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BRITISH CARIBBEAN FEDERATION ACT, 1956<a> 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECT!ONS 

Section 

1. Power by Order in Council to establish federation, &c. 

2. Pow1er to confer on Federal Supreme Court jurisdiction to hear and 
determine appeals from courts of colon~es outside federation and 
to disso1ve West Indian Court of AppeaL 

3. Grants to the Federal Gov;ernment. 

4. Expenses. 

5. Repeal of 44 & 45 Viet. c. 36. 

6. Short title. 

SCHEDULliJ-.Colonies inCluded in the fedetation. 

An Act to provide for the federation of certain West Indian 
colonies and for the transfer, to a. court established for 

·the purposes of the federation, of the jurisdiction of the 
Court of Appeal established by the West Indian Court 
of Appeal Act, 1919, and the dissolution of that Court; 
to provide for conferring on the first-mentioned court 
jurisdiction to hear and determine appeals from the 
courts of colonies which are not for the time being 
included in the federation and to repeal the British 
Honduras (Court of .Appeal) Act, 1881; and for 
purposes connected with the matters aforesaid. 

[2nd .August, 1956] 

BE ·it enacted by the Q)J.een's most Excellent Majesty, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tempor:al, and 

Commons, i'n this present Parliament aJSsembled, and by the authority 
of the same, as follows :-

1. (1) Her Majesty may, by an Order in Council,- Power by 
Order in 

(a) provid;e for the federation of the colonies specified in the Cotunbcl~lhto 
es a lS 

1 . 

Schedule to this Act (with their respective dependencies, federation~' 
if any) a'nd, in that connection,- &c. 

(a) 4 & 5 Eliz. 2 c. 63 

[The inclusion of this page is authorised b3' S.I. 14/1959.] 
Printed by Yuille's Printerie Limited, Trinidad, 

by authority of the Government of The West Indies. 



2. 

LAW~ OF THE W~S'F INDIES 

BRLTJ.SIJ. CARIB.IJ.EAN Ffl,DERATION ACT) 1956· 

(i) provide for the establishment of a Federal Govern
ment; a . Federal Legis~ature, a ]federaJ. ·Supre1ne 
Court and such other Federal authorities as may 
appear ~o Her 'Majesty t? .be necessary or expedient; 

(ii) confer, or provide for conferring, on the s~id. 

Government,,. L.egislature, Court and authorities, ari.d 
on any other Governments, . Legislatures, C.ourts 
and ·authorities (whether within those eolonies or 
elsewhe:Ve) .: Such powers' and duties as I;tHly be 
specified' by or iinder 'the Order,· including .. (in· the 
case of any Legisiature) power to make laws having 
Bxtra-territorial operation; ' 

(b) amend, in such manner 'as .may>appear to Her Majesty 
to be necesaarty or expedient, having ~egard to the 
federation, the e'nactments, .Letters Patent, Orders . in 
Council 1or other in,strmn.ents 'relating to ·the. government 
of those colonies resp,ectively and their dependencies; 

(c) make, or provide for the making of,_ such incidental, 
· consequential a:nd t:r-an-sitional provisions as· may appear 
to Her Majesty to be 'necessary ~r exped1ent as aforesaid, 
i:tlcludfug., in· particUlar; adaptations and modifications 
of any ·enactments,· Orders: in Council, orders, ·regula
tions or other instruments relating or referring to· any 
of those colonies or their. dependencie·s.. · 

(2) .An Order rn Cotmcil under the foregoing subsectio:o. .may-

(a) .include pr_ovision, for '·th~ accessiqn to the fe.~e~ation 
e&ta•blished by the Order of ·other coloni~s (with their 
dependencies, if any) and with respe~t to the manner 
in which dependencies of colonies for the time being 
included in the said .. f.eder.ation are to be treated for the 
purpos-es thereof; 

?" \ 

(b) autli9rise Her-. M_ajesty in .Cou:ri,cil-. by Ord,er to mak!e, · 
in connect~on with the ac'Ciession 0~ a .colony to the 
said federation, prov1sion (whether or not mvolying 
amendment or revocation of anY provislioris of the 
first-m~tiooed· Order) for anything for wh~Cih,i,: by 
virtUJe of the foregoing subsection, She. might make 
provision if the oecasion of the accession were that of 
the establishni.e:Ut of the federation a:ri:d the acceding 
colony were included amongst the colonies specified in 
the Sehedule to this Act; 
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(c) a.uthorise Her Majesty . in Council by _0rder to make, 
for sucP, purposes, as may be specified in the first
mentioned .' Order, laws · for true. federation thereby 

. est~;~.bliehed · .(including la.ws ·· having extra-territorial 
operation); 

(d) provide that jurisdiction conferred thel'leby Oil" .theil;'eunder 
on the Federal ·supi<enie Court to . hear and determintl 
appeals from the courts of such of lhe, colonies' specified. 

' in the' Schedru~ to this Act. as a~e colonies to whicli 
t~e .West Indi~n Court of A:pp·ea,l Ac~, 1919 (as anitlnded 9 & 10 Geo. 
by ... !lUbsequent enactments) · applies . shall be · · ins. c. 36. 

substitti.tion for jurisdiction ·conferred by that' Act on 
·the 'Court of Appeal established 'therteby to hear and 
· determine appeals f~om the coU:rts of' those colonies; 

(e) authorise Her Majesty in Council by Order to amend or 
;revoke any of its provisio:ris· or any provisions of an 
Order i:b. Ccm'ncil made in exercise of a power co:ri.ferr8d 
by virt1,1e of this subsection; 

•' . 

(f) !].pply any of the provisions of the Statuto;ry Instrum.:mts 9 :~ ~0 · 

Act,. 1946, to an: Order. in Council· made as .. af9resaid. Geo. 6. ' 
c. 36. 

(3) Sav.e in so .far' as the ai:nimdniEmt or' revocation thereof may 
be .authorised by virtue ·or the last foregoing subsection, an Order in 
Council under subsection (1) of this section· shall not be capable of 
being amended. or revoked except by Act of Parliam,ent. 

(4) No recomnie~dation sh~ll be made to Her Majesty in 
Council .to nia.k~· an Order under subs~ction '(1) of this section unless 
a draft of' the Ord.er has be~n 1aid 'befor~ Paidiament an'd approved by 
resolution of each House of Parli.ame:rit. 

2: (1) 'Her Ma'jesty :ifiay by Order in Council- Power to 
' . . . . . confer on 

(a) confer 1 or provide for ·confe~ring, on the Federal Supr:eme Fe.deral 

Court establisl;Led .bY . 011der rn Council under: the fore- ~!~~~j!ris
.going section jurisdiction to he1all.' and determine appeals diction to 

from the courts of British Guiana and the Virgin Isla'n.ds, ~=~~r!.f:e 
provide that any such jurisdiction s-hall be :im. ~ubstitution app~als 
f . . . a· t' nf d b th W t I d' 0 f from courts or .JUris IC Ion co eDre y . . . e es n Ian. o:m;t .o _, of colonies 

. Appeal Act, 1919 (as amended by subsequent enactments) outside_ 
a f A l b·1. h h b h d federatwn · on the ourt o ppe;a esta . IS ed t ere y . to ear an and to 

determine appeals from the courts o£ .those colonies and dissolve 

dissolv~ true sai¢1.. Court o£ Appeal; · :i:ili!n 
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(b) confer, or provide for conferring, on the ·Federal Supreme 
Court so established jurisdiction to hear and determine 
appe-als from the courts of oilhel" colonies which are 
not for the time being included i'n the· :federation so 
established. 

· (2) An Order in Council 'under' this section may make .provision 
for ailly incidental, conseque'ntial or transitional matters for which it 
appears to Her Maj,esty in Council necessary or expedient to make 
provision for the purposes of the Order, including provisdon for conferrmg 
upon the legislature of a c.olony from who'se courts crimina;l appeals 
lie to tlne said Federal Supreme Court by virtue of this section power 
to make, with extra-territorial operation, laws _providing for the 
conveyance. of priso'ners to and from the place where that Court is 
sitting. 

(3) .Ari Ord.er in Council. under this section may be varied or 
revoked by a subsequent Order of Her MajeSity in Council. 

Grants to 3. The Secretary of State may ma.l.cl:l to the Gov·ernmejllt of the 
the Federal 
Govern· federation established by Order in Council under se:'Ction ODJe· of this 
ment. Act (in this .section referred to as "the Fed!eral Government"')-

(a) grants, of amounts not exceeding in the aggregate one 
million pounds, towards d!efraying the_ cost of establishing 
the seat of the Federal Gt:lvernment; 

(b) in resp·ect ·of the period of twelve months beginning with 
the first day of J anua.ry next afte'l.' the esta.blishment of 
the said fiederati!on and of each of the nine next succeed
ing periods . of twelve mO.nths begin.ping with the 
anniversary 'of that day, a. grant of. such amount as he 
may, with the approval of the Treasury, determirue, for 
th·e purpose. of . enabling the Federal Go-v.ernmen.t to 
make grants to the gove.nnments of c.olonies for the time 
being included in the said. federation- whose resoUll''ces 
are, in the opinion of the ,Federal GoYiernment, insu:ffi.ci~rnt 
to enable . them to defray their administrative· expenses. 

Expenses. 4. The expenses incurred by tlne Secretary of State under the 
last Joregoing section shall be defrayed out of moneys provided by 
Parliament, and any fum.-:e1ase attributable to an Order in Council made 
tmder or by virtue of section one of this .Act iit sums· payable under any 
other enactment out of moneys so provided or o·ut of the Oonsolid!lte-d 
Fund of the United Kingdom,. shall be paid out of moneys so provided 
or out of that Fund, as the case may be. 
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The British Honduras (Court of Appeal) Act, 1881, is he,reby Repeal o~ 
. . 44&45 V lCt, 

c. 36. 

This Act may be cited as the British Ca:r~ibbean Federation Short title. 

SCHEDULE 

Colonies included in the Federntiolil 

Barbados. 

Jamaica. 

Antigua. 

Mo'ntserrat. 

Saint Christopher, Nevis and Anguilla. 

Trinidad and Tobago. 

Dominica~ 

Grenada. 

Sa:int Lucia. 

Saint Vfuc;ent. 

Section ]. 

_.~LAW LIBRARY, 
'COURT OF APPEAl,. 
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