
than 1.0 L, the deduction shall be a percentage obtained from the following 
Table: 

Total Effective Length of Superstructures 
Type of  
Super- 
structures                  Line 

                      0     .1L  .2L   .3L   .4L  .5L   .6L  .7L   .8L    .9L   1.0 L 

                    Per   Per  Per   Per   Per  Per   Per  Per   Per    Per    Per 
                    cent  cent cent cent cent cent cent cent cent   cent   cent 
                       
                      0       7     13    17   23.5  30   47.5  70    80     90     100 A 
                       

 
                      0       7   14.7   22   3.2   42    56   70    80     90     100 B 
 

*where the effective length of Bridge is less than 0.2 L, the percentages are 
obtained by interpolation between lines B and A; percentages for 
intermediate lengths of superstructures are obtained by interpolation. 

      68.   Minimum freeboards shall be as follows: 
                (a)   no addition to the freeboard shall be required for winter freeboard, 

nor shall a deduction be permitted for Tropical freeboard; 

(L) 
12

All types 
with 
Bridge*
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                (b)   an increase in freeboard of 3 inches shall be made for the 
Winter North Atlantic freeboard; 

                (c)   in computing the Fresh Water freeboard for a wood ship, the 
draught shall be measured from the lower edge of the rabbet 
of the keel to the centre of the load line disc. 

      69.   Minimum Summer, Winter and Tropical Freeboards for Iron and 
Steel Flush Deck Sailing Ships, which comply with the Standards laid down 
in this Schedule are as follows: 

        L     Freeboard     L       Freeboard      L     Freeboard       L       Freeboard 
      Feet      Inches     Feet       Inches       Feet      Inches       Feet       Inches 

        80            9.2       140         21.3        200         35.4        270            53.5 

        90           11.0       150         23.5        210         37.9        280            56.3 

      100          12.9       160         25.8        220         40.4        290            59.1 

      110          14.9       170         28.2        230         42.9        300            61.9 

      120          17.0       180         30.6        240         45.5        310            64.7 

      130          19.1       190         33.0        250         48.1        320            67.6 

                                                                  260         50.8        330            70.5 

                (a)   the freeboards at intermediate lengths shall be obtained by 
interpolation; 

                (b)   where c exceeds 0.62, the freeboards shall be multiplied by  
                         
                        the factor ; 

                (c)   where D exceeds        the freeboard shall be increased by  

                        (D –        ) x  (1 +        ) inches; 

                     

                (d)   where the actual depth to the surface of the freeboard deck 
amidships is greater or less than D, the difference between 
these two depths (in inches) shall be added to or deducted 
from the freeboard, as the case may be. 

      70.   The freeboard for a wood sailing ship shall be the minimum freeboard 
which would be assigned to the ship if she were of iron or steel, with the addition 
of such amount of freeboard as the Assigning Authority may determine, having 
regard to the classification, construction, age and condition of the ship. 

c + 0.62 

1.24

(L) 
12

(L) 
12

(L) 
250
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PART  V 

FREEBOARDS  FOR  STEAMERS  CARRYING  TIMBER  
DECK  CARGOES 

A—General 

      71.   Timber freeboards shall be assigned to a steamer if the steamer, being 

otherwise entitled to have freeboards assigned to her, complies with this Part 

to the extent thereby required in her case. 

B—Supplementary Conditions of Assignment 

      72.   The structure of the steamer shall be of sufficient strength for the 

deeper draught allowed and for the weight of the deck cargo. 

      73.   The steamer shall have a forecastle of at least standard height and at 

least 7 per cent of the length of the ship, and, in addition, a poop, or a raised 

quarterdeck with a strong steel hood or deck house fitted aft. 

      74.   Machinery casings on the freeboard deck shall be protected by a 

superstructure of at least standard height, unless the machinery casings are of 

sufficient strength and height to permit of the carriage of timber alongside. 

      75.   Double bottom tanks where fitted within the midship half length of 

the steamer shall have adequate longitudinal subdivision. 

      76.   The steamer shall be fitted either with permanent bulwarks at least       

3 feet 3 inches high, specially stiffened on the upper edge and supported by 

strong bulwark stays attached to the deck in the way of the beams and 

provided with necessary freeing ports, or with efficient rails at least 3 feet 3 

inches high and of specially strong construction. 

      77.   Steering arrangements shall be effectively protected from damage by 

cargo, and, as far as practicable, shall be accessible; efficient provision shall be 

made for steering in the event of a breakdown in the main steering arrangements. 

      78.   Eye plates for lashing shall be rivetted to the sheerstrake at intervals 

of not more than 10 feet, the distance from an end bulkhead of a superstructure 

to the first eye plate being not more than 6 feet 6 inches; additional eye plates 

may be fitted the stringer plate. 
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      79.   (1)   Where the Assigning Authority is satisfied that the steamer is 

suitable and that the conditions and arrangements are at least equal to the 

foregoing requirements for the carriage of timber deck cargo, the summer 

freeboards computed in accordance with this Schedule and the Tables in 

Part III may be modified to give special timber freeboards, by substituting the 

following percentages for those in paragraph 48: 

 Total Effective length of superstructures. (E). 

                      0      .1L     .2L    .3L   .4L   .5L     .6L     .7L     .8L    .9L 1.0 L 

                    Per     Per     Per    Per   Per   Per     Per     Per     Per    Per   Per 

                    cent   cent   cent   cent  cent   cent   cent   cent    cent   cent  cent 

All types … 20   30.73  41.3 52.25  63   69.25  75.5   81.5   87.5 93.75 100 

 

              (2)   The following freeboards shall be computed as follows: 

                (a)   the Winter Timber freeboard shall be obtained by adding to 

the Summer Timber freeboard one-third of an inch per foot 

of the moulded Summer Timber draught; 

                (b)   the Winter North Atlantic Timber freeboard shall be identical 

with the Winter North Atlantic freeboard prescribed in 

paragraph 60; 

                (c)   the Tropical Timber freeboard shall be obtained by deducting 

from the Summer Timber freeboard one-quarter of an inch 

per foot of the moulded Summer Timber draught. 

 

PART  VI 

FREEBOARDS  FOR  TANKERS 

A—General 

      80.   Tanker freeboards shall be assigned to a ship, being a tanker, if the 

ship complies with the Conditions of Assignment and also complies with this 

Part to the extent thereby required in her case. 
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B—Supplementary Conditions of Assignment 

      81.   The structure of the ship shall be of sufficient strength for the 
increase draught corresponding to the freeboard assigned. 

      82.   The ship shall have a forecastle of which the length is not less than 
7 per cent of the length of the ship and the height is not less than the 
standard height. 

      83.   (1)   The openings in machinery casings on the freeboard deck shall   
be fitted with steel doors. 

              (2)   The casings shall be protected by an enclosed poop or bridge                 
of at least standard height, or by a deckhouse of equal height and of             
equivalent strength. 

              (3)   The bulkheads at the ends of these structures shall be of the 
scantlings required for bridge front bulkheads. 

              (4)   All entrances to the structures from the freeboard deck shall be 
fitted with effective closing appliances and the sills shall be at least 18 inches 
above the deck. 

              (5)   Exposed machinery casings on the superstructure deck are to be 
of substantial construction, and all openings in them shall be fitted with steel 
closing appliances permanently attached to the casings and capable of being 
closed and secured from both sides; the sills of such openings shall be at least 
15 inches above the deck. 

              (6)   Fiddley openings shall be as high above the superstructure deck 
as is reasonable and practicable and shall have strong steel covers permanently 
attached in their proper positions. 

      84.   An efficiently constructed permanent gangway of sufficient strength 
for its exposed position shall be fitted fore and aft of the level of the 
superstructure deck between the poop and midship bridge, and when any of 
the crew are berthed forward, from the bridge to the forecastle, unless other 
equivalent means of access are provided to carry out the purpose of the 
gangway, such as passages below deck. 

      85.   (1)   Safe and satisfactory access from the gangway level to the 

quarters of the crew, the machinery space and all other parts used in the 

necessary work of the ship, shall be available at all times. 

              (2)   Subparagraph (1) does not apply to pump rooms if suitable 

means of access are provided from the freeboard deck, and the access 

openings are fitted with Class 1 closing appliances. 
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      86. All hatchways on the freeboard deck and on the deck of expansion 

trunks shall be closed watertight by efficient steel covers. 

      87.   Ventilators to spaces below the freeboard deck shall be of ample 

strength or shall be protected by superstructures or by equally efficient means. 

      88.   (1)   Ships with bulwarks shall have open rails fitted for at least half 

the length of the exposed portion of the weather deck or such other freeing 

arrangements as are in the opinion of the Assigning Authority effective for the 

purpose of freeing the decks of water. 

              (2)   The upper edge of the sheer strake shall be kept as low as 

practicable, and as a general rule shall not be higher than the upper edge of the 

gunwale bar. 

              (3) Where superstructures are connected by trunks, open rails shall 

be fitted for the whole length of the weather portions of the freeboard deck. 

C—Computation of Freeboard 

      89.   (1)   Where the Assigning Authority is satisfied that the foregoing 

requirements are fulfilled, it shall compute the freeboards in accordance with 

Part III of this Schedule, subject to paragraphs 90 and 91 and to the substitution 

of the Table set out in paragraph 93 for the Table set out in paragraph 62. 

              (2)   No addition shall be made under paragraph 62(a) in respect of a 

flush deck steamer. 

      90.   When the total effective length of superstructures is less than 1.0 L 

the deduction shall be the percentage of the deduction for a superstructure of 

length 1.0 L, obtained from the following Table: 

 Total Effective Length of superstructures 

                      0      .1L     .2L    .3L   .4L   .5L     .6L     .7L     .8L    .9L 1.0 L 

                    Per     Per     Per    Per   Per   Per     Per     Per     Per    Per   Per 

                    cent   cent   cent   cent  cent   cent   cent   cent    cent   cent  cent 

All types …   0        7       14     21     31      41     52      63     75.3   87.7  100 
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      91.   (1)   Where the sheer is greater than the standard, the correction for 
excess sheer as determined under paragraph 52 shall be deducted from the 
freeboard for all tankers. 

              (2)   Paragraph 54 shall not apply except that the maximum deduction 
for excess sheer shall be 11⁄2 inches at 100 feet length of ship and shall increase 
at the rate of 11⁄2 inches for each additional 100 feet in the length of the ship. 

      92.   The maximum Winter North Atlantic freeboard shall be the Winter 
freeboard plus an addition at the rate of 1 inch per 100 feet in length. 

      93.   (1)   The freeboard Table for Tankers shall be as follows: 

      L                     Freeboard                                 L                       Freeboard 
    Feet                      Inches                                 Feet                         Inches 

  190                          21.5                                 400                             62.5 
  200                          23.1                                 410                             64.9 
  210                          24.7                                 420                             67.4 
  220                          26.3                                 430                             69.9 
  230                          28.0                                 440                             72.5 
  240                          29.7                                 450                             75.1 
  250                          31.5                                 460                             77.7 
  260                          33.3                                 470                             80.2 
  270                          35.2                                 480                             82.7 
  280                          37.1                                 490                             85.1
  290                          39.1                                 500                             87.5 
  300                          41.1                                 510                             89.8 
  310                          43.1                                 520                             92.1 
  320                          45.1                                 530                             94.3 
  330                          47.1                                 540                             96.5 
  340                          49.2                                 550                             98.6 
  350                          51.3                                 560                           100.7 
  360                          53.5                                 570                           102.7 
  370                          55.7                                 580                           104.6 
  380                          57.9                                 590                           106.5 
  390                          60.2                                 600                           108.4 

              (2)   The freeboards for ships above 600 feet shall be determined by 

the Minister. 
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PART  VII 

FREEBOARDS  FOR  SHIPS  OF  SPECIAL  TYPE 

      94.   (1)   In the case of steamers of special type over 300 feet in length 

possessing constructional features similar to those of a tanker which, in the 

opinion of the Minister, afford extra invulnerability the sea, a reduction in the 

freeboard computed for steamers under Part III may be granted. 

              (2)   The amount of such reduction shall be determined by the Minister 

with reference to the freeboard assigned to tankers, having regard to the extent 

to which the steamer complies with the Conditions of Assignment and with the 

requirements of Part VI of this Schedule and the degree of subdivision provided 

in the ship, but the freeboard assigned to such ship shall in no case be less than 

the freeboard which would be assigned to her if she were a tanker. 

 

 

NINTH  SCHEDULE 

FORM  OF  DRAFT  AND  FREEBOARD  NOTICE   
TO  BE  POSTED  UP 

NOTICE 

Pursuant of section 303(2) of the Shipping Act, Chap. 50:10 

SHIP   ................................................................................................................ 

PORT  OF  REGISTRY .................................................................................... 

GROSS  TONNAGE* ...................................................................................... 

 

      (1)   Summer freeboard ............................................................ millimetres 

              corresponding to a mean draught † of ............................ millimetres 

              (equal to ........................... feet  ........................... inches). 

 

      (2)   Winter freeboard .............................................................. millimetres 

              corresponding to a mean draught † of ............................ millimetres 

              (equal to ........................... feet  ........................... inches). 
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      (3)   Tropical freeboard ............................................................ millimetres 
              corresponding to a mean draught† of .............................. millimetres 
              (equal to ........................... feet  ........................... inches). 
               
      (4)   Winter North Atlantic freeboard ...................................... millimetres 
              corresponding to a mean draught† of .............................. millimetres 
              (equal to ........................... feet  ........................... inches). 
               
      (5)   Allowance for fresh water for all freeboards other than timber 

freeboards ........................................................................ millimetres. 
 
      (6)   Timber summer freeboard .............................................. millimetres 
              corresponding to a mean draught† of .............................. millimetres 
              (equal to ........................... feet  ........................... inches). 
             
      (7)   Timber winter freeboard ................................................... millimetres 
              corresponding to a mean draught† of .............................. millimetres 
              (equal to ........................... feet  ........................... inches). 
 
      (8)   Timber tropical freeboard ................................................ millimetres 
              corresponding to a mean draught† of .............................. millimetres 
              (equal to ........................... feet  ........................... inches). 
             
      (9)   Timber Winter North Atlantic freeboard ........................ millimetres 
              corresponding to a mean draught† of  ............................ millimetres  
              (equal to ........................... feet  ........................... inches). 
 
    (10)   Allowance for fresh water for timber freeboards ................................. 

              ..................................... millimetres. 

    The particulars to be given above of freeboards and allowances for fresh 
water are to be taken from the load line certificate currently in force in respect 
of the ship. Paragraphs referring to freeboards which the certificate shows 
have not been assigned to the ship must be deleted. 
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 *In the case of a ship having alternative gross tonnages, both must be given. 

    †1. The mean draught to be given above is the mean of the draughts 

which would be shown on the scales of measurements on the stem 

and on the stern post of the ship if it were so loaded that the upper 

edge of the load line on each side of the ship appropriate to the 

particular freeboard were on the surface of the water. 

      2. Where the draught is shown on the scales of measurement on the stem 
and on the stern post of the ship in feet the mean draught must be 
given in both millimetres and feet and inches using an equivalent of 
25.4 millimetres to one inch.
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Mean Freeboard 

An OfficerMaster
Actual (see 
notes 1 and 2  

below)
MeanAftForward

PlaceDate

    1         2             3           4          5               6                     7                   8                   9

NOTES: 

        1.   The actual mean freeboard (Column 6) is the mean of the freeboards on each side of 
the ship at the time when the ship is loaded and ready to leave. 

        2.   If the actual mean freeboard is less than the appropriate minimum salt water 
freeboard as shown on the load line certificate there must be entered in Column 7 the 
corrected freeboard arrived at after making any allowances for density of water, rubbish to be 
discharged overboard and fuel, water and stores to be consumed on any stretch of river or 
inland water, being allowances duly entered in the ship’s official log-book. 

        3.   If the actual mean freeboard is greater than the appropriate salt water freeboard, 
Column 7 need not be filled in.

Corrected 
(see note 3 

 below)

Actual Draught
Signature of Master and 

an Officer

PARTICULARS  OF  LOADING



                                                Shipping                             Chap. 50:10               615

LAWS  OF  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO

                                          Shipping (Load Line) Regulations                                               [Subsidiary]

L.R.O. 

Date

(continued overleaf)

*Delete that which is not applicable. 
†State name and code number of Programme.

STABILITY 
 

INFORMATION

Examined by

Are Schedules 4, 1(d) and 5 Part 1, para 5(b) complied with

Is Schedule 4, Part 1 para. 2(2) complied with

Is Schedule 7 complied with

To be Completed at Headquarters 

The Stability, and Stability Information was approved and stamped on ............................ the 

Assigning Authority was informed on .......................................... 

                                                                  Signed ..................................... Date ........................

If test was dispensed with, state why

DateExamined byTEST  REPORT  AND  RESULT

Surveyor in 
Attendance

Place 
Date

Condition of Ship for TestInclining 
Test

Cross Curves

Capacities and centres of 
Gravity for all Spaces

Hydrostatic Data

Computer Prog.†Direct
DateExamined byMethod of Calculation

Mld. Dimensions 
Summer Draught,
Freeboard

Assigning AuthorityBuilderOwner

B—60 Less than 
Min. F’bd.

B—100BA B.TimberOfficial No.

Type of Freeboard Assigned*

Type File No.Date Keel  
Laid

Ship’s Name

(COMPLIANCE  WITH  THE  SHIPPING  (LOAD LINE)  REGULATIONS,  1992)

Regulation 13.

General Comments:

TENTH  SCHEDULE 

STABILITY  DECLARATION
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DensityTons 
(Incl. % Absorbtion)

L x B x H

TrunkForecastleBridgePoopForwardAft

Permanent BallastSheer

Deck Cargo

Length of Superstructures, etc. 
*Indicates Erection Allowed in Stability Curves

Completed by ........................................................

Type Date

Projected Area V.C.G.

Projected Area

Angle of Heel due to Wind Pressure

Angle of Heel due to Turning

Angle of Heel due to Passenger/Cargo Movement

Alterations Affecting StabilityAngle of Heel due to flooding

Ballast

Load

Lightship

M.T.I.C.T.P.C.CBL.C.F.L.C.B.F.S.KBKGTrimDraugthtDisplacement GM corr     Condition

Gross
Net

DeadweightTonnage Dimensions

ClassTypeBuilder CrewPassengers

File No.Name Owner 

INFORMATION  FOR  STABILITY  RECORDS
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23/1993. 
 
 
 
 
 
Citation. 
 
 
 
 
Interpretation. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Ships to be 
exempted.

SHIPPING  (LOAD  LINES)  (EXEMPTION)  ORDER 

made under section 286(2) 

        1.  This Order may be cited as the Shipping (Load Lines) 
(Exemption) Order. 

        2.  In this Order— 

“Act” means the Shipping Act; 

“pilot boat” means a boat regularly employed by the Pilots 
Association of Trinidad and Tobago for the purposes                
of conveying pilots to and from ships during pilotage 
operations; 

“sailing ship” means a ship designed to carry sail, whether as the 
sole means of propulsion or as a supplementary means. 

            3.  (1)  Ships under 24 metres in length engaged solely in          
the coasting trade, being ships of the following classes, shall be 
exempt from the provisions of Part XII of the Act while not       
carrying cargo— 
                    (a)  tugs and salvage ships; 
                    (b)  ships engaged in the surveying of ports and 

harbours or the approach thereto; 
                    (c)  hopper barges and dredgers; 
                    (d)  pilot boats; 
                    (e)  Trinidad and Tobago Government ships 

operated for non-commercial purposes; 
                    (f)  sailing ships; 
                    (g)  ships in respect of which passenger ship 

certificates are in force specifying limits beyond 
which the ship must not ply, and which operate 
solely within those limits; 

                    (h)  ships carrying not more than twelve passengers 
on voyages during the course of which they are 
at no time more than fifteen miles from the point 
of departure or more than three miles from land. 
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                  (2)  Ships under subsection (1)(g) shall also be exempt 
from the Provision of Part XII of the Act while carrying cargo in 
accordance with the terms, if any, of the ship’s passenger ship 
certificate expressly authorising the carriage of cargo.
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 SHIPPING  (LOAD  LINES)  (DECK  CARGO) 
REGULATIONS 

ARRANGEMENT  OF  REGULATIONS 

REGULATION 

        1.   Citation. 

PART  I 

GENERAL 

        2.   Interpretation. 

PART  II 

GENERAL  REQUIREMENTS  APPLIANCE 

        3.   Application. 

        4.   Sitting, distribution and stowage of deck cargo. 

        5.   Securing of deck cargo. 

        6.   Access. 

PART  III 

ADDITIONAL  REQUIREMENTS  APPLICABLE  TO  
TIMBER  DECK  CARGO 

        7.   Application. 

        8.   Circumstances in which regulations 8 to 12 apply. 

        9.   Maximum height of timber deck cargo. 

      10.   Access. 

      11.   Stowing and securing of timber deck cargo. 

      12.   Uprights. 

      13.   Circumstances in which regulations 13 to 15 apply. 

      14.   Stowage of timber deck cargo in relation to superstructures. 

      15.   Securing of timber deck cargo. 

SCHEDULE.
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24/1993. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Citation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Interpretation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sub. Leg. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Application. 
 
 
 
 
Sitting, 
distribution and 
stowage of deck 
cargo.

 SHIPPING  (LOAD  LINES)  (DECK  CARGO) 
REGULATIONS 

made under section 294 

        1.  These Regulations may be cited as the Shipping (Load 
Lines) (Deck Cargo) Regulations. 

PART  I 

GENERAL 

        2.  In these Regulations— 

“deck cargo” means cargo carried in any uncovered space on the 
deck of a ship; 

“load line”, “Timber load line”, “superstructure”, “standard 
height” in relation to a superstructure, “watertight” and 
“weathertight” have the meanings respectively assigned to 
them by the Shipping (Load Line) Regulations; 

“timber deck cargo” means deck cargo consisting of timber; 

“weather deck” means the uppermost complete deck exposed to 
weather and sea, a deck which is stepped being taken to 
consist for this purpose of the lowest line of the deck and the 
continuation of that line parallel to the upperpart of the deck. 

PART  II 

GENERAL  REQUIREMENTS  APPLICABLE  TO  ALL                 
DECK  CARGO 

        3.  The requirements set out in this Part shall, except as 
otherwise provided in Part III, apply in respect of all deck cargo. 

        4.  Deck cargo shall be so distributed and stowed— 

                    (a) as to avoid excessive loading having regard to 
the strength of the deck and integral supporting 
structure of the ship; 
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                    (b)  as to ensure that the ship will retain adequate 
stability at all stages of the voyage having 
regard in particular to— 

                              (i)   the vertical distribution of the deck cargo; 
                            (ii)   wind moments which may normally be 

expected on the voyage; 
                            (iii)   losses of weight in the ship, including in 

particular those due to the consumption of 
fuel and stores; and 

                            (iv)   possible increases of weight of the ship or 
deck cargo, including in particular those 
due to the absorption of water and to icing; 

                              (c)  as not to impair the weathertight or watertight 
integrity of any part of the ship or its fittings or 
appliances, and as to ensure the proper 
protection of ventilators and air pipes; 

                    (d)  as to ensure that its height above the deck or              
any other part of the ship on which it stands will 
not interfere with the navigation or working of 
the ship; 

                    (e)  as to ensure that it will not interfere with or 
obstruct access to the ship’s steering 
arrangements, including emergency steering 
arrangements; 

                    (f)  as to ensure that it will not interfere with or 
obstruct safe and efficient access by the crew to 
or between their quarters and any machinery 
space or other part of the ship used in the working 
of the ship, and will not in particular obstruct any 
opening giving access to those positions or 
impede its being readily secured weathertight. 

      5. Deck cargo shall be so secured as to ensure, as far as 
practicable, that there will be no movement of that cargo relative 
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to the ship in the worst sea and weather conditions which may 
normally be expected on the voyage, and lashings and all             
fittings used for their attachment shall be of adequate strength            
for that purpose. 

        6.  (1)  Except where access for the crew between their 
quarters and the machinery spaces and other parts of the ship 
used in the working of the ship is provided by means of a passage 
suitable for the purpose situated on or under the deck carrying the 
deck cargo, such access shall be provided by means of a walkway 
which complies with the requirements of subregulation (2). 

            (2)  The walkway shall be not less than one metre in 
width, and shall be fitted over the deck cargo and effectively 
secured so as to provide safe and efficient access for the crew 
between the positions mentioned in subregulation (1) and shall be 
fitted on each side with a set of efficient guard rails or guard wires 
not less than one metre in height and consisting of not less than 
three courses of rails or wires supported by stanchions securely 
fitted to the walkway at intervals not exceeding 1.5 metres and no 
opening in the guard rails or guard wires below the lowest course 
shall exceed two hundred and thirty millimetres in height and no 
opening above that course shall exceed three hundred and eighty 
millimetres in height. 

PART  III 

ADDITIONAL  REQUIREMENTS  APPLICABLE  TO  
TIMBER  DECK  CARGO 

            7.  The requirements set out in regulations 8 to 15 shall apply 
in respect of timber deck cargo in the circumstances specified in 
the Regulations; and the requirements set out in Part II shall also 
apply in respect of such cargo except insofar as compliance 
therewith would be inconsistent with compliance with the 
requirements of regulations 8 to 15. 
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        8.  The requirements of regulations 8 to 12 apply in respect 
of timber deck cargo carried by a ship which— 

                    (a)  is not marked with timber load lines; or 

                    (b)  is so marked, but is loaded to a depth less than 
that indicated by the load line which, if timber 
load lines were not marked, would be 
appropriate in the circumstances. 

            9.  Timber deck cargo carried by a ship within any area 
specified in column 1 of the Schedule as a Winter Seasonal Area 
in relation to that ship, during the period specified in relation to 
that area in column 2 of the Schedule as the Winter period for the 
ship, shall be so stowed that at no point throughout its length does 
that height of the timber deck cargo above the level of the weather 
deck at side exceed one-third of the extreme breadth of the ship. 

      10.  Where timber deck cargo occupies the whole or 
substantially the whole of the uncovered space on the deck of a 
ship, means of access for the crew between their quarters and the 
machinery spaces and other parts of the ship used in the working 
of the ship shall be provided in the form of a walkway fitted over 
the timber deck cargo and complying with the requirements 
applicable to a walkway under regulation 6(2) and such walkway 
shall be provided notwithstanding that a passage on or under the 
deck as described in regulation 6(1) is also provided. 

      11.  Timber deck cargo shall be compactly stowed and 
secured throughout its length by a system of overall lashings of 
adequate strength so as to ensure, as far as practicable, that there 
will be no movement of that cargo relative to the ship in the worst 
sea and weather conditions which may normally be expected on 
the voyage. Efficient arrangements for the release of lashings and 
fittings shall be provided and be so situated as to be readily 
accessible at all times. 
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      12.  Where the nature of the timber is such that uprights are 
necessary in order to comply with regulation 11, uprights shall be 
fitted which are of sufficient strength for the purpose. They shall 
be secured in position by angles or metal sockets of sufficient 
strength for the purpose or by equivalent means and shall be so 
spaced as to provide efficient support taking into account the 
nature and length of the timber, so however that the space between 
any two uprights fore and aft shall not exceed three metres. 

      13.  The requirements of regulations 13 to 15 apply in respect 
of timber deck cargo carried by a ship which is marked with 
timber load lines and is loaded to a depth greater than that 
indicated by the load line which, if timber load lines were not 
marked, would be appropriate in the circumstances; and the 
requirements of regulations 8 to 12 shall also apply in such a case 
except insofar as compliance therewith would be inconsistent 
with compliance with the requirements of regulations 13 to 15. 

      14.  (1) Timber deck cargo stowed in any well between 
superstructures shall be stowed as solidly as possible so as to 
extend over the entire available length of the well to a height not 
less than the standard height of a superstructure other than a 
raised quarterdeck. 

            (2)  Timber deck cargo stowed in a position having a 
limiting superstructure at the forward end but no such 
superstructure at the after end shall be stowed so as to extend 
over the entire available length between the superstructure and 
the after end of the aftermost hatchway, to the height and in the 
manner specified in subregulation (1). 

        15.  (1)  Timber deck cargo shall be efficiently secured 
throughout its length by independent overall lashings spaced not 
more than three metres apart save as otherwise provided in 
subregulation (3). 
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            (2)  Eye plates for the lashings referred to in       
subregulation (1), shall be efficiently attached to the sheer strake              
or to the deck stringer plate at intervals of not more than three metres. 

            (3)  The distance from an end bulkhead of a superstructure 
to the first eye plate shall be not more than two metres. 

            (4)  Where there is no bulkhead, eye plates and lashings 
shall be provided at distances of 0.6 metres and 1.5 metres from 
the ends of the timber deck cargo. 

            (5)  Lashings shall be of not less than nineteen 
millimetres close link chain or of flexible wire rope of equivaient 
strength, fitted with sliphooks and turnbuckles so positioned as to 
be accessible at all times. 

            (6)  Wire rope lashings shall have a length of long link 
chain sufficient to permit the length of lashings to be regulated. 

            (7)  When timber is in lengths less than 3.6 metres the 
spacing of the lashings shall be reduced or suitable provision         
made to suit the length of timber.



SCHEDULE

Shipping (Load Lines) (Deck Cargo) Regulations [Subsidiary]

628               Chap. 50:10                             Shipping

LAWS  OF  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO

COLUMN  2 

WINTER  PERIOD 
 

16th October to 15th April 

 

 

 

 

1st November to 31st March 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For ships over 100 metres in length: 
16th December to 15th February. For 
ships of 100 metres or less in length: 
1st November to 31st March 
 
 
 
 
16th October to 15th April

COLUMN  1 

WINTER  SEASONAL  ZONES  OR  AREAS 
FOR  ALL  SHIPS 

North Atlantic Winter Seasonal Zone I

        1. The area lying within the meridian of longitude 50° 
00' West from the coast of Greenland to latitude 45° 00' 
North, thence the parallel of latitude 45° 00' North to 
longitude 15° 00' West, thence the meridian of longitude 
15° 00' West to latitude 60° 00' North, thence the parallel of 
latitude 60° 00' North to the Greenwich Meridian, thence 
this meridian northwards. 

North Atlantic Winter Seasonal Zone II 

        2. The area lying within the meridian of longitude 68° 
30' West from the coast of the United States to latitude 40° 
00' North, thence the rhumb line to the point latitude 36° 
00' North longitude 73° 00' West, thence the parallel of 
latitude 36° 00' North to longitude 25° 00' West, and thence 
the rhumb line to Cape Torinana. 

        Excluded from this Zone area the areas numbered 1         
and 3 and the Baltic Sea bounded by the parallel of latitude 
of the Skaw in the Skagerrak. 

        The Shetland Islands are to be considered as being on 
the boundary line between the area numbered 1 and this area. 

North Atlantic Winter Seasonal Area 

        3. The area lying within the meridian of longitude 68° 
30' West from the coast of the United States to latitude 40º 
00' North, thence the rhumb line to the southernmost 
intersection of the meridian of longitude 61° 00' West with 
the coast of Canada and thence the East coasts of Canada 
and the United States. 

North Pacific Winter Seasonal Zone 

        4. The area having as its southern boundary the parallel 
of latitude 50° 00' North from the East coast of the U.S.S.R. 
to the West coast of Sakhalin, thence the West coast of 
Sakhalin to the southern extremity of Cape Kril’on, thence 
the rhumb line to Wakkanai, Hokkaido, Japan, thence the 

(Regulation 9).
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16th April to 15th October 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1st November to 31st March 

 
 

1st December to 28/29th February

East and South coasts of Hokkaido to longitude 145° 00' 
East, thence the meridian of longitude 145° 00' East to 
latitude 35° 00' North, thence the parallel of latitude 35° 00' 
North to longitude 150° 00' West and thence the rhumb line 
to the southern extremity of Dall Island, Alaska. 

Southern Winter Seasonal Zone 

        5. The area having as its northern boundary the rhumb 
line from the East coast of the American continent at Cape 
Tres Puntas to the point latitude 34° 00' South, longitude 50° 
00' West, thence the parallel of latitude 34° 00' South to 
longitude 17° 00' East, thence the rhumb line to the point 
latitude 35° 10' South, longitude 20° 00' East, thence the 
rhumb line to the point latitude 34° 00' South, longitude           
28° 00' East, thence the rhumb line to the point latitude             
35° 00' South, longitude 118° 00' East, and thence the rhumb 
line to Cape Grim on the North-West coast of Tasmania, 
thence along the North and East coasts of Tasmania to the 
southernmost point of Bruny island, thence the rhumb line to 
Black Rock Point on Stewart Island, thence the rhumb line to 
the point latitude 47° 00' South, longitude 170° 00' East, 
thence the rhumb line to the point latitude 33° 00' South, 
longitude 170° 00' West and thence the parallel of latitude 
33° 00' South, longitude 79° 00' West, thence the rhumb line 
to the point 41° 00' South, longitude 75° 00' West, thence the 
rhumb line to Punta Corona lighthouse on Chiloe Island, 
latitude 41° 47' South, longitude 73° 53' West, thence along 
the North, East and South coasts of Chiloe Island to the point 
latitude 43° 20' South, longitude 74° 20' West to the parallel 
of latitude 45° 45' South, including the inner zone of Chiloe 
channels from the meridian 74° 20' West to the East. 

 

Valparaiso is to be considered as being on the boundary line 
of this area. 

ADDITIONAL  WINTER  SEASONAL  AREAS  FOR 
SHIPS  OF  100  METRES  OR  LESS  IN  LENGTH 

Baltic Sea 

        6. The Baltic Sea bounded by the parallel of latitude of 
the Skaw in the Skagerrak. 

Area of Black Sea 

        7. The area of the Black Sea lying North of latitude   
44° 00' North. 
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16th December to 15th March 

 

 

 

 

 

lst December to 28/29th February 

 

 
 

1st November to 31st March

Area of Mediterranean 

        8. The area of the Mediterranean bounded on the North 
and West by the coasts of France and Spain and the meridian 
of longitude 3° 00' East from the coast of Spain to latitude 40° 
00' North on the South by the parallel of latitude 40° 00' 
North from longitude 3° 00' East to the West coast of 
Sardinia; on the East by the West and North coasts of Sardinia 
from latitude 40° 00' North to longitude 9° 00', thence by the 
meridian of longitude 9° 00' East to the South coast of Corsica, 
thence by the West and North coasts of Corsica to longitude 
9° 00' East and thence by the rhumb line to Cape Sicie. 

Area of Sea of Japan 

        9. The area of the sea of Japan lying between the 
parallel of latitude 50° 00' North and the rhumb line from 
the East coast of Korea at latitude 38° 00' North to the West 
coast of Hokkaido, Japan, at latitude 43° 12' North. 

Special Winter Seasonal Area in North Atlantic 

        10. The area bounded on the North and West by the 
East coast of the United States; on the East by the meridian 
of longitude 68° 30' West from the coast of the United 
States to latitude 40° 00' North and thence by the rhumb 
line to the point latitude 36° 00' North, longitude 73° 00' 
West, on the South by the parallel of latitude 36° 00' North. 

Ports on boundary lines 

For the purposes of the application of the provisions of this 
Schedule to— 

          11.     (1)   a ship at a port which stands on, or is 
required under the foregoing provisions of this 
Schedule to be considered as being on, the 
boundary line between two zones or areas 
specified therein or between a zone and an area so 
specified, the port shall be deemed to be within the 
zone or area into which the ship is about to proceed 
or from which she has arrived, as the case may be. 

                (2)   a ship at a port which stands on, or is 
required as aforesaid to be considered as being 
on, the boundary line of a zone or area not being 
a port falling within subparagraph (1) the port 
shall be deemed to be within that zone or area 
only if the ship is proceeding to or has arrived 
from that zone or area, as the case may be.
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SHIPPING  (CERTIFICATION  OF  SEAMEN) 
(DECK  RATINGS)  REGULATIONS 

ARRANGEMENT  OF  REGULATIONS 

REGULATION 

        1.   Citation and Repeal. 

        2.   Definitions. 

        3.   Classification of deck ratings and classes of certificates. 

        4.   Certificates equivalent. 

        5.   Seaman Class 4. 

        6.   Seaman Class 3. 

        7.   Seaman Class 2. 

        8.   Seaman Class 1 (AB). 

        9.   Examinations and appointments of examiners. 

      10.   Application for examination and issue of Certificate of Competency. 

      11.   Qualifying sea service. 

      12.   Reduction of qualifying sea service. 

      13.   Navigational Watch Rating endorsement. 

      14.   Application for Certificates of Competency or Classification. 

      15.   Record of certificates. 

      16.   Loss of certificates. 

      17.   Fees. 

FIRST  SCHEDULE. 
SECOND  SCHEDULE. 
THIRD  SCHEDULE. 
FOURTH  SCHEDULE. 
FIFTH  SCHEDULE. 
SIXTH  SCHEDULE. 
SEVENTH  SCHEDULE. 
EIGHTH  SCHEDULE.
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Citation and 
Repeal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Definitions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eighth 
Schedule. 
 
 
Sub. Leg.

SHIPPING (CERTIFICATION  OF  SEAMEN) 
(DECK  RATINGS)  REGULATIONS 

made under section 87 

        1.  (1)  These Regulations may be cited as the Shipping 
(Certification of Seamen) (Deck Ratings) Regulations. 

            (2)  The Merchant Shipping (Certificates of Competency 
as an A.B.) (Trinidad and Tobago) Regulations, 1960, are              
hereby repealed. 

        2.  In these Regulations— 
“major ship” means a ship having in the case of a sailing ship a 

gross tonnage of forty tons or more and in the case of any 
other ship a gross tonnage of one hundred tons or more; 

“minor ship” means a ship, not being a ship having a gross 
tonnage of less than fifteen tons, having in the case of a 
sailing ship a gross tonnage of less than forty tons and in the 
case of any other ship a gross tonnage of less than one 
hundred tons; 

“mixed service” means service partly in a deck rating and partly 
in a general purpose rating; 

“responsible authority” means in relation to a school or course 
the person in charge of that school or course as the case      
may be; 

“satisfactorily” means to the satisfaction of the responsible 
authority; 

“service in a deck rating” means service in a deck rating in a ship 
other than a ship having a general purpose or integrated crew; 

“service in a general purpose rating” means service in a general 
purpose rating in a ship having a general purpose or 
integrated crew; 

“Steering Certificate” means a Steering Certificate in the form or 
substantially in the form set out in the Eighth Schedule; 

“valid medical fitness certificate” means a certificate issued in 
accordance with the Shipping (Medical Examinations) 
Regulations. 
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        3. (1) The Director may— 
                    (a)  on receipt of the prescribed fees; and 
                    (b)  on being satisfied that the requirements of           

these Regulations are met,  
issue to an applicant a Certificate of Competency or a Certificate 
of Classification as appropriate. 

            (2)  Certificates of Competency shall be issued in the 
following classes and may be subject to any limitation as to area 
of operation and description of ship endorsed thereon: 

                                        Seaman Class 1 (AB) 
                                        Seaman Class 2 

            (3)  Certificates of Classification shall be issued in the 
following classes: 

                                        Seaman Class 3  
                                        Seaman Class 4 

            (4)  Certificates other than Seaman Class 4 may be 
endorsed with the Navigational Watch Rating Endorsement in 
accordance with regulation 13. 

            (5)  Certificates of Competency and Classification shall be 
in the form set out in the First and Second Schedules respectively. 

        4.  A certificate of Competency as an A.B. granted under the 
Merchant Shipping (Certificates of Competency as A.B.) 
(Trinidad and Tobago) Regulations, 1960, shall be treated as 
equivalent to a Certificate of Competency Seaman Class 1 issued 
under these Regulations. 

        5.  A deck rating may be classified as a Seaman Class 4 
where— 
                    (a)  he has attained the age of sixteen years; 
                    (b)  he has successfully completed an approved             

pre-sea training course; and 
                    (c)  he is medically fit. 
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            6.  (1)  A deck rating may be classified as a Seaman                
Class 3 where— 
                    (a)  he has attained the age of sixteen years; 
                    (b)  he is certified as being able to steer; 
                    (c)  he is medically fit; and 
                    (d)  he either— 
                              (i)   has successfully completed an approved 

pre-sea training course and can prove four 
months satisfactory sea service in a deck 
capacity; or 

                            (ii)   can prove six months satisfactory 
qualifying sea service in a deck capacity 
before the coming into force of these 
Regulations. 

        7.  (1)  Except as provided in subregulation (2), a Certificate 
of Competency as a Seaman Class 2 shall not be issued to any 
person unless— 
                    (a)  he has attained the age of eighteen years; 
                    (b)  he has qualifying sea service of— 
                              (i)   twelve months in a deck capacity; or 
                            (ii)   eighteen months in a general purpose 

capacity; or 
                            (iii)   between twelve and eighteen months 

mixed service such that the component 
periods of service in a deck capacity and 
in a general purpose capacity respectively, 
expressed as percentages of the periods 
described in relation thereto in paragraphs 
(i) and (ii), total one hundred per cent; 

                    (c)  he has passed the examination in the subjects 
specified in the syllabus set out in the Third 
Schedule; 

                    (d)  he has a Steering Certificate showing that apart 
from periods of instruction he has taken turns at 
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the wheel in steering major ships for periods 
totalling not less then ten hours; and 

                    (e)  he is medically fit. 

            (2)  A Certificate of Competency as a Seaman Class 2       
may be issued to a person where— 
                    (a)  he can prove at least twenty-four months 

satisfactory qualifying sea service in a deck 
capacity before the coming into force of these 
Regulations and is the holder of the certificate 
specified in subregulation (1)(d); and 

                    (b)  he is medically fit. 

            8.  (1)  Except as provided in subregulation (2), a Certificate 
of Competency as a Seaman Class 1 shall not be granted to any 
person unless— 
                    (a)  he has attained the age of eighteen years; 
                    (b)  he has qualifying sea service of— 
                              (i)   twelve months in a deck capacity; or 
                            (ii)   eighteen months in a general purpose 

capacity; or 
                            (iii)   between twelve and eighteen months 

mixed service such that the component 
periods of service in a deck capacity and 
in a general purpose capacity respectively, 
expressed as percentages of the periods 
described in relation thereto in paragraphs 
(i) and (ii), total one hundred per cent; 

                    (c)  he has performed two years qualifying sea 
service in a deck or general purpose capacity in 
addition to the qualifying sea service required 
under subregulation 1(b); 

                              (d)  he has passed an examination in the subjects 
specified in the syllabus set out in the                    
Third Schedule; 

                    (e)  he is the holder of a Certificate of Proficiency in 
survival craft or a Certificate of Efficiency as 
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lifeboatman issued or recognised in accordance 
with the Shipping (Certificates of Proficiency in 
Survival Craft) Regulations, 1988; 

                    (f)  he has a Steering Certificate showing that apart 
from periods of instruction, he has taken turns at 
the wheel in steering major ships for periods 
totalling not less than ten hours; and 

                    (g)  he is medically fit. 

            (2)  A Certificate of Competency as a Seaman Class 1 
(AB) may be issued to a person where— 
                    (a)  he can prove at least three years qualifying sea 

service in a deck capacity; and 
                    (b)  he was on or before the coming into force of 

these Regulations serving in the capacity of AB 
or in an equivalent or superior deck capacity, for 
a period of not less than two years, in a ship for 
which an agreement with the crew is required 
under the  Act; and 

                    (c)  he is medically fit. 

            9.  (1)  Examinations for the certification of Seaman         
Classes 1 and 2 as required under regulations 7 and 8 shall be 
conducted by Examiners appointed for this purpose by the Minister. 

            (2)  The syllabus for the examination is as specified in 
the Third Schedule. 

      10.  (1) Unless otherwise exempted by the Director, an 
applicant for examination shall be a national of Trinidad and  
Tobago or a national of a Caricom State. 

            (2)  Application for examination shall be made to the 
Maritime Services Division on the form prescribed in the             
Fourth Schedule and shall be accompanied by— 
                    (a)  the appropriate fee prescribed in the          

Seventh Schedule; 
                    (b)  proof of satisfactory attendance at an approved 

basic sea survival course; 
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                    (c)  proof of nationality and date and place of birth 
satisfactory to the Director; 

                    (d)  a valid medical fitness certificate; 
                    (e)  a Steering Certificate showing that apart from 

periods of instruction he has taken turns at the 
wheel in steering major ships for periods 
totalling not less than ten hours; 

                              (f)  satisfactory proof of the sea service required in 
regulation 7(1)(b) as evidenced by Certificates 
of Discharge and such other certificates signed 
by the masters of ships in which the applicant 
has served as may be necessary to establish to 
the satisfaction of the Director that the applicant 
has performed the necessary qualifying service; 

                    (g)  where remission of sea service is being claimed 
under regulation 12, certificates given by the 
responsible authority stating that the appropriate 
course has been satisfactorily completed and          
the dates of commencement and completion of 
the course. 

                  (3)  Every application for examination duly completed 
shall be lodged with the Director who shall, if satisfied that the 
applicant is eligible to take the examination, notify the applicant 
in due course of the arrangements made for his examination, or, 
if not so satisfied, inform the applicant in writing that his 
application is refused and the reasons for the refusal. 

            (4)  On completion of every examination the examiner 
shall inform the applicant of the result thereof and shall record 
the result on his application and return the form to the Director 
for the issue of an appropriate Certificate of Competency, where 
the applicant has successfully completed the examination. 

      11.  (1) Qualifying sea service shall be service performed in 
ships which proceed to sea and are actively engaged in 
commercial trading but shall not include service in— 
                              (a)  fishing vessels; 
                    (b)  ships trading primarily in the Gulf of Paria. 



Shipping (Certification of Seamen) (Deck Ratings) Regulations[Subsidiary]

638               Chap. 50:10                             Shipping

LAWS  OF  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO

            (2)  Every period of qualifying sea service shall include 
a proportion of sea-going service in a major ship amounting to 
not less than twenty-five per cent of the qualifying sea service. 

            (3)  In calculating the length of the periods of qualifying 
sea service for the purpose of regulations 6, 7, 8 and 9— 
                    (a)  a period of service in a minor ship shall count as 

one-half of the period actually so served; 
                    (b)  service in a ship having a gross tonnage of less 

than fifteen tons shall be disregarded; 
                    (c)  every day by which a period of actual service in 

a ship exceeds the number of months comprised 
in that period, and every day of such service 
comprised in a period of actual service of less 
than one month, shall be treated as one-thirtieth 
of a month of actual service; 

                              (d)  the length of every period of actual service in a 
ship shall be calculated separately from the date 
of its commencement to the date of its 
termination. 

            (4)  Qualifying sea service shall be performed within a 
period of ten years immediately preceding the date upon which 
the examination is taken or a certificate applied for, subject to the 
discretion of the Director. 

            (5)  Every period of qualifying sea service being claimed 
must be supported by certificates of discharge and such other 
certificates signed by the masters of ships in which the applicant 
has served as may be necessary to establish to the satisfaction of 
the Director that the applicant has performed the necessary 
qualifying sea service. 

            (6)  Where a candidate can show to the satisfaction of the 
Director that it is not possible to produce the certificates referred 
to in subregulation (5) then the Director may accept such other 
documentary evidence of sea service as he deems fit. 



Shipping (Certification of Seamen) (Deck Ratings) Regulations [Subsidiary]

                                                Shipping                             Chap. 50:10               639

LAWS  OF  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO

L.R.O. 

Reduction of 
qualifying sea 
service.

            (7)  Notwithstanding subregulations (1)(b) and (2), 
where the sea service is performed in major ships trading 
primarily in the Gulf of Paria or in minor ships trading in the 
waters of Trinidad and Tobago, the Director in his discretion may 
accept such service as qualifying sea service for the issue of a 
certificate endorsed for service in a major or minor ship and as to 
the area of operation as appropriate. 

      12.  (1)  Subject to the provisions of subregulation (3) a person 
producing a certificate given by the responsible authority showing 
that he has satisfactorily completed a course of training at an 
approved nautical training school shall be entitled to a reduction— 
                    (a)  in the case of a pre-sea training course, in the 

period of qualifying sea service required under 
regulations 7(1)(b) and 8(1)(b) of up to two weeks; 

                    (b)  in the case of an Able Seaman training course, in 
the period of qualifying sea service required 
under regulation 8(1)(c) of one month for each 
period of four weeks attendance and training on 
that course, up to a maximum of three months, 
less any reduction made pursuant to 
subregulation (l)(a). 

            (2)  A person who has served at sea in an engine room 
capacity and has satisfactorily completed an approved conversion 
course providing training in the duties of a deck capacity for 
persons who have served in an engine room capacity shall, on 
producing satisfactory evidence of such service and a certificate 
given by the responsible authority that he has satisfactorily 
completed the conversion course, be entitled to a reduction in the 
period of qualifying service required under regulation 8(1)(c) of— 
                    (a)  one week for every complete week’s attendance 

and training on the conversion course for a 
maximum of four weeks; and 

                    (b)  fifty per cent of the total length of his sea          
service in an engine room capacity for a 
maximum of six months. 



Shipping (Certification of Seamen) (Deck Ratings) Regulations[Subsidiary]

640               Chap. 50:10                             Shipping

LAWS  OF  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO

Navigational 
Watch Rating 
endorsement. 
 
  
Fifth 
Schedule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Application for 
Certificates of 
competency or 
Classification. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sixth 
Schedule.

            (3) No person shall be entitled by virtue of the provisions 
of subregulation (1) to reductions of qualifying service exceeding 
a total of six months. 

      13.  (1) On the issue of a Certificate of Competency or 
Classification in a deck rating, or subsequently, the Director may, 
if satisfied that the person to whom it is issued meets the 
qualifications specified in the Fifth Schedule, cause the 
certificate to be endorsed “Navigational Watch Rating”. 

            (2)  The endorsement in subregulation (1) may be 
subject to a limitation where the seaman is not qualified in the use 
of gyro compass or automatic pilot equipment. 

            (3)  A person who complies with the requirements of 
paragraph 2(1)(b) or (c) of the Fifth Schedule shall, on 
application for an endorsement, produce the records of 
navigational watch rating experience, in the form set out in the 
Appendix to the Fifth Schedule, as may be necessary to establish 
to the satisfaction of the Director that the applicant has met the 
necessary requirements. 

      14.  (1)  A person who— 
                    (a)  has successfully completed the examination 

specified in the Third Schedule and 
subsequently qualifies for the issue of a Seaman 
Class 1 Certificate of Competency; or 

                    (b)  qualifies for the issue of a Certificate of 
Competency in accordance with regulation 7(2) 
or 8(2), 

may apply to the Maritime Services Division for the issue of an 
appropriate Certificate of Competency in the form prescribed in 
the Sixth Schedule. 

            (2)  Any person who qualifies for the issue of a 
Certificate of Classification under regulation 5 or 6 may apply to 
the Maritime Services Division on the form prescribed in the 
Sixth Schedule  for the issue of the appropriate certificate. 
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Record of 
certificates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Loss of 
certificates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Fees.

            (3)  Every application duly completed shall be lodged 
with the Director who shall, if satisfied that the applicant is 
entitled to the grant of a Certificate of Competency or 
Classification, cause such a certificate to be issued to the 
applicant, or, if not so satisfied, inform the applicant in writing 
that his application is refused and the reasons for the refusal. 

      15.  A record of all Certificates of Competency or 
Classification as a deck rating issued under these Regulations and 
of the suspension, cancellation or alteration of, and any other 
matters affecting any such certificate shall be kept, in such 
manner as the Minister may require, by the Director or by such 
other person as the Minister may direct. 

        16.  (1)  Where a person entitled to a Certificate of 
Competency or Classification as a deck rating proves to the 
satisfaction of the Director that he has, without fault on his part, 
lost or been deprived of a certificate already issued to him, the 
Director shall, and where he is not so satisfied may, on receipt of 
any fee payable, cause a copy of the certificate to which the said 
person appears to be entitled to be issued to him. 

            (2)  Any copy referred to in subsection (1) shall, before 
it is issued, be certified by the Director or, by such person as the 
Minister may have directed to keep the record referred to in 
regulation 15. 

        17.  The fees specified in the Seventh Schedule shall be       
payable in respect of the matters specified in relation thereto in 
that Schedule.
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FIRST  SCHEDULE 

REPUBLIC  OF  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 

FORM  OF  CERTIFICATE  OF  COMPETENCY  AS                    
A  DECK  RATING 

The Shipping Act, Chap. 50:10 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
       
      Granted under the provisions of the Shipping (Certification of Seamen) (Deck 

Ratings) Regulations, 1993 made under section 87 of the Shipping Act, 1987. 

 

 

 
               

This is to certify that the above-named has been found duly qualified in accordance with 
the above-mentioned regulations to hold this Certificate of Competency as a Deck Rating. 

                *Seaman Class 1 (AB) 
                *Seaman Class 2 
 

ENDORSEMENT (if any) 

      Dated this ...................................... day of ....................................... 20...... 
 

..........................................................  .................................................... 
  Director of Maritime Services                                                 Official Stamp 

 

Signature of Seaman ................................................................ 
 
 
*Delete whichever is inapplicable.

Discharge 
Book No.

Date of 
Birth

Place of BirthName in Full

No.

PHOTOGRAPH

Regulation 3(5).
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SECOND  SCHEDULE 

REPUBLIC  OF  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 

FORM  OF  CERTIFICATE  OF  CLASSIFICATION  AS                 
A  DECK  RATING 

The Shipping Act, Chap. 50:10 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
       
      Granted under the provisions of the Shipping (Certification of Seamen) (Deck 

Ratings) Regulations, 1993 made under section 87 of the Shipping Act, 1987. 

 

 

 
               

This is to certify that the above-named has been found duly qualified in accordance with 
the above-mentioned regulations to hold this Certificate of Classification as a Deck Rating. 

                *Seaman Class 3 
                *Seaman Class 4 
 

ENDORSEMENT (if any) 

      Dated this ...................................... day of ........................................ 20...... 
 

..........................................................  .................................................... 
  Director of Maritime Services                                                 Official Stamp 

 

Signature of Seaman ................................................................ 
 
 
*Delete whichever is inapplicable.

Discharge 
Book No.

Date of 
Birth

Place of BirthName in Full

No.

PHOTOGRAPH

Regulation 3(5).
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Regulation 9(2). THIRD  SCHEDULE 

SYLLABUS  FOR  THE  EXAMINATION  FOR                             
A  CERTIFICATE  OF  COMPETENCY                                           

AS  SEAMAN  DECK RATING 

Section A—Shipboard Safety (General) 

          1.   Use of life-saving appliances. 

          2.   Pyrotechnic distress signals. 

          3.   Shipboard emergency signals and duties. 

          4.   Use of internal communications and alarm systems. 

          5.   Basic first aid. 

          6.   Use of fire fighting appliances. 

Section B—Personal Safety and Survival 

          7.   Safe working practices. 

          8.   Cleanliness and hygiene. 

          9.   Basic sea survival. 

Section C—Nautical Knowledge 

      10.   The meaning of common ship-board and nautical terms. 

        11.   The names and functions of various parts of the ship, for example, deck, 

compartments, bulkheads, ballast tanks, bilges, strum boxes, sounding pipes, air              

pipes, etc. 

        12.   Knowledge of the compass card in points and degrees, ability to steer and to 

understand helm orders, use of magnetic and gyro compasses. 

        13.   Ability to keep a proper lookout by sight and hearing and to report the 

approximate bearing of a sound signal, light, or other object, in degrees or points. 
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        14.   Ability to understand orders and make himself understood in matters relevant 
to the seaman’s duties. 

      15.   Autopilot and the change-over from automatic to hand steering and vice versa. 

        16.   Basic awareness of the types of log in common use on board ship. 

        17.   Sounding machines and other bridge equipment. 

        18.   Marking of the anchor cable. 

Section D—Pollution Prevention 

      19.   Basic knowledge of duties and responsibilities regarding the prevention of   
the pollution of the seas and harbours. 

Section E—Practical Work 

      Tested as far as possible by practical demonstration. 

        20.   Knots, hitches and bends in common use example, reef knot, timber hitch, 
clove hitch, rolling hitch, figure of eight, wall and crown, bowline and bowline on the 
blight, sheet bend—double and single, sheepshank, round turn and two half hitches, 
marlinespike hitch. 

        To whip a rope’s end using plain or palm and needle whipping, to put a seizing on 
rope and wire, to put a stopper on a rope or wire hawser and derrick lift. 

        21. Splicing plaited and multi-strand manila and synthetic fibre rope, eye splice, 
short splice and back splice, splicing wire rope, eye splicing using a locking tuck, care 
in use of rope and wire. 

        22. Slinging a stage, rigging a bosun’s chair and pilot ladder. 

        Rigging and safe use of pilot hoists. 

        Rigging a derrick, driving a winch, general precautions to be taken before and 
during the operation of a winch whether used for working cargo or for warping. 

        23.   Using deck cranes. 

        24.   The use and operation of a windlass in anchor work and in warping, safe 

handling of moorings with particular reference to synthetic fibre ropes and self 

tensioning winches, precautions to be taken in the stowage of chain cable and securing 

the anchors for sea. 
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        25.   A knowledge of the gear used in cargo work and an understanding of its uses, 

general maintenance with particular reference to wires, blocks and shackles, securing        

of cargo. 

        26.   The safe handling of hatch covers including mechanical hatch covers,        

battening down and securing hatches and tank lids. 

Section F—Lifeboats and Liferafts 

      27.   Where no Certificate of Proficiency in survival craft is held, a candidate will 

be required to satisfy the examiner that— 

                  (a)   he understands the general principles of boat management and can 

carry out orders relating to lifeboat launching and operation and the 

handling of a boat under sail; 

                  (b)   he is familiar with a lifeboat and its equipment and the starting and 

running of the engines of a power boat; 

                  (c)   he is familiar with the various methods of launching liferafts, the 

precautions to be taken before and during launching, methods of 

boarding and survival procedure.



Shipping (Certification of Seamen) (Deck Ratings) Regulations [Subsidiary]

                                                Shipping                             Chap. 50:10               647

LAWS  OF  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO

L.R.O. 

PHOTOGRAPH

Regulation 
10(2).

FOURTH  SCHEDULE 

REPUBLIC  OF  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 

FORM  OF  APPLICATION  FOR  EXAMINATION  FOR              
A  CERTIFICATE  OF  COMPETENCY                                           

AS  A  DECK  RATING 

(Application should be made to the Maritime Services Division at least        
three weeks before the examination date) 

 
 

SECTION  A—PARTICULARS  OF  APPLICANT 
 

Name in Full: Surname .......................................... Other Names ...................................  

Address ............................................................................................................................ 

.......................................................................................................................................... 

..........................................................................................................................................                 
              Discharge Book No.                         Date of Birth                 Place of Birth 

Rank/Rating ................................................................ 

Nationality ................................................................... 

              Other Marine Qualifications Held 
                                  (if any) 

 
...................................................................................... 

...................................................................................... 

...................................................................................... 

...................................................................................... 

...................................................................................... 
 
 

SECTION  B—PREVIOUS  CERTIFICATES 

Have you attempted this examination before? 

Yes / No/  If yes, give date ................................................. 
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Notes to applicant 

        1.   If “Yes” complete only sections A, B and E in full and— 

                  (a)   complete section C regarding medical fitness certificate and, where 

applicable, Certificate of Proficiency in Survival Craft; 

                  (b)   show in section D only the sea service completed since your 
previous attempt. 

          2.   If “No” then sections A, B, C, D and E must be completed. 

          3.   In all cases the appropriate fee must be paid and a valid medical fitness 
certificate produced. 

SECTION  C—SUPPORTING  DOCUMENTS 
 
        The following documents are submitted with this application: 

 
 
 
                                                                                              (Official use only) 
                                                                                            Examiner’s Remarks 

1.     Certificate of attendance at a basic sea 
survival course 

2.     Birth Certificate or other proof of age        

3.     Passport or other proof of Nationality        

4.     Medical Fitness Certificate                         

5.     Certificate of attendance at an approved 
maritime safety training course  
(applicable only where remission of sea 
service is being claimed) 

6.     Discharge Book, Certificates of Discharge 
or other documentary evidence of sea 
service 

7.     Steering Certificate                                     

8.     Two passport size photographs                  

9.     Certificate of Proficiency in Survival 
        Craft 
 

/ /  

 

/ /  

/ /  

/ /  

/ /  

 
 
 
/ /  

 

/ /  

/ /  

/ / 
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Official Stamp 

Official Stamp 

SECTION  E—DECLARATION  OF  APPLICANT 
 
(Any person making a false declaration is guilty of an offence and is liable to a fine and 
                                       imprisonment under the Shipping Act, Chap. 50:10). 
 
DECLARATION:                           I hereby declare that the information given in this 

application is to the best of my knowledge true             
and complete. 

                                                         
                                                        Signature of Applicant ............................................. 
                                                         
                                                        Date ..........................................................................  
 

THE  FOLLOWING  SECTIONS  ARE  FOR                    
OFFICIAL  USE  ONLY 

SECTION  F—FEES 

        I hereby certify that the examination fee of $ .......................... has been received. 

                                                                      Signature .................................................... 

                                                                     Title ........................................................... 
                                                                                              (Cashier, etc.) 

                                                                     Date ........................................................... 
 

 

Maritime Services Division 
 
 

SECTION  G—SUMMARY  AND  EVALUATION  OF  SEA  SERVICE 
 
        The sea service, based on the statement of service given in section D, with 
supporting documents, is as follows: 
                    Total qualifying sea service in major ships [Reg. 11(2)] ........................... 

                    Total qualifying sea service in minor ships [Reg. 11(3)(a)] ...................... 

                    Reduction of sea service (Reg. 12) ............................................................ 

                    Other service (e.g., Gulf of Paria service) ................................................. 
 
REMARKS: 
 

                                                                    Signed ........................................ Examiner 

                                                                    Name .......................................................... 

                                                                    Date ............................................................ 
 
 

Maritime Services Division 
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Official Stamp 

Official Stamp 

SECTION  H—RESULT  OF  EXAMINATION 

          I have today examined  ....................................................... for the Certificate of 
                                                          (Name of Candidate) 

 
Competency as a Deck Rating, with the following result: PASS/FAIL 
 
          The Certificate, when issued, should bear the following endorsement: 
  
ENDORSEMENT: 
 

                                                                    Signature of Examiner ............................... 
 
                                                                    Name of Examiner ..................................... 

 
                                                                    Date ............................................................ 

  
Maritime Services Division 
 
 

SECTION  I—AUTHORITY  TO  ISSUE  CERTIFICATE 
 

(To be completed by the Examiner, detached and given to successful candidate) 
 
          This is to certify that ................................................ passed the examination for 
                                                    (Name of Candidate) 

the Certificate of Competency as a Deck Rating held on ............................................... 
and may be issued with the Certificate as a Seaman Class 1 (A.B.)*/Seaman Class 2. 
 
 *Delete whichever is inapplicable. 
 
The Certificate when issued, should bear the following endorsement. 
 
ENDORSEMENT: 

                                                                    Signature of Examiner ............................... 
 
                                                                    Name of Examiner ..................................... 

 
                                                                    Date ............................................................ 

 
 
Maritime Services Division 

Note to Candidate: 
          To obtain your Certificate of Competency as a Deck Rating, this authority, 
together with proof of identity and the appropriate fee for the issue of the Certificate, 
should be produced to the office of the Maritime Services Division. 

Signed ..................................... (Candidate) 

                                                                    Date ............................................................ 
Maritime Services Division 
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General. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Requirements.

FIFTH  SCHEDULE 

NAVIGATIONAL  WATCH  RATINGS 

        1.   (1)   Ratings who meet the qualifications specified in this Schedule 
may form part of a navigational watch on seagoing ships of 200 GT or more 
other than fishing vessels or pleasure craft. 

              (2)   Other ratings may participate in navigational watchkeeping duties 
as part of their training under the supervision of a qualified officer or rating. 

        2.   (1)   To qualify for a Navigational Watch Rating endorsement a rating 
must— 

                (a)   be the holder of a valid Certificate of Competency of           
Class 1, 2 or Certificate of Classification Class 3; and 

                (b)   have experience or training which includes— 
                            (i)   not less than six months seagoing experience 

associated, in particular, with navigational 
watchkeeping duties, service exclusively in the Gulf 
of Paria being counted at half rate; 

                          (ii)   basic principles of fire fighting, first aid, personal 
survival techniques, health hazards and personal 
safety—obtained at an approved training establishment; 

                          (iii)   the ability to understand and carry out orders, and to 
make himself understood by the officer of the watch 
in matters relevant to his duties; 

                          (iv)   subject to paragraph 4, the ability to steer and comply 
with helm orders, and knowledge of magnetic and 
gyro compasses sufficient for the performance of 
these duties; 

                          (v) the ability to keep a proper look-out by sight and 
hearing and to report the approximate bearing of a 
light or other object or of a sound signal, in degrees 
and points; 

                          (vi)   subject to paragraph 4, familiarity with the change-over 
from automatic pilot to hand steering and vice versa; 

                        (vii)   knowledge of the internal communications and alarm 
systems; 

                        (viii)   knowledge of pyrotechnic distress signals; 
                          (ix)   knowledge of his emergency duties; 
                          (x)   knowledge of nautical terms and their meanings 

appropriate to his duties; 
                          (xi)   basic knowledge of duties and responsibilities regarding 

the prevention of pollution of the seas and harbours; or 
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Limitations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Recommended 
training.

                (c)   have served in the deck department in a navigational 
watchkeeping capacity for at least one year within the five 
years preceding the coming into operation of these Regulations. 

              (2)   The experience and knowledge required in paragraph (b)(iii) to 
(xi) may be acquired through the performance of duties associated with 
navigational watchkeeping, subject to their having been carried out under the 
direct supervision of the master, officer in charge of the navigational watch, or 
a qualified navigational watchkeeping rating. 

        3.   A record of experience as a navigational watch rating, in the form set 
out in the Appendix, may be issued to a rating where— 

                (a)   the master of a ship in which a rating has served is satisfied 
that the rating meets any part of the requirements of 
paragraph 2(1)(b) and the record shall be signed by the 
master and by the rating; or 

                (b)   it is established that the rating meets the requirements of 
paragraph 2(1)(c) and the record shall be signed by the rating 
and by the employer or master issuing the record. 

          4.   A rating who has been unable to gain experience of gyro                
compasses  or automatic pilots, but who otherwise satisfies the requirements 
of paragraph 2(1)(b), may qualify for a Navigational Watch Rating 
Endorsement where it is limited as follows: 
                                  “Not qualified in the use of gyro compass/automatic pilot”,                        

as appropriate. 
                                When such a rating gains this experience a new certificate without 

the limiting endorsement may be issued and the original destroyed. In the 
meantime the rating concerned may only form part of a navigational 
watch requiring knowledge of the equipment in which his experience or 
training is deficient under the direct supervision of the master, officer in 
charge of the watch, or a qualified navigational watchkeeping rating. 

          5.   It is also recommended, in accordance with the terms of Resolution 8 
adopted by the 1978 International Conference on Training and Certification of 
Seafarers, that ratings forming part of a navigational watch be trained in— 

                (a)   the use and operation of bridge equipment appropriate to 
their duties; and 

                (b)   the basic requirements for prevention of pollution of the 
marine environment. 

        This training is not a requirement for the issue of a Navigational Watch 
Rating Endorsement. 
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RECORD  OF  NAVIGATIONAL  WATCH                           
RATING  EXPERIENCE 

 

Name of Rating ................................................................................................. 
                                                              (Block Capitals) 

Discharge Book No. ..................................... 
 
Signature of Rating ............................................................................................ 
 
This is to certify that the above-named rating— 

                (a)   has served in the deck department in a watchkeeping 
capacity for at least one year within the five years 
immediately prior to the coming into force of these 
Regulations; or 

                (b)   has been engaged with navigational watchkeeping duties for 
a period of ............................................. days/months, and— 

                            (i)   is able to understand and carry out orders, and to make 
himself understood by the officer of the watch in 
matters relevant to his duties; 

                          (ii)   is able to steer and comply with helm orders, and has 
sufficient knowledge of the magnetic compass for the 
performance of watchkeeping; 

                          (iii)   has sufficient knowledge of the gyro compass for the 
performance of watchkeeping; 

                          (iv)   is familiar with the change over from automatic pilot 
to hand steering and vice versa; 

                          (v)   is able to keep a proper lookout by sight and hearing 
and to report the approximate bearing of a light or 
other object of a sound signal in degrees and points; 

                          (vi)   has knowledge of the internal communications and 
alarm systems; 

                        (vii)   has knowledge of pyrotechnic distress signals; 

                        (viii)   has knowledge of his emergency duties; 

                          (ix)   has knowledge of nautical terms and meanings 
appropriate to his duties; and 

                          (x)   has basic knowledge of duties and responsibilities 
regarding the prevention of pollution of the seas               
and harbours. 
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PHOTOGRAPH

Regulation 14.

Signed ................................................................................................................ 
 
Name (Block capitals) ....................................................................................... 
                                                                Employer / Master* 
 
Date .......................................................................... Ship or Company Stamp. 
 
 *Delete whichever is inapplicable. 
 
 

SIXTH  SCHEDULE 

FORM  OF  APPLICATION  FOR  A  CERTIFICATE  OF 
COMPETENCY  OR  CLASSIFICATION  AS                                   

A DECK  RATING 
 

(Application should be made to the Maritime Services Division) 
 
 

SECTION  A—PARTICULARS  OF  APPLICANT 
 
Name in Full: Surname .......................................   Other Names ...................................  
 
Address ............................................................................................................................ 
 
.......................................................................................................................................... 
 
.......................................................................................................................................... 
                     Discharge Book No.             Date of Birth             Place of Birth 
 
Rank/Rating ........................................................ 
 
Nationality .......................................................... 
 
              Other Marine Qualifications Held 
                                    (if any) 
 
............................................................................. 
 
............................................................................. 
 
............................................................................. 
 
.............................................................................
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SECTION  B—PREVIOUS  CERTIFICATES 
 

Have you previously been issued with a Seaman Class 2 Certificate? 
Yes //            No //          If yes, give date of issue ........................................... 
 
Notes to applicant 

        1.   If “Yes”— 

                (a)   complete only sections A, B and E in full; 

                (b)   complete section C regarding medical fitness certificate and 
Certificate of Proficiency in Survival Craft; and 

                (c)   show in section D only the sea service completed since being 
issued with a Certificate Seaman Class 2. 

        2.   If “No” then sections A, B, C, D and E must be completed. 

        3.   In all cases the appropriate fee must be paid and a valid medical 
fitness certificate produced. 
 
 

SECTION  C—SUPPORTING  DOCUMENTS 
 

The following documents are submitted with this application: 

 
                                                                                 (Official use only) 
                                                                                              Remarks 

 
1.     Certificate of attendance at a basic sea survival course 

2.     Birth Certificate or other proof of age                      

3.     Passport or other proof of nationality                        

4.     Medical Fitness Certificate                                        

5.     Certificate of attendance at an approved maritime 
safety training course (applicable only where 
remission of sea service is being claimed) 

6.     Discharge Book, Certificates of Discharge or other 
documentary evidence of sea service 

7.     Steering Certificate                                                    

8.     Two passport size photographs                                  

9.     Certificate of Proficiency in Survival Craft

/ /  

/ /  

/ /  

/ /  

/ /  

 

/ /  
 

/ /  

/ /  

/ / 
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Official Stamp 

SECTION  E—DECLARATION  OF  APPLICANT 
 

(Any person making a false declaration is guilty of an offence and is liable to a 
                                fine and imprisonment under the Shipping Act, Chap. 50:10). 

 
DECLARATION:              I hereby declare that the information given in this 

application is to the best of my knowledge true and 
                                          complete. 
                                           
                                          Signature of Applicant ............................................  

                                          Date ......................................................................... 
 
 

THE  FOLLOWING  SECTIONS  ARE  FOR                    
OFFICIAL  USE  ONLY 

SECTION  F—SUMMARY  AND  EVALUATION  OF  SEA  SERVICE 
             
        The sea service, based on the statement of service given in section D, 

with supporting documents, is as follows: 

        Total qualifying sea service in major ships [Reg. 11(2)] .................... 

        Total qualifying sea service in minor ships [Reg. 11(3)(a)] ............... 

        Remission of sea service (Reg. 12) ..................................................... 

        Other service (e.g., Gulf of Paria service) 
 
 
REMARKS: 

                                                               

                                                              Signed .................................................. 

                                                              Name ................................................... 

                                                              Date ..................................................... 
 
 
Maritime Services Division 
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Regulation 17.SEVENTH  SCHEDULE 

FEES 
 

                                        Service                                                            Fees 
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                    $ 

          1.   For the examination for a Certificate of Competency as a Seaman …   60.00 

          2.   For the issue of— 

                (a)   a Certificate of Competency             …           …           …   40.00 

                  (b)   a Certificate of Classification             …           …           …   40.00 

                  (c)   a Navigational Watch Rating endorsement       …           …   30.00 

          3.   The replacement of a certificate which has been lost or of an  

unendorsed certificate by one which is endorsed             …            …            …   40.00

Official Stamp 

SECTION  G—AUTHORITY  TO  ISSUE  CERTIFICATE 
 

This is to certify that ......................................................... may be issued with 
                                                (Name of Applicant) 

*a Certificate of Classification as a Seaman Class 4 

*a Certificate of Classification as a Seaman Class 3 

*a Certificate of Competency as a Seaman Class 1 

 
 *Delete whichever is inapplicable. 
 
        The Certificate when issued, should bear the following endorsement: 

 
ENDORSEMENT: 
 
                                                            Signature of Examiner ........................... 
 
                                                            Name of Examiner ................................. 
 
                                                            Date ........................................................ 
 
Maritime Services Division
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Regulation 2. EIGHTH  SCHEDULE 

THE  REPUBLIC  OF  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 

FORM  OF  STEERING  CERTIFICATE 

THE  SHIPPING (CERTIFICATION  OF  SEAMEN)              
(DECK  RATINGS)  REGULATIONS,  1993 

Surname .........................................................     Other Names ......................................  
Discharge Book No. ......................................     Rating ................................................ 
........................................................................      Signature of Seaman .........................  
This is to certify that the above-named seaman served as .............................................. 
from ...............................................................       to ........................................................ 

                          *being a ship 
in the ...........................................                              , not being a fishing boat, having 
                                                       being a sailing ship 

                            *of 100  
a gross tonnage                  tons or more and during that time took turns at the wheel in 
                              of 40 

steering the ship apart from periods of instruction, for periods amounting in the 
aggregate to ......................................... hours 
                                  (in words) 

 

 
Date ..................................................... Master ..............................................................  
 
N.B.—Regulations 7(1)(d) and 8(1)(f) of these Regulations provide that an applicant 

for a Certificate of Competency as Deck Rating Class 1 or Class 2 must, apart 
from periods of instruction, have taken turns at the wheel in steering a ship, not 
being a fishing boat, having a gross tonnage of one hundred gross tons or more, 
in the case of a sailing ship a gross tonnage of forty tons or more, for periods 
totalling not less than ten hours. 

 
            Regulation 10(2)(e) provides that the above requirement must be complied            

with before a seaman can take the qualifying examination prescribed by             
regulations 7(1)(c) or 8(1)(d) and the First Schedule. This is the examination for 
which  successful candidates receive a Class 2 or Class 1 Certificate. 

 
 *Delete line which is inapplicable.
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SHIPPING  (PROVISIONS  AND  WATER)  
REGULATIONS 

ARRANGEMENT  OF  REGULATIONS 

REGULATION 

        1.   Citation. 

        2.   Interpretation. 

        3.   Application. 

        4.   Duty to provide adequate provisions and water. 

        5.   Duty to inspect provisions and water. 

        6.   Offences and penalties. 

        7.   Offences caused by act or default. 

        8.   Inspection and detention of a Trinidad and Tobago ship. 

        9.   Inspection, detention and other measures in respect of foreign ships. 

      10.   Compensation and enforcement of detention.
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144/1993. 
 
 
 
 
  
Citation. 
 
 
 
 
Interpretation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Application.

SHIPPING  (PROVISIONS  AND  WATER) 
REGULATIONS 

made under section 142 

        1.  These Regulations may be cited as the Shipping 
(Provisions and Water) Regulations. 

        2.  In these Regulations— 
“fishing vessel” means a vessel used or intended to be used for 
        catching fish for gain; 
“length” in relation to a ship means the greater of the following 

distances: 
                    (a)  the distance between the foreside of the stem 

and the axis of the rudder stock; or 
                    (b)  a distance measured from the foreside of the 

stem, being ninety-six per cent of the distance 
between that point and the aft side of the stern, 

        the said points and measurements being taken respectively 
at and along a waterline at eighty-five per cent of the least 
moulded depth of the ship, the waterline, being taken to be 
parallel to the designed waterline in the case of a ship having 
a rake of keel; 

“offshore installation” means any installation which is 
maintained, or intended to be established, for underwater 
exploitation or exploration; 

“owner” includes a demise or bareboat charterer and a managing 
owner; 

“submersible craft” means any description of manned mobile 
submersible craft which is designed to maintain some or all 
of its occupants at or near atmospheric pressure. 

        3.  (1)  Subject to subregulation (2)— 
                    (a)  these Regulations, other than regulation 9, apply 

to seagoing Trinidad and Tobago ships; and 
                    (b)  regulations 1, 2, 3, 9 and 10 apply to non-Trinidad 

and Tobago seagoing ships, except fishing 
vessels, when in a port in Trinidad and Tobago. 
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Duty to inspect 
provisions and 
water. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offences and 
penalties.

            (2)  These Regulations do not apply to— 
                    (a)  ships under twenty-four metres in length; 
                    (b)  pleasure craft; 
                    (c)  submersible craft; 
                    (d)  offshore installations whilst on or within five 

hundred metres of their working stations. 

            (3)  The Minister may grant exemptions from all or any 
of these Regulations as specified in the exemption for classes of 
cases or individual cases on such terms, if any, as specified. 

            (4)  The Minister may, on giving reasonable notice, alter 
or cancel any exemption granted under subregulation (3). 

        4.  The owner and master of every ship shall ensure that 
provisions and water are provided on their ship which— 
                    (a)  are suitable in respect of quantity, nutritive 

value, quality and variety having regard to the 
size of the crew and the character and nature of 
the voyage; 

                    (b)  do not contain anything which is likely to cause 
sickness or injury to health or which renders any 
provision or water unpalatable; and 

                    (c)  are otherwise fit for human consumption. 

        5.  The master or a person authorised by him, together with 
a member of the crew employed in catering on the ship, shall 
inspect the provisions and water, at least once a week, for the 
purpose of checking whether the provisions and water comply 
with regulation 4(a) to (c) and the results of such inspections 
shall be recorded in the Official Log Book of the ship. 

        6.  (1)  An owner who contravenes regulation 4 is guilty of 
an offence and liable to a fine of one thousand dollars. 

            (2)  A master who contravenes regulation 4 or 5 is guilty 
of an offence and liable to a fine of one thousand dollars. 
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Offences caused 
by act or 
default. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Inspection and 
detention of a 
Trinidad and 
Tobago ship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Inspection, 
detention and 
other measures 
in respect of 
foreign ships.

            (3)  It shall be a defence for a person charged in respect 
of a contravention of any of these Regulations, including a 
person charged under regulation 7, to show that he took all 
reasonable precautions and exercised all due diligence to avoid 
the commission of the offence. 

        7.  Subject to regulation 6(3), where an offence under any of 
these Regulations is committed, or would have been committed 
by a person due to the act or default of another person, that other 
person is guilty of an offence and may be charged with and 
convicted of the offence, whether or not proceedings are taken 
against the first-mentioned person. 

        8.  A person duly authorised by the Minister may inspect 
any ship to which these Regulations apply and where he is 
satisfied that there has been a failure to comply with these 
Regulations the ship may be detained until the health and safety 
of all employees and other persons aboard ship are secured, but 
the ship shall not in the exercise of these powers be detained or 
delayed unreasonably. 

        9.  (1)  A person duly authorised by the Minister may 
inspect any ship which is not a Trinidad and Tobago ship when 
the ship is in a Trinidad and Tobago port, and where he is 
satisfied that the ship does not conform to the standards required 
of Trinidad and Tobago ships by these Regulations, he may— 
                    (a)  send a report to the government of the country 

in which the ship is registered, and a copy 
thereof to the Director General of the 
International Labour Office; and 

                    (b)  where conditions on board are clearly hazardous 
to safety or health— 

                              (i)   take such measures as are necessary to 
rectify those conditions; or 

                            (ii)   detain the ship, 
                          save that the measures specified in paragraphs (a) 

and (b) may be taken only when the ship has 
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called at a Trinidad and Tobago port in the 
normal course of business or for operational 
reasons. 

            (2)  Where the person duly authorised takes either of the 
measures specified in subregulation (1)(b), he shall forthwith 
notify the nearest maritime, consular or diplomatic representative 
of the State whose flag the ship is entitled to fly. 

            (3)  The person duly authorised shall not, in exercise of 
his powers under this Regulation, detain or delay the ship 
unreasonably. 

      10.  Sections 317(2) and 387(2) to (4) of the Act, shall have 
effect in relation to a ship detained under these Regulations 
subject to the following modifications: 
                    (a)  in section 317(2) by deleting the words— 
                              (i)   “, by reason of the condition of the ship or 

the act or default of the owner,”; 
                            (ii)   “and survey”; 

                            (iii)   “or survey”; 
                            (iv)   “of an unseaworthy ship” and substituting 

the words “a ship”; and 
                    (b)  in section 387(2) to (4) by deleting the words 

“this Act” wherever they occur and substituting 
the words “the Shipping (Provisions and Water) 
Regulations, 1993”.
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SHIPPING  (PASSENGER  FERRY)   
REGULATIONS 

ARRANGEMENT  OF  REGULATIONS 

REGULATION 

        1.   Citation. 

PART  1 

GENERAL 

        2.   Application. 

        3.   Interpretation. 

PART  2 

CERTIFICATION 

        4.   Safety Certificate and insurance to be in force. 

PART  3 

DUTIES  OF  OPERATOR  AND  CAPTAIN 

        5.   Operating permits. 

        6.   Duties of operator. 

        7.   Duties of master. 

        8.   Operational records. 

        9.   Medical equipment. 

      10.   Documents to be carried. 

PART  4 

SUPPLEMENTARY  PROVISIONS 

      11.   Right of access to terminals. 

      12.   Safety of passengers and property. 

      13.   Duty to obey master. 

      14.   Power to prevent operating. 

      15.   Revocation, etc., of certificates, etc. 

      16.   Obstruction of persons. 

      17.   Enforcement of directions. 

      18.   Exemption. 

      19.   Penalties.
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238/1994. 
 
 
 
 
 
Citation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Application. 
 
 
 
 
  
Interpretation.

SHIPPING  (PASSENGER  FERRY)  REGULATIONS 

made under sections 356 and 406 

        1.  These Regulations may be cited as the Shipping 
(Passenger Ferry) Regulations. 

PART  I 

GENERAL 

        2.  These Regulations apply to vessels which are used for 
the carriage of passengers for reward on scheduled routes 
between ports in Trinidad and Tobago. 

        3.  In these Regulations— 
“Act” means the Shipping Act; 
“authorised person” means— 
                    (a)  the Director of Maritime Services; 
                    (b)  a surveyor appointed as such under the Shipping 

Act; 
                    (c)  any person authorised in writing by the Minister 

either generally or in relation to a particular case 
or class of cases; 

“the Director” has the same meaning assigned to that word in 
section 2 of the Act; 

“Maritime Services Division” means the Division of Maritime 
Services established under section 403 of the Act; 

“master” has the same meaning assigned to that word in        
section 2 of the Act; 

“Minister” means the Minister to whom responsibility for 
shipping is assigned; 

“operator” in relation to a passenger ferry means the person for 
the time being having the management of the passenger 
ferry; 

“passenger” has the same meaning as in section 2 of the Act; 

“passenger ferry” means a passenger vessel employed on 
scheduled voyages between ports in Trinidad and Tobago;  
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in force. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Operating 
permits.

“passenger ship” has the same meaning as in section 2 of the Act; 

“terminal” means an area which is designed, equipped, set apart 
or commonly used for affording facilities for the arrival or 
departure of passengers on a passenger ferry.  

PART  2 

CERTIFICATION 

        4.  A passenger ferry shall not be used unless there is in 
force respect thereof— 
                    (a)  a Passenger Ship Safety Certificate recognised 

under section 243 of the Act; 
                    (b)  a Load Line Certificate; and 
                    (c)  a certificate providing evidence of financial 

responsibility against the risks of damage to 
third parties. 

PART  3 

DUTIES  OF  OPERATOR  AND  CAPTAIN 

        5.  (1)  A passenger ferry shall not be used for reward or in 
connection with a trade or business, otherwise than under and in 
accordance with a permit (hereinafter referred to as an “operating 
permit”) granted to the operator of the passenger ferry under 
subregulation (2) and operating permits shall be granted with a 
view of securing the safe operation of the ferry. 

            (2)  The Minister may grant or renew to any person 
applying therefor an operating permit for the operation of a 
passenger ferry of the types and in relation to the areas of operation 
specified in the operating permit for the purposes so specified. 

            (3)  The operating permit may be granted subject to such 
conditions as the Minister thinks fit to impose with a view to 
securing the safe operation of passenger ferries and shall remain 
in force for such time as may be specified in the operating permit 
or until suspended or revoked by the Minister and may be 
renewed from time to time by the Minister for such further period 
as he thinks fit. 
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Duties of 
operator.

            (4)  The Minister may vary an operating permit on 
application by the holder. 

            (5)  The conditions to which the operating permit may be 
subject may include, without prejudice to the generality of the 
foregoing subregulation, conditions in respect of the following 
matters: 
                    (a)  crew complement and qualifications; 
                    (b)  type of ferry;  
                    (c)  area of operation; 
                    (d)  restrictions with regard to working hours and 

rest periods of crew; 
                    (e)  safety arrangements at terminal areas; 
                    (f)  the weather conditions in which the ferry may 

operate; 
                    (g)  day or night operation; 
                    (h)  life-saving equipment and procedures; 
                    (i)  other equipment and procedures necessary for 

safety of operation; 
                    (j)  radio and radar; 
                    (k)  the keeping of records; and 
                    (l)  medical equipment to be carried.  

        6.  (1)  The operator of a passenger ferry shall not permit the 
vessels to be used without first— 
                    (a)  ensuring that a minimum number of the crew 

corresponding to the complement necessary for 
the journey are adequately trained for their 
duties for that voyage; and 

                    (b)  ensuring that the safety equipment required to 
be carried is in working order.  

            (2)  Without prejudice to his other duties under these 
Regulations an operator shall at all times take all reasonable 
precautions at terminal areas so as to ensure the safety of persons 
and property in the ferry and at the terminal. 
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            (3)  An operator shall not permit any vessel to be used 
where he has reason to believe or suspect it is in an unsafe condition.  

        7.  The master, before the departure of the vessel— 
                    (a)  shall take reasonable steps to ensure— 
                              (i)   that the craft is properly loaded and any 

cargo adequately secured in the craft; and 
                            (ii)   that the craft is in a fit state and that safety 

equipment required to be carried is in a fit 
condition and ready to be used; and 

                    (b)  shall satisfy himself that the journey can safely 
be made, taking into account the latest 
information available to him as to the weather. 

        8.  (1)  The master of every passenger ferry shall ensure that 
records are kept of the following matters relating to any voyage 
of the ferry: 
                    (a)  weather conditions, such as wind, sea condition 

and visibility experienced; 
                    (b)  any accidents or unusual occurrences on the 

journey; and 
                    (c)  a summary of all communications relating to 

distress, urgency and safety traffic. 

            (2)  The operator of every passenger ferry shall keep 
records of— 
                   (a)  crew  emergency and distress drills, including 

the names of persons present; and 
                    (b)  the names of all crew aboard the ferry on any 

journey. 

            (3)  The master or operator, as the case may be, shall 
within a reasonable time after being requested to do so by an 
authorised person, cause to be produced to that person the 
records referred to in subregulations (1) and (2) respectively. 

            (4)  The records referred to in subregulations (1) and (2) 
shall be preserved by the operator for at least twelve months after 
any journey or drill to which they refer. 
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            (5)  The records referred to in subregulation (1) shall be 
delivered to the operator of the passenger ferry to which the 
records relate by the master at the time he ceases to be the master, 
or when the operator requires their delivery. 

            (6)  A person required to preserve any record by reason 
of his being the operator of a passenger ferry shall, where he 
ceases to be the operator of the ferry continue to preserve the 
record as if he had not ceased to be the operator, and in the event 
of his death the duty to preserve the record shall fall upon his 
personal representative.  

        9.  A passenger ferry shall carry, when in use, first-aid 
equipment of good quality, sufficient in quantity having regard to 
the number of persons on board. 

      10.  (1)  A passenger ferry shall, when in operation, carry the 
following documents or true copies thereof: 
                    (a)  its Passenger Ship Safety Certificate; 
                    (b)  its Certificate of Registration or Licence; and 
                    (c)  its Load Line Certificate. 

            (2)  The Passenger Ship Safety Certificate, Load Line 
Certificate or true copies thereof shall be posted in some 
conspicuous place in the vessel. 

PART  4 

 SUPPLEMENTARY  PROVISIONS 

      11.  The Director and any authorised person shall have the 
right of access at all reasonable times to any terminals and any 
place where a passenger ferry is located for the purpose of 
inspecting any vessel or any document which they have power to 
demand under these Regulations and for the purpose of detaining 
any vessel under the provisions of these Regulations. 

      12.  A person shall not wilfully or negligently— 
                    (a)  act in a manner likely to endanger a passenger 

ferry, or any person therein; 
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                    (b)  go or attempt to go on a journey on a passenger 
ferry without the consent of the master or other 
person authorised to give it.  

      13.  Every person in a passenger ferry shall obey all lawful 
commands which the master may give for the purpose of securing 
the safety of the vessel and of persons or property carried therein, 
or the safety, efficiency or regularity of navigation. 

      14.  (1)  Where it appears to the Director or an authorised              
person that any ferry is intended or likely to be operated— 
                    (a)  in such circumstances that any provision of 

regulation 5 would be contravened in relation to 
the journey; 

                    (b)  in such circumstances that the journey would be 
in contravention of any other provision of these 
Regulations and be a cause of danger to any 
person or property whether or not in the ferry; or 

                    (c)  while in a condition unfit for operation whether 
or not the journey would otherwise be in 
contravention of any provision of these 
Regulations, 

the Director or the authorised person may direct the operator or 
the master of the vessel that he is not to permit the vessel to make 
the particular journey or any other journey of such description as 
may be specified in the direction and the Director or the 
authorised person may take such steps as are necessary to detain 
the ferry. 

            (2)  The Minister or the Director may revoke a direction 
made under subregulation (1). 

            (3)  For the purposes of subregulation (1) the Director or any 
authorised person may enter upon and inspect any passenger ferry. 

      15.  (1)  The Minister may, if he thinks fit, provisionally 
suspend any certificate, licence, approval, permission, exemption or 
other document issued, granted or having effect under the Act and 
these Regulations pending inquiry into or investigation of the case. 
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            (2)  Without prejudice to regulation 5(2) the Minister 
may, on sufficient grounds being shown to his satisfaction after 
due inquiry, revoke, suspend or vary any such certificate, licence, 
approval, permission, exemption or other document. 

            (3)  The holder or any person having the possession or 
custody of any certificate, licence, approval, permission, 
exemption or other document which has been revoked, suspended 
or varied under this regulation shall surrender it to the Minister 
within a reasonable time after being required to do so by him. 

            (4)  The breach of any condition subject to which any 
certificate, licence, approval, permission, exemption or other 
document has been granted or issued, or which has effect under 
these Regulations shall render the document invalid during the 
continuance of the breach. 

      16.  A person shall not wilfully obstruct or impede any 
authorised person acting in the exercise of his powers or the 
performance of his duties under these Regulations. 

      17.  Any person who fails to comply with any direction given 
to him by the Director or by any authorised person under these 
Regulations shall be deemed to have committed an offence. 

      18.  The Minister may exempt from any of the provisions of 
these Regulations any passenger ferry or persons or classes of 
passenger ferry or persons, either absolutely or subject to such 
conditions as he thinks fit. 

      19.  (1) Where any provision of these Regulations is 
contravened in relation to a passenger ferry, the operator of that 
ferry and the master thereof, shall, without prejudice to the 
liability of any other person under these Regulations for that 
contravention, be deemed, for the purposes of subregulations (3) 
to (5), to have committed an offence unless he proves that the 
contravention occurred without his consent or connivance and 
that he exercised all due diligence to prevent the contravention. 

            (2)  Where it is proved that an act or omission of any 
person which would otherwise have been a contravention by that 



674                 Chap. 50:10                           Shipping

LAWS  OF  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO

[Subsidiary]                                          Shipping (Passenger Ferry) Regulations

person of a provision of these Regulations was due to any cause 
not avoidable by the exercise of reasonable care by that person 
the act or omission shall be deemed not to be an offence. 

            (3)  A person who contravenes any provision of these 
Regulations not being a provision referred to in subregulation (4) 
or (5), is guilty of an offence and is liable to a fine of two hundred 
and fifty dollars. 

            (4)  A person who contravenes any provision of 
regulations 8, 10 and 15 is guilty of an offence and is liable to a 
fine of five hundred dollars. 

            (5)  A person who contravenes any provision of 
regulations 4 to 7, 9, 12, 13 and 14 is guilty of an offence and is 
liable to a fine of one thousand dollars.



                                                Shipping                             Chap. 50:10               675

LAWS  OF  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO

L.R.O. 

                                                                                                                                              [Subsidiary]

35/1995. 
 
 
 
 
 
Citation. 
 
 
  
Interpretation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
Ch. 51:02. 
 
 
 
 
  
Restriction on 
anchoring. 
Schedule.    
Penalty. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Regulation 3.

SHIPPING  (SAFETY  OF  NAVIGATION)  
(CHAGUARAMAS  BAY)  REGULATIONS 

made under section 406(i) 

        1.  These Regulations may be cited as the Shipping (Safety 
of Navigation) (Chaguaramas Bay) Regulations. 

        2.  In these Regulations— 
“master” includes every person having command or charge of 

any vessel, other than a pilot; 
“owner” in relation to a vessel, means the person registered as the 

owner of the vessel or, in the absence of registration the 
person owning the ship or the bareboat charterer of the 
vessel; 

“pilot” means a person who is granted a licence pursuant to the 
Pilotage Act; 

“vessel” includes any ship or boat or any other description of 
vessel used or designed to be used in navigation. 

        3.  No person, other than a pilot, shall anchor a vessel in the 
area defined in the Schedule. 

        4.  The owner or master of a vessel who contravenes 
regulation 3 is guilty of an offence and is liable to a fine of one 
thousand dollars. 

 

SCHEDULE 

 The area bounded by a line from a point on the Trinidad Coast in 
Chaguaramas Bay at the western end of the base of Pier No. 5; thence 
to a point on the easternmost part of Gasparillo Islet; thence to Reyna Pt. 
on the easternmost part of Gaspar Grande; thence to San Carlos Pt. on 
Point Gourde; thence due North to the beacon in position 10º 40' 21" 
North, 61° 38' 15" West; thence northward to the southern edge of 
the wharf; thence north-eastward to along the wharf and to a point 
10º 40' 39" North, 61º 38' 05" West; thence to a point 10° 40' 41" 
North, 61° 37' 59" West; thence to a point 10º 40' 42" North, 61° 37' 59" 
West; thence to a point 10° 40' 40" North, 61° 38' 07" West; thence 
to a point 10º 49' 37" North, 61° 38' 16" West; thence to a point 
10º 40' 37" North, 61º 38' 21" West; thence due North to the coast.
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SHIPPING  (CERTIFICATION  OF  SEAMEN)  
(ENGINEERING  RATINGS)  REGULATIONS 

ARRANGEMENT  OF  REGULATIONS 

REGULATION 

        1.   Citation. 

        2.   Definitions. 

        3.   Classification of engineering ratings and category of certificates. 

        4.   Engineering rating category 4. 

        5.   Engineering rating category 3. 

        6.   Engineering rating category 2. 

        7.   Engineering rating category 1. 

        8.   Examinations and apppointment of examiners. 

        9.   Application for examination and issue of certificate of competency. 

      10.   Qualifying sea service. 

      11.   Reduction of qualifying sea service. 

      12.   Application for certificates of competency or classification. 

      13.   Record of certificates. 

      14.   Loss of certificates. 

      15.   Fees. 

FIRST  SCHEDULE. 
SECOND  SCHEDULE. 
THIRD  SCHEDULE. 
FOURTH  SCHEDULE.  
FIFTH  SCHEDULE.  
SIXTH  SCHEDULE.
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SHIPPING  (CERTIFICATION  OF  SEAMEN)  
(ENGINEERING  RATINGS)  REGULATIONS 

made under section 87 

        1.  These Regulations may be cited as the Shipping 
(Certification of Seamen) (Engineering Ratings) Regulations. 

        2.  In these Regulations— 
“Act” means the Shipping Act;  
“approved” means approved by the Minister;  
“Director” means the Director of Maritime Services as referred to 

in section 403(2)(a) of the Act;  
“major ship” means a ship having in the case of a sailing ship a 

gross tonnage of forty tons or more and in the case of any 
other ship a gross tonnage of one hundred tons or more;  

“Maritime Services Division” means the Division of Maritime 
Services established under section 403 of the Act;  

“Minister” means the Minister to whom the responsibility for 
Shipping is assigned;  

“minor ship” means a ship, not being a ship having a gross 
tonnage of less than fifteen tons, having in the case of a 
sailing ship a gross tonnage of less than forty tons and in the 
case of any other ship a gross tonnage of less than one 
hundred tons;  

“mixed service” means service partly in a deck rating and partly 
in a general purpose rating;  

“responsible authority” means in relation to a school or course 
the person in charge of that school or course as the case 
may be;  

“satisfactorily” means to the satisfaction of the responsible 
authority:  

“service in a general purpose rating” means service in a general 
purpose rating in a ship having a general purpose or 
integrated crew; 

“service in an engineering rating” means service in an 
engineering rating in a ship other than a ship having a 
general purpose or integrated crew; 
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“valid medical fitness certificate” means a certificate issued in 
accordance with the Shipping (Medical Examinations) 
Regulations. 

        3.  (1)  The Director may— 
                    (a)  on receipt of the prescribed fees; and  
                    (b)  on being satisfied that the requirements of these 

Regulations are met,  
issue to an applicant a Certificate of Competency or a Certificate 
of Classification as appropriate. 

            (2)  Certificates of Competency shall be issued in the 
following categories and may be subject to any limitation as to 
area of operation and description of ship endorsed thereon— 
                    (a) Engineering Rating Category 1; or 
                    (b) Engineering Rating Category 2. 

            (3) Certificates of Classification shall be issued in the 
following categories— 
                    (a) Engineering Rating Category 3; or 
                    (b) Engineering Rating Category 4. 

            (4) Certificates of Competency and Classification shall be 
in the form set out in the First and Second Schedules respectively. 

        4.   An engineering rating may be classified as an 
Engineering Rating Category 4 where the applicant— 
                    (a) has attained the age of sixteen years; 
                    (b) has successfully completed an approved pre-sea 

training course; and 
                    (c) is medically fit. 

      5. (1)  An engineering rating may be classified as an 
Engineering Rating Category 3 where— 
                    (a) the applicant has attained the age of sixteen years; 
                    (b) the applicant is medically fit; and 
                    (c) the applicant— 
                              (i)   has successfully completed an approved 

pre-sea training course and can prove four 
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months satisfactory sea service in an 
engineering capacity; or  

                            (ii) can prove six months satisfactory 
qualifying sea service in an engineering 
capacity before the coming into force of 
these Regulations. 

        6.  (1)  Except as provided in subregulation (2), a Certificate 
of Competency as an Engineering Rating Category 2 shall not be 
issued to any person unless— 
                    (a) he has attained the age of eighteen years; 
                    (b)  he has qualifying sea service of— 
                              (i)   twelve months in an engineering capacity;  
                            (ii)   eighteen months in a general purpose 

capacity; or  
                            (iii) between twelve and eighteen months mixed 

service such that the component periods of 
service in an engineering capacity and in a 
general purpose capacity respectively, 
expressed as percentages of the periods 
described in relation thereto in paragraphs 
(i)  and (ii),  total one hundred per cent; 

                    (c) he has passed the examination in the subjects 
specified in the syllabus set out in the Third 
Schedule; and 

                    (d) he is medically fit.  

            (2)  A certificate of competency as an Engineering 
Rating Category 2 may be issued to a person where— 
                    (a) he can prove at least twenty-four months 

satisfactory qualifying sea service in an 
engineering capacity before the coming into 
force of these Regulations; and  

                    (b) he is medically fit. 

      7. (1) Except as provided in subregulation (2), a Certificate 
of Competency as an Engineering Rating Category 1 shall not be 
granted to any person unless— 
                    (a)  he has attained the age of eighteen years; 
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                    (b)  he has qualifying sea service of— 
                              (i)   twelve months in an engineering 

capacity; or  
                            (ii)   eighteen months in a general purpose 

capacity; or  
                          (iii)   between twelve and eighteen months 

mixed service such that the component 
periods of service in an engineering 
capacity and in a general purpose 
capacity respectively, expressed as 
percentages of the periods, described in 
relation thereto in paragraphs (i) and (ii), 
total one hundred per cent;  

                    (c)  he has performed two years qualifying sea 
service in an engineering or general purpose 
capacity;  

                    (d) he has passed an examination in the subjects 
specified in the syllabus set out in the Third 
Schedule; and  

                    (e)  he is medically fit. 

            (2)  A Certificate of Competency as an Engineering 
Rating Category 1 may be issued to a person where— 
                    (a) he can prove at least three years qualifying sea 

service in an engineering capacity; 
                    (b) he was on or before the coming into force of 

these Regulations serving in the capacity of 
assistant to the Engineer Officer in charge of 
the watch or in an equivalent or superior 
engineering capacity, for a period of not less 
than two years, in a ship for which an 
agreement with the crew is required under the 
Act; and 

                    (c) he is medically fit. 

      8. (1) Examinations for the certification of Engineering 
Ratings Category 1 and 2 as required under regulations 6 and 7 
shall be conducted by Examiners appointed for this purpose by 
the Minister. 
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            (2)  The syllabus for the examination is as specified in 
the Third Schedule. 

      9. (1) Unless otherwise permitted by the Director an 
applicant for examination shall be a national of Trinidad and 
Tobago or a national of a Caricom State. 

            (2)  An application for Examination for a Certificate of 
Competency as an Engineering Rating shall be made to the 
Maritime Services Division on the form prescribed in the Fourth 
Schedule and shall be accompanied by— 
                    (a) the appropriate fee as prescribed in the Sixth 

Schedule;  
                    (b) proof of satisfactory attendance at an approved 

basic sea survival course;  
                    (c) proof of nationality and date and place of birth 

satisfactory to the Director;  
                    (d)  a valid medical fitness certificate;  
                    (e) satisfactory proof of the sea service required in 

regulation 6(1)(b) as evidenced by Certificates 
of Discharge and such other certificates signed 
by the masters or chief engineers of ships in 
which the applicant has served as may be 
necessary to establish to the satisfaction of the 
Director that the applicant has performed the 
necessary qualifying service; and  

                    (f)  where remission of sea service is being claimed 
under regulation 11, certificates given by the 
resposible authority stating that the appropriate 
course has been satisfactorily completed and        
the dates of commencement and completion of 
the course.  

            (3)  Every application for examination duly completed 
shall be lodged with the Director who shall, if satisfied that the 
applicant is eligible to take the examination, notify the applicant 
in due course of the arrangements made for his examination, or, 
if not so satisfied, inform the applicant in writing that his 
application is refused and the reasons for the refusal. 
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            (4)  On completion of every examination the examiner 
shall inform the applicant of the result thereof and shall record the 
result on his form of application and return the form to the 
Director for the issue of an appropriate Certificate of Competency, 
where the applicant has successfully completed the examination. 

      10.  (1)  Qualifying sea service shall be service performed in 
ships which proceed to sea and are actively engaged in 
commercial trading but shall not include service in— 
                    (a) fishing vessels; and  
                    (b) ships trading primarily in the Gulf of Paria. 

            (2)  Every period of qualifying sea service shall include 
a proportion of seagoing service in a major ship amounting to not 
less than twenty-five per cent of the qualifying sea service. 

            (3)  In calculating the length of the periods of qualifying 
sea service for the purpose of regulations 5, 6, 7 and 8— 
                    (a) a period of service in a minor ship shall count as 

one-half of the period actually so served;  
                    (b) service in a ship having a gross tonnage of less 

than fifteen tons shall be disregarded;  
                    (c) every day by which a period of actual service in 

a ship exceeds the number of months comprised 
in that period, and every day of such service 
comprised in a period of actual service of less 
than one month,  shall be treated as one-thirtieth 
of a month of actual service; and 

                    (d) the length of every period of actual service in a 
ship shall be calculated separately from the date 
of its commencement to the date of its 
termination. 

            (4) Qualifying sea service shall be performed within a 
period of ten years immediately preceding the date upon which 
the examination is taken or a certificate applied for, subject to the 
discretion of the Director.  

            (5) Every period of qualifying sea service being claimed 
must be supported by Certificates of Discharge and such other 
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certificates signed by the masters of ships in which the applicant 
has served as may be necessary to establish to the satisfaction of 
the Director that the applicant has performed the necessary 
qualifying sea service. 

            (6) Where a candidate can show to the satisfaction of the 
Director that it is not possible to produce the certificates referred 
to in subregulation (5) then the Director may accept such other 
documentary evidence of sea service as he deems fit. 

            (7) Notwithstanding subregulations (1)(b) and (2), 
where the sea service is performed in major ships trading 
primarily in the Gulf of Paria or in minor ships trading in the 
waters of Trinidad and Tobago, the Director in his absolute 
discretion may accept such service as qualifying sea service for 
the issue of a certificate endorsed for service in a major or minor 
ship and as to area of operation as appropriate. 

      11.  (1)  Subject to subregulation (3) a person producing a 
certificate given by the responsible authority showing that he has 
satisfactorily completed a course of training at an approved 
maritime training school shall be entitled to a reduction— 
                    (a) in the case of a pre-sea training course, in the 

period of qualifying sea service required under 
regulations 6(1)(b) and 7(1)(b) of up to two 
weeks; and  

                    (b) in the case of an Engineering Rating training 
course,  in  the  period  of  qualifying  sea service 
required under regulation 7(1)(c) of one month 
for each period of four weeks attendance and 
training on that course, up to a maximum of 
three months, less any reduction made pursuant 
to subregulation (1)(a). 

            (2)  A person who has served at sea in a deck capacity 
and has satisfactorily completed an approved conversion course 
providing training in the duties of an engine room capacity for 
persons who have served in a deck capacity shall, on producing 
satisfactory evidence of such service and a certificate given by 
the responsible authority that he has satisfactorily completed the 
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certificates of 
competency or 
classification. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Fifth Schedule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Record of 
certificates.

conversion course, be entitled to a reduction in the period of 
qualifying service required under regulation 7(1)(c) of— 
                    (a) one week for every complete week’s attendance 

and training on the conversion course subject to 
a maximum of four weeks; and 

                    (b) fifty per cent of the total length of his sea 
service in a deck capacity subject to a maximum 
of six months. 

            (3)  No person shall be entitled by virtue of the 
provisions of subregulation (1) to a reduction or reductions of 
qualifying service exceeding a total of six months. 

      12.  (1) A person who— 
                    (a)  has successfully completed the examination 

specified in the Third Schedule and who 
subsequently qualifies for the issue of an 
Engineering Rating Category 1 Certificate of 
Competency; or  

                    (b) qualifies for the issue of a Certificate of 
Competency in accordance with regulation 6(2) 
or 7(2),  

may apply to the Maritime Services Division for the issue of an 
appropriate certificate of competency on the form prescribed in 
the Fifth Schedule. 

            (2)  Any person who qualifies for the issue of a 
Certificate of Classification under regulation 4 or 5 may apply to 
the Maritime Services Division on the form prescribed in the 
Fifth Schedule for the issue of the appropriate certificate. 

            (3)  Every such application duly completed shall be 
lodged with the Director who shall, if satisfied that the applicant 
is entitled to the grant of a Certificate of Competency or 
Classification, cause such a certificate to be issued to the 
applicant, or, if not so satisfied, inform the applicant in writing 
that his application is refused and the reasons for the refusal. 

      13.  A record of all Certificates of Competency or Classification 
as a deck rating issued under these Regulations and of the 
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Loss of 
certificates. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fees. 
 
Sixth Schedule.

suspension, cancellation or alteration of, and any other matters 
affecting, any such certificate shall be kept, in such manner as the 
Minister may require, by the Director of Maritime Services or by 
such other person as the Minister may direct. 

      14.  (1)  Where a person entitled to a Certificate of 
Competency or Classification as a deck rating proves to the 
satisfaction of the Director that he has, without fault on his part, 
lost or been deprived of a certificate already issued to him, the 
Director shall, and where he is not so satisfied may, on receipt of 
any fee payable, cause a copy of the certificate to which the said 
person appears to be entitled to be issued to him. 

            (2)  A copy referred to in subsection (1) shall, before it is 
so issued, be certified as such by the Director of Maritime 
Services or, as the case may be, by such person as the Minister 
may have directed to keep the record referred to in regulation 13. 

    15. The fees specified in the Sixth Schedule shall be payable in 
respect of the matters specified in relation thereto in that Schedule.
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FIRST  SCHEDULE 
 

REPUBLIC  OF  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 

FORM  OF  CERTIFICATE  OF  COMPETENCY  AS  AN  ENGINEERING  RATING   

THE SHIPPING  ACT,  CHAP. 50:10

*Delete whichever is inapplicable.

Signature of Seaman ...................................................

..................................... 
Official Stamp 

..................................................... 
Director of Maritime Services 

Discharge  
Book No.

Place of BirthDate of BirthName in Full

ENDORSEMENT (if any)

 This is to certify that the above-named has been found duly qualified in accordance with the 
above-mentioned regulations to hold this Certificate of Competency as an Engineering Rating. 

              *Engineering Rating Category 1  
              *Engineering Rating Category 2

Photograph

Dated this .................... day of......................................... 20........... 

 Granted under the provisions of the Shipping (Certification of Seamen) (Engineering 
Ratings) Regulations made under section 87 of the Shipping Act (Chap. 50:10).

No.

Regulation 3(4).
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*Delete whichever is inapplicable.

Discharge  
Book No.

Place of BirthDate of BirthName in Full

Signature of Seaman ...................................................

..................................... 
Official Stamp 

..................................................... 
Director of Maritime Services 

ENDORSEMENT (if any)

 This is to certify that the above-named has been found duly qualified in accordance with the 
above-mentioned regulations to hold this Certificate of Classification as an Engineering Rating. 

              *Engineering Rating Category 3  
              *Engineering Rating Category 4

Photograph

Dated this .................... day of......................................... 20........... 

 Granted under the provisions of the Shipping (Certification of Seamen) (Engineering 
Ratings) Regulations made under section 87 of the Shipping Act (Chap. 50:10).

No.

Regulation 
3(4).

SECOND  SCHEDULE 

 

REPUBLIC  OF  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 

FORM  OF  CERTIFICATE  OF  CLASSIFICATION  AS  AN  ENGINEERING  RATING  

 THE  SHIPPING  ACT,  CHAP.  50:10
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Regulation 8(2). THIRD  SCHEDULE 

SYLLABUS  FOR  THE  EXAMINATION   FOR  A   CERTIFICATE  OF 
COMPETENCY  AS  AN  ENGINEERING  DECK  RATING 

SECTION  A— SHIPBOARD  SAFETY (GENERAL) 

        1.   Use of Life-Saving Appliances. 

        2.   Pyrotechnic distress signals. 

        3.   Shipboard emergency signals and duties. 

        4.   Use of internal communications and alarm systems. 

        5.   Basic first aid. 

        6.   Use of fire fighting appliances. 

SECTION  B—PERSONAL  SAFETY  AND  SURVIVAL 

        7.   Safe working practices. 

        8.   Cleanliness and hygiene. 

        9.   Basic sea survival. 

SECTION  C—NAUTICAL  KNOWLEDGE 

      10.   The meaning of common ship-board, nautical and engineering terms. 

      11.   The names and functions of various parts of the ship, for example, 

deck compartments, bulkheads, ballast tanks, bilges, strum boxes, 

sounding pipes, air pipes. 

      12.   Knowledge of the layout of the deck and associated machinery. 

      13.   Knowledge of the layout of the bridge and associated equipment              

and instruments. 

      14.   Knowledge related to hygienic practices on board vessel. 
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      15.   Ability to understand orders and make himself understood in matters 
relevant to the engine room ratings duties. 

SECTION  D— POLLUTION  PREVENTION 

      16.   Basic knowledge of duties and responsibilities regarding prevention 
of pollution of the seas and harbours. 

SECTION  E— PRACTICAL  WORK 

      17.   Dismantling and examination of the following: 

              (a)   non-return valves; 

              (b)   screw lift valves; 

              (c)   safety shut-off valves; 

              (d)   boiler down valves; 

              (e)   blow down valves; 

              (f)   boiler stop valves; and 

              (g)   feed check valves. 

      18.   Dismantling and examination of the following: 

              (a)   strum boxes; 

              (b)   heat exchangers; 

              (c)   filters; 

              (d)   salinometer cocks; 

              (e)   boiler water level gauges; 

              (f)   pressure gauges; 

              (g)   tank level gauges; and 

              (h)   other types of gauges. 

      19.   Starting and stopping pumps generally, air compressors, refrigeration 
machinery and maintenance of centrifuges. 

      20.   Examination of electric switchboard instrumentation, circuit breakers 
and fuses. 

      21.   Preparation of simple cable connections. 
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SECTION  F—ENGINEERING  KNOWLEDGE  AND  ASSOCIATED  

STUDIES INCLUDING WATCH-KEEPING DUTIES, 

SIMPLE  MECHANICAL  AND  ELECTRICAL  

SYSTEMS 
      22.   Knowledge of engine room watchkeeping procedures and the ability 

to carry out a routine watch appropriate to his duties including, 
monitoring and recording relevant temperatures and pressures. 

      23.   Knowledge of the appropriate action to be taken when temperatures 
and/or pressures deviate greatly from the norm in main machinery. 

      24.   The use of the engine room log. 
      25.   Knowledge of terms used in machinery spaces and names of 

machinery and equipment relative to his duties. 
      26.   Knowledge of simple mechanical and related systems including 

bilge, pumping systems, ballast systems and the cofferdam. 
      27.   Knowledge of routine maintenance by inspection, checks and 

cleaning of the following systems: 
              (a)   lubricating oil and filtration; 
              (b)   fuel oil and filtration; and 
              (c)   diesel engine cooling. 
      28.   Knowledge of compressed air starting systems and related systems. 
      29.   Knowledge of the rudder arrangement and link with the steering gear 

system. 
      30.   Knowledge of a typical shafting arrangement including the stern 

tube, tunnel bearings, thrust block and engine, etc. 
      31.   Knowledge of safety procedure including— 
              (a)   use of the appropriate internal communication systems; 
              (b)   escape routes from machinery spaces; 
              (c)   engine room alarm systems and ability to distinguish between 

the various alarms with special reference to fire extinguishing 
gas alarms; 

              (d)   familiarity with the location and use of fire fighting equipment 
in the machinery spaces; and 

              (e)   dangers and precautions to be taken to avoid electric shock on 
a.c. and d.c. supplies. 
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Photograph

Name in full:  Surname .................................................  Other names .................................... 
 
 
Address ...................................................................................................................................... 
 

 
Discharge                                                              Date and Place 
Book No. ............................................................. of Birth ......................................................... 
 
 
Rank/Rating .............................................................................. 
 
 
Nationality ................................................................................. 
 
Other Marine Qualifications held 
                    (if any) 

 
.................................................................................................. 
 
.................................................................................................. 
 
................................................................................................. 
 
.................................................................................................. 
 
..................................................................................................

SECTION  A—PARTICULARS  OF  APPLICANT

(Application should be made to the Maritime Services Division at least three weeks before 
the examination date).

FOURTH  SCHEDULE 
 

REPUBLIC  OF  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 

FORM  OF APPLICATION  FOR  EXAMINATION  FOR  A  CERTIFICATE  OF  
COMPETENCY  AS  AN  ENGINEERING  RATING

Regulation 9(1).
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SECTION  B—PREVIOUS  CERTIFICATES 
 

Have you attempted this examination before? 
 
Yes               No If yes, give date ............................................................................... 
 
Notes to applicant 

        1.   If “Yes” complete only sections A, B and E in full and— 
              (a)   complete section C regarding medical fitness certificate and, where applicable, 
                    an Engine Room Watch Rating Endorsement; 

              (b)   show in section D only the sea service completed since your previous attempt. 
        2.   If “No” then sections A, B, C, D and E must be completed. 
        3.   In all cases the appropriate fee must be paid and a valid medical fitness certificate 

produced. 
 

SECTION  C—SUPPORTING  DOCUMENTS 

The following documents are submitted with this application: 
 
                                                                                                        (Official use only) 
                                 Examiner’s Remarks 

 
        1.   Certificate of attendance at a basic sea  
              survival course 
 
        2.   Birth Certificate or other proof of age 
 
        3.   Passport or other proof of nationality 
 
        4.   Medical fitness certificate 
 
        5.   Certificate of attendance at an approved  
              maritime safety training course (Applicable  
              only where remission of sea service is being claimed) 
 
        6.   Discharge book, certificates of discharge or  
              other documentary evidence of sea service 
 
        7.   Engine Room Watch Rating Endorsement 
 
        8.   Two passport size photographs
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Official Stamp Cashier, etc.

SECTION  E—DECLARATION  OF  APPLICANTS 
 

    [Any person making a false declaration is guilty of an offence and is liable to a fine and 
imprisonment under the Shipping Act (Chap. 50:10)]. 

DECLARATION: I hereby declare that the information given in this application is to the best 
of my knowledge, true and complete. 
 

                    Signature of Applicant ...................................................... 

                    Date .................................................................................. 

 

 

The following sections are for official use only 

SECTION  F—FEES 

             

I hereby certify that the examination fee of $ .............................................. has been received. 

             

                    Signature ............................................................ 

                     

                    Title .................................................................... 

 

             

                    Date .................................................................... 

                    Maritime Services Division 
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Maritime Services Division

Signed .............................................................. Examiner 

Name ................................................................................. 

Date ...................................................................................

Official Stamp

(Exn. 2) (1995)

Endorsement:

(Name of Candidate)

SECTION  H—RESULT  OF  EXAMINATION 

I have today examined ....................................................... for the Certificate of Competency 

as an Engineering Rating, with the following result: PASS/FAIL 

The Certificate, when issued, should bear the following endorsement:

Maritime Services Division

Signed .............................................................. Examiner 

Name ................................................................................. 

Date ...................................................................................

Official Stamp

SECTION  G—SUMMARY  AND  EVALUATION  OF  SEA  SERVICE 

The sea service, based on the statement of service given in section D, with supporting 
documents, is as follows: 

              Total qualifying sea service in major ships [(Reg. 10(2)] ............................................ 

              Total qualifying sea service in minor ship [(Reg. 10 (3)(a)] ........................................ 

              Reduction of sea service (Reg. 11) .............................................................................. 

Remarks: 



696                 Chap. 50:10                           Shipping

LAWS  OF  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO

[Subsidiary]                  Shipping (Certification of Seamen) (Engineering Ratings) Regulations

(Exn. 20) (1995)

Maritime Services Division

Official Stamp

(Name of Candidate)

SECTION  I—AUTHORITY  TO  ISSUE  CERTIFICATE 

(To be completed by the Examiner, detached and given to successful candidate) 

 

This is to certify that ...................................................................... passed the examination for 

the Certificate of Competency as an Engineer Rating held on ........................... and may be 
issued with the Certificate as an Engineering Rating Category 1 */Engineering Rating 
Category 2. 

*Delete whichever is inapplicable. 

The Certificate when issued, should bear the following endorsement. 

 

Endorsement: 

             

                    Signature of Examiner ...................................................... 

                    Name of Examiner ............................................................ 

                    Date .................................................................................. 

 

 

 

NOTE to Candidate: 

To obtain your Certificate of Competency as an Engineering Rating, this authority, together 
with proof of identity and the appropriate fee for the issue of the Certificate, should be 
produced to the office of the Maritime Services Division. 

                    Signed ........................................................... (Candidate) 

                     

                    Date ..................................................................................
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Photograph

Regulation 14.FIFTH  SCHEDULE 

FORM  OF  APPLICATION  FOR  A  CERTIFICATE  OF   COMPETENCY  OR 
CLASSIFICATION  AS  AN  ENGINEERING  RATING 

(Application should be made to the Maritime Services Division)  
 

 

 

SECTION  A—PARTICULARS  OF  APPLICANT 
 
 
Name in full:  Surname ..................................................  Other names ................................... 
 
 
Address ...................................................................................................................................... 

 
Discharge                                                              Date and Place 
Book No. ............................................................. of Birth ........................................................ 
 
Rank/Rating ............................................................................................................................... 
 
Nationality ................................................................................................................................. 
 
 
 
Other Marine Qualifications held 
                    (if any) 

 
.................................................................................................. 
 
.................................................................................................. 
 
................................................................................................. 
 
.................................................................................................. 
 
..................................................................................................
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        1.   Certificate of attendance at a basic sea survival course 

        2.   Birth Certificate or other proof of age 

        3.   Passport or other proof of nationality 

        4.   Medical fitness certificate 

        5.   Certificate of attendance at an approved maritime safety 

              training course (Applicable only where remission of sea  

              service is being claimed) 

        6.   Discharge book, certificates of discharge or other 

documentary evidence of sea service 

        7.   Engine room watch rating endorsement 

        8.   Two passport size photographs 

        9.   Rating nominated as assistant to the engineer officer in 

charge of the watch

SECTION  B—PREVIOUS  CERTIFICATES 
 

Have you previously been issued with an 
Engineering Rating Category 2 Certificate Yes No 
 
If yes, give date of issue ........................................................ 
 
Notes to applicant 
        1.   If “Yes” complete only sections A, B and E in full and— 
              (a)   complete section C regarding medical fitness certificate; engine room watch  

rating endorsement and rating nominated as assistant to the engineer officer in 
charge of the watch endorsement. 

              (b)   show in section D only the sea service completed since being issued with a  
certificate engineering rating category 2. 

 
        2.   If “No” then section A, B, C, D and E must be completed. 
 
        3.   In all cases the appropriate fee must be paid and a valid medical fitness certificate 
produced. 
 

SECTION  C—SUPPORTING  DOCUMENTS 
 
The following documents are submitted with this application: 
                    (Official use only) 
                           Remarks
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Maritime Services Division

Remarks:

Official Stamp

SECTION  E—DECLARATION  OF  APPLICANT 

(Any person making a false declaration is guilty of an offence and is liable to a fine and 
imprisonment under the Shipping Act, (Chap. 50:10). 

DECLARATION: I hereby declare that the information given in this application is to the best 
of my knowledge true and complete. 

                     

                    Signature of Applicant ...................................................... 

                     

                    Date .................................................................................. 

             

The following sections are for official use only 

SECTION  F—SUMMARY  AND  EVALUATION  OF  SEA  SERVICE 

The sea service, based on the statement of service given in section D, with supporting 
documents, is as follows: 

              Total qualifying sea service in major ships [Reg. 10(2)] .............................................. 

              Total qualifying sea service in minor ships [Reg. 10 (3)(a)] ........................................ 

              Reduction of sea service (Reg. 11) ............................................................................... 

              Other service (e.g., Gulf of Paria service) ....................................................................
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*delete whichever is inapplicable.

Official Stamp

(Name of applicant)

SECTION  G—AUTHORITY  TO  ISSUE  CERTIFICATE 
 

                    Signed ................................................................ 

                    Name ................................................................ 

                    Date .................................................................. 

 

This is to certify that ................................................................................. may be issued with 

              *a Certificate of Classification as an Engineering Rating Category 4 

              *a Certificate of Classification as an Engineering Rating Category 3 

              *a Certificate of Competency as an Engineering Rating Category 1 

 

The Certificate when issued, should bear the following endorsement: 

 

Endorsement: 

                     

                     

                    Signature of Examiner ........................................ 

                     

                    Name of Examiner ............................................. 

                     

                    Date .................................................................... 

 
      Maritime Services Division
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SIXTH  SCHEDULE 

FEES 

                    Service Fees 
                      $ 

             
        1.   For the examination for a certificate of competency as an  
              Engineering Rating 60.00 
             
        2.   For the issue of— 
              (a)   a Certificate of Competency 40.00 
              (b)   a Certificate of Classification 40.00 
 
        3.   For the replacement of a certificate which has been lost or  
              of an unendorsed certificate by one which is endorsed 40.00

Regulation 15.
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SHIPPING  (CREW  ACCOMMODATION)  
REGULATIONS 

ARRANGEMENT  OF  REGULATIONS 

REGULATION 

        1.   Citation. 

PART  I 

REQUIREMENTS  TO  BE  COMPLIED  WITH  BY  SHIPS 
REGISTERED  IN  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO  ON  OR 

AFTER  THE  DATE  ON  WHICH  THESE  REGULATIONS 
COME  INTO  OPERATION 

        2.   Interpretation. 

        3.   Application. 

        4.   Extension to unregistered Trinidad and Tobago ships. 

        5.   Plans. 

        6.   General. 

        7.   Divisions between the crew accommodation and other parts of the ship. 

        8.   Interior bulkheads. 

        9.   Overhead decks. 

      10.   Floor decks. 

      11.   Access and escape arrangements. 

      12.   Pipes, etc. 

      13.   Awnings. 

      14.   Heating. 

      15.   Lighting. 

      16.   Ventilation. 

      17.   Sidescuttles and windows. 

      18.   Drainage. 

      19.   Interior finishes. 

      20.   Marking. 

      21.   Sleeping Rooms. 

      22.   Beds. 

      23.   Furniture and fittings in sleeping rooms. 

      24.   Mess rooms. 

      25.   Furniture and fittings in mess room. 
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      26.   Recreation spaces. 

      27.   Offices. 

      28.   Sanitary accommodation. 

      29.   Supply of drinking water. 

      30.   Supply of fresh water. 

      31.   Facilities for washing and drying clothes and for hanging oilskins 
              and working clothes.  

      32.   Galleys. 

      33.   Dry provision storerooms. 

      34.   Cold storerooms and refrigerating equipment. 

      35.   Hospitals. 

      36.   Medical cabinet. 

      37.   Protection from mosquitoes. 

      38.   Maintenance and inspection of crew accommodation. 

PART  II 

REQUIREMENTS  TO  BE  COMPLIED  WITH  BY  SHIPS  
REGISTERED  IN  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO  BEFORE  

THE  DATE  ON  WHICH  THESE  REGULATIONS  COME 
INTO  OPERATION  

      39.   Interpretation. 

      40.   Application. 

      41.   Exemptions. 

      42.   Duration of exemption. 

FIRST  SCHEDULE. 
SECOND  SCHEDULE. 
THIRD  SCHEDULE. 
FOURTH  SCHEDULE. 
FIFTH  SCHEDULE. 
SIXTH  SCHEDULE.

ARRANGEMENT  OF  REGULATIONS—Continued 

REGULATION
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94/1996. 
 
 
 
 
  
Citation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Interpretation.

SHIPPING (CREW  ACCOMMODATION) 
REGULATIONS 

made under section 147 

        1.  These Regulations may be cited as the Shipping (Crew 
Accommodation) Regulations. 

PART  I 

REQUIREMENTS  TO  BE  COMPLIED  WITH  BY  SHIPS 
REGISTERED  IN  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO  ON  OR 

AFTER  THE  DATE  ON  WHICH  THESE  REGULATIONS 
COME  INTO  OPERATION 

        2.  In this Part— 
“Act” means the Shipping Act; 
“Caribbean trade ship” includes every ship employed in trading 

within the Caribbean Trading Area; 
“Caribbean Trading Area” means an Area bounded by a line from 

a point on the East coast of the United States of America in 
latitude 35°00' North, to a point 5°00' South, 33°00' West; 
thence to a point 10°00' South, 33°00' West; thence to a 
point on the coast of Brazil in latitude 10°00' South; thence 
northward along the coast of Continental America to a point 
in latitude 35°00' North, on the East coast of the United 
States of America; 

“controlled drugs” are preparations subject to the prescription 
requirements of any misuse of Drugs Regulations made 
under the Act; 

“fishing vessel” includes a fishery research vessel but does not 
include a fishery protection vessel; 

“Minister” means the Minister to whom the responsibility for 
shipping is assigned; 

“passenger” does not include the spouse or child of a member of 
the crew travelling with him; 

“passenger ship” means a ship carrying more than twelve 
passengers; 

“private bathroom” means a bathroom provided for the exclusive 
use of one person; 
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Application. 
Frst and 
Fifth Schedules.

“semi-private bathroom” means a bathroom provided for the 
exclusive use of two persons; 

“suitable”, in relation to material, means approved by the 
Minister as suitable for the purpose for which it is used; 

“surveyor of ships” means a person appointed as a surveyor 
under the Act; 

“tons” means gross tons and the gross tonnage of a ship having 
alternative gross tonnages shall be taken to be the larger of 
those tonnages; 

“unlimited trade ship” includes every ship employed in trading or 
going between some place or places in Trinidad and Tobago 
and some place or places situated beyond the limits of the 
Caribbean Trading Area. 

        3.  (1) Subject to regulation 4, this Part and the First and 
Fifth Schedules inclusive shall apply to— 
                    (a)  every ship registered outside Trinidad and 

Tobago the keel of which is laid or which is at a 
similar stage of construction on or after the date 
on which these regulations come into operation; 

                    (b)  any ship registered outside Trinidad and Tobago 
before the date on which these Regulations 
come into operation which is re-registered in 
Trinidad and Tobago on or after that date; and 

                    (c)  every ship to which regulation 40 would 
otherwise apply, but which has been 
reconstructed or substantially altered. 

            (2)  This Part and the First to Fifth Schedules shall not 
apply to— 
                    (a)  a ship to which Part II applies; 
                    (b)  fishing vessels; 
                    (c)  vessels primarily used for sport or recreation; and 
                    (d)  Government ships operated for non-commercial 

purposes. 
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Extension to 
unregistered 
Trinidad and 
Tobago ships. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Plans.

        4.  (1)  Section 147 of the Act and this Part shall apply to 
every Trinidad and Tobago ship which is not registered in 
Trinidad and Tobago or elsewhere of the following description, 
that is to say, every ship which— 
                    (a)  is wholly owned by a person resident in or by a 

body corporate having its principal place of 
business in Trinidad and Tobago; and 

                    (b)  is required to be registered under the Act but is 
not so registered in Trinidad and Tobago or 
elsewhere, 

and to masters and seamen employed in her. 

            (2)  This Part shall apply to every such unregistered ship 
as and to the extent that they would apply to her if she were a ship 
which had been registered for the first time under Part III of the 
Act, on the date on which her construction was completed and 
regulation 3 shall be construed accordingly. 

        5.  (1)  Every person to whose order a ship to which this 
Part applies is being constructed shall submit the following plans 
to a surveyor of ships: 
                    (a)  before construction is begun, a plan of the ship 

on a scale not smaller than— 
                              (i)   1 in 100 in the case of a ship of less than 

150 metres in length; and 
                            (ii)   1 in 200 in the case of any other ship 

showing clearly the proposed arrangements 
of the crew accommodation in the ship and 
its proposed position in relation to the 
ship’s other spaces; 

                    (b)  before construction of any part of the crew 
accommodation is begun— 

                              (i)   plans of the proposed crew accommodation 
on a scale not smaller than 1 in 50 showing 
clearly and in detail the purpose for which 
each space in the crew accommodation is 
to be appropriated and the proposed 
disposition of the furnishings, fittings and 
obstructions in it; and 
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                            (ii)   plans showing clearly the proposed 
arrangements for supplying water to the 
crew accommodation, for covering the 
floors, and for heating, lighting, 
ventilating, insulating and draining the 
crew accommodation. 

            (2)  The owner of every ship to which this Part applies 
shall, before any reconstruction or alteration of the ship’s crew 
accommodation is carried out, submit to a surveyor of ships the 
plans specified in subregulation (1) relating to the crew 
accommodation as reconstructed or altered as the case may be. 

            (3)  Where the crew accomodation is reconstructed or 
altered at a place outside Trinidad and Tobago in consequence of 
any emergency or any accident to the ship, such plans shall be 
submitted to a surveyor of ships as soon as practicable. 

        6.  (1)  All parts of the crew accommodation except store 
rooms shall— 
                    (a)  wherever practicable be situated amidships or aft; 
                    (b)  in no case shall any part of the crew 

accommodation, except a storeroom, be situated 
forward of the collision bulkhead; and 

                    (c)  be situated wholly above the Summer Load 
Line, if any, marked on the ship in accordance 
with the provisions of regulations made under 
section 280 of the Act. 

            (2)  The crew accommodation shall be so situated, 
constructed and arranged as to exclude as far as is reasonably 
practicable— 
                    (a)  from the crew accommodation, noise coming 

from other parts of the ship; and 
                    (b)  from any part of the crew accommodation, noise 

coming from other parts of it. 

            (3)  Sleeping rooms forming part of the crew 
accommodation of a passenger ship shall not be situated 
immediately beneath a working passageway. 

General.
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            (4)  In every ship any bulkhead, casing or deck 
separating a sleeping room from— 
                    (a)  a machinery space; 
                    (b)  a mess room; 
                    (c)  a recreation room; 
                    (d)  a room in which films or television are shown; 
                    (e)  a games room; or 
                    (f)  a public room, 

shall be acoustically insulated in a way which will prevent the 
occupants of that sleeping room from being disturbed by 
excessive noise from that space or room. 

            (5)  In the crew accommodation— 
                    (a)  all structures, furniture and fittings, and the 

means of access to and egress from the crew 
accommodation, shall be so situated, 
constructed and arranged as to minimise any 
risk of injury to the crew; 

                    (b)  to afford protection to the crew in rough sea 
conditions— 

                              (i)   handrails shall be provided in 
passageways and stairways where 
necessary and shall be of robust 
construction and strongly secured to 
bulkheads; 

                            (ii)   fixed furniture shall be strongly secured; 
                            (iii)   means shall be provided to secure 

portable furniture; 
                            (iv)   doors, including those to cupboards and 

other items of furniture shall be so 
secured as not to open accidentally; 

                            (v)   drawers shall be so designed as not to 
slide open and fall out accidentally; and 

                            (vi)   tables, shelves, stowage racks and other 
similar fittings shall be fitted with retaining 
lips or bars or with non-slip surfaces so that 
objects placed on them will not slide off. 
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Divisions 
between the 
crew 
accommodation 
and other parts 
of the ship.

            (6)  All parts of the crew accommodation, except cold 
storerooms, shall have a clear headroom of at least 1.98 metres at 
every point where full and free movement is necessary. 

            (7)  The Minister may permit reduction in headroom in 
any space or part of any space, in such accommodation where he 
is satisfied that it is reasonable so to do and also that such 
reduction will not result in discomfort to the crew. 

            (8)  Subject to regulation 35(30), no part of the 
accommodation provided pursuant to this Part shall be shared 
with passengers or used by or for the benefit of passengers. 

            (9)  Where oil or gaseous fuel is used in any ship, the 
arrangements for its storage, distribution and utilisation shall be 
such as to minimise the risk of fire or explosion within the crew 
accommodation which the use of that fuel may entail. 

          (10)  Inside panelling in the crew accommodation shall be 
constructed of a suitable material. 

          (11)  The crew accommodation shall be so situated, 
constructed and arranged as to ensure the exclusion from the crew 
accommodation of effluvia originating in other spaces in the ship. 

        7.  (1) Bulkheads which enclose any part of the crew 
accommodation and are exposed to the weather shall be properly 
constructed of steel or other suitable material, and shall be of 
watertight construction. 

            (2)  Any openings in them shall be provided with means 
of weathertight closure. 

            (3)  The means of weathertight closure provided for any 
entrance shall be a hinged door. 

            (4)  Bulkheads which enclose any part of the crew 
accommodation and are exposed to the weather, and any parts of 
the sides of the ship which form walls of the crew 
accommodation, shall be so insulated as to prevent overheating 
or condensation unless the crew accommodation is so protected 
by its situation and ventilation that overheating and condensation 
are unlikely to occur. 
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            (5)  Every bulkhead, casing or deck separating any part 
of the crew accommodation from any space including a cold 
storeroom, which is subject to abnormal heat or cold shall be so 
insulated as to prevent condensation or discomfort to the crew. 

            (6)  Every bulkhead which separates any part of the crew 
accommodation, other than recreation deck space from a space 
used as— 
                    (a)  a machinery space;  
                    (b)  a bunker; 
                    (c)  a room for storing fire-extinguishing gases;  
                    (d)  a chain locker; 
                    (e)  a cofferdam; 
                    (f)  a cargo space;  
                    (g)  a store room; 
                    (h)  a lamp room or paint room; and  
                    (i)  a battery locker, 

shall be of gastight construction, and shall be of watertight 
construction where necessary to protect the crew accommodation. 

            (7)  There shall be no opening in any of the bulkheads 
referred to in subregulation (6) subject to the following: 
                    (a)  where sanitary accommodation or changing 

rooms provided for the exclusive use of engine 
room officers and ratings are sited adjacent to 
the propelling machinery space there may be an 
opening in the propelling machinery space 
bulkhead to the sanitary accommodation or 
changing rooms and an opening from the 
sanitary accommodation or changing rooms to 
a passageway forming part of the crew 
accommodation if a hinged, steel, self-closing 
gastight door is fitted to one of such openings; 

                    (b)  where no other arrangement is practicable, there 
may be an opening in a bulkhead separating a 
passageway in the crew accommodation from a 
machinery space if that opening is provided 
with a hinged, steel, self-closing gastight door; 
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                    (c)  in ships of under 500 tons there may, where no 
other arrangement is practicable, be an opening 
in a bulkhead separating a passageway in the 
crew accommodation from an engine or deck 
storeroom if that opening is provided with a 
hinged, steel, self-closing gastight door; and 

                    (d)  where no other arrangement is practicable, there 
may be an opening in a bulkhead separating a 
passageway in the crew accommodation from any 
of the spaces specified in subregulation (6)(d) and 
(e) or from a storeroom other than an engine or 
deck storeroom if that opening is sealed in a way 
which is effective having regard to the use of the 
space. 

            (8)  No batteries of a type which emit gases shall be 
stored in the crew accommodation and there shall be no opening 
from the crew accommodation into a space where such batteries 
are stored. 

            (9)  Precautions shall be taken to ensure that fumes from 
batteries cannot be discharged into the crew accommodation. 

          (10)  Any part of the crew accommodation which adjoins  
a tank in which oil may be carried shall be separated from that 
tank either— 
                    (a)  by a gastight steel division additional to the 

division which retains the oil; or 
                    (b)  by a division of all-welded steel construction 

capable of withstanding a head of water at least 
1.52 metres greater than the maximum service 
head. 

          (11)  No manhole or other opening to a fuel tank shall be 
situated in the crew accommodation. 

        8.  (1) All bulkheads within the crew accommodation shall 
be properly constructed of steel or other suitable material. 

Interior 
bulkheads.
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            (2)  Subject to subregulation (3)— 
                    (a)  every bulkhead which separates any part of the 

crew accommodation from— 
                              (i)   sanitary accommodation; 
                            (ii)   a laundry; 

                            (iii)   a drying room; 
                            (iv)   a galley; 
                            (v)   a cold store room; or 

                            (vi)   a dry provision store room,  
shall be of gastight construction; 
                    (b)  every bulkhead which separates any part of the 

crew accommodation from any of the spaces 
specified in paragraph (a)(i) to (v) inclusive 
above shall be watertight to a height of not less 
than 230 millimetres, except in the case of 
doorways situated in bulkheads when the 
bulkheads shall be watertight to a height of not 
less than 100 millimetres. 

            (3)  The requirements of subregulation (2) shall not 
apply to bulkheads separating— 
                    (a)  a space appropriated for a particular use from 

another space appropriated for the same use; 
                    (b)  a laundry from a drying room; 
                    (c)  a private bathroom from the sleeping room of 

the person for whose use it is provided if there 
is direct access from the sleeping room to the 
private bathroom. 

             (4)   Subject to the provisions of regulation 28(13) there 
shall be no openings in any bulkhead separating any sanitary 
accommodation, laundry or drying room from any part of the 
crew accommodation except a passageway, recreation deck space 
or other sanitary accommodation, laundry or drying room nor in 
a bulkhead separating a galley from a sleeping room. 
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Overhead decks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
First Schedule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Second 
Schedule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Floor decks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
First Schedule.

        9.  (1)  In every ship of which the hull is constructed of 
metal every deck which forms the crown of any part of the crew 
accommodation (in this regulation called an “overhead deck”), 
and which is exposed to the weather shall be made of metal and                
shall either— 
                    (a)  be covered on its upper side with— 
                              (i)   wood not less than 57 millimetres thick, 

properly laid and caulked; or 
                            (ii)   a material complying with the 

requirements specified in the First 
Schedule and properly laid; or 

                    (b)  be insulated on its underside with a material 
complying with the requirements specified in 
the Second Schedule. 

            (2)  In every ship of which the hull is not constructed of 
metal the overhead decks shall be constructed of wood not less 
than 63 millimetres thick properly laid and caulked or of other 
suitable material having properties of watertightness and 
insulation equivalent to such a wooden deck. 

      10.  (1)  Every deck which forms the floor of any part of the 
crew accommodation (in this regulation called a “floor deck”) 
shall be properly constructed. 

            (2)  Where the floor deck is directly over an oil tank or 
permanent coal bunker, it shall be oil tight or gastight 
respectively. 

            (3)  Every floor deck shall have a surface which provides 
a good foothold and can be easily kept clean. 

            (4)  Any floor covering shall be impervious to water and, 
where the deck is directly over an oil tank, impervious to oil. 

            (5)  Every floor deck made of wood shall be at least          
63 millimetres thick and shall be properly laid and caulked. 

            (6)  Subject to subregulation (4), every floor deck made 
of metal, except floor decks in sanitary accommodation, galleys, 
laundries and storerooms, shall be covered with a material which 
complies with the requirements specified in the First Schedule. 
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Access and 
escape 
arrangements.

            (7)  The material of every floor deck shall be properly 
laid and the joins where the floor meets the walls shall be 
rounded in such a way as to avoid crevices. 

            (8)  On every floor deck in crew accommodation, where 
a fitted carpet is laid such carpet shall be laid on a deck covering 
complying with the requirements of the First Schedule and shall 
be such that it will not readily ignite. 

            (9)  Every floor deck in sanitary accommodation, galleys 
and laundries shall be covered with terrazzo tiles or other hard 
material which is impervious to liquids and provides a good 
foothold. 

          (10)  The covering shall be properly laid and the joins 
where the floor meets the walls shall be rounded in such a way as 
to avoid crevices. 

      11.  (1) Every entrance into the crew accommodation from the 
open deck shall be so situated and constructed as to be protected 
against the weather and sea to the greatest extent practicable. 

            (2)  The entrances shall be so situated that the crew 
accommodation is accessible, at all times and in all weathers. 

            (3)  At least one means of access, either direct or via not 
more than two rooms forming part of a suite, to any sleeping room, 
day room, mess room, recreation room, study, office, sanitary 
accommodation or galley, shall be from an enclosed passageway. 

            (4)  Two entirely separate escape routes shall be 
provided for each compartment, each route leading from the 
compartment to a suitably sited opening which may be a 
normally used entrance, on to a weather deck. 

            (5)  The escape routes, which shall not pass through 
propelling machinery spaces, galleys or other spaces where the 
risk or injury from fire, steam or other similar cause is 
comparatively high, shall be so arranged as to provide a ready 
and unimpeded means of escape from each compartment to the 
ship’s boats, lifeboats or liferafts. 
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Pipes, etc.

            (6)  Where escape routes are by way of stairways or 
ladderways, those stairways or ladderways shall be constructed  
of steel. 

            (7)  In subregulation (4) “compartment” means all living 
and working spaces within the watertight or fire-resisting 
boundaries on any one level which are served by inter-
communicating passageways. 

      12.  (1)  Except where no other arrangement is reasonably 
practicable, steam supply and exhaust pipes for steering gear, 
winches and similar equipment shall not pass through the crew 
accommodation. 

            (2)  Where any such pipes do pass through the crew 
accommodation they shall pass through passageways only, shall 
be properly encased, and in the case of supply pipes— 
                    (a)  shall be constructed of solid drawn steel or other 

suitable material; 
                    (b)  shall be of a scantling sufficient to withstand the 

maximum pressure from the ship’s boiler 
system; 

                    (c)  shall have all connections made by faced 
flanges properly jointed; and 

                    (d)  shall be fitted with adequate drainage 
arrangements. 

            (3)  Steam pipes, hot water pipes and calorifiers in the crew 
accommodation shall be efficiently lagged wherever necessary for 
the protection of the crew against injury or discomfort. 

            (4)  Cold water pipes in the crew accommodation shall 
be lagged where necessary for the prevention of condensation. 

            (5)  Where any parts of chain pipes and ventilator trunks to 
cargo spaces or tanks pass through the crew accommodation, they 
shall be made of steel or other suitable material and be gastight. 

            (6)  Pipes used for crew accommodation services shall be 
of adequate dimension having regard to their particular purpose 
and, in addition, soil pipes and waste pipes shall be so constructed 
as to minimise the risk of obstruction and to facilitate cleaning. 
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Awnings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Heating.

            (7)  Soil pipes shall not pass overhead in mess rooms, 
sleeping rooms, dry provision storerooms, galleys or the hospital, 
except where it is impracticable to place them elsewhere. 

            (8)  No soil or waste-pipe shall pass through drinking 
water tanks or other fresh water tanks. 

            (9)   Hawse pipes shall not pass through the crew 
accommodation. 

      13.  Every ship for the time being regularly engaged on 
voyages to or within the Tropics or the Persian Gulf shall be 
provided with— 
                    (a)  awnings suitable to cover such area of any deck 

space provided pursuant to regulation 26(5) for 
the recreation of the crew as well, when covered 
with the awnings, provide a shaded area of 
adequate extent having regard to the number of 
persons in the crew and to any shade provided 
on that deck space by overhanging decks; and 

                    (b)  stanchions or other suitable supports for                 
those awnings. 

      14.  (1) Except in ships employed solely within the Tropics 
or the Persian Gulf, all sleeping rooms, mess rooms, day rooms, 
recreation rooms, rooms for sanitary accommodation and 
hospitals shall be provided with a permanently installed heating 
system, in this regulation called “the main heating system”, 
capable of ensuring that when— 
                    (a)  the ventilation system provided for the room or 

accommodation is working so as to supply at 
least 25 cubic metres of fresh air per hour for 
each person whom the room or accommodation 
is designed to accommodate at any one time; and 

                    (b)  the temperature of the ambient air is—1°C, 
the temperature in that room or accommodation can be 
maintained at 21°C. 
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            (2)  The main heating system shall be operated by steam, 
hot water, or electricity, or shall be a system supplying warm air. 

            (3)  Means of turning on or off or varying the heat 
emitted by a radiator or other heating device without using a tool 
or key shall, wherever reasonably practicable, be provided in the 
space in which that radiator or other device is fitted. 

            (4)  All heating equipment shall be so constructed that its 
operation is not affected by the use or non-use of propelling 
machinery, steering gear, deck machinery calorifiers or cooking 
appliances. 

            (5)  Heating by means of the main heating system need 
not be provided when the vessel is in port if such parts of the 
crew accommodation as are then in use are provided with a safe 
and efficient temporary means of heating capable of ensuring the 
standard required by subregulation (1). 

            (6)  Heating equipment shall be so constructed and 
installed, and if necessary shielded, as to avoid risk of fire or of 
danger or discomfort to the crew. 

      15.  (1) In passenger ships all parts of the crew 
accommodation, except galleys, pantries, laundries, drying 
rooms, lockers, private and semi-private bathrooms and 
storerooms, shall wherever reasonably practicable be adequately 
lit by natural light. 

            (2)  In ships other than passenger ships all parts of the 
crew accommodation, except galleys, pantries, laundries, drying 
rooms, lockers, private and semi-private bathrooms and 
storerooms, shall be adequately lit by natural light. 

            (3)  Sanitary accommodation and passageways shall 
wherever reasonably practicable be adequately lit by natural light. 

            (4)  For the purposes of subregulations (1), (2) and (3), 
“adequately lit” means lit by natural light which is bright enough 
in daytime in clear weather to enable a person with normal sight 
to read an ordinary newspaper in those parts of the room or other 
space which are available for free movement. 
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            (5)  An electric lighting system shall be installed which 
is capable of supplying adequate light in all parts of the crew 
accommodation. 

            (6)  Electric lights shall be so arranged as to give 
maximum benefit to the crew and shall include an electric 
reading lamp for each bed, fitted with a controlling switch at the 
head of the bed. 

            (7)  An efficient alternative lighting system or an 
alternative supply of electrical power to the system mentioned in 
subregulation (5) shall be available for use when required in the 
crew accommodation. 

            (8)  Any reading light provided in accordance with 
subregulation (5) shall— 
                    (a)  in a sleeping room be fitted with a lamp capable 

of emitting at least 200 lumens; and 
                    (b)  in a hospital ward be fitted with a lamp capable 

of emitting at least 400 lumens. 

            (9)  The electric lighting in any of the following spaces:  
                    (a)  sleeping rooms;  
                    (b)  day rooms;  
                    (c)  recreation rooms;  
                    (d)  rooms for watching films and television;  
                    (e)  hobbies and games rooms;  
                    (f)  mess rooms;  
                    (g)  hospital wards;  
                    (h)  offices;  
                    (i)  studies;  
                    (j)  sanitary accommodation;  
                    (k)  laundries;  
                    (l)  drying rooms; 
                  (m)  drying provision storerooms; 

                    (n)  cold storerooms; 
                    (o)  galleys; 
                    (p)  passageways; 
                    (q)  companionways; and 
                    (r)  covered deck recreation spaces, 
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Third 
Schedule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Ventilation.

shall be adequate for the purposes of this regulation if— 
                              (i)   when the lamps, paintwork and other 

surface finishes are new, the illuminance 
in the horizontal plane when measured at 
the points specified in respect of that 
space in the Third Schedule is steady and 
is maintained, subject to a tolerance of 10 
per cent, at the value prescribed in that 
Schedule in respect of those points; and 

                            (ii)   it complies with any other requirements 
specified in the Third Schedule in respect 
of that space. 

      16.  (1)  Every enclosed space in the crew accommodation, 
except a cold storeroom, shall be provided with a ventilation system 
capable of maintaining the air in that space in a sufficiently pure 
condition for the health and comfort of the crew in all conditions of 
weather and climate which the ship is likely to encounter during the 
voyages on which she is  intended to be engaged, and capable of 
being controlled as necessary for that purpose. 

            (2)  The ventilation system shall be additional to any 
sidescuttles, skylights, companionways, doors or other openings 
not intended solely for ventilation, and shall be so arranged as to 
keep noise levels to a minimum and not to cause undue vibration. 

            (3)  Without prejudice to the generality of subregulations (1) 
and (2)— 
                    (a)  in all unlimited trade ships of 1,000 tons or over 

except those regularly employed in latitudes 
north of latitude 50° North or South of latitude 
45° South; and 

                    (b)  in all ships of under 1,000 tons regularly 
engaged in voyages solely within the area of the 
Tropics or the Persian Gulf, 

the ventilation system provided for every enclosed space in the         
crew accommodation except a cold storeroom or a galley shall be 
an airconditioning system, (in this Part called “an air-conditioning 
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Fourth 
Schedule.

system” vc) complying with the following requirements: 
                              (i)   it shall be of sufficient capacity to 

maintain a temperature of 29°C (dry bulb) 
and 50 per cent relative humidity when 
the ambient conditions are 32°C (dry 
bulb) and 78 per cent relative humidity; 

                            (ii)   the minimum number of conditioned air 
changes shall be eight per hour in any 
mess room or recreation room and six per 
hour in any other space; 

                            (iii)   when recirculation is employed, the 
minimum amount of fresh air supplied 
shall be 25 cubic metres per hour for each 
person for whom accommodation is 
provided, or the total capacity of the 
sanitary and any other accommodation 
exhaust fans excluding the galley, 
whichever is the greater; and 

                            (iv)   the system shall have its own cooling 
machinery and shall not be connected to 
any refrigerating machinery provided in 
the ship for other purposes. 

            (4)  In ships provided with an air-conditioning system, 
sanitary accommodation, laundries, drying rooms, changing 
rooms and pantries shall be provided with mechanical exhaust 
ventilation complying with the requirements specified in the 
Fourth Schedule. 

            (5)  Without prejudice to the generality of subregulation (1), 
in all ships except those of under 500 tons which are regularly 
employed in latitudes North of latitude 50° North or South of latitude 
45° South, every enclosed space in the crew accommodation, except a 
cold storeroom, shall, where it is not ventilated by an air-conditioning 
system, be provided with a trunked mechanical ventilation system, 
complying with the requirements of the Fourth Schedule. 

            (6)  In ships regularly employed in latitudes North of 
latitude 50º North or South of latitude 45° South, the number of 
fresh air changes per hour specified in that Schedule may be 
reduced by one-third. 
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            (7)  A supply of power adequate to operate an air-
conditioning system or trunked mechanical ventilation system 
shall be provided. 

            (8)  Any such system fitted shall be in operation at all 
times when any members of the crew are on board and the 
circumstances are such that ventilation by means of such system 
is required. 

            (9)  The spare gear specified in the Fourth Schedule shall 
be properly packed for storage and be carried for any air-
conditioning system or trunked mechanical ventilation system 
fitted in compliance with this regulation. 

          (10)  In every ship, every enclosed space in the crew 
accommodation which is not ventilated either by an air-
conditioning system or by a trunked mechanical ventilation 
system shall be provided with a natural system or inlet and 
exhaust ventilation complying with the following requirement: 
                    (a)  every inlet ventilator which is situated in the 

open air shall be of a cowl or other equally 
efficient type of ventilator and shall be so placed 
that, so far as is practicable, it is not screened 
from the wind in any direction; 

                    (b)  no inlet ventilator shall be situated over a 
doorway, stairway or exhaust opening; 

                    (c)  the sectional area of all parts of the inlet and 
exhaust system serving each space, except parts 
serving a drying room or locker only, shall be at 
least 0.012 square metres in all or at least 0.004 
square metres per person for as many persons as 
are likely to use the space at any one time, 
whichever shall be the greater; and 

                    (d)  the effective area of the inlet and exhaust system 
shall be adjustable from fully open down to a 
minimum area of 0.002 square metres per 
person for as many persons as are likely to use 
the space at any one time. 
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Sidescuttles and 
windows. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Drainage.

      17.  (1) Subject to subregulation (2), any sidescuttles for 
windows in a sleeping room, day room, mess room, recreation 
room or hospital ward without which the standard of lighting 
required for that room by regulation 15(1) or (2) would not be 
attained, shall— 
                    (a)  unless the room is served by an air-conditioning 

system complying with regulation 16, be of the 
opening type; 

                    (b)  where the room is served by such an air-
conditioning system then only 50% of such 
sidescuttles or windows need be of the 
opening type. 

            (2)  No sidescuttle or window shall be of the opening 
type, if it is required by any other regulations under the Act to be 
of the non-opening type. 

            (3)  Where, by reason of the requirements of 
subregulation (2) it is not possible in respect of any room to 
comply fully with subregulation (1), then— 
                    (a)  where that room is one in respect of which the 

requirements of regulation 16 as to the type of 
ventilation system to be provided would have 
been adequately fulfilled by the provision of a 
natural system of inlet and exhaust ventilation 
then, notwithstanding those requirements, that 
room shall be provided with a trunked 
mechanical ventilation system; and 

                    (b)  where that room is one in respect of which the 
requirements of regulation 16 as to the type of 
ventilation system to be provided would have 
been adequately fulfilled by the provision of a 
trunked mechanical ventilation system then, 
notwithstanding those requirements, that room 
shall be provided with an air-conditioning system. 

            (4)  In every ship of 3,000 tons or over every sidescuttle 
shall be at least 300 millimetres in diameter. 

      18.  (1) The crew accommodation shall be efficiently drained. 
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Interior 
finishes.

            (2)  Drainage pipes and channels shall be provided 
wherever necessary to clear water shipped from the sea. 

            (3)  In order to preclude effluvia from the crew 
accommodation, the soil and other waste water drainage system 
shall be so arranged and fitted with such water seals, air vents and 
storm valves as are necessary to prevent siphonage or blow-back. 

            (4)  Each space in the sanitary accommodation, except 
private bathrooms, and each laundry shall be served by one or 
more scuppers which do not serve any space other than sanitary 
accommodation or another laundry. 

            (5)  The scuppers shall be at least 50 millimetres in 
diameter, and shall be placed wherever water is likely to collect 
on the floor. 

            (6)  There shall be no drainage into sanitary 
accommodation from any source outside the accommodation 
except other sanitary accommodation. 

      19.  (1) The interior walls and ceilings of all parts of the crew 
accommodation shall be painted or covered with a suitable material. 

            (2)  Paint shall be white or light in colour. 

            (3)  Paints, varnishes and other surface materials which 
have a nitro-cellulose or other highly flammable base shall not be 
used in the crew accommodation. 

            (4)  Un-upholstered parts of furniture and fittings shall 
be made of polished hardwood or of a smooth, rust-proof 
material, impervious to dirt and moisture, which is not likely to 
warp, crack or become corroded. 

            (5)  Wooden parts of the furniture and fittings and any 
panelling or other wooden surfaces in the crew accommodation 
shall be finished externally with paint or varnish or by some other 
suitable means. 

            (6)  All paints, varnish and other surface finishes in 
the crew accommodation shall be such that they can easily be 
kept clean. 

            (7)  The interior of the crew accommodation and all 
furniture and fittings in it shall be so made, fitted and arranged as 
not to be likely to harbour dirt or vermin. 
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Marking. 
 
  
Fifth 
Schedule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sleeping 
Rooms.

      20.  (1)  Every sleeping room in the crew accommodation 
shall be marked on the inside with the marking specified in Part 1 
of the Fifth Schedule. 

            (2)  Every space in the crew accommodation, except 
sleeping rooms, be marked either inside the space or on or over 
the door leading into it with whichever of the markings specified 
in Part 2 of the Fifth Schedule is appropriate. 

            (3)  All markings shall— 
                    (a)  be made in clear characters at a readily visible 

position on the ship’s structure; and  
                    (b)  be cut into the structure or marked in some other 

equally permanent way. 

            (4)  No space in the crew accommodation shall be 
marked either inside or outside with any marking additional to 
the marking required by this regulation which could cause 
confusion by implying that the space is appropriated for use other 
than in accordance with the marking required by this regulation. 

    21. (1)  Unless the circumstances are such that no members 
of the crew are required to sleep on board, sleeping rooms shall 
be provided for the crew. 

            (2)  Each of the following groups of persons shall be 
provided with sleeping rooms separate from those provided for 
the other group: 
                    (a)  officers; 
                    (b)  petty officers; 
                    (c)  cadets; 
                    (d)  ratings of the deck department other than petty 

officers; 
                    (e)  ratings of the engine room department other 

than petty officers; and 
                    (f)  ratings of the catering department other than 

petty officers. 

            (3)  In relation to ships in which general purpose ratings 
are employed, subparagraphs (d) and (e) shall not apply and 
ratings of those two groups shall be counted as one group. 
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            (4)  The maximum number of persons accommodated in 
sleeping rooms shall be as follows: 
                    (a)  one officer per room; 
                    (b)  whenever practicable, one cadet per room, but 

not more than two per room; 
                    (c)  wherever practicable one petty officer per room, 

but not more than two per room; 
                    (d)  other rating— 
                              (i)   in ships other than passenger ships, not 

more than two persons per room; 
                            (ii)   in passenger ships, not more than four 

persons per room. 

            (5)  When more than one person is accommodated in a 
sleeping room they shall be members of the same watch. 

            (6)  An individual sleeping room shall be provided for each 
adult member of the crew, where the size of the ship, the activity in 
which it is to be engaged and its layout make this practicable. 

            (7)  In ships other than passenger ships— 
                    (a)  the minimum floor area provided for a single 

berth sleeping room for ratings shall be as 
follows: 

                              (i)   in ships of under 3,000 tons, 3.75 square 
metres; 

                            (ii)   in ships of 3,000 tons or over but under 
10,000 tons, 4.25 square metres; 

                            (iii)   in ships of 10,000 tons or over, 4.75 
square metres; 

                    (b)  the minimum floor area provided per person in        
a two berth sleeping room for ratings shall be            
as follows: 

                              (i)   in ships of under 3,000 tons, 2.75 square 
metres; 

                            (ii)   in ships of 3,000 tons or over but less than 
10,000 tons 3.25 square metres; 

                            (iii)   in ships of 10,000 tons or over, 3.75 
square metres. 
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            (8)  In passenger ships— 
                    (a)  the minimum floor area provided in a single 

berth sleeping room for ratings shall be 
3.75 square metres; 

                    (b)  the minimum floor area provided per person in 
a two, three or four berth sleeping room for 
ratings shall be as follows: 

                              (i)   in ships of under 3,000 tons, 2.35 square 
metres; 

                            (ii)   in ships of 3,000 tons or over, 3.00 square 
metres. 

            (9)  Where practicable in ships of 3,000 tons or over, a 
day room adjoining his sleeping room shall be provided for— 
                    (a)  the Chief Officer; or 
                    (b)  the Chief Engineer. 

          (10)   In sleeping rooms for officers and cadets for whom 
no separate day room is provided the minimum floor area 
provided shall be as follows: 
                    (a)  in the case of a sleeping room where two cadets 

are accommodated— 
                              (i)   in ships of under 3,000 tons, 10.0 square 

metres; 
                            (ii)   in ships of 3,000 tons or over, 12.0 square 

metres; 
                    (b)  in any other case— 
                              (i)   in ships of under 3,000 tons, 6.50 square 

metres; 
                            (ii)   in ships of 3,000 tons or over, 7.50 square 

metres. 

          (11)   In sleeping rooms for officers and cadets for whom 
a separate day room is provided the minimum floor area provided 
shall be— 
                    (a)  in the case of a sleeping room where two cadets 

are accommodated, the minimum floor area 
required for ratings in subregulation (7)(b); and 

                    (b)  in any other case, the minimum floor area 
required for ratings in subregulation (7)(a). 
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          (12)  In determining the floor area of a room for the 
purpose of this regulation, spaces occupied by berths, lockers, 
seats or chests of drawers and other furniture shall be included in 
the measurement of the floor area but spaces which by reason of 
their small size or irregular shape cannot accommodate furniture 
and do not contribute to the area available for free movement 
shall not be so included. 

          (13)  The sleeping room of the First or only Radio Officer 
shall be situated as near as practicable to the radio room. 

      22.  (1)  Every sleeping room shall be fitted with a bed for 
each person accommodated in the room. 

            (2)  The framework of each bed, and its lee boards or lee 
rails, if any, shall be constructed of metal or some other material 
which is hard, smooth and unlikely to become corroded. 

            (3)  If the bed is constructed of tubular frames, the 
frames shall be completely sealed. 

            (4)  There shall be unobstructed access to at least one 
side of each bed, and in particular where the adjacent sides of 
two beds in the room are parallel to each other or, when 
projected, make an angle of less than 90º with each other, the 
distance between those sides at any point shall not be less than 
760 millimetres if the beds are in single tier and not less than 
910 millimetres if they are in double tier. 

            (5)  Where beds abut upon each other, they shall be 
separated by rigid screens made of wood or other suitable 
opaque material. 

            (6)  Beds shall not be arranged in tiers of more than two. 

            (7)  Beds shall not be fitted fore-and-aft along the ship’s 
side unless the size of the room is such that it is impracticable to 
fit them elsewhere. 

            (8)  Where beds are fitted along the ship’s side, they shall 
be in single tier, except in a room in which there is no sidescuttle 
or in which any sidescuttle fitted is fitted clear of the beds. 
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            (9)  No bed shall be fitted— 
                    (a)  within 100 millimetres of a ventilation trunk 

used for circulating hot air; or 
                    (b)  within 50 millimetres of a bulkhead or the ship’s 

side unless the bed is so fitted— 
                              (i)   as to fill any gap by the bed which might 

harbour dirt or vermin; and 
                            (ii)   as to enable the bedding to be kept clean 

and dry.  

          (10)  The distance from the bottom of the mattress of every 
bed to the floor of the room shall be at least 305 millimetres. 

          (11)  In every double tier bed— 
                    (a)  the upper berth shall be at least 760 millimetres 

below the lower side of the deckhead beams, or 
the ceiling if fitted below those beams, or other 
obstruction; 

                    (b)  where the height of the sleeping room in which 
the bed is fitted is 2.30 metres or more, the 
lower berth shall be at least 910 millimetres 
below the upper berth; 

                    (c)  where the height of the sleeping room in which 
the bed is fitted is less than 2.30 metres the 
lower berth shall be at least 840 millimetres 
below the upper berth. 

          (12)  For the purposes of this regulation any 
measurements of vertical distances from a berth shall be taken 
from the bottom of the mattress of that berth and the height of the 
room shall be its height measured from the top of the floor beams 
to the top of the crown beams. 

          (13)  Subject to subregulation (14) the minimum inside 
dimension of beds shall be adequate to accommodate mattresses 
of a size not less than two metres by 840 millimetres. 

          (14)  In ships of 3,000 tons or over the minimum inside 
dimensions of beds provided for petty officers and officers shall 
be adequate to accommodate mattresses of a size not less than 
two metres by one metre. 
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Furniture and 
fittings in 
sleeping rooms.

          (15)  Every bed shall be fitted with either— 
                    (a)  a spring bottom or spring under-mattress and a 

top mattress of a material which will resist damp 
and is unlikely to harbour vermin; or 

                    (b)  a suitable resilient mattress fitted on a suitably 
ventilated base. 

          (16)  A bottom of wood, canvas or dust-proof material 
shall be fitted to the upper berth of every double tier bed. 

          (17)  Lee boards or lee rails shall be fitted to the upper 
berth of every double tier bed. 

          (18)  Where a double tier bed is fitted— 
                    (a)  a suitable portable ladder shall be supplied for 

access to the upper berth; 
                    (b)  the ladder shall be so constructed that it hooks 

on to the lee rail to prevent any slipping when in 
use; and 

                    (c)  suitable provision shall be made for its safe 
stowage when not in use. 

      23.  (1)  Every sleeping room shall be so planned and 
equipped as to ensure reasonable comfort for the occupants and 
to facilitate tidiness. 

            (2)  Sleeping rooms for ratings shall be provided with the 
following minimum equipment: 
                    (a)  for each occupant of the room— 
                              (i)   a clothes locker or wardrobe which 

shall be at least 1.70 metres high and 
have an internal sectional area of at 
least 0.20 square metres; 

                            (ii)   the locker or wardrobe shall be fitted with 
a shelf not less than 230 millimetres and 
not more than 380 millimetres below its 
top, with a rod for clothes hangers and 
with a secure lock or hasp for a padlock; 

                            (iii)   a drawer having a capacity of at least 
0.056 cubic metres; 
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                            (iv)   a comfortable seat; and 
                            (v)   at least one coat hook in addition to any 

coat hooks which may be fitted in a locker 
or wardrobe; 

                    (b)  a table or desk or a sliding leaf or top fitted to a 
chest of drawers and suitable for writing at; 

                    (c)  a mirror, a cabinet for toilet requisites, a razor 
socket and strip light fixed on or adjacent to 
such mirror and cabinet; 

                    (d)  a book rack; 
                    (e)  a curtain, blind or jalousie for each sidescuttle 

or window; 
                    (f)  a curtain fitted to each berth, unless the room 

accommodates only one person; 
                    (g)  in ships of under 25,000 tons, a carpet runner at 

the side of each bed or tier of beds as the case 
may be; 

                    (h)  in ships of 5,000 tons or over other than 
passenger ships, a washbasin, unless a 
washbasin is fitted in a private or semi-private 
bathroom provided for the occupants of that 
sleeping room; and 

                    (i)  a splash back plate or other means of protection 
for the wall above the washbasin, if any. 

            (3)  Every sleeping room for a petty officer shall be 
provided with the following minimum equipment in addition to 
the equipment specified in subregulation (2): 
                    (a)  a second drawer having a capacity of at least 

0.056 cubic metres; 
                    (b)  a rack suitable for holding— 
                              (i)   a tumbler; and 
                            (ii)   one drinking water bottle, except in a 

sleeping room in which a supply of 
drinking water is laid on. 

            (4)  In every sleeping room in which more than one 
rating is accommodated, every drawer shall be fitted with a 
secure lock or hasp for a padlock. 
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            (5)  Subject to the provisions of subregulation (6) every 
sleeping room for an officer shall be provided with the following 
minimum equipment: 
                    (a)  a wardrobe which shall be at least 1.68 metres 

high and have an internal sectional area of at 
least 0.30 square metres; 

                    (b)  at least three drawers having a total capacity of 
0.28 cubic metres; 

                    (c)  a chair with arm rests; 
                    (d)  at least two coat hooks in addition to any coat 

hook which may be fitted in the wardrobe; 
                    (e)  a settee at least 1.83 metres long or where such 

a settee cannot be accommodated in the room 
without inconveniencing the occupant, a fully 
upholstered easy chair with closed arms; 

                    (f)  a writing desk, fitted with drawers additional to 
those specified in paragraph (b); 

                    (g)  a book case if the room accommodates a Chief 
Officer or Chief or Second Engineer in any ship, 
or a First Radio Officer in a passenger ship; 

                    (h)  a book case or book rack if the room 
accommodates some other officer; 

                    (i)  a curtain, blind or jalousie fitted to each 
sidescuttle or window; 

                    (j)  a mirror suitable for toilet purposes; 
                    (k)  a cabinet for toilet requisites, a razor socket and 

strip light fixed on or adjacent to such cabinet or 
to the mirror; 

                    (l)  a rack suitable for holding— 
                              (i)   a tumbler; and 
                            (ii)   a drinking water bottle, except in a 

sleeping room in which a supply of 
drinking water is laid on; 

                  (m)  in ships of 5,000 tons or over other than passenger 
ships, a washbasin, unless a washbasin is fitted in 
a private or semi-private bathroom provided for 
the occupant of that sleeping room; 
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Mess rooms.

                    (n)  a splash back plate or other means of protection 
for the wall above the washbasin, if any. 

            (6)  Any of the equipment referred to in subregulation 
(5)(e), (f), (g) and (h) may, instead of being provided in the 
officer’s sleeping room, be provided in a day room appropriated 
for his exclusive use. 

            (7)  Any of the equipment referred to in subregulation 
(2)(c), (3)(b) or (5)(k), (l) and (m) may, instead of being provided 
in a sleeping room accommodating one person, be provided in a 
private bathroom appropriated for his use. 

            (8)  Sleeping rooms for cadets shall so far as is 
reasonably practicable be provided with the equipment required 
by subregulation (5) to be provided for officers, provided that 
any of the equipment referred to in subregulation (5)(e), (f), (g) 
and (h) may, instead of being provided in the cadet’s sleeping 
room, be provided in a day room or study appropriated for the 
exclusive use of cadets. 

            (9)  No locker intended to contain food shall be fitted in 
any sleeping room. 

      24.  (1)  Unless the circumstances are such that no members 
of the crew are required to mess on board, mess rooms shall be 
provided for the crew. 

            (2)  Each mess room shall be large enough to 
accommodate the greatest number of persons likely to use it at 
any one time. 

            (3)  Mess rooms shall be separate from sleeping rooms. 

            (4)  In ships of under 300 tons a mess room, if not 
combined with a galley, may be combined with sleeping 
accommodation if it is impracticable to provide a separate                
mess room. 

            (5)  In every ship of 500 tons or over, each of the 
following groups of persons shall be provided with a mess room 
separate from that provided for any other group: 
                    (a)  officers; and 
                    (b)  ratings. 




